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Chapter I

They walked in heavy twilight- 
These children of the same great God;
They groped and held each other*s hands 

And yet were unafraid;
Far off beyond the skyline 
Truth’s lamp was trimmed and flaring- 
Right well they knew its rays would come 

To melt the chilling shade•

They sang with clear-toned accents 
And heard no anthems save their own;
They wandered through Doubt’s sterile fields 

Where weeds of Hate grew rank;
They met with hordes of scoffers 
Who clogged their path with pitfalls 
And yet they never took their gaze 

From Truth’s fair sunset bank.

They left the misty valley,
In spite of gales that lashed the trees;
And through the tempest’s stinging breath 

They climbed a rugged slope;
They paused upon the summit 
And raised a simple altar,
Beneath a span of sky made clear 

By golden stars of Hope.

Truth’s blessed flame still gladdens 
These hearts which pulse with richer life;
It’s rays were piercing through the haze 

To guide the seeking soul;
Here Reason bids a welcome 
To any earnest pilgrim,
Who yearns to find a comradeship 

With God the Common goal!1-

Jay G. Sigmund

■̂ Rev. W. A. W. Argow, An Historical Sketch of the 
People’s Church. 1925.

1
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Chapter I

ON THE IOWA FRONTIER

Universalists were among the early settlers who 

moved into the Iowa^Territory. Their first churches were 

organized before Iowa became a state. For a full century 

they have preached, taught and tried to live their faith 

that "God'1 is Love”, that he is the father of all mankind; 

and that they are all brothers who will ultimately be 

gathered safely into their Father’s house. They have con

tinued to be defenders of the free spirit in religion. In 

order to understand and appreciate the story of the liberal 

religious group known as Universalists, one must know some

thing about both the Universalist movement and the character 

of the people who migrated to this part of the middle west, 

some of whom were already of that faith.

The philosophy of Uhiversalism is old, and not 

exclusively American. Many of the group leaders assert that 

it was in fact the belief of many early Christians. Thomas 

Whittemore wrote a book entitled The Plain Guide to Unlver- 

salism in 1842 in which he stated, MWe find distinct traces 

of Uhiversalism in the Christian Church immediately after 

the age of the Apostles —  and it is worthy of remark that 

a belief in the final salvation of all men was not made a 

subject either of objection or reproach, for two or three 

hundred years after the death of Christ.”^

2
Alfred S. Cole, ‘’Historical Backgrounds of the Uhiver- 

salist Movement,*1 The Christian Leader. Boston, Sept. 25,
1937, P. 1223*

2
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However}as a separate ecclesiastical group under 

this name,it is distinctly American. Richard Eddy, a 

Universalist historian wrote, it Mis of American origin 

taking its rise in the very birthday of the new nation and 

largely helped on its career by men foremost in the politi

cal struggle for political liberty.

On the northeast Atlantic seaboard the protest 

against the severity of Calvinism reached such proportions 

that the stage was set for an organization to crystallize 

that protest and give it the force of a united effort.

England gave some of the leaders for the movement and 

America supplied the setting, the following, and the lead

ers of its maturity. Dr. George de Benneville, bora in 

England of French Hugenot ancestry, was driven from England 

to Germany. After eighteen years there he came to America 

and settled in Germantown, Pennsylvania, where he practiced

medicine and without monetary compensation preached of uni-
4

versal salvation.

John Murray became a disciple in England of James 

Relly who taught that the joy of salvation would come to 

all men. The former became active in the ministry until 

the death of his wife and his own persecutions discouraged 

him. In 1770, at the age of twenty-nine he came to America 

resolving never to preach again.^ Because of a calm he 

3
Richard Eddy, D. D., History of Universalism in 

America, New York, 1894, p. 493.
47
Gertrude Earle, The Beginnings of the Universalist 

Church, (Rev.) Boston, 1940, pp. 11-12.

Ibid., p. 6.

3
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landed on the Jersey shore and asked Thomas Potter for food

for the crew of the "Hand-in-Hand.M The Jersey farmer had

built a meeting house and was waiting for a minister, who

was a liberal, to use it. He had told the Baptists they

could have it if they would prove that God was a Baptist.^

He persuaded Murray to preach the following Sunday for he

said, "You are the preacher for whom I have been waiting, "7

and that sermon was justification for his faith and hope.

Murray became the apostle of universal salvation to the

American people. He traveled up and down the eastern sea-

coast preaching his doctrine and found many who were ready

followers, some who had read de Benneville's works, but

many to whom it was a new but an acceptable doctrine. At

first there was no hostility and he received more invita-

8tions to preach than he could accept*

The religious stage of America was set for John 

Murray in 1770. The severity of the Calvinlstic doctrines 

of predestination, particular redemption, total depravity, 

effectual calling, final perseverance, and an everlasting 

hell inevitably brought revolt* Jonathan Edwards preached 

and wrote of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” ’to 

scare men into accepting salvation. But such a creed 

caused much mental anguish and suffering; it so debased and 

belittled both God and man that the sensitive human

^COle, loc. cit., p. 1224.
7
Earle, o£. cit., p. 6.
8

4

Cole ,  l o c . c i t . ,  p .  1224*



www.manaraa.com

constitution revolts against whatever becomes "insupport- 

ably repugnant,n as one historian has stated it. "The 

religion of Jesus was born as a protest against the militar

ism, the materialism and the mammonism of the Homan Empire 

in the days of the Caesars. The Protestant Reformation was 

born out of the revolt against the mammonism and material

ism and ritualism into which the church had fallen in the 

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Universalism and Uhi-

tarianism were protests against the extreme Calvinism of

«9
the nineteenth century in New Eiigland.

There was a general attitude of revolt against 

absolutism in politics and in religion. The Revolutionary 

War was an expression of the former and Universalism was 

an expression of the latter. Democracy was broadening*

Men were thinking profoundly on subjects of government, 

human and divine. If it was unjust for a King to do Just 

as he pleased, it was also unjust for the Creator to do s©; 

either human or divine laws should control. If it was un

just to have a privileged class in the state, it was unjust

10
to have a privileged few who should enjoy salvation.

The Unlversallst Church was born at a time when all America

was fermenting with revolt. Murray1s ‘theology became a 
* >

rallying point for those discontented and adventurous per

sons who were sick of autocracy whether political or 

9
Edgar Rubey Harlan, A Narrative History of the People 

of Iowa, Chicago and New York, 1931, Vol. II, p.~> 466.
10

5

Cole, loc. cit., p. 1223.
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religious. Individuals and groups who had been waiting

for just such a leader joined him. The early Unlversalists

were drawn from all denominations. In this they were

different from the early Unitarians.

MThe Universalist Movement was a pioneer movement. 
Individuals or small groups of people came out from 
established churches and gradually rallied around 
Murray’s banner or under Winchester’s leadership. 
Organization naturally was slow in development. On 
the other hand many of the Congregational Churches 
were taken over bodily by the Unitarians they 
had ’an organization, a church, and a certain finan
cial stability*M.12

John Murray, the itinerant preacher, was called 

to be the minister at Gloucester, Massachusetts, where the 

First Independent Church in America was organized. It was 

this group that fought and won, with the help of their 

leader, the battle for the right of every man to support 

and attend any church he chose, or none at all. It was a 

long and bitter struggle.

"Murray was mobbed and ordered out of town as an un
desirable citizen, called a traitor although he had 
been for nearly a year a chaplain in Washington’s 
army, denounced as a Romanist, and cursed and stoned.
He was fined for performing the marriage service, 
the claim being that his was not a real church and 
he was not a legal minister. His parishioners were 
harassed and persecuted, their goods were seized and 
sold for the benefit of the church they refused to 
support, and one man, for resisting the authorities ,, 
who came to take away his property, was sent to jail." ^

There were two trials before the case was finally

11
Ibid., p. 1223.

12
Ibid., p. 1223.

Ibid.. p. 1224.

6

13
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settled by the Massachusetts Supreme Court in 1786,^ and 

both verdicts were in favor of the Uhiversalist group and 

religious freedom*

For thirty years there was no common platform 

among these liberal groups, and so no organized body, that 

could be called a church. Then, in order to be exempt from 

the tax to support the Orthodox church, and to weld a 

closer fellowship and a greater unity of faith and purpose 

among the scattered Universalists, they adopted in 1790, a 

creed, which was written by Dr. Benjamin Rush, "the most 

eminent Uhiversalist layman of his day."^ There were two 

factions within the new movement. One was led by John 

Murray, who believed that all souls will be restored and 

at death saved; the other by Elhanan Winchester, a profound 

Biblical scholar, who held that future punishment was 

necessary to discipline and reform the sinner before final 

salvation. The Philadelphia Declaration did not long en

dure, because of the change in theology brought about by 

the denomination*s greatest intellectual and spiritual 

leader, Hosea Ballou. "This man with a forceful, original 

mind put a firm foundation under the rather shaky pillars 

of the new movement.'1 His ideas supplanted those of the 

previous leaders because they were better organized, more 

consistent, and more powerful in their drive. Therefore,

- 5

Frederick William Perkins, Beliefs Commonly Held 
Among Us, Boston, 1940, p. 40.

15

7

Perkins, 0£. olt.. p. 31*
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at the New England Convention which met at Winchester, New

Hampshire, in September 1803# a new creed was adopted, and

this remained the statement of the Universalist belief

until 1899#^  This profession contained three articles

"1. We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments contain a revelation of the 
character of God, and of the duty, interest, 
and final destination of mankind*

"2. We believe there is one God, whose nature is love; 
revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy 
Spirit of Grace, who will finally restore the 
whole family of mankind to holiness and happiness*

“3« We believe that holiness and true happiness are 
inseparably connected; and that believers ought 
to maintain order, and practice good works, for.„ 
these things are good and profitable unto men*1,1 *

A liberty clause was attached which read:

“While we adopt a general Profession of Belief 
we leave it to the churches and societies to continue 
or adopt within themselves such more particular 
articles of faith as may appear to them best under 
their peculiar circumstances, provided that they 
do not disagree with our general profession or 
plan. " W

This was the profession of faith that the Univer- 

salists who came to Iowa brought with them in the pioneer

ing years. It formed the basis for debate and controversy 

in the days of such leaders as Erasmus Manford, John Hughes,

H. Cole, T. C. Eaton, Thomas Ballinger, A. R. Gardner, J. S* 

Dennis, Joy Bishop, Joel C. Garretson, T. H* Damelle, 

Philander Smith, Joshua Hicks and J. J. Austin.

While this religious group was growing and
_ _

Cole, loc* cit*, Oct. 2, 1937, P*> 1257.
17

Cole, l2£* cit.. p. 1257.
18

8

P e r k in s ,  ojo. c i t . ,  p .  4 3 .
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developing in philosophy and numbers, the thirteen American 

colonies became an independent nation. They set up a 

government, reorganized their economic life, and people 

continued to migrate to the new territories as the older 

ones became occupied. There was a continual westward drift 

of the population. The migrants carried with them their 

social, cultural, political and economic ideas and ideals* 

Those who broke home ties to move westward were often the 

most courageous and the most independent in spirit* Dis

satisfied with conditions in their own locality, they had 

the courage to strike out into the little known and thinly 

populated regions in quest of an opportunity to build anew*

It was natural for this type of person to become a Uhiver- 

salist* Such a one had to be a pioneer in spirit, even in 

the seaboard region to accept this new unpopular religion* 

These people, because they were the stuff of which pioneers 

are made, were found in the westward movement in greater 

numbers than their relative strength in the settled areas 

would indicate* By the records of the (General Convention 

we can trace their westward course* Unlversalist services 

were held in the state of Illinois by 1812, in Indiana and 

Michigan in the 1820*s, in Iowa and Missouri in the 1830*8, 

in Wisconsin, Mississippi, California, and Tennessee in 

the 1840*3, in Texas and Kansas in the 1850*s, and in 

Nebraska in the 1860*s* The first record of the preaching 

of Universal!sm in Iowa was in 1837 by the Rev. A. R.

9
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IQ
Gardner. He was active in low a two years before Abner 

Kneeland fled to Van Buren County* The latter was a 

Baptist minister who became a Universalist and served bril

liantly in the ministry for twenty-five years. Then he 

became a pantheist. Convicted by the courts of Massachu

setts on a charge of blasphemy he was sentenced to a jail 

term of sixty days. The leading men of his time defended 

his right to freedom of speech and worship under the Con

stitution, and the furore over his case was so great that 

no one has since been so charged in an American court. He 

never recovered from the humiliation, and being unable to 

live it down in the East he came west to Iowa and settled

near the present site of Farmington where he lived until 

20
1844. His philosophy colored the ideas of the people 

in that region so that Universalist circuit riders always 

found a, welcome among liberal thinkers in that locality.

From whence did the people come who settled in 

Iowa in the early days? John Ely Briggs wrote in Iowa Old 

and New that “more than four-fifths of the people who have 

lived in Iowa at any time since settlement began over a 

hundred years ago have been native Americans... Their former 

homes had been in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and the 

' older states where they or their parents were born. It was
o-f

natural, however, that someAEuropean immigrants should find 19 20

19
Richard Eddy, D. D., History of Universalism. New 

York, 1894, pp. 441 - 443.
20
Mary R. Whitcomb, “Abner Kheeland”, Annals of Iowa.

Vol. 6, 1903 --1905, p. 34l.
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their way to Iowa* The first to arrive were much pleased 

with the region west of the Mississippi*w They wrote en

thusiastically to their relatives and friends of this 

wonderful place, of this country of political and religious 

freedom, where slavery had never existed, a land of agri

cultural opportunity. By 1850 only eleven out of

every hundred had been born in foreign countries

From where did these native bora Americans come?

Some say that the migration was largely from the New 

England area while others ^ssert that our culture has been 

greatly influenced by southern pioneers. In this story of 

Universalism it is important only that most of the Univer- 

salists of that time were in the coastal region north of 

Virginia; that even today New England is the section where 

this group is strongest.

T. S. Parvin says the pioneers of Iowa

Mcame from New England states, the younger generation 
directly, the older having migrated at an earlier day 
and located for a time in the middle states of that 
period and there remained long enough to become some
what westernized* They were from New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. There was 
an element of chivalry, descendants of the old cava
liers of Virginia, some of whom had come through the 
bloody ground experience of Kentucky and Tennessee; 
these were found mostly in the southern portion of the 
territory.”22

”The New Englander has always been in evidence 
in Iowa and his influence manifest..... In 1834 the 
name of Iowa’s capital city was changed from ’Flint 21 22

21 =
John Ely Briggs, Iowa Old and New, New York, 1939,

p. 171.
2 2

Theodore Sutton Parvin, Who Made Iowa, Davenport,
I896, p. 13.

11
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Hills1 to Burlington, at the behest of John Gray, a 
son of Vermont. Father Asa Turner, a son of Yale, 
while on a missionary expedition in 1836 found a 
settlement of New Englanders at Crow Creek in Scott 
County. Stephen Whicher, himself from the Green 
Mountains, found ’some families of high polish from 
the city of New York* in Bloomington [Muscatine] in 
October, 1838. In all missionary and educational en
deavors in Iowa, New Englanders have from the first 
played conspicuous parts and have-been potent factors 
in the development of the State.

wThe New Englanders were conspicuous, energetic 
and vocal prior to 1840; they were disputatious and 
vigorous promoters of their ideals of government, 
law and morals, and religion prior to 1860; but 
neither they nor their kith and kin from New York and 
Ohio were supreme in Iowa in those days."2^

For as F. I. Herriot points out town meetings 

were conspicuously absent in Iowa; the New Englander’s love 

and respect for law and order have been rather absent in 

the boisterous carousals of the Iowa frontier; education 

has been promoted by the missionary and not by popular 

action; Iowans are more easy going than the New Englander 

and yet more individualistic. Both the early civil and 

military leaders of the region were southeners, principally 

from Kentucky, Virginia, and Maryland.2^

Prior to 1845 people came by nature's water ways 

to Iowa from Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, Wisconsin and 

Illinois. After that people began coming in an overland 

tide by covered wagon, and by i860 the railroads running, 

across the country from east to west facilitated the 

23
Frank I. Herriott, "Whence Came the Pioneers,"

Annals of Iowa (3) Vol. VII, Apr. 1906, pp. 369 - 70.
W
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migration of the northeast emer. Therefore the pioneer 

population >̂f Iowa] was an infusion of peoples hailing, 

from various regions."^

Mr. Julius H. Powers in the Iowa Senate in 1859 

wrote f,Two tides had flowed into Iowa in populating the 

State, one from the east, bringing the New England element 

and habits, with its memory of town meetings and individual 

rights, and one from the south bringing with it the south

ern element with its thoughts and polity* In the early 

settlement of the State the southerner had largely predomi

nated, and the State’s early organization was fashioned 

and molded by that influence.

Iowa was populated by people from many states and 

others from foreign lands* They brought their acquired 

economic, social, and political patterns to a pioneer en

vironment, and both were modified by the contact*

"States or societies, no less than individuals, are 
the outgrowth of heredity and environment.••.We cer
tainly cannot understand the nature and significance 
of the customs and institutions of a people .•♦ un
less we know the character of the environment of 
that people.

A people cannot break with its past nor discard 
inherited political and social ideas any more than a 
man can put away his youth and its influences. Social 
or political life may be greatly modified by the 
necessities of a new environment but heredity and 
ancestral traditions continue to exert a potent: 
influence.

is : "
Ibid*, July, 1906, p. 460.

27
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Since the population was a fusion of many classes 

from several regions there would necessarily be consider

able friction on economic, political, social, and religious 

questions# The frontier did modify the habits and thinking 

of these people by scattering them over a wide undeveloped 

area where they must be resourceful, self-reliant, and 

adaptable in order to survive. Where democracy prevailed, 

every man was the equal of his neighbor regardless of his 

social or economic position back East, or down South; and 

' everyone was measured by the yard stick of what he was as

a person and what he could do. His life was one of un

remitting labor with infrequent house-raisings, weddings, 

or husking-bees for recreation. Religious services brought 

relief from toil, a chance to meet other people and so were 

considered a mode of recreation as well as a form of wor

ship.

”In the early settlement of Iowa, as has been the 
case in all parts of our land and in every period 
of its history, the religious phase of social life 
among the pioneers was by no means overlooked or 
regarded with indifference; but on the contrary 
called into exercise the best energies of those 
who in former homes in other states or countries 
of the old world had received a religious training, 
and who knew by experience something of the impor
tance and value of Christian institutions.”2*

In the earliest days people came eagerly to a

"preaching” in a settler*s home or in the log court house*

They wore calico and homespun and they listened attentively

to the preaching of whatever itinerant minister chanced to 

—  — —

Rev. E. Skinner, History of Black Hawk County* Iowa. 
Edited by Isaiah Van Metre, Chicago, 1904, p. 242.
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be passing that way. In any part of this territory there 

could be found a wide diversity of theological belief.

There were Methodists* Baptists, Presbyterians, Congrega- 

tionalists, Catholics, Quakers, Dunkers, United Brethern, 

Happists, Mormons, Millerites, Mennonites, Campbellites,

Dutch Reformed, Disciples, Ikiiversalists and Unitarians and 

a number of others. "There was something for everyone; 

medieval mysticism, modern rationalism, ebullient emotion

alism.

A typical Iowa community at Pilot Grove was des

cribed by 0. A. Garretson.

"Four church organizations were maintained in the 
towns Baptist, Presbyterian, Friends and Universa- 
lists. Only two church buildings were erected, 
however - Baptist and Quaker. The Presbyterians 
held their services in the Baptist church while 
.the Uhiversalists occupied the public hall. The 
town was well supplied with ministers. Samuel 
Pickard and Zehn Leweling taught that Immersion 
was essential to salvation. [The] Reverend (Mr] Me 
Night preached the time-honored doctrine of elec
tion, while at the head of the Quaker meeting sat 
Ephraim B. Ratcliff who, on occasion when the 
spirit moved him to utterance, proclaimed the glad 
tidings of peace on earth and good will to men.
Joshua Hicks arid Joel G. Garretson believed that 
as Christ came to seek and to save that which was 
lost He would through God^ infinite love finally 
restore the whole family of mankind to holiness 
and happiness. Thus the various phases of reli
gious thought had their adherents and devoted 
champions•"31

The description by W. H. Venable of what occurred 

in pioneer Ohio sounds very much like Iowa in the last

30
■ Harrison John Thornton, "The National Scene," The 

Palimpsest, vol. 14., 1933, P* 50.
31
0. A. Garreston, "Pilot Grove," The Palimpsest. 

vol. 3, 1922, p. 396.
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century*

“The action and reaction of colliding elements 
struck out much intellectual light and heat*
Civilized races met with savage, Christianity/met 
Judaism, Protestant challenged Catholic, Calvinist 
encountered anti-Calvinist, Unitarian opposed Trini
tarian, old denominations split by contention pro
jected new sects into being, and each new sect 
criticised all the others --- I doubt if the world 
has witnessed a more extraordinary series of 
religious events than transpired in the Ohio valley 
In the first half of the nineteenth century...•
Religious liberty ran riot the clash of creeds
gave origin to much discourse, oral and printed*
3ermons and religious debates were heard by multi
tudes of listeners, and read by other multitudes."'53

“On© who knew these people well was wont to say 

that ninety per cent of the early population of Iowa were 

memoers of our various democratic churches. Many of 

the early settlers were the descendants of the dissenters 

who had come to America to escape interference in their 

religious lives. The Europeans, who were communicants of 

the aristocratic and authoritarian churches, had not yet. 

come in large numbers,

William Salter, one of the famous "Iowa Band" of

Congregational missionaries from Andover, who came to the

Iowa Territory in the 1840*s, kept a diary which reveals

that there were indeed Universalists there in that day,

in fact more than he wished or else he noted them because

they especially Irritated him. At the close of the first

year he wrote there was a “Whole community -•**• filled up 
—

William Henry Venable, The Beginnings of Id ter ary 
Culture in the Ohio Valley, Cincinnati, 1891, P*> 225.

33
Thomas MacBride, "The College of the Pioneers," The 

Palimpsest^vol. 16, 1935, P* 177*
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with families who are Uhiversalists or ignorant persons 

&nd] who have never been brought up to respect the 

Sabbath or attend public worship.”̂

When he was in Maquoketa he was making calls and 

”met there a Mr. Livermore who lives in the first cabin 

north of Mr. Shaw*s, an infidel though he only considers 

himself a Universalist. **̂ 5

“Also visited Mr. Estabrook, a mile and a half 

northeast of Mr. F., Mr. and Mrs. E. were natives of New 

Hampshire but lived in Vermont. Mrs. E. brought up a^Bap- 

tist. Mr. E. a Universalist; Restorationist; not well 

informed on religious subjects, a generally intelligent 

man.,f Later on he spoke of holding services at the Esta

brook home and commented on Mr. E.*s theological beliefs,

”Mr. E. supposes that all will be punished in another world 

more or less and all some time or other [be] made happy.”-*̂ 

Near Charleston or what is now known as Sabula 

he Mcalled on Mr. Westbrook [James, came to Iowa in 1839] ♦

He [is] an Universalist-- an interesting family. The

son, Royal, somewhat awakened. The family originally from 

N(ew)York, but raised mostly in the West.”^

"Mr. Dominic [James] candid, gentlemanly man, 

blacksmith, a little tinged with some notions of the

Restorationists [a group of the Uhiversalists who believed
—

Philip D. Jordan, ‘‘William Salter*s - My Ministry in 
Iowa,” Annals of Iowa. (3) Vol. 24, Jan. 1943, p. 5.

35
Ibid., p. 25.

36
Ibid., p. 25. 37

37Ibid.. p. 27.
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in a temporary future punishment and a final restoration 

of all to the favor and presence of God*J *

When visiting near Buckeye or Swaney Settlement 

he wrote, “Heard a report that there were some Presbyterian 

families in the settlement# Rode off two miles to their 

homes [and] found one a Universal 1st and another a Baptist.” y 

At Colony settlement on the boundary of Clayton and Dela

ware counties he met “Mr* Cole, Universalist preacher, im

potent in his limbs, has settled in that neighborhood; 

proud and conceited man ♦ . • • of considerable reading. "

“Thus in all this journey of some 175 miles I 

passed but one meeting house and saw but one preacher [with 

exception of those in Dubuque] and that meeting house was a 

Romish one and that preacher a Universalist*M^

“At Rome spent the night with Mr. Cleveland, a 

native of Eastern, Mass. - his parents are now living in 

Roxbury - a gentleman of information and travel. We found 

him busy with a law suit [he being Justice of the Peace] 

in which all the people seemed interested and which pre

vented our holding a meeting. Mr. C. has a good library. 

Unhappily, he is a U n i t a r i a n . T h a t  is the only mention 

he makes of meeting a Unitarian but apparently he met many 

Universalists, most of them were from the New England

35“- — — —  1
Ibid.. p. 52.

39
Ibid., pp. 52-53*

40
Ibid.. p. 53*

41
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states and often he mentions that they were educated or 

intelligent people*

The pioneer adherents of this liberal sect were 

predominantly Easterners as Dr. Salter noted in the case of 

James Westbrook from New York, Mr. Estabrook originally 

from New Hampshire and later from Vermont. Judson Crary, 

Charles Tucker, Warren Worthington and Seymour Goodspeed 

emigrated from New York; R. W. Tirrill, Thomas Mitchell, 

and Mrs. Jason L. (Sarah) Estes came from New Hampshire; 

from the nearby state of Vermont came Mrs* Thomas (Elmira) 

Mitchell, Ira and Sllenda Burbank; Mrs. R. W. Tirrill and 

W. B. Chamberlin grew up in Massachusetts, Kendall Young 

and L. F. Williard were natives of Maine; Emily Elizabeth 

Hawley and Henry Baker migrated from Michigan and others" 

such as S. J. Oldfield, Jacob Loy, and Dr. and Mrs.

Charles S. Clarke came on west from Ohio. A very few such 

as Father Schreiner were immigrants from abroad. (He was 

a Bavarian liberal refugee in I833 because of his activi

tieŝ  in behalf of Poland.)

In order to serve and organize the scattered 

religious communicants the itinerant pastor or circuit 

rider came into action. People were too sparsely scattered 

for them to support a resident pastor in each locality*

Also as Dr. Salter noted, "The poverty of the people,

[their] want of clothing and of teams and their small num

ber [contribute to] the great difficulty in the way of

19
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building a church here* They rode horseback or walked 

from place to place carrying a few scanty possessions and 

a Bible, and rehearsed their sermons on the way. Often 

they were the first to visit a frontiersman and his family 

in their rude log cabin with its clap-board roof, puncheon 

floor, and latch-string doors. He was usually simply clad., 

bronzed by wind and sun, intelligent and warm hearted. He 

was a prophet sent to look after his people.^

"No matter what his faith, the pioneer preacher 
endured many hardships. *It should be borne in mind 
that it required a ride of from two to three hundred 
miles each round, over a new country, destitute of 
roads, with the streams unbridged, to make all the 
appointments of a circuit. In that day all-this 
labor was required, and in most cases actually per
formed on a paid salary of from one to two hundred 
dollars a year. 1

"In all these farming counties the unwearied 
circuit rider of whatever faith, rode his familiar 
round; by every track, by every trail he passed, 
bearing his message of courage and cheer. You may see 
him yonder on his pony, outlined on the hilltop 
against the evening sky, as low descends the summer 
sun. From that hilltop the view is glorious, but [it] 
does not include the prospect of a hotel; and saddle
bags for pillows, the traveler will spend the night 
alone beneath the stars!

"As days shorten and grow colder, the pony finds 
tether near some lonely cabin; its owner made welcome 
within. The neighbors gather. *They round the ingle 
form a circle wide* and in the firelog’s ruddy light 
they talk the evening hours away."^5

Although all sects had circuit riders they did

5§ '
Ibid., p. 49.

43
Skinner, op. clt.. p. 243#
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not all use the same methods* The Methodist and Baptist 

ones held Camp meetings or protracted meetings, while the 

Universalists held public debates, where, as controversia

lists, they appealed to the reason rather than the emotions* 

Emotionalism "was particularly attractive and perhaps in

evitable in an environment of sweeping distance, slight 

settlement, and crushing loneliness* From such conditions 

the camp meeting evolved spontaneously! providing means for 

human fellowship and emotional release*"^

Such meetings were usually held in a grove, where 

rude tents were put up in which the people slept* Bonfires 

were built to supply the light for the meetings which were 

held at night; and split logs were placed upon short posts

for seats* The series of services lasted from two to six 

47
weeks ' because it took a little while to get the emotions

aroused* "The sermons proclaimed man a sinner and Christ.

a Saviour, calling all sinners to repent at once*..* Heaven

was presented as the sure inheritance and future home of

the penitent believers while hell was declared to be the

no less certain doom of those who neglected the Saviour*

Carl Ogburn gives this sample of one sermon he can recalls

"Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on a rotten 
plank and there are innumerable places in this cover
ing so weak that they will not bear their weight, and

Thornton, op. cit., pp* 50 - 51.

Skinner, op. cit., p. 244. • .
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these places are not seen.... Your wickedness makes
you as it were heavy as lead. ... It will be dreadful 
to suffer this fierceness and wrath of Almighty God 
one moment; but you must suffer it to all eternity.
If we knew that there was one person, and but one, 
in the whole congregation, that was to be the subject 
of this misery, what an awful sight it would be to 
think of. ... Instead of one, how many is it likely 
will remember this discourse in hell •••• before the 
year is out.“̂ 9

They sang enthusiastically the good old songs 

that aroused an emotional, religious fervor. Following 

the singing and the sermon, the lay exhorters came to the 

front and pleaded with the sinners and back-sliders to re

pent. The purpose of the entire meeting was to alarm, dis

may and terrify the people to bring about conviction.^

While the exhorter was still speaking the congregation be

gan singing an invitation song, £ueh as f,Gome to Jesus “J 

for the people to come to the altar or mourners’ bench.

They were largely children, young people and the perennial 

backsliders. Brethren and sisters prayed and talked to 

those seeking religion while the congregation continued to 

sing song after song.

“The ’Amen’s’ were ejaculated with unction. The 
petitioner was not allowed to make his requests alone 
but was numerously seconded by cries of ’Yes, Lord!’ 
Occasionally something like a lugubrious groan was- 
heard as if one were suffering from a severe pain, 
but no one was. It was simply aamighty religious fer
vor too great for speech, seeking expression.M51

If there was a lull in the singing there would be loud

2f9
Carl Ogbum, MPioneer Religious Revival,” Annals of 

Iowa (3) Vol. XV, 1925^27, p. 469*
50
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praying on the part of some layman*

"When one experienced the blessing he sought and 
felt peace spring up in his heart it was the signal 
for general rejoicing among all the Christian people*
The temperament of each convert determined the way 
in which it would be made known to others that he had 
experienced religion* A sweet smile overspread the 
face of one, another*s lips would move in half- 
suppressed utterances of gratitude and love; others7 
would exultingly exclaim ’Glory glory, I have found 
the Savior and my sins are all forgiven*; Still another 
would spring to his feet and go here and there leaping 
and praising God, and shouting at the top of his 
voice that he was gloriously saved 'through the blood 
of the Lamb.* .... Scores and hundreds of meetings 
were held in subsequent years." (1841)52

"Invariably they were denominational, for in those 

days there was a religious intollerance so intense and 

sometimes so bitter and unreasonable that it cannot now be 

understood. Nothing expresses the situation at that time 

quite so well as to say, *The Jews had no dealings with 

the Samaritans.*"55 And certainly the Orthodox waged con

tinual and unrelenting warfare against the Uhiversalists 

throughout the nineteenth century. It was a war of words, 

frequently bitter ones which occasionally resulted in 

flying fists. "Entrenched orthodoxy (Regarded} religious 

liberals as heretic and renegade, condemned them for plac

ing religion wholly upon an intellectual plane. They were 

accused of being unscriptural, unspiritual, non-Christian 

and as such were persecuted and anathematized."-*^ The

5 2 ; =
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Universalists were protesting vigorously against this ex

cessively emotional type of religious appeal and expression* 

They were challenging men to be reasonable and rely on 

God*s love and Justice*

Side by side with the husking bee, the house 

raising, the barn warming and the wedding, the public reli

gious debate ranked as a social gathering welcomed by the 

lonely Iowa settler. Crowds would gather from all the 

country side to be entertained, amused, thrilled and per

chance convinced. The Unlversalist missionary was by 

necessity compelled to defend his doctrine on the basis of 

the Bible and its interpretation. He and his contemporar

ies knew and could quote Bible texts in proof of any doc

trine held by them and in refutation of any challenge.

Their primary appeal was invariable to reason, thereby 

hoping to convert the mind and will. Many such debates were 

held in the early days.

George W. Clarke describes one that took place in 

Drakeville.

"There were religious or perhaps rather partisan,. 
controversies about biblical interpretation in those 
days, such as are heard no more. There were indivi
dual arguments and expoundings of the scriptures*
The preacher set up an imaginary antagonist and pro
ceeded to annihilate him. There was almost no such 
thing as open-mindedness in religious matters. Then 
there were public debates to which the partisans of 
each contender flocked in great numbers. It may be 
doubted whether such a debate could command a hearing 
now, or whether men could anywhere be found who would 
indulge in such. But Drakeville was not without them.
One may be recalled* Each side sent for the strong 
man of its contention, Frank Evans, Methodist, then I 
think of Mt. Pleasant, and (ErasmusJ Manford,

24
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Universalist of Chicago* Evans was a small man 
physically, Man ford a big one. They went at it for 
several daya upon the proposition, different1y stated, 
as to whether all men would be finally saved in 
Heaven, or whether multitudes of them would be ulti
mately lost, each relying upon the Bible for proof of 
his contention. Such debates and others on many 
doctrinal issues actually occurred. In this one I 
think the crowd must have been largely with Evans, for 
I don't think in that time I ever heard a prayer or 
even ’grace before meat* that did not end with 'and 
at last save us,' implying an almost universal belief 
in and fear of impending destruction.”55

Manford's account of the same debate reads:

r,We recently had a discussion in Drakeville, Iowa, 
with Rev. F. Evans, of the Methodist church. It com
menced April 1st, and continued six days. We found 
Mr. Evans to be a talented and gentlemanly man, and 
the discussion was conducted very pleasantly. There 
was not an unkind word uttered by either of the 
speakers during the protracted debate, and all who 
heard, seemed to partake of the good feelings of the 
disputants. Discussion often divides the people and 
stirs up angry strife; but this debate harmonized the 
hearers, and produced kindness and brotherly love.
Large congregations listened to the discussion, and 
we know that much good was effected. Several persons, 
to our knowledge, were convinced of the truth of the 
Restitution.

Generally there was no decision by judges so 

each individual was free to decide which speaker won the 

argument and his reaction was generally determined by his 

theological training, beliefs, and prejudices. Even though 

one of the debaters was far more skillful than his adver

sary, most of the people were unchanged, they went their 

way shaking their heads and saying "but it isn't true"i 

There was little open-mindedness. However, the Universal

ist message reached many liberal minded settlers and often 

55
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drew them into a society after such a debate#

From a Pioneer History of Davis County comes the

following account of a debate in Bloomfield*

“Followers of this faith have been in this county from 
the start. The subject of Universal salvation has 
Caused discussion with the other denominations from 
an early day# Public debates occurred frequently and 
caused considerable interest# The discussions were 
generally advertised and well attended# The Rev*
Thomas Ballenger, later of Oskaloosa for years, seemed 
to represent the Universalist belief and was its ready 
champion. Along in the seventies a joint public de
bate was arranged between members of the Universalist 
faith and members of the Methodist church, to be held 
in the Methodist church building in Bloomfield, to 
continue for six days and each side to pick its own 
debater# The Methodists selected Rev# Mr. Hugihey of 
Illinois and the Uhiversalists, Rev. Mr. Hughes of the 
same state. Three moderators were chosen, supposed 
to be fair, imported and belonging to other denomina
tions. Judge Traverse of Bloomfield was one of the 
three. The subjects to be debated were prepared in 
advance, the Universalists affirming the first three 
days, then an intervening Sunday, and the Methodists 
affirming the last three days. The house was crowded 
every session and the interest was intense# Ministers 
of both faiths from far and near came and it was 
called the ’Battle of the Giants.1 The usual result 
followed, both parties claiming victory# Up to that 
time the Universalists had no church building in the 
county. Occasional preaching services were held, 
but no regular pastors were employed#

“Following this debate and largely as the result 
of it, a Society called the ’First Universalist Church 
of Bloomfield*, was organized in 1872#“57

Three years later, from the second of February to
the

the fifth, in the Universalist Chapel at Bloomfield,/^Rev;

John Hughes of Table Grove, Illinois debated with Elder 

George T. Carpenter of the Church of Christ. The moderators 

were General J. B. Weaver, president, [later a candidate for 

. 57 ““ — —
Federated Women’s Clubs of the County compiled A 

Pioneer History of Davis County. Bloomfield, 1924-27,. p#>224#
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the presidency of the United States on the Greenback ticket

in 1880 and on the Populist ticket in 1892.J Elder D. R.
the

Duncan andARev. J. L. Shinn* The propositions were:

"1* The Scriptures teach the final holiness and 
happiness of all mankind - Hughes affirms*

"2* The Scriptures teach that those who die in willful 
disobedience to the gospel will suffer endless 
punishment - Carpenter affirms***^

These above statements and the rules for the debate were 

signed by the contenders*

At the outset they were very courteous and toler

ant of each other*s point of view, each striving to prove 

his opponents* reasoning unsound* As the controversy waxed 

hotter they became sarcastic and less considerate* Carpen

ter retorted that Hughes will have a “grand reform school 

over there*H There was much sparring and difference of 

interpretation of the same scriptural passages and the same 

learned authorities. The one interpreting the Bible to be 

a revelation of things to come and the other as literature, 

history, and counsel to the people of a bygone day*

Hughes expounded on his quotations and illustrated 

somewhat more frequently and graphically. He contended that 

the punishment both here and in the world to come was in 

Just retribution for violations of God*s laws and would not 

be endless because ‘‘God is love, infinite power, wisdom,

[and] mercy”; that we are saved not by Christ*s death but 

by his life, he did not save us from sin but rather taught 

58
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us right living and that a righteous life and not death

bed repentance would save mankind from punishment.

Carpenter frequently reiterated that Hughes had

failed. He refused to believe him an honest interpreter

of any authority, but just a deluded man trying to delude

others. Carpenter*s most effective weapon was the appeal

he made to the emotions; by saying there is no advantage in

being a Universalist, if it is true that all men are to be

saved, but there is great danger in being one if they are

wrong. In his conclusion he said,

"This earthly probation at most is short .... The 
future, ah! that illimitable, awfully, grand eternity, 
freighted with all its joys or miseries, is yet un
tried. I ask, then, will jrou risk your eternal des
tiny upon an uncertainty? .. Will you sport upon the 
brink of eternity during life, listening to the siren 
song, *God is too good to cast you off forever*? At 
best my brother*s theory is but an abstraction, a 
speculation that cannot possibly benefit you in time 
nor in eternity. Be careful that it does not lure
you down to ruin..... If you believe upon the Lord
Jesus Christ, obey his gospel in its fulness, and 
live and die in his favor here, you know your future 
will be secure.

"A word to my courteous brother. Dare you presume 
to divert the minds of this dying, eternity-bound 
audience from these sober realities, by any subtlety 
of rhetoric or elocution? Ah! can you in view of your 
dread responsibility, as an influential teacher and 
leader of the people, continue to feed your friends 
on the opiates, - the lullabies *A11 is well, God will 
save you* ?.... Will you not join me in warning them to 
flee from the wrath to come?"^

Hughes was disgusted . by the appeal his opponent

—
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had made to him to recant, his own conclusion was an appeal

to reason. He quoted the following scriptural passages,

"God is love! ... he is merciful and will not keep 
his anger forever.... He will not always chide! ....
He will not cast off forever! .... He will not-contend 
forever.... In conclusion, I-will say that this doc
trine of endless punishment is a monstrous superstition, 
... appalling in all its features,.a relic of barbar
ism, without one redeeming feature in all of its 
various forms. It is, happily, now, a 'dying belief*, 
doomed soon to pass away, to exist only-in the memory 
of those who will wonder at the possibility that human 
judgments could ever bo so warped as to receive a doc
trine as divine, so utterly repugnant to reason and 
the Bible.

"But turn, if you please and contemplate for a 
moment the beauty of the system of universal grace and 
salvation, with its better view of God the Father, of 
Jesus the Saviour, of man the redeemed - man with 
better hopes, brighter prospects and confident trust 
in God his Father and Friend, and a blessed immor
tality. "02

Erasmus Manford gives his account of another

debate held with the Rev. J. Kelly at Bedford, Iowa in 1871*

His opponent seemed to feel that it was his mission to

nullify all the influence exerted by the Universal!st

preacher at all of his mission stops. He appears to have

been a narrow, bigoted man who was no match for the skilled

debater of some thirty years of constant experience, and

felt he should use his personality and ability in another

fashion to redeem himself and his cause.

"We see from a Bedford [Iowa] paper that Rev. J. Kelly 
is in trouble because of his defeat in debating with 
us in that place. He is trying to bolster up himself, 
his cause and his part of the discussion, in the paper. 
Surely, they all need aid for never was failure more

-----52----------------------------------------------------
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complete, —  his own friends being judges* In the 
paper referred to, he quotes from our books to make 
out contradiction, but as is his custom, he garbles 
the books and misrepresents us* By the way, this man 
Kelly went into that discussion with the view of put
ting us down. This was what he aimed at* All his 
preparations had that end in view. He cared for noth
ing else* But he was sorely disappointed. He fell 
himself and his cause fell with him. But the poor 
disappointed man was unwilling to submit to his fate, 
and so tried another method to redeem himself. He 
followed us like a defeated wolf to G-lenwood, and as 
soon as we concluded our meeting, without permission!?, 
he jumped to his feet and spent an hour in slandering 
our faith. When he was through it was nearly midnight, 
and so we had no time to reply as he intended we should 
not. He had become disgusted with our replies to him 
and was determined to have no more of them. Being so 
successful in G-lenwood in making a speech without our 
having a chance to reply he went two days after to Red 
Oak where we had an appointment, to do the same mean 
thing over, but saw he had not the ignorant and bigoted 
crowd to back him he had in Crlenwood, and so kept 
quiet.”®

Not all the debates occurred as at first planned
The

or as the challenge was first flung, a Rev. B. F. Snook, 

then of Marion, Iowa, reported that Parson 3foung, of the 

Disciples of Christ, proposed a debate on the following two 

propositions s

”1* Does the Bible teach the final holiness and happi
ness of all mankind?

if
2. Does the Bible teach that any part of mankind will 

suffer endless misery?”

He made this offer before his congregation then in a few 

hours got ”cold feet”* He scrapped these and substituted 

two other proposals in their place, and "because we refused 

to accept his substitutes he raves like a blackguard, throws 

mud like an enraged bull, and roams about the country

§3 "
Manfords Magazine (Chicago and St. Louis) Sept. 1871.
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* • h64
bellowing we have ’backed out.

Both factions in the religious controversy were 

zealously consecrated to their cause. The orthodox re

garded it as a holy crusade against the unbeliever. The 

Universalists were just as unswervingly dedicated to their 

religious position. Although there was some emotional 

appeal in the religious debate the Universalists held 

firmly to their conviction that religion should appeal to 

the reason rather than be an emotional response to an illo

gical doctrine accepted on authority*

Of all the Universailst circuit riders and con

troversialists of the pioneering era, Erasmus Manford is 

the best known because he was not only a preacher but a 

writer and a publisher. For more than twenty-five years 

he toured the west on foot and in the saddle from Ohio 

over most of Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and southern Iowa. 

The Rev. Henry Gillespie said that fifty years ago he 

walked in Manford*s footsteps across the southern part of 

the state*® Neither cold nor heat, rain nor snow, winter 

nor summer ever halted his wanderings. Wherever he was 

called or wherever there was an opportunity to serve, he 

went.

Erasmus Manford was a Danish immigrant, whose 

sailor father was lost at sea when he was seven. At sixteen

55 -----------
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he was learning the shoemaker's trade and because he dis

liked it dreamed of being a merchant* A chance reading of 

The Boston Trumpet. a Universalist paper, published by 

Thomas Whittemore led him to investigate Universalism.

After reading copiously he decided to be a minister. He 

studied under the Rev. J. C. Waldo at Lynn, Maas.; Dr. 

Sylvanus Cobb of Malden, Mass.; and the Rev. William S.

Balch at Claremont, New Hampshire; and made contacts with 

many denominational leaders at the Trumpet office, includ

ing the two Ballous and the editor. When the Rev. Otis 

Skinner in Baltimore advertised for missionaries for Mary

land, he answered the call but found it a very discouraging 

field for a young man. After working there for more than 

a year he received less than fifty dollars, and what de- 

pressed him more, found few sympathizers. ° (He attests 

that it was the northeasterner who was the type of person 

that accepted Universalism because psychologically it was 

adapted to their personality and way of life.)

From that disheartening experience $ie wandered 

from Pennsylvania to Ohio, to New Orleans, to Texas, much 

of the way on foot and the rest of the time by boat. He 

thought of forsaking the ministry. Instead, he returned 

to Cincinnati where he began anew the missionary work (in 

the early 1830's) that was to absorb his entire life and 

the energies of his wife for the next twenty-five years.^

------ 55------------ -------------------------------------------------------
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They moved westward with the frontier*

The first reference to his activity was found in 

the Star in the West published by James A. Gurley in Cin

cinnati*

"We have received the first and second numbers of a 
small paper, in pamphlet form, published and edited 
by Br* E* Manford, at Lafayette, la. Br. Manford 
is a most excellent Br., of the right spirit —  
zealous and persevering, will no doubt greatly promote 
the cause of Uhiversalism by his publication, which 
goes out with the name of The Christian Teacher* It 
looks well, and reads well ... is published monthly, 
and at one dollar per year. We wish it, and the 
author, abundant prosperity and success. ,-May it prove 
a Christian teacher indeed and in truth.

Beginning a newspaper would hardly be his first

enterprise since he would need a public to subscribe to it.

Doubtless he had a circuit of parishes that needed more

Inspiration than he alone could give, therefore he was

editing a paper which would reach them while he was absent

serving others. He says in 1846, “The good cause has

suffered all over the west for want of competent ministers

to supply the wants of the p e o p l e Even early in 1841

James Gurley had written,’’There is a great and increasing

want of Universalist preachers in the western country....

We are almost tired of inviting eastern preachers here.

They have such erroneous notions of the West and the people

in it, that they dare not come.”̂

Perhaps such notions did detain some back east.

---- 5g---------------------------------------- ------
Star in the West (Cincinnati) July 10, 1841.
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where the salaries would be far better but there were those 

who answered the call and whose lives were physically as 

hard as were those of all the circuit riders; but also 

socially very difficult because "nearly all the orthodox 

world, so called, is arrayed in opposition to them; and 

nothing is too bad for the self righteous to say of them: 

and their labors."71 At West Union they threatened to 

horsewhip the Rev. Mr. Manford out of town. He said,"! 

was regarded as an infidel, a wolf, a blasphemer, an emi

ssary of Satan. Women crossed the street when they saw me 

coming, as if I was a walking pestilence." However>most 

of the people he met, knowing nothing of Uhiversalism 

treated him kindly and listened respectfully to what he 

had to s a y H e  further remarked that "our ministers who 

have always labored where our cause is well established, 

have no idea of the mean and contemptible opposition a 

laborer encounters in a new field, where hardly any one 

knowB anything of our faith or its history."^

Many of the early missionaries will remain un

known and unsung heroes. The Star mentions some who were 

active in 1841. The Rev. E. M. Pingree of Cincinnati made 

frequent trips out over the states of Ohio, Indiana,

Illinois and even to eastern Iowa. The issue of June 

nineteenth shows that he preached three days at Patriot,

71IM4., Aug. 28, 1841.
72
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Iowa, and the following Sunday at Rising Sun#' The Rev#

Foster preached at Patriot the Sunday prior to November

twentieth; The Rev# W. M. DeLong the Sabbath following and

7*5
a week later at Rising Sun. ^ This must have been a part 

of a circuit, perhaps one that linked western Illinois and 

eastern Iowa. Three months later the Rev. DeLong preached 

regularly, twice a month at Rising Sun and had the 'largest 

congregations in town".^

They frequently drew new recruits from within and 

without the local Universalist societies in Iowa, such as

M. L. Edwards of Patriot, who was first the agent for The 

Star in the West and later entered the ministry. "He has 

received a letter of fellowship from the Laughery Associa

tion, la# He is a gentleman of unblemished moral charac

ter, sound in doctrine, zealous in the cause, well educated, 

and will no doubt make a very successful preacher.'*^

Edwards preached in Newton on a Wednesday, Goshen on

Thursday, Edwardsville on Saturday and Sunday, and in

78
Hillsborough on the first Sunday#'

Another recruit, Benjamin Foster, had been 

preaching. He was "a young man of excellent moral charac

ter and good pulpit talents and [bade] fair to become a 

75
The Star in the West (Cincinnatti), June 19, 1841.
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bright and shining light in the religious horizon.M He 

expected to settle at Lafayette, Ia.^ (There were six 

Lafayettes in those days in the following counties: Alla

makee, Keokuk, Linn, Polk, Louisa, and Marshall, which one 

it was is not known.)

The Rev. A. R. Gardner was preaching in Iowa in 

1837 and twelve years later the Rev. T. Abbott was holding

services in Tipton. During the 1840*8 the Rev. Mr. Gardner,
the the
* Rev. H. Cole and/\Rev. T. Abbott were active here. In 1853

the Revs. T. Ballinger, T. A. Freeman, Joshua Hicks, Danial

Rose and I. M. Westfall were serving in the Iowa field.

Some others who traveled extensively and discoursed on this

philosophy were the Revs. E. Damielle, J. S. Dennis, T.

C. Eaton, Joel Garretson, Philander Smith, Joy Bishop, W.

W. Merritt, Alva Dinsmore, S. A. Kelsey, L. H. Keys, J.

Stebbins, Fletcher Wilson, 0. Woodhouse, T. Wilson, S. M.

Brice, T. Elliot, William Pierce, W. F. Davis, W. G. Ayers,

S. J. Clarkson, John Casady, William Brattain, T. J.

80
Severs and W. C. Myers.

About 1850 Dr. Manford says he was Introduced to

J. P. Sanford “in Bentonsport, Iowa. The latter was then

a Methodist minister, and asked many questions concerning

the liberal faith. Six months afterward he commenced 

81
preaching" • Governor Gue spoke later of his sermon in

79
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the vicinity of the Governor*s home*

“It was fourteen years ago last summer, on a Satur
day afternoon that we accidentally met a light 
haired, rather roughly clad, good natured, milk look
ing young man, in a country store at Big Rdck in 
Scott County. He inquired of us if there were any 
Universalists in that vicinity* We informed him 
there were afew. He said he was a minister of that 
denomination and would like to preach to them if they 
could be got together. Notice was circulated through 
the neighborhood, and on a Sunday a fair audience 
assembled at the little school house near Posten*s 
Grove to hear the stranger. He preached an excellent 
sermon, made the acquaintance of many of the congre
gation, and was warmly invited to visit us again at 
some future day and then traveled on.”

That had been the first Gniversalist sermon that Mr. San- 

ford ever preached. This account reveals how the congre

gation was assembled by the itinerant preacher for servi

ces and that there were Universalist ministers in the 

field. Some came from the east and some were drawn from 

the west, but the supply did not meet the demands and 

needs of the scattered liberal settlers*

In 1846 Dr. Manford writes,“From Macomb I pro

ceeded to Burlington, Iowa and thence to Iowa City* Hera?

I lectured several times. I* M. Westfall was residing and 

preaching there. It was then a small town, but now it is 

a large and flourishing place. Our society owns a meeting 

house and other valuable property*"®-* He.dld not mention 

stopping at Burlington where that same year Albert Shack- 

ford wrote to the Rev. William Salter on January third from 

82 ~
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that city,

"A new establishment has been underway for some 
months denominated the 'Moral and Spiritual Reform 
Society* —  though passing current under the names 
of the !India Rubber Ghurch* and *Free and Easy 
Church1. To this Society my brother preaches or 
lectures —  and it is made up of Unitarians, Univer- 
salists, Deists, Swedonborgians etc. It is now the 
popular church. Its lecturer is popular and their 
place of meeting the most comfortable and convenient 
in town. The class of men which it is most desirable 
to reach with the preaching of the pure Gospel, are 
the leading men among these Spirituals#

Dr. Wm. Chamberlin was a Uhiversalist in that city and

later was identified with the society in Mt. Pleasant.

Mr. Manford

"lectured in West Liberty, Tipton, Rochester, Musca
tine, Washington, Davenport, and some other places 
in Iowa, and then returned to Indianapolis by the 
most direct route. This was a long and laborious 
journey; traveled about one thousand miles, and 
delivered many discourses, one third of which were 
in places where the people were entirely ignorant of 
our faith and in the rest they knew very little 
concerning it.,,0->

A year later he made a record of a debate which

is noteworthy because of the place where it was held and

those who were present. Although it took place in Spring-

field, Illinois, it was typical of those held in Iowa and

we have his own description of it.

"I found that the preacher who had agreed to debate 
with me was not inclined to keep his promise and Mr. 
Lewis, the most noted controversialist in that 
section, was chosen to take his place. He was a 
Methodist minister of much ability and very zealous 
in his cause —  We debated four days in the 
Representative Hall of the Capitol, in the presence
p

Philip D. Jordan, "The Salter-Shackford Correspond
ence", Annals Of Iowa, (3), XVIII, (1931-1933) p. 412.
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of vast assemblies. The discussion produced much 
excitement in Springfield, and all parties attended 
it. I remember seeing Mr. Lincoln there punctually 
every day and every night. He oftgg nodded his head 
to me when I made a strong point."90

Dr. Manford moved to St. Louis where he published 

The Golden Era for a time, and organized circuits in south

western Missouri, one with twenty-five points which he 

visited once each month and was compelled to ride from ten 

to forty miles a\lay in order to meet all the appointments 

on his schedule. In northern Missouri the circuit he rode 

included twenty-two places each of which he visited once 

in four weeks for six months. After selling the publish

ing enterprise he wrote, "But I did not cease working for 

the good cause when the paper was disposed of; I rather 

worker harder than ever. For about two years I was absent 

most of the time preaching in Missouri, Illinois, Iowa 

and Indiana.”®^

The "winters of 1855 and *56 were about the 
coldest ever experienced in the West, and I spent 
both winters in Iowa, traveling and lecturing. Often 
rode on horseback all day when the thermometer was 
far below zero, and delivered a long discourse at 
night. The Iowa prairies are cold places in a cold 
day, especially to one whose face is northward from 
Missouri. If I had twentyy thirty or forty miles 
to ride, I always made it a rule not to go near a 
fire till I had finished my dayfs travel. Some men 
I have rode with must warm themselves by a fire, 
whenever they get a little cold, and swallow perhaps 
a dram of liquor; and I noticed that they always 
suffered much more from cold than I did. The best 
method for a traveler in an arctic day, to get up 
an internal heat, is not by whiskey, not by sitting

------m ------- ---------------------------------------------------
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by a fire a few moments, but-by thrashing his arms, 
swinging his legs, or running a short distance by 
the side of his horse#

He established a new paper Manford’s Monthly 

Magazine in 1857 in St# Louis# In its behalf he canvassed 

Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri from 1857 to 1861#

It was popular with the people and so it was not difficult 

to obtain subscribers. Because of the Civil War and the 

local frictions that it involved he moved from St. Louis 

to Chicago where he continued to publish the monthly maga

zine# “Since I have been in Chicago I have traveled and 

lectured on nearly all the railroads running out of the 

city; have labored not only in Illinois, but in Indiana,

Ohio, Iowa, Missouri and Kansas#”®^

It was not often that he expounded his theology

in this account of his experiences. However at a meeting «

in Leavenworth, Kansas, as well as in the encounter with 

the questioner in Marshalltown he set forth his ideas.

He said,

“Salvation was not from hell, but from sin, from 
error, from mental darkness; that Jesus came notuto 
save us from eternal burnings, but to make us good 
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, children, 
neighbors, friends, and citizens.“ The gospel is 
“good news from God to man, ... that all sin, suffer
ing and death will be ultimately abolished, and 
that God will be all in all.”

“Said a Man to me in Marshalltown: 1 Do you think the 
assdjsln Booth can be saved?* .... if Orthodoxy is 
true, I had rather have Booth*s chances for heaven 
than Mr. Lincoln’s. The latter received his death

QQ I -
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wound without a moment’s warning and was not conscious 
an instant after the fatal bullet struck his head*
He belonged to no church, was not a professor of 
religion, and so according to Orthodoxy, died impeni
tent, unregenated, a sinner, and must be lost eter
nally. But Booth lived one or two hours after he was 
wounded, and was perfectly conscious to the last 
moment of his life* And who knows but that he re
pented of his great crime before he expired? And if 
he did, according to Orthodoxy, Mr. Lincoln had no 
chance whatever, for he died impenitent*"90

He was firm in his convictions but a sense of fair play,

good taste and tolerance guided him in his dealings with

others of different beliefs*

"I recently heard a discourse by one of our ministers, 
and he gave Orthodoxy an awful cudgeling. I do not 
like that kind of preaching* The Christian minister 
should preach the gospel in all its fulness —  present 
it in its doctrinal, moral, and spiritual aspect* But 
cutting, slashing, and banging, at this creed and that 
creed, at this sect and that sect, is not exactly 
preaching the gospel •••* Telling people of the beauty 
and glory of truth and virtue, and urging a practical 
knowledge of the same, is far better than to be 
fighting Orthodoxy.M9l

His was a positive personality for he believed in the con

structive rather than the destructive approach and proce

dure.

In closing his personal account he wrote^w.

"I have innumerable reasons to be grateful to Almighty 
God, that I have lived so long, enjoyed almost un
interrupted good health, had so many friends, and 
been permitted to labor in the gospel ministry.
Truly, the Lord has blessed me all the days of my 
life. I have ... had but two spells of sickness, and 
they were induced by hard labor in hot weather. Not
withstanding my extensive traveling, I have never met 
with the slightest accident and I have journeyed by 
sea and land, in sailing vessels and steamboats, on 
railroads and on horseback, in stages and in wagons

^Ibld., pp. 332-33.
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of all descriptions. Have traveled in dangerous 
localities by day and by night, but a penknife is 
the largest weapon I ever carried.” —  One more per
sonal remark —  MI never snuffed, chewed, or smoked 
tobacco; neither did I ever poison my body or my 
soul with a glass of liquor —  do not know whiskey 
from brandy, and do not covet the knowledge."92

1867, the year when he published the book, 

Twenty-Five Years in the West, did not terminate his labors 

in the beloved cause. In Manford^ Magazine in 1871 he is 

reported as having been again in the state. "We returned 

in due time from our pilgrimage to the land of Iowa* Were 

absent seventy days and delivered seventy-eight discourses. 

Our appointments were scattered over a large territory.

On the Wednesday following Oct. 20, 1883 he preached in 

the Universalist Church in Boone.^

In 1870 the Rev. Joy Bishop wrote a letter to 

Peter Blake, a Universalist in Strawberry Pointt which: 

revealed that he had been one of the pioneer preachers in 

northeastern Iowa.

*Bedford, Iowa, March 1870

"Peter Blake

"Dear Bro. being here at Bedford, the County 
seat of Taylor County, where I preached last 
night and am to preach tonight and it beings very 
cold out, and I haveing nothing to do but to 
think my mind has wandered away to Strawberry 
Point and stopped at your happy home to linger' 
awhile with those I respect and love. I often 
think of you and the happy hours that I have 92 93 94

92 :
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spent in your society* My heart grows warm as I 
think of it now* Oh how much of real happiness 
there is in true friendship, Christian sympathy 
and love*

"We are all well* My health never was better 
than it has been this winter andjiever have my 
prospects looked better* The passed week I have 
traveled near five hundred miles and preached seven 
sermons, visited some fifteen families and been two 
nights on the cars. Here at Bedford we have some 
excellent friends* I have preached to them a few 
times and am expecting to organize a society in two 
weeks and establish preaching one fourth of the 
time the comeing season and it is a very promising 
place* There are two or three other places where I 
preach where they are talking of building churches 
this year with some chances of success* Never have 
my labours in the ministry met with better success 
than in the last few months, as it appears to me, 
though in a pecuniary point it has been like casting 
bread upon the waters which may return after many 
days * I have preached in fifteen counties and more 
than fifty places since I came to this part of the 
state and traveled a matter of thousands of miles 
and received but little pay in money, yet I feel 
well paid when I can see the good cause prosper 
where I go, feeling that God has called me to work 
for his cause in enlightening and making happy my 
fellow men and not to lay up money for others which 
may injure them when I am gone.

"We have been at work this winter in cutting 
wood and getting [it] on to the Rail Road, finish 
this week, get five hundred and ten dollars today 
for what we have on the track. A pretty good 
winter’s Job for the Boys, is it not? Am still in 
debt but the future has more promise and if we all 
have our health, and good luck, shall come out all 
right.....

"I have Just heard that Bro. Ordeon has left 
you. What is the matter do tell me, .... What 
will you do for a preacher and what are they doing 
at Elkader, Greeley and how getting along at Man
chester. Write me a good long letter as I am 
anxious to hear all about the cause •••• God bless 
you is the prayer of your humble Bro.

J. Bishop" 95
—

Rev. Joy Bishop, Bedford, Iowa to Peter Blake,
March 1870i
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The Rev. T. C. Eaton resided for some time in central Iowa 

traveling to various mission points preaching and organiz

ing societies. His activities as a circuit rider in 1865 

and 1866 were revealed by the following which appeared 

originally in the Christian Repository:

DesMoines, Iowa

"I have been in the state fourteen months; 
have preached in twelve counties have assisted in 
organizing five new societies and the Central 
Association, have traveled 9,000 miles - 3,000 on 
horseback, 2,000 in a buggy, and 4,000 by rail.”

The Universalist circuit rider was indeed a pion

eer. His primary obligation was to interest thinking indi

viduals in his theology and to make contact with the 

scattered communicants. He sowed much seed broadcast 

o*er the land and some did fall on stony ground, but other 

on rich soil where it has flourished continuously for 

nearly a century. His secondary task was so to organize 

those small groups in the communities he visited as to 

perpetuate the movement. The wise missionary set up a 

circuit, the appointments of which he kept, visiting each 

place regularly or securing some one else to lay that 

basic foundation. In the latter method there was a grave 

weakness, because there was no supervisor or closely-knit 

organization to regulate the activities of the secondary 

phase, and there were not enough ministers for the work.

That was Hanford*s oft reiterated cry ... for his early

9§ '
Hanford's Monthly Magazine (Ohicago & St. Louis)
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successes were diminished by neglect* And John G-urley 

felt there was a weakness in the frequent changes in the 

ministry when he wrote,

"Among the practices that have greatly tended to 
keep societies in a disorganized and constantly 
unsettled condition —  prevented a close union 
and cooperation between pastor and people; and 
have kept our preachers in poverty and debt, we 
must not omit noticing the frequent changes of 
pastors by societies, and the continual removals 
of our preachers from one section to another."97

In the 186ofs Manford was, on the whole, quite

optimistic about the liberal movement in this part of the

West* He pointed out that the easterner was the one most

receptive to teaching because of his previous experience*

"There are far more of the liberal faith in the 
northern region than as far south as St. Louis*
A large portion of the people are from the 
eastern states, and they brought with them 
rational views of the Bible and religion. We 
have meeting houses end societies all over this 
northern section, also ministers at work instruct
ing the people and uniting and concentrating their 
efforts.1*98

There were valiant men serving a number of soci

eties and finding time to do missionary work in neighbor

ing places. They were a "goodly company" but left no 

written records. Especially was this true if in the later 

years no liberal society survived to perpetuate their 

work. In some communities the moving spirit was a layman 

who desired to serve God and his fellowman by building a 

church, organizing a society, inviting and entertaining

97
Star in the West (Cincinnati) May 15. 1841.
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the circuit rider until they were strong enough as a group 

to survive. Such individuals were more numerous than the 

ministers who served them or the movement would have van

ished in pioneer days. Many meeting houses were built on 

the faith and hope that sustained Thomas Potter.
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Chapter II

THE EARLY CHURCHES: 1843-1870

The presence of the Universalists on the Iowa 

frontier and the activity of the circuit riders was not 

sufficient to make a lasting impression upon the cultural 

life of Iowa* Church or society organizations unified 

the individuals and they were strengthened by the common 

bonds of fellowship and the inspiration of a common pur

pose* Local groups banded together, later they joined the 

district associations and in 1843 formed a state conven

tion* Thus through organization they perpetuated theirr 

religious philosophy for a century, and modified the reli

gious thought of their neighbors*

Patriot

One of the earliest records of a society and a 

church were at Patriot (Union County), Iowa from which 

M* L. Edwards wrote in June 1841, that they had a neat 

commodious house of worship, on which was inscribed “Our 

God is the God of Salvation”* Most of the people in the 

community were Methodists, and Edwards recorded that the 

house and the inscription “have been an eye sore to these 

good people ever since they have been in existence* The 

Methodists have often boasted that they would convert the 

Universalists and get their church*" They/held a pro

tracted meeting in the Universalist Church (because they 

had none of their own) which lasted five days. "I need
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hardly say, the Patriot Universalist Society is yet in exis

tence and yet in possession of its house of worship* During 

the ... meeting, the Methodists and Universalists treated 

each other with respect.”

In the fall of that year the Rev. E. M. Pingree 

reported, “At Patriot I delivered three discourses to large 

congregations. Here is one of the best churches and soci

eties in the country ... with no minister. But they ear

nestly desire one. ... But, alas I alas! *the laborers are 

few'."2

Perryvllle

In October in Perryville, Iowa (Marion County) a 

church was dedicated, the dedicatory sermon was preached by 

the Rev. Mr. Babcock of New York. A series of meetings was 

planned and an invitation was published in the Star in the 

West to all “Brethren in the Ministry! Come over and help 

us!“ E. Manford wrote, “The meeting house in Perryville is 

thirty feet in width, fifty in length, has a steeple, and 

is well finished. Our friends in P. have done well and 

their labors have been crowned by kind Heaven with great 

success. Six months since, the society there numbered fif

teen members. Sixty now belong to it. Seventeen joined 

during the late meeting. Yes, seventeen. We had a revi

val of pure and undefiled religion. Showers of grace

1 ~
Star in the West (Cincinnati) June 5, 1841.
2
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m3
were copiously poured upon us from on high*

Rising Sun

The same fall they were erecting a house of wor

ship at Rising Sun (either in Van Buren or Appanoose County) 

which "when finished will be the best in town." The Campbel- 

lites were fairly tolerant but the Presbyterians were very 

intolJerant toward the group* The Methodists refused the 

use of their building when the Laughery Association held a
A

meeting there that year. They, too, were unsympathetic 

with the new sect*

Iowa City

The group of liberals in the region of Iowa 

City, the territorial capitol, organized the first society, 

which endured long enough to be remembered by the older 

generation in the state today. It was so advantageously 

located as to exert considerable influence on the rest of 

the territory and later, on the state.

The Rev. A. R. Gardner moved to this locality 

from Henderson, Illinois, in 1837 or 1838. Before 1840 

religious services were held in the log cabins of the 

settlers. In that year Judge Coleman used his influence 

to secure the use of the Representative Hall in the tempor

ary State House in Iowa City. He also granted the use of 

it to the Universallsts upon the request of the Rev. A. R.

3
Star in the West (Cincinnati) Oct. 23. 1841.

4  ’

Ibid.. Nov. 13, 1841.
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Gardner. The other religious societies objected to having 

it opened to this group. The Judge, a fair minded Ameri

can, refused to discriminate* Because of this opposition 

the Rev. Mr. Gardner’s first service was well advertised 

and the hall held the largest audience yet to gather in 

Johnson County to hear a ’’̂ reaching”. Opposition continued 

from all the orthodox Protestant Christians. The Presby

terian, minister planned to extinguish all the candles at
a

their next meeting**' The Methodists refused to meet again 

in the hall after the Universal!sts had used it. Perhaps 

they thought that their salvation would be endangered if 

they worshiped within the same walls as "infidels and un

believers’*. They held their services thereafter on a pile 

of lumber in the open air on their lot until winter came*

In 1839 the town plat had reserved eight quarter 

blocks for religious societies. The following year the 

territorial legislature provided "An act to grant certain 

lots of land in Iowa City for church and literary purposes.” 

Any religious group was allowed an equal one half of any 

reserved one half block on the condition that they erect 

a building within three years.** Between 1840 and 1843 

seven of the quarter blocks were deeded, one to each of 

the following denominations; Baptist, Catholics, Metho

dist, Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, Presbyterian and

5
(no author) History of Johnson County. Iowa City,

(1883> PP* 433-34.
6
Benjamin F. Shambaugh, Iowa City a Contribution to the 

Early History of Iowa, Iowa City, 1893, PP* 89-90.
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Universalist.

Under Gardnerfs leadership those like-minded 

liberals organized the first tfciiversalist church of Iowa 

City, Nov. 6, 1841, at the home of Edward Foster. They 

elected a Board of trustees with Edward Foster, president;

Seth Baker, clerk; Daniel Hess, Treasurer. Seth Baker and 

Daniel Hess were each to serve a term of two years, Robert
o

Walker and Benjamin Weiser a term of three years. (The 

Rev. Augusta Chapin listed the charter members as they 

appear in the appendix.)

About ten days later, Nov. 17, 1841, the Rev.

A. R. Gardner appealed to John Gurley, the editor of the 

Star in the West for financial aid in the building of a 

church. They must erect one by July 31, 1843 or they 

would lose their title to the half acre of land on the 

corner of Iowa and Dubuque streets. The Presbyterians had 

sued for the title to the same lots and having been de

feated were appealing it to the Supreme Court. He had 

struggled against intense opposition for two years with 

not even ten dollars for the support of his family. Now 

that the lots were theirs and the society had thirty mem

bers they needed a church, and now was the time for the 

people back east to share in the missionary work on the;

7
Mack L. Townsend, Liberal Religions in Iowa in 1890 

(Thesis) p. 40.
8
Augusta J. Chapin, History of the Iowa City Church 

1871 - (in her own handwriting, Iowa Historical Library,
Iowa City).
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Q
frontier*

Just below the Rev. Mr. Gardner1 s letter (which 

may be read in the appendix) Mr. Gurley wrote of him)

“He is mild, benevolent, kind to everybody, yet zealous 

and persevering in the cause of Universallsm. We believe 

no man can say any evil thing of him. He has spent his 

property, and sacrificed his health in preaching in differ

ent parts of the West. He has several times been brought 

to the borders of the grave by excessive labor and frequent
i

exposure." And then in behalf of the society in Iowa City 

he made his own appeal:

"0 brethren, then help, help them! Send them 

money, nails, shingles, or anything that can be used in the 

building. Do not delay. Enclose any sum of money you may 

feel able to give and direct it to A. R. Gardner, Iowa 

City, Iowa Territory. Brethren! What will you give?’*̂ 0 

A week later the Rev. Mr. Gardner wrote again 

concerning his charge in Iowa, "A bill has been introduced 

in our legislature with a design to prevent our friends 

from occupying a 1 church reservef* They failed in their 

object, although much to our delay and consequent damage.

We now think we have succeeded in securing our lot." They 

were required to give a bond for one thousand dollars 

that a building valued at one thousand dollars would be 

9
The Star in the West (Cincinnati) Dec. 11, 1841

10 * *
Ibid. Nov. 20, 1841.
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erected within one year from the next July. f,I executed 

that bond with the fond expectation of that help we confi

dently ask at your hands. Dear brethren, shall we be dis

appointed?” He added, ”We have no place in which to hold 

public worship. Sectarianism with all its mad and baneful 

Influence is showing its hydra head. We have been refused 

the occupancy of the only room we had to hold meetings in.

We want a church were we can worship the God of our fathers 

without molestation.”'*'̂

On November 19, 1841, a few days after Mr. Gardner

wrote to The Star the first time, Seth Baker, George T.

Andrews, Rev. A. R. Gardner, Benjamin*Weiser and G. S.

12Sangster were chosen to act as a building committee. They 

purchased the "Ninety Dollar Temple”, a frame house, of 

James Hanby and James Aiken. They paid for it by two notes 

each for forty-five dollars bearing interest at eight per 

cent.^ This would secure permanently for them the quarter 

block on the corner of Iowa Avenue and Dubuque Street.

When the Universalist minister was writing of the 

intolerance of the Orthodox denominations he was probably 

referring not only to the litigation but also to some of 

the events that Jesse K. Strawbridge, a leader of the new 

Methodist Protestant church choir, has related. In 1841,

n
Ibid., Dec. 18, 1841.

12
Capt. F. M. Irish, History of Johnson County.

Annals of Iowa. VI ,.Oct., 1868," p* 303.
13
Mack L. Townsend, History of Liberal Religion In 

Iowa to 1890. (Master’s thesis) p. 41.

53



www.manaraa.com

the
/\Rev. W. W. Woods, founder and minister of the New School 

Presbyterian Church, announced that on the following Sab

bath day he would ”Bury Uhiversalisffl,,. Since they did not 

have a building, Mr. Gardner extended them an invitation 

to use the Universalist church and added that "inasmuch as 

we have to be buried, we prefer to be buried upon our own 

ground.” They accepted the invitation and a large and in

terested audience assembled to hear the able discourse*

After Mr. Gardner pronounced the benediction he announced 

that he would reply to the Rev. Mr. Wood at three that 

afternoon. He refuted every point and clearly stated the 

case for Uhiversalism. Many were convinced and joined his 

flock,.most notably the Methodist Protestant pastor, the 

Rev. John Libby. He served on the building committee and 

was interim pastor while Mr. Gardner was absent in the East 

soliciting funds for the new church# After having been 

absent a year on his quest, he returned in May, 1843, with 

contributions from twenty eastern and a few Ohio societies, 

amounting to fourteen hundred dollars in all. The most 

prominent contributing society named was the Orchard 

Street Church, New York City and the most famous individual 

contributors were P. T. Barnum and Horace Greeley.^

Work was begun on the church on May 22nd; the 

brick structure facing Dubuque Street progressed nicely.

15
R# I. Preston, ”The Universalist Church of Iowa 

City,” Old and New, Des Moines, Vol XVI, Jan. 1908, pp. 3-7.
15m
Townsend, o£. cit., p. 43#
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On the front gable this legend was placed, "He that is our 

God is the God of Salvation." On the rear wall was another 

one placed rather high but clearly distinguishable ”The 

Devil's Insurance Office” Facing this across the open ball 

ground was a single word inscription, '‘Hell”, on the Metho

dist Protestant Church wall*^

The first state convention, with delegates from 

Dubuque and Muscatine Societies, met in the newly-finished 

church. It had cost about five thousand dollars^ and it 

was dedicated on December 24th to the ”One true and living 

God".18 After successfully completing their church it 

would seem that they would now have a degree of security 

and could continue building constructively. However, the 

people faced many difficulties. One of the greatest pro

blems was where to find a minister, then, how to pay him.

They received subscriptions from the parishioners, rented 

the pews and collected ground rent on their one-fourth of a 

block on which other people had erected buildings for their 

private use. Mrs. Robbins owed $80 in the early 1860fs 

and was "unable to pay up the back ground rent on the lot 

upon which her house stands and wished the society to take 

the house. This the trustees proceeded to do. In 1868

Ibid.. p. 44.
17
Chapin, o£. cit.

18Townsend, op. cit.. p. 44* 19
19
First Universalist Church of Iowa City. Clerk's 

Record, Vol. 1, p. 40.V*,' 9 9
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the ground rent and interest on notes amounted to over

#1000.00.20
In 1845 Mr* Gardner resigned, perhaps because of

his continued ill-health* The trustees then offered to
the

rent their building toARev. Mr. Woods and the Presbyterian 

congregation since they had none* A Rev. Mr. Bailey was 

offered #100 to preach for one year. ”In March, 1846, it 

was resolved that the Rev. Isaac Kelso be hired for six 

months for #25*00 per month. In May, however, Mr* Kelso 

resigned and was paid the sum of #118.00. On May 26, 1846,, 

the Rev. Mr. Gaylord was hired to preach for one month and 

in June the record says, *he was thanked for his services*.”

Mr. J. H. Fisher went to the Henderson River Convention in 

Illinois in search of a preacher* In June,”1846, Rev.

I. M. Westfall came as minister and served the congrega- 

tion until 1849*11 This was an eventful, picturesque and 

colorful pastorate. The Daily Press says his ”Pastorate 

was characterized by an unvaried success and polemical 

triumphs in discussion with ministers of rival sects which 

brought his flock speedily into front rank and himself
pA **

into the most proper prominence.” The church membership 

increased, he was endeared to everyone and his memory/ 

lingered long amid that congregation. He was "bluff, out

spoken but withal a warm hearted pioneer preacher.” C. W.

20
Ibid*. 56.

21 ,
Iowa Press (Iowa City) Sept. 28, 1933 (J.A.Swisher)

22 *

Townsend, op. cit., p. 46*
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Irish described him in his Pioneer Preachers of Iowa as'a 

scholar and first-class controversialist, abilities which 

gave him great power when debating differences of doctrine 

with ministers of other denominations, an undertaking he 

was often called upon to assume. His labors gave to his 

sect a rapid growth in the new West'11* In 1848 a Rev*

Mr. Davis, a brilliant scholar, came to Iowa City* He 

was personally very different from the Universalist pastor 

and criticised the latter for his lack of polish. He 

lectured in the Mechanics Academy to an elite few but was 

never invited to occupy the Universalist pulpit. Rev.

Mr* Westfall resigned in 1849 and the Rev. D. P. Bunn came 

soon thereafter but remained less than a year. Following 

a brief pastorate by the Rev. H. S. Marble they were with

out a minister for some time. Mr. Marble was a great 

lover of children and did much to make the Sunday School 

prosper. He stressed its value in the building of a suc

cessful and prosperous church. The school had been organ-

24 "
ized by the Rev. Mr. Westfall, Dec. 6, 1846. In June,

1855, it was resolved that Rev. Mr. Peck be allowed five 

hundred dollars and house rent to preach ’Another year1..

This indicates that he had served as minister for some 

time before this date, although the time of his coming 

does not appear.”̂

§3
Townsend, op. cit., p. 46.

24
Ibid.

25
Iowa Press (Iowa City) Sept. 28, 1933*
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Dr. Daniel P. Livermore of Chicago, then the 

editor of the weekly organ of Universalism in the North

west, was called to this parish and the people were 

greatly disappointed when he did not accept. In May,

1858, the Rev. Eben Francis of Newark, N. J., was engaged 

as pastor at a salary of one thousand dollars, to be paid 

quarterly. He began his pastorate on July 11th. On 

December 7th, 1859* Mr. Millington appointed a committee 

to inform^Rev. Francis that the society was unable to 

continue their contract with him and that he was at liberty 

to accept an invitation elsewhere whenever he chose, but 

while he was pleased to remain they would do the very best

they could for him.”^  There is no record of when he
the

moved away butARev. William Brattain was employed June 

first I863 to preach for one half of the time for three 

hundred dollars. On November seventh the board annulled 

his contract and engaged him to preach full time for four 

hundred and fifty dollars. They also agreed to pay his 

daughter fifty dollars for playing the melodeon for the

y e a r - t h e  Rev. the

Both^A. C. Edmonds and/^Rev. Mr. Dickson were

there for a few services but either were not called or else

refused the call extended to them.

"In January, 1866, Rev. Joseph Kinney was engaged 
as pastor at a salary of seven hundred dollars per 
year, with the understanding that ’should success

The First Uhlversallst Church of Iowa City. Iowa. 
Clerk’s Record,. Vol. 1, pp. 32-38;

27
Ibid., p. 42.

38



www.manaraa.com

attend our efforts we will during the year, give a 
donation party to Brother Kinney as an addition to 
his salary1. When Rev. Mr. Kinney had served as 
pastor for.a little more than a year he became ill 
and on November second, 1867, tendered his resigna
tion subject to acceptance by the board. Upon con
sideration of the question it was resolved that the 
pastor’s salary be continued until the end of the 
year, and that the question of accepting his resigna
tion be indefinitely postponed’* [%hej Rev. [Mr.j 
Kinney was thus retained as minister until April 
1868.”28

He had been quite successful in drawing people to the 

church for in 1866 there were twenty-six new members add- 

ed. * His was a difficult task of drawing in the scattered 

members and organizing the church after a period of inac

tivity*

The business district had expanded around the 

location of the church and when a fire began there, it 

spread rapidly and the church was destroyed along with a 

number of other structures. November 7th, 1868 the church 

books show that ”J. N. Seydell reported that he had sold 

the old walls, for the sum of fifty-five dollars and paid 

the amount over to the treasurer”. ^  In 1868 they rented 

the Episcopalian Church on Dubuque Street, and the follow

ing year they used the Lutheran Church at Dubuque and 

Market Streets*

This was a crucial year for the Iowa City 

Society. It no longer had a church home and many of the 

28
Iowa Press (Iowa City) Sept. 28, 1933.

29
The First Unlversallst Church of Iowa City. Iowa. 

Clerk’s Record,. Vol. 1, p. 48.
30

Ibid.. Vol. 1, p. 55*
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older people were passing on; only H. H. Winchester and

J. Norwood Clark remained of the ”old guard”♦ Edward 

Foster who had served as the first president for seventeen 

successive terms had been succeeded by H. H. Winchester, 

Franklin Kimball passed on within two years, and “was 

mourned as no man has been mourned by the church not only, 

but by the whole community; which in him lost its most 

just citizen and the poor their best friend”. ^

In December the parish met for its annual meet

ing and ”to take into consideration the feasibility of 

engaging a pastor and having stated preaching.”̂ 2 ”J. P. 

Irish moved that the trustees be instructed to confer with 

the Rev. Miss Chapin and if in their judgment it be deemed 

advisable, to engage her as pastor for the ensuing year.”

They met together and she accepted their offer for one 

. year at a salary of fifteen hundred dollars. They must 

have been greatly impressed by her personality and abili

ties for that is far more than they ever offered anyone 

else and it would seem that they were in a poorer .economic 

situation than for many years•

The year 1870 found Iowa City with a Universal- 

ist society still1 active. It had met many years of opposi

tion from without together with the problems of finance and

frequent changes in pastors. But the group had grown and 
—

Daily Press (Iowa City) Jan. 13, 1873.
32
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was facing squarely its new difficulties with determina

tion and making progress^

Mt* Pleasant

"In 1847, I. M. Westfall, a Uhiversalist preacher, 
came to this city and it is possible he preached the 
first Universalist sermon in Mt. Pleasant* The first 
sermon, however, of which we are historically certain 
was preached by the Rev. M. L. Edwards in the Cumber
land Presbyterian Church on the comer of Main and 
Madison Streets, the site now occupied by the Public 
Library, and but 200 feet from the spot where this 
meeting is held,"33 (and the site of the present

building) on November 28, 1847* He preached in Henry and 

adjoining counties until the summer of 1851, and to him 

this church is indebted for its very existence and useful

ness*

Mrs* Sarah L. Clarke who was living in Mount

Pleasant wrote of I* M. Westfall in her diary^

"I was deeply impressed with a visit from him because 
he lost a horse which was a favorite with his wife 
and children. How could he go home to them without 
their pet? He could not restrain tears. Old Father 
(Edwards) who preached for us occasionally, said 
11 am sorry for this brother, so much, how sorry are 
the rest of you?1 Immediately a sufficient sum was 
raised to purchase a horse, and this act cemented .
the bond [of] friendship between minister and people."™

"August 6, 1848, is the historic date of the organi
zation of this society. On that day a ’meeting of 
persons favorable to the doctrine of universal salva
tion was held at the Court House in Mt. Pleasant1*
Arnon Lapham was chosen chairman and C. S. Clarke 
clerk. On motion it was voted expedient to form a 
Universalist society in this place. A Preamble and 
Constitution were adopted and signed by the several 

—

Roger S. G-aler, History of the First Universalist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 1924, (Manuscript)

34t
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persons present, and the following were elected 
officers of the society; Reuben Allen, Arnon Lapham,
John Craig, Trustees; Charles S. Clarke, Treasurer,
M. L. Edwards, Clerk*

"The Preamble reads as follows;

•Whereas the preaching of the Gospel and the 
practice of the moral precepts of Jesus Christ are 
calculated to improve the condition and character of 
man and promote human happiness, therefore,.

We whose names are hereunto appended do hereby 
agree to associate ourselves together to be known as 
the 1First Universal!at Society of Mt. Pleasant* and 
agree to be governed by the following Constitution#*

" This was a society, not a church proper, but 
afterward became such and was incorporated July 11,
1850".35

In the years immediately following their organi

zation they did not have regular services# In 1852 the 

Rev# W. E. Manly preached a series of discourses# Mrs*

Sarah Clarke and her husband Dr# Charles Clarke emigrated 

to Iowa from Ohio, Aug# 8, 1842# They were Uhiversalists 

and at first she especially missed her former church# She 

kept a diary and wrote in it at intervals for she was a 

busy person with a family and entertained any itinerant 

ministers of her faith that chanced to be passing through# 

Frequently she mentions her church in the entries. May 

21, 1852; she says, "Brother Hicks influenced the estab

lishment of family worship in many families in Mt. Pleasant, 

among them that of Dr# C."

March 28, 1852,the journal read/*We had a second meeting

today and organized a Bible class. It was, for a beginning,

35 ~

Galer, ojd. cit*. p. 1#
* (Charter members are listed in the appendix)

62



www.manaraa.com

quite interesting”•

April 3, 1852,"We are getting up subscriptions to prepare 

T. Bereyman to become a minister# How I would like to fur

nish means to take him and William (Cole) through college"# 

Then she expressed the thought that it would be best if 

they should earn their way> "They would prize it more#" 

"However," she continued’"We intend to take money paid in

to our Dorcas Society" to purchase books for the boys#

"This is to be done in the name of *The Universalisti 

Ladies Society/of the Universalist church1" (Mr# Cole was 

in the first graduating class from the theological school 

at Lombard College.))

Dec. 11, 1853, the journal reads —  "I wrote to Brother 

Chapin to ask his assistance in building a church here#

Mrs# Edwards is writing to Brother Gurley for the same 

purpose and Mary Corbin intends to write Biddlecome#

Heaven speed these letters on their mission. 0, how I do 

want a church!"

Jan. 15, 1854, "No answer to our letters# I got the family 

all off to church today. It is so much better to have 

children acquire habits while young that they should retain 

in after life. Charles attended church twice last Sab

bath. " A busy doctor could not often go to church#

March 16, 1854, the Journal continues,"I received a letter 

last night from Brother Thomas. He could not assist us in 

building a church# He advises us to assemble ourselves 

together every Sabbath morning and read a portion of the
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scriptures and have read a printed sermon and thus enjoy, 

ourselves as well or better than in a cathedral. Oh, that 

we could have a conference meeting, a prayer meeting of 

our own. How much spiritual happiness we would enjoy.”

March 21, 1854; ”1 have ever thought that there was too 

little spirituality in our denomination; that we are too 

much afraid of being like the orthodox and go to the oppo

site extreme. Would that we had a tenth of the zeal that 

the orthodox have.” Perhaps she was becoming discouraged 

with those less zealous than she, who were members of the 

society.

On January 21, 1854, they had voted to buy a lot of John 

Craig on which to erect a church but she writes in her 

diary on April 11, 1854, “It appears that we are not going 

to get the lot of Craig for a church and if we do not I 

am afraid they will all get discouraged. I do not know 

where next to look for help. Perhaps we have looked too 

much to an earthly aid and have not trusted sufficiently 

to Him who is able to bestow upon us whatsoever things are 

for our good .... I hope the Lord will put it into the head 

of Brother Brown to visit us. I know that he would arouse 

us to double our diligence.”

April 50, 18545 ”A letter from Brother Brown last Monday.

He thinks that he will come to make us a visit of two weeks. 

Some object to paying him because his stay will be too 

short. If he does come I trust no one will regret it.

They cannot help liking him. The trouble is now whether we
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will"be able to procure a building to preach in. I have 

wanted [for] three years to get Charles * consent to write 

and now after hearing that he will come there are a great 

many objections* Mr* A. would not give anything until he 

sees him.” Between the lines can be read the story of the 

work of the women in the Dorcas Society to keep this 

church alive and growing*

May 10, 1854} ”1 wrote to Brother daylord*s wife in regard 

to our church. If we do not get assistance from Columbus 

I do not know but we shall have to give up and not try to 

build a church* I am more anxious than ever to have 

preaching since Brother Brown came, having discovered a 

number of persons who are almost of our faith. They would 

be quite if they could hear the truth for awhile.”̂

11 In the spring of 1855 the Rev. D. W. Morey com

menced preaching and remained here until fall® During 

his stay the project of building was set on foot and be

fore he left in the Fall the present building was enclosed.”^  

“In January 7, 1854 at the annual meeting a committee con

sisting of Messers* Allen, Rodgers, Leedham and Clarke was 

appointed to report what steps were necessary to be taken 

to secure a suitable site for a meeting h o u s e T h e y -  

obtained a site and began the work in 1855 and finished it 

by 1857• It is the same building as the society was using

35
Fred Clark*’ , Fairfield, Iowa, to Miss Grace 

Roberts, Nov. 28, 1938>(contained excerpts from his 
mother1s diary•)

37 v*
3Jroop, 0£* cit*. p. 1.

38
Galer,Q£. cit., p.l.
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in 1943.

"Harris Palmer and William Leedham were the con

tractors and Mr. Allsup worked with them. Henry Leedham 

made and put in the seats, and ten or fifteen years later 

made the inside blinds (shutters) a Job creditable to him 

as a master workman, every part well done. Nelson Lathrop 

had the contract for the stone work, a man by the name of 

Gile, the brick work."^

Mrs. Clark wrote June 16, 1898, that "We had a 

long hard struggle to get a church home. The ladies 

toiled, I had almost said day and night, but after the 

house was enclosed, they found it would be impossible to 

seat and furnish it, without aid from outside. We had re

frained from begging, although we had aided others accord

ingly to our ability in previous years. We Started a sub

scription, and the first one on my list was the whole- 

souled Hon. Jas. Harlan, for twenty-five dollars. Perhaps 

you can imagine how grateful we were, and I confess to 

shedding happy tears over it. It seems such a God-send.

We could not boast of much friendship, from our orthodox 

friends. They seem to think it a religious duty to oppose 

us to the death. We had many heartaches over the unchrist

ian treatment received. Thank God, the old bitterness is 

being overcome, and •in His name His children are coming 

together more and more1"*^

TJroop, 0£. Cit. , p. 3i
40
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Brother Craig of Oskaloosa in July of the same 

year, wrote,"We had hard times those days. We were start

ing a new thing and now doctrines are always unpopular, 

especially so when our eternal destinies are at stake, and 

that was the almost universal opinion then and to some
41

extend is so yet." Leroy Palmer wrote to Miss Josephine 

Leedham,

"It was the evil spirit of this greatest exponent 
of Calvinism (Jonathan Edwards) against which our 
Universalist pioneers threw themselves with a fervor 
and conviction that had no parallel except, perhaps, 
in that which led to the abolition of human slavery#

Our little church was one of the pioneers in 
that great warfare of the intelligence and reason of 
man against the fast disappearing dogmas of medieval 
creeds#

"In these days of self indulgent ease, and 
ethical and religious complacency, timid, good people 
may way ‘Why bring that up?1 No one believes those 
monstrous dogmas todayi True enough, but this 
generation will never fully know or appreciate the 
transcendent moral courage of the pioneer —  evangel 
of religious liberalism until they recall the powers . 
of darkness —  so to speak —  which confronted them."̂ 2

While they were in the process of building the 

church, they had the pleasure of having the Rev# Mr# Morey 

return. Mrs. Clark wrote^Feb. 18, 1856 —  "I heard an

other good sermon from Rev# Morey. Our friends remained 

after the sermon to make arrangements for regular preach

ing. Mr. Howe offered his school house if no other place 

could be obtained, in which to hold meetings." - for the 

church was not yet finished.

j_ ■

Throop, o£. cit.. p. 4.
42

Leroy Palmer, Washington, D. C. to Miss Jo Leedham,, 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa - undated.
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March 7, 1856, "Rev. Morey discoursed on conscience, would 

that I could at least portray the sublimity and beauty of 

his arguments in favor of Christianity as being preferable 

to infidelity and idolatry."

April 22, 1856, "We met at Shaws this afternoon to practice 

singing. How we want a good teacher of music!” Three days 

later they met again at her home to practice their singing.

Feb., 1857 she wrote,

"Many changes have taken place in this rapidly grow
ing city. We have established an Industrial Circle 
in which we have made enough to purchase a good share 
of the furniture for our church and hope to be able 
to get the rest next season. I solicited help from 
others to purchase lumber for the seats and they are 
being made. They have engaged Brother Linell to come 
and preach for them commencing April first. Our church 
will be completed and a minister in it about the time 
we leave here so that we will not enjoy its privileges. 
This I regret more than anything else. Oh, the break
ing of all the old associations and leaving all the 
old tried friends, and our home where we have been at
tached to every tree, shrub and flower and when, too, 
our church is ready to use and a minister to break the 
bread of life, which we so much need for ourselves and 
for our children. Pen cannot describe our feelings.
Not even Charles has any idea how deeply I regret to 
leave the church. Shall we ever feel at home again 
and find such friends as we have left."^3

They were compelled to move to Fairfield to safeguard the

doctor*s health.

"On July 26, 1857 the church took action to invite 
the State Convention to meet here in September, on 
which occasion the house was to be dedicated. The 
committee was W. R. Cole, M. L. Edwards, Sumner 
Stebbins, Jonathan Perkins, and H. C. Leedham. It 
was ordered that Rev. 0. A. Skinner of Chicago be 
invited to deliver the dedicatory sermon. The 
ladies were requested to appoint a committee to act

Clark, op. cit.
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in conjunction with the above committee on arrange
ments*

In September, 1857# Mrs. Clark made this entry 

concerning the dedication>

"We have just been to Mt. Pleasant to attend the state 
Convention —  the first time I have been there since 
we left and a joyful season It was. The church was 
dedicated Saturday —  sermon by Brother Otis Skinner 
[the father of the famous actor of the same name] a 
sermon long to be remembered by all who heard it#
We had excellent discourses from other ministers#
Sunday afternoon communion services were administered. 
Brother Skinner officiating and truly brotherly love 
and Christian charity prevailed. This was the most 
interesting communion I ever attended.

"Sunday morning Br. Zornes was ordained. Surely 
every soul present felt the solemnity of the occasion.
I could not wish to have a more comprehensive and 
solemn exhortation than Brother Skinner gave on the 
presentation of the scriptures nor a more heartfelt 
impressive welcome to the ministry than came from 
Brother Tomlinson when giving the right hand of fellow
ship. Oh, that we might enjoy more frequently such 
gatherings. "45

The Rev. W. B. Linnell became the first regular 

pastor In 1857 at an annual salary of six hundred dollars.

He resigned October 31, 1858. He "was agx^essive, argumen

tative. Like the pioneer Universalist preachers, he made 

sure his foundations, believing that to be the important 

work."^ During the Rev. W. F. Brattain’s pastorate which 

began in 1860# there were large accessions to membership, 

twenty on November fourth, 1861, and thirteen more on April

---- 5?------------------------ :---------------------------
G-aler, 0£. olt.. p#> 1.

45
Clarke, op. cit.

46
The First Universalist Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. 

Secretary's Record, Vol. 1, p. 38* (hereafter Mt. Pleasant 
Church Record!
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9, 1862#^ The Rev, E. Morris ”was a young man, differ

ing from the others in that his greatest effort was to 

establish and encourage the Sunday School and cultivate 

among his people the Christian life and character# The 

Sunday School under his ministration was the largest it
AO

has ever been in our history#"̂ 0 He was pastor from 1865- 
i*
a67 and was followed by the Rev. Augusta Chapin, who served

very successfully during one year# More than thirty were

admitted to membership and great was their loss when she

accepted a position in Milwaukee at a much larger salary#

‘it was a great disappointment to us all, especially to Dr#

Chamberlin, who joined the church under her ministrations,

and who saw in her success in the ministry a new opening

for woman*s work in the churches#

”Rev# J. W. Chaffin came to us a new convert from 
the Methodist Church in May, 1869* He held firmly 
to the cardinal principles of our church, yet 
preached with zeal and earnestness the supreme 
importance of cultivating the faith in the things 
not seen, which are eternal# Many liked his preach
ing, but when his year was out he resigned and went 
back to the Methodist Church# The church at the 
time of his ministry was the strongest in its history, 
paying him the largest salary ever paid before or 
since#”50

There were no extended periods when the church, 

was pastorless but all of the ministers were there for 

2—

Throop, 0£# clt#, p* 12#
48

Ibid#>P* 12.
49

Ibid# ,p. 12.
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short periods except the Rev* Mr* Brattain who served

four years* The largest salary paid to any minister was

one thousand two hundred dollars to the Rev. J. W. Ghaffin.

Frequently they faced financial shortages. When the Rev.

Mr. Linnell left in 1858 we find this record, "Resolved,

that we deeply regret the necessity which compels the

sundering of our present pastoral relations but deem it

impossible under existing conditions to raise a sum suffix

cient for the support of a pastor, after the expiration

of our present e n g a g e m e n t . A n d  again on June 9, 1864,

"Whereas this church by great exertions has Just 
relieved itself from burdensome pecuniary obliga
tions; whereas further considerable outlay of means 
is still necessary to repair and put into order our 
House of Worship, and defray incidental expenses; 
whereas in addition to other demands upon us it is 
our duty, during the terrible struggle for existence 
through which our nation is passing, to respond 
generously to the calls on us made in behalf of our 
struggling and suffering soldiers in field and camp, 
and their suffering families in our midst; whereas 
therefore we are unable, at present, with other 
pressing duties to employ and adequately compensate 
a minister of the gospel, and deem it unwise and 
improper to make engagements that we have not the 
ability to fulfil#"52

However good fortune smiled upon this Uhiversa- 

list Church when Sister Lavinia Griffith,,a generous 

member, gave the church a quarter Section of land in 

Greene County, Iowa in 1865* It was sold and the proceeds 

enabled "the church to discharge all of its pecuniary/

obligations."53 

51
Mt. Pleasant Church Record Vo1. 1, op. cit., p. 27.

52^
Ibid*. Vol. 1, p. 49.

Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 51.
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They must have had difficulty in securing regu

lar financial contributions from the members because on 

June 25, I865, they passed this regulation,"All who thus 

contribute to the support of preaching [contribute regu

larly/ shall be entitled to vote on all questions involv

ing the choice or compensation of a p a s t o r * They con

sidered at one time the feasibility of renting the pews 

but decided against it because it seemed to them undemo

cratic.

Services were continued under lay leadership

whenever they were pastorless. In 1869 they thanked E. A.

Van Oise and William E. Cole for their ministerial aid? *

"Sextons were appointed from the members who should take

turns in caring for the church for two weeks each. Among

these names we find M. L. Edwards, B. F. Pixley, J. A.

Throop and William R. Cole*"55

"Those were primitive times and all kinds of econo
mies had to be adopted. Times were hard from 1857 
onward, wages were low, and there was no consider
able surplus of wealth in the community. Ministers 
stayed but a short time in any one place. Frequent 
changes prevented any continuity of effort or 
policy. Several times the church voted to go with
out a minister until finances became more favorable, 
always with the firm resolution to maintain the 
Sunday School as the surest prophecy for the future."50

"Just when a school was started in our church the 
records do not say but in 1859 at a church meeting 
the following resolution was adopted:
p

Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 53*
55
R. S. G-aler, op. cit., p. 2.
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’Whereas we are now destitute of a pastor,
-Resolved: that we will do all in our power indi
vidually and collectively to sustain our Sabbath 
School1•”57

c...* In August ,1863, the record reveals, ”The following

Brothers and Sisters were appointed a committee to visit

and counsel with such members of this church as habitually

neglect attendance on its meetings for Public Worship and

also to impress on the minds of parents the importance of

having their children in regular and punctual attendance

on our Sabbath School."-*®

Dr. William Chamberlin gave the church some

books in 1848* In July,Brother John Craig was appointed

librarian and Bros. Clarke, Craig and Pixley were chosen

”to prepare and report regulations in regard to keeping

59
and circulating said books.” His journal of Aug. 17#

1859 ”tells of fcls visits in person and by letter solicit

ing material for the library.

"He says that some on whom he called were very 

agreeable, gave one or more volumes but others failed to 

understand the object and gave nothing. Enough were 

agreeable, for under the heading of donations we find they 

came from" all denominations and all parts of the east.^

"It was a library based on broad culture rather than 

—

Laura Bowman Galer, History of the Mt. Pleasant 
Universalist Sunday School (manuscript).

5§
Mt. Pleasant Church Record. Vol. I, p. 44.

59
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 10.

60
Grace Roberts, History of the Universalist Library 

(Manuscript). *
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narrow doctrinal teaching •... This library drew many book 

hungry young people to the llniversalist doors."^

11 In 1869 regular teachers meetings were held for 

study and improvement in teaching methods* This (was] a 

movement far beyond the general usage of that time."^ The 

record states that "to secure success a teacher needs to 

understand the lesson well and be in active sympathy with 

the p u p i l s R e v *  J. M. Chaffin and M. L. Edwards framed 

the Constitution and directed the weekly meetings* They 

had a staff of fifteen teachers so the school must have 

been quite large*

Dr* Chamberlin loved his church and gave gener

ously to it from the time it was founded although he was 

living in Burlington most of the time. On December 23,

1868 he was thanked for an "elegant communion service, 

beautiful symbolic pictures" and "valuable books for our 

denominational library*" His benevolences were of a 

greater scope than a mere denomination, as the article 

written by M. L. Edwards entitled "The Career of a Re

markable Man" would reveal. His "idea of genuine religion 

was, that it consists in doing good to others" an appro

priate application of the Uhiversalist principle "The 

brotherhood of man*"

61
Laura Bowman G-aler, op* cit.
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Mt* Pleasant Uhiversalist Sunday School Record, p. 10*
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“He also brought with him to Iowa a number of Mexi
can land warrants. One of these he gave to the Mt. 
Pleasant Society, one to the society at Oskaloosa, 
and one or two each to other societies. The one he 
gave to the Mt. Pleasant society laid on land in the 
county, brought one thousand two hundred dollars, 
which went toward the church building. While liv
ing at Mt. Pleasant he was an active member of the 
school board and devoted considerable time to the 
interests of the school. He also, during the same 
period, gathered and set on foot, through solicitation 
and purchase, aapublic library of several hundred 
volumes. This library constituted the nucleus of what 
is now the Ladles Library of Mt. Pleasant which has 
become one of the established institutions of the 
city. While living in Burlington, in conjunction with 
Senator Grimes and others, he aided in the establish
ment of the Burlington City Library and took personal 
care of it for some two or three years. In 1855 he 
placed in the hands of the trustees of the Universa- 
11st Society at Mt. Pleasant the sum of one thousand 
dollars, to be invested and the interest to be used
annually”64

“in paying the clergyman who shall preach their 
Christmas sermon, the sum of ten dollars. The balance 
to be expended in such charitable ways as the trustees 
shall decide advisable in Henry County, Iowa, without 
respect to sect or denomination. July 22, 1874, 
nineteen years after the first donation, Dr. Chamber
lin Increased the sum so that with the addition of a 
few years' interest it became a principal of six 
thousand dollars. This sum was required to be placed 
at interest and one fourth of the annual revenue from 
the same was to be annually credited to the church 
expense fund as a compensation for the care of the 
same. Ninety dollars to be credited to the local re
lief fund, ten dollars for the Christmas sermon, and 
the balance of the said interest was required to be 
sent to relief committees of Universalist and Uni- - 
tarian churches located in this and adjoining states, 
to be used solely for the relief of the needy,
“whether saint or sinner, Universalist or Partialist."

“He also placed a like fund of one thousand 
dollars for like purposes with the trustees of the

g5 —

M. L. Edwards, The Career of a Remarkable Man pub
lished Aug. 9, 1884, in a Mt. Pleasant newspaper (clipping 
was found among the Mt. Pleasant church records.)
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Universalist Ghurch at Galesburg ... [He] gave 
Lombard University, about I856 or 1857# five thous
and dollars, some valuable books to the library and 
some additions to the cabinet* He was made trustee 
in 1858, and served some years. In 1870 he added to 
his former gift certain bank stocks worth three 
thousand dollars.M66

There were many in this faithful group who were 

capable leaders, loyal and diligent workers. The person

nel of those holding the offices varied frequently showing 

no shortage of able members* However, there was one man 

who ms continuously in office, M* L. Edwards. He was 

clerk from 1848 until 1864 and thereafter he held a variety 

of positions on the Board. He was a man of a generous 

nature, with a firm undaunted faith, an integrity of 

thought and life, and a remarkable self-poise under the 

most trying circumstances. His contemporaries “never heard 

him speak evil of another but he extended to all the broad

est charity, the most generous spirit. Every duty was 

well done, conscientiously observed.”^

“Theological discussions were quite common in those 
days and the Universal!sts must haye been sharply 
divided among themselves, for on April 3, 1859 a 
resolution was introduced and adopted reciting that 
various views as to the authority of the Old and 
New Testament Scriptures were held and advising 
that no discussion on these subjects be held at the 
meetings and conferences of the society, but that ^  
full liberty of thought be granted and respected.”^

In I867 William R. Cole, one of the charter members, with

drew from the society and became affiliated with the

SS
Edwards, op. cit.
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Unitarians. This was not uncommon in many communities 

where there was a liberal group, they were a composite of 

varying degrees of liberalism. M. L. Edwards counseled 

them thus

"And whereas in all meetings for religious worship, 
and the cultivation and improvement of our religious 
natures, it is of paramount importance that a .
Christian spirit and harmony of feeling should be 
maintained; whereas, extended discussion on points 
of difference are apt to engender a controversial 
spirit and occasion personal reflection and unpleas- 

" ant feeling, therefore let us resolve that in all our 
religious meetings and', conferences it shall be our 
effort to keep alive and promote that fraternal 
spirit, without which all such meetings must be worse 
than useless. In giving utterance to what we think 
and feel, do it always with kindly deference for the 
views and feelings of others, and as an expression 
of our own conviction of truth and duty, rather than 
by way of controverting what may be advanced and' 
held by others. ~?̂ Tatch ye, stand fast in the 
faith, quit you like me, be strong. Let all that ye 
do be done in lovef.w®9

Dubuque

The story of the church in Dubuque was written 

by Dr. Amos Crum, the pastor, when they commemorated the 

twentyrfifth anniversary of their organization. From this 

account of the History of the First Uhiversalist Society* 

it appears that the delegates at the State Convention in 

Iowa City in 1843 did not represent an organized group but 

some adherents who lived in Dubuque and perhaps entertained 

itinerant ministers. The account of the anniversary 

appeared in the Dubuque Daily Herald, May 26, 1883• The 

Society being no longer extant, and the books among the

77
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missing, the newspapers were the only source of informa

tion. Dr. Crum#s account reveals much about their early 

problems and progress*

“Probably as early as the year 1837 there were among 
the population of Dubuque a few persons who avowed 
themselves believers in the doctrine of the ultimate 
redemption of the entire human family from sin and 
their consequent elevation to a state of endless 
felicity. Dr. Timothy Mason is authority for the 
statement that an attempt was made to form a society 
of such believers, but the circumstances being un
favorable it was abandoned. Prom time to time, as 
the town increased in population, the proposition to 
organize was repeatedly agitated, and it was as often 
determined that the proper season had not arrived 
for the inauguration of a society* The believers, 
however, embraced every opportunity for having occas
ional preaching by ministers of the faith who chanced 
to pass this way. Many, likewise, were subscribers 
for some denominational papers —  especially for the 
Better Covenant the parent and precursor of the ex
cellent organ which now {bears the] ... title of the 
Star and Covenant*

“In the fall of 1857 (thel Revs* |Mr3 Tomlinson,
[Mr.] Slade and &!r.] Mason preached in Dubuque, and 
although the nptices were usually short the attend
ance was gratifying to all and the contributions were 
characteristically liberal. In the month of January 
1858, Mr. Able had an interview with Timothy Mason in 
wnich he proposed the establishment of a Unitarian 
society, and inquired whether Mr. Mason would support 
[it] • The latter very readily assented, expressing 
however, his preference for a society which should 
affirm Universallst sentiments. A revival of relig
ion, such as were frequent in those days, commenced 
about that time, and Mr. Abel was converted, becoming 
a member of the Congregational Church, thus ending 
his interest in a distinct Unitarian movement. How
ever in the opinion of many, the time had come for a 
liberal Christian organization in Dubuque....

“The following card became the initial step toward 
the later movement, and deserves to be preserved in 
the records of the church for the years to come. It 
was circulated on printed slips and read as follows:

78
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* Dubuque, 19th March, 1858
<
Dear Sir—

*A meeting of those who are interested in the 
establishment of a church of liberal Christians in 
this city will be held on Monday evening next,
March 22 at 7 P. M. in the large room over Couch and 
Gilbert’s*

‘it is deemed that the present time particularly 
calls for this action on the part of those who are 
anxious to see opened a place of worship in which 
they can hear sound and rational theology separated 
from dogmas, to which they cannot listen with any 
pleasure or profit to themselves* We are sure there 
are a sufficient number in Dubuque favorable to this 
movement to insure its success and we hope to re
ceive your hearty cooperation* We enclose a dupli
cate of this circular, which please use for the good 
of the cause, and we are, dear sir,

Yours obediently,

Wm* S* Couch

B.S* Downed 1

“Mason’s sketch says: ’The publication and circula
tion of this modest notice at the moment when a 
modem revival had been gotten up, caused something 
of a sensation in the religious community. Some re
ceived the announcement with a kimd of holy horror, 
and attributed it to Individual hostility to the 
revival* The more discerning saw in it the progress 
of liberal views and the advance of the age. There 
was much conjecture as to the design and object to 
be accomplished and besides unlimited private com
ment the matter was accorded the questionable kind
ness of public notice from one of the pulpits*.“70

The meeting was held on the appointed evening,

March 22, 1858, over Couch and Gilbert’s Store, 110 Main 

Street, Dr* Timothy Mason was invited to preside and

C. H. McArthur was elected secretary. Consideration was 

given to three names for the proposed organization,

Dubuque Daily Herald, May 26, 1883*
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8e

namely: The Society of Liberal Christians, The First

Universalist Society of Dubuque, and The Society for 

Christian Progress. The latter, suggested by Mr. G-. A. 

Blanchard, was accepted. Thirty-seven people left their 

names with the secretary signifying their desire to assoc

iate themselves with the society. (See the appendix for 

the names) Messrs. B. S. Downer, A. A. Edgar ton, and E. 

Harwood were commissioned to draw up the rules for the 

government of the new group. A committee composed of Wm.

S. Couch, L. D. Randall, and D. S. Cummings was appointed 

to procure a place for the meetings and to engage the 

services of a pastor or of temporary supplies for the pul

pit. George L. Matthews and Arthur McArthur were charged 

with the responsibility of soliciting subscriptions in 

the interest of the society. On Sunday, April 4, 1858, the 

Rev. L. B. Mason of Chicago preached twice. The following 

evening they met to reconsider the name they had previous

ly chosen. L. D. Randall moved that a two-thirds majority 

decide the question. The result was that twenty-three 

votes were cast for The First Universalist Society of 

Dubuque, fourteen were cast for The First Unitarian Society 

of Dubuque, and there were eight scattered ones. The title * 

receiving the largest number of votes was unanimously ac

cepted by the Society. One thousand dollars was pledged 

to conduct religious services and they invited the Rev.

Mr. Dennis to preach two Sundays in the near future.

"The Rev. Mr. Conant, a Unitarian clergyman, preached
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twice on Sunday, April 11, 1858. [a week laterj 
Timothy Mason preached in Odd Fellows Hall. April 
25th and May 2nd, Rev. W. E. Manley preached in the 
new hall of the Globe building, and it is noted 
that good audiences were in attendance and that a 
choir was organized by Messrs. 03. S.] Downer and 
[Wm. S.] Couch.

” [The] Odd Fellows* Hall having been leased by 
other organizations, the committee on public worship 
rented |the] Globe Hall, on Main Street, for one 
year. An arrangement was made whereby the committee 
agreed to pay the expenses of [the] Rev. Mr. Dennis 
from Melrose, Mass., to Dubuque and return, and an >
additional sum of thirteen dollars per Sunday. The 
amount was raised by a pro rata assessment on the 
subscribers.‘*71

On May 9th, 16th and 23rd Mr. Dennis preached 

in Dubuque. “Dr. Timothy Mason records of these three 

Sundays in May, 185b, that *it Gained almost constantly, 

but the congregations continued to increase until they 

almost filled the Globe Hall1.'* "On May 25th a meeting of 

the society was held whereat they decided to call the 

Rev. Mr. Dennis. He “returned to Melrose for his family. 

During his absence the Sabbath school and bible class 

were continued, and on two Sabbaths sermons were read to
]

the congregation by laymen.” He arrived in Dubuque to 

assume his responsibility as their pastor on July 1, I858; 

and thus “began the first and longest and most successful 

pastorate the church has had.”̂

From its very beginning the Dubuque Universal- 

ist Society had been interested in socials, picnics, ex

cursions and countless occasionals. Many enterprises were

71Ibld.
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undertaken for the prosperity of the cause* One of them

"was conceived by six gentlemen in the society, J. K. 
Graves, R. E. Graves, L. D. Randall, D. K. Cornwell,
Geo. L. Matthews, and J. H. Bartlett. They purchased 
a lot on the corner of Ninth and Main streets with a 
view of donating it to the society for church pur
poses. And zealous spirits may at one time have 
dreamed that a Universalist church would rise amid 
the city’s din where Towle and Buxton’s store now 
stands. -But such was not the course of destiny that 
ultimately opened before the society, for, passing 
many pages of routine history in society affairs we 
find that on June 13, 1859 a meeting was held, Wm.
S. Couch presiding, for the purpose of perfecting a 
legal organization of the society according to 
statute.••

"Articles of association were ultimately drawn 
up and duly recorded and testified to by Julius K.
Graves, said to have been duly qualified, commission
ed, and sworn, in and for Dubuque County, state of 
Iowa, S. S., on the 14th day of July, i860. The 
incorporators were L. D. Randall, J. H. Bartlett,
W. E. Massey, A. Blossom, C. J. Cummings, A. Chamber- 
lain, Timothy Mason, R. E. Graves, D. K. Cornwell,
Geo. L. Matthews, W. S. Couch, and W. P. Allen.
This instrument received the official witness and 
notorial seal of Wm. Hyde Clark, July 14, I860, and 
was duly recorded...•

"Under the dates of May 20 and May 31, 1862 
are ample records of propositions, discussions and 
subscriptions for purchasing this church property 
entire from the Baptist society. And in the process 
of negotiations this First Universalist Society of 
Dubuque, Iowa, about June 10, 1862 acquired this 
property."73

On March 16th, the following year, the Rev. Mr. 

Dennis tendered his resignation. He refused all induce

ments to remain and closed his pastorate six days later, 

after having successfully served this society for four 

years and ten months. He was succeeded by Rev. J. M.
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Hanson whose acceptance of the call was received Decem

ber 6 , 1865. Mr. Hanson’s labors extended to 1868, the 

pulpit was supplied from July 1869, to June 2 7 , 1870, by 

the following clergymen: The Revs. Mr. Hamilton, A. J.

Chapin, J. J. Austin, George S. Weaver, J. G. Adams, J.

E. Forrester, G. F. Flanders, J. W. Keyes, B. M. Tillot- 

son, L. J. Fletcher, Sumner Ellis, D. M. Read, the Rev.

J. S. Dennis, E. R. Sanborn, E. L. Conger, and W. T. Clark.

The following clergymen were pastors of the church after 

the departure of the Rev. Mr. Dennis in 1863; Rev. D. M.

Reed, 1863-1865, the Rev. J. W. Hanson, 1866-1869 ^  and 

the Rev. Amos Crum, D. D.

The Sunday School was organized May 2 3 , 1 8 5 8.

It became one of the strongest and most useful branches 

of the church.

“On Sunday July 4, I8 5 8 , a group of the church mem
bers organized themselves into a Society known as 
the ’Dubuque Universalist Sabbath School Associa
tion.* Its first officers were Dr. tTimothy ] Mason, 
Pres., W. S. Couch, Vice Pres., C. H. McArthur,
Sec'y. and L. D. Randall, Treas. The purpose was to 
perfect an organization of adults who would hold 
themselves in readiness to act in any capacity need
ed for the benefit of the Sunday School. It was 
their duty to see that the children of the church 
members were in Sunday School and to locate other 
children, who had no church home and to invite them 
to come. Considerable entertainment was arranged 
for, some on quite a large scale, such as the 
chartering of a boat at a cost of $1 2 5 .0 0  for a 
picnic; and Christmas entertainments in which the 
children were shown every consideration. The dues of 
this organization were one dollar for gentlemen and 
fifty cents for ladies. There are lengthy records 
on file that show this to have jDeen a very active
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and useful society* 
h
Its lists of charter members included such names 

as: Dr* Mason, 0. H. McArthur, L. D. Randall, W. S*
Couch, D. K. Cornwell, J. S. Dennis, W. Longhurst, A.
A* Edgerton, Mrs. S. P. Edgerton, C. J. Cummings, Mrs.
F. C. Cummings, John C. Howell, Jerry Mahaney, C. H. 
Wright, Mrs. E. S. Wright, Marcia Longhurst, Orason 
Chamberlain, Mrs. Lucinda Chamberlain, Annie G-. Lewis,
S. M. Russell, D. S. Cummings, L. A. Cummings, Mr* 
and Mrs. G. L. Matthews, Jeannette Brown and M. A*
Brown. There are records on file to December 20,
1871, showing that they met regularly during these 
years. The last report shows Miss Frances Cummings 
as Secretary and Treasurer, with H. M. Kingman as 
Superintendent of the Sunday School."75

Tipton

The First Universalist Society of Tipton sent 

delegates to the convention in 1848 at Iowa City. In 1849 

the Rev. T. Abbott was the minister preaching there. Six 

years later they entertained the state convention them

selves. They were organized in 1859 under the leadership 

of the Rev. J. P. Sanford with fifteen members also a 

Sabbath School of about twenty children. “Meetings were 

held in the Old Court House, with occasional preaching by 

[ the RevJ Joy Bishop and khe Rev.] J. P. Sanford.

Alonzo Shaw, Secretary. "76

Anamosa

The Anamosa Universalist Society was first re

ported in the Convention in 1849# just one year after the 

organization of the group in Mt. Pleasant. They either did

75
Ibid*

76
History of Cedar County, Iowa, Chicago, I878, p. 473 

smd Iowa Universalist Convention, President^ Notebook.
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not own any property or else they never deeded it to the

state organization because they have no record of its

disposal after 1874 when they last sent delegates to the

77
annual statewide gathering of Uhiversalists.11

Oskaloosa

The Oskaloosa Universalist Church with the six 

charter members, was organized in the Court House under 

the leadership of the Rev. Thomas Ballinger. Delegates 

were sent at once to the Iowa Universalist Convention in 

session at Maquoketa in 185Q?® One of the land warrants 

Dr. W. B. Chamberlin of Burlington brought to Iowa in 1849 

was presented to this church.^9 Brother Craig was one of 

the active laymen. In 1853 and 1861 while under the guid

ance of the Rev. Ballinger they entertained the State Con

vention. He was succeeded by the Revs. Joshua Spooner,

W. F. Davis, A. J. Fishback and J. P. Sanford.®®

Des Moines

The Des Moines Society was first represented in 

the Convention in 1850 and received fellowship in 1867 and 

1868. The Revs. W. W. King, T. C. Eaton and J. P. Sanford 

were connected with this group and used it as a center 

from which to radiate on missionary tours. The last dele

gate to attend the state session was there in 1894. The

77
''Ibid.
78

Ibid.
79

M. L. Edwards, op. cit.
80

85
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Rev* N. E. Spicer once reported that they owned some pro

perty but S. J. Oldfield was unable to locate any of which 

there was ever a recorded title* The Rev* Erasmus Man- 

ford spoke often of preaching there and of the above named 

ministers who were serving the society. No doubt it was 

while the Rev. Mr. Sanford was with this group he was ex

tended an invitation to address the Iowa Assembly.

Marlon

The Universalist Society of Marion, Iowa, was 

formed about 1855 since that is the first year they had 

delegates at the State Convention which met at Tipton. In 

1866 the Rev* T. Abbott held services there and in 1871 

the Rev. B. F. Snook was the pastor. The following year 

they sent delegates for the last time to the Convention 

in Iowa City*^

Manchester

Manchester was located further north and west 

than Dubuque, Iowa City or Mt. Pleasant. The county 

history reveals the early preaching of the Universalist 

faith, since the earliest church records have been lost.

However, the brief glimpse of the society through this
the

source and a few recollections of/̂ Rev. H. L. F. Gillespie 

show some similarity in problems and development.

Iowa Universalist Convention. President *8 Notebook 
(hereafter I.* 2- C*, President * s Notebook.) ~~
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"The first sermon in Manchester was delivered in the 
summer of 1859, in the second story of a brick build
ing, on the corner of Butler and Franklin Streets, 
then known as * Burrington1 s Hall1, by Rev. Mr. Dennis, 
who was then living in Dubuque. -Efforts were made at 
the time for continued services, but owing to the 
small number of resident Universalists, the efforts 
proved unsuccessful, and they had but occasional 
sermons until the winter of 1864.

The
a Rev. H. L. F. Gillespie’s mother Qnily Elizabeth

was
Hawley kept house for her Uncle, Henry BakerAa farmer in

Coffin Grove Township and kept a tavern upon an old stage

road. He was also the Justice of the Peace and among the

very first settlers in Delaware County. Both he and his

sister had been Universalists in Michigan. She kept a

diary and in it was found the following: ”Sunday, Oct. 27,

1861. Went to meeting this forenoon to listen to the

preaching by Br. Bishop (Universalist). The text was the

third chapter of Luke, 17th verse. Mr. Coffin came for

us to go down there for dinner. We went. This afternoon

we went to meeting again. Br. Bishop preached. His text

was the 9th, 10th and 11th verses of the seventh chapter

of Matthew. Ah! What gives greater happiness to one’s

84soul than to hear the true teachings of Christ.”

The Rev. Mr. Gillespie writes that ”preaching 

was held regularly in the grove schoolhouses, one of which 

was a log building upon my Great Uncle Henry Baker’s farm.”®-*

History of Delaware County. Iowa; Chicago, 1878;
P. 503.

84tt
Henry L. F. Gillespie, Manchester, Iowa, to Elva 

Tucker, Sunday 25th, 1943,
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The Rev. Joy Bishop is next recorded in 1863 as preaching

there.

In “the winter of 1864, when arrangements were made 
with Rev. Joy Bishop, known in Delaware County as 
’Father Bishop’, to preach every alternate Sabbath.
These services were continued Cin the Congregational 
ChurchJ until the summer of 1865, ... the last meet
ing of the series being held in the open air directly 
in front of the church, because the key to the church 
could not be found.

“At this meeting, a few of the more zealous 
friends of the cause first originated the idea of build
ing a Universalist Church in Manchester, but the idea 
was not carried into execution until several years 
later. The next regular preaching was commenced in 
the spring of 1868, in a room known as Belknap’s Hall, 
by the Rev. Henry Jewell. A constitution, consisting 
of seven liberal articles for the government of the 
Society, was adopted at a meeting held in Cthis I Hall, 
June 20, 1868 to which fifty persons subscribed their 
names as members. The Rev. Henry Jewell continued 
preaching every Sabbath until September 28, 1869* On 
the thirtieth day of March, 1869, a meeting was held 
at Burnside’s Hall, for the purpose of deciding the 
question ... [ofj building a church edifice. A sub
scription paper was started, and three thousand dollars 
[wasJ pledged for that purpose; but it being the im
pression that a suitable edifice could not be built 
for less than five thousand dollars; H. M. Congar, E.
R. Congar, Rev. Henry Jewell, Thomas Toogood, G-ilbert 
Yeoman, A. M. Sherwood, Hiram Babcock, Jacob Hoag, T. 
Crosby, E. J. Congar, R. G-. Clifford, J. G-ilbert, and
R. W. Tirrill pledged themselves to raise the sub
scription to five thousand dollars. Messrs. N. Denton,
A. M. Sherwood, G-. Yeoman, T. Crosby, R. W. Tirrill 
were appointed a building committee. The society was 
incorporated under the laws of the state, May 4, 1869; 
Clark Bliss, Sr., Thomas Toogood, H. M. Congar, A. M. 
Sherwood, E. M. Tomlinson, E. R. Congar, L. S. Bemis, 
and E. Hoag being the corporators.

“The first officers under the Incorporation were;
E. M. Tomlinson, president; Clark Bliss, Sr. and 
James P. Robertson, Vice presidents; E. R. Congar, 
treasurer; R. W. Tirrill Secretary.“

The church was “commenced May 10, 1869, completed 
May 7, 1871, at a total cost of eight thousand 
thirty dollars and forty-four cents. The dedicatory 
services were conducted by CtheJ Rev. J. W. Hanson, 
of Chicago. LTheJ Rev. E. R. Wood was the first 
regular pastor, commencing his ministrations in
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m8 6
September , 1871.

An article appeared in the New Covenant about this 

time that spoke of Iowa in general and Manchester*s build

ing problems in particular#

”The mass of the new settlers are young and friendly 
to our views# The new states differ from the old#
In the old states people have wealth. In the new, 
the population is chiefly young, and for the most* 
part unable, for a few years to do more than pay for 
homes and get started# They are willing but they 
have not the means. A Society of our views can be 
started better than any other, in many places, for 
the people are more inclined to us; but others came 
in with money and built churches, pastors are sent 
and partly paid, or the entire salary, by Eastern 
funds#

“We.began a nice church at Manchester, Iowa,.## the 
fall in the price of grain came on##, collections 
were slow. I applied to the powers that be, to aid 
us... did not succeed; but some help was obtained... 
the brethren and friends are going on, the house 
will be dedicated ere long. Our people only need a 
little aid, in many places to give them success”®^

There was friction with the orthodox assthe 

little incident of being locked out of the Congregational 

Church in 1865 would indicate. Furthermore the editors of 

the Manchester Press wrote April 8, 194-3, "The Universalist 

church.... was a flourishing institution.” It was ”looked 

upon by the other denominations in the town as a godless 

sect. That was because they didn*t believe in hell or 

eternal punishment in a lake of brimstone and fire#"^

86
History of Delaware County. Iowa, op. cit., p. 503*

87
The New Covenant (Chicago) Mar. 4, 1871*

88
Manchester Press.- April 8, 1943*
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Clarinda

Down in the southwestern part of the state at 

7 Clarinda, a church was organized the year the first sermon

(of which there is a record) was preached at Manchester, 

Although no mention is made of Erasmus Manford he was no 

doubt the first minister of this faith in that region. On 

January 28, 1859, the First Universalist Society of Clar

inda was organized with twelve members. They were all mem

bers of the Loy and Pfander families related by marriage, 

except Dr. Albert Heald, who was spoken of as,"Always a 

close student of human nature, he was possessed of a mature 

Judgment which was ever deferred to by his friends and neigh

bors. His was a nature so entirely free from prejudice 

that he could calmly view a matter from every standpoint, 

and form his conclusions accordingly.

In 1864 they built a frame church at a cost of
The

six thousand dollars, a  Rev. W. W. Merritt wrote that Job 

Loy secured the lots and did much in erecting the build

ing. It was completed and dedicated in 1865 by Rev. T. C.
the

Eaton andy\Rev. W. W. Merritt. "Since the organization of 

the Society the congregation has enjoyed the pastorate of 

the following reverend gentlemens T. C. Eaton, J. R. Baker, 

W. W. Merritt, James P. Sanford, A. Vedder, J. Bishop and

occasional preaching by others."
The
/\.Rev. W. W. Merritt born in Rutland, Vermont, to

90
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a home where ”His mother was a Universallst, his father a 

Methodist, the children had many theological questions 

to settle, one brother became a Methodist minister” 

and he was ordained in the Universallst ministry in 1853 at 

Canton, New York*^ He came west because of his health*

”Like many other pioneers his early life was one of priva

tion and hardship, his church the log-school house or more

«91often some grove where the settlers would congregate* ^

His daughter, Mrs. 0. A. Milner can recall the Sunday School 

held in the woods on their farm in the summer $nd in the 

neighboring school house*^ He became the pastor for the 

church at Clarinda when he was the only minister in a radius 

of two hundred miles*

”He was efficient in a score of active vocations*

In pulpit, schoolroom, office, farm, legislature, and lodge, 

he was a dominant figure. Courage and fortitude were 

linked in his life. Providence was kind to let him witness 

the fruits of his labor in the progress that took place all 

about him. He has left to us the heritage of a sterling 

manhood.

All over the southern, central and eastern sec

tions of Iowa between 1837 and 1870, there were mission 

points that were organizing into societies or holding

00
Universallst Year Book. Boston, 1923, p. 50*

91
Ibid*,p. 50*

92
Mrs. 0. A. Milner, Red Oak, Iowa to Elva Tucker,

Cedar Falls, 19^3*
93
Universallst Leader, Boston, March 11, 1922.
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intermittent services, when a minister from a nearby church 

came to serve them such as I* M. Westfall went from Iowa 

City to Mt. Pleasant; and the Rev. Mr. Dennis of Dubuque 

went west to Manchester; or an itinerant preacher rode 

through the section. Some of them had a short history, 

some have continued to the present and others were rekin

dled after being dormant for some time.

Cedar Rapids

f,When in the early fifties, Cedar Rapids was but a 
sun-baked village by the Cedar River1 s smiling bank's, 
a few stalwart pioneers, covenanted together for the 
purpose of giving testimony to the everlasting and 
ever-redeeming mercy of God. On every hand there 
lingered the dank aftermath of the Jonathan Edwards 
revival and its barbarous theology .... This little 
group received occasional encouragement from Mr.
Livermore and his wife Mary. Misfortune, removal 
and death made serious inroads upon this courageous 
group, leaving only half a dozen to carry on the work 
in covenant together. Orthodoxy and respectability 
were gradually being made synonymous .... Then came 
the Civil WarTl

and apparently the society became dormant. Doubtless the 

last pastor in this early period was the Rev. L. H. Keyes,
Oil

who was active there in 1863.

“In 1869, a small group of young men and young women 
having been drawn together by the urge of 1 this new 
freedom* [born of the war period] met in Brown’s 
Hotel located on Commercial Street [now South First 
Street] . where they organized and incorporated the 
First Universaiist Society of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
There were 23 charter members. [They] set themselves 
to the task of writing a constitution and by-laws to 
govern their society. Into this constitution they 
wrote their declaration of purpose, ... as follows:

M*We, the undersigned, believing in upright life,

Universaiist Companion and Almanac. Boston, 1863.
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pure character, and good works, and in the eternal 
worth and beauty of the moral and ethics exemplified 
by the life and works of Jesus of Nazareth, hereby 
associate ourselves with this church as members, 
thereof.* .... (see the appendix)

"During this time the young society had called as 
its minister,[the]Rev. W. C. Brooks. Through his 
efforts and the hearty cooperation of the members, a 
small budget was raised to enable them to conduct 
Sunday services in what was now called ’Universalist 
Hall* upstairs over fifteen Commercial Street.”95

Marshalltown

Just when the group in Marshalltown was organized

is not known except that it was before I867. Mrs. Nettie

Sanford wrote an unusually interesting ’History of Marshall

County5 in which appears the following::

"Claiming for their peculiar tenets the broad and 
liberal idea of the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood 
'of man, and a practical Christianity, theirs is the 
oldest church in the city. They have no place of 
worship, excepting the town hall of Mr. Woodbury, but 
have purchased a lot and intend to build soon. Their 
minister, Rev. J. P. Sanford, who has just returned 
from a journey to the Holy Land, with sandals wet by 
the sacred waters of the Jordan, will be a power to 
help them in the erection of a suitable church edifice 
for the wants of a large and wealthy organization.”96

The Methodist church was organized sometime between 1851 and

1853 and Mrs. Sanford asserts the Universalist Society was

the oldest and that it was organized by Father Dunton.97

The organizers were Henry D. Hartwell, T. E. McCracken, J.

H. Heighton, Wells S. Rice, J. D. McCord, J. A. Kelly, H.

—

Rev. Waldamar W. Argow, An Historical Sketch of the 
Peoples Church. 18750

96
Mrs. Nettie Sanford, History of Marshall County. 

Clinton, 1867, p. 110.
97

Ibid. >P- 110<
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Willard, John W. Street. They appeared first at a conven

tion in 1862. On September, 1866 they registered a title

Q8to a lot of land upon which to build their church. In 

that year they gave socials, had picnics, sponsored lectures 

by the Rev. Mr. Sanford, and purchased a new Mason and 

Hamilin organ costing three hundred dollars, which was one 

of the best in the state.^ In November the Rev. Mr. 

Chamberlin of Vinton (revealing an active society with a 

pastor) filled the pulpit very ably."1"0^ In 1867 they were 

meeting in Mr. Woodbury*s Hall but in the next few years 

they also used Whitton Hall and the Old Stone Church.

The Rev. Mr. Sanford received thirty new members 

into the church in Feb. 1868. He "is establishing one of 

the largest and most popular organizations and congregations 

here that there is to be found in the state. In June

there was a meeting and Sabbath School for the members, 

friends and children of the respective Universalist socie

ties in Marshall County, in the grove between N. F. Messen

ger and A. Clemens in Marion township. A basket dinner

102
followed the services. Apparently the Rev. Mr. Sanford 

was active in the whole county preaching to all the inter

ested liberals and he was an able thinker and speaker.

kludge William Battin and F. A. Moscrip, Past and 
Present of Marshall County. Iowa, Indianapolis, 1912,VI;p.348. 

99Marshall County Advance.(Marshalltown). May 14,
May 21, June 11, Aug. 20, lS67*

100Ibld.. Nov. 5, 1867.

101Ibid., Feb. 4, 1868.

102Ibld.. June 2, 1868.
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Salem

Salem a small village in Henry County had a small 

Universallst society organized about 1854. “D. W. Hender

son purchased a house in which the Society held meetings 

one year, when a windstorm demolished the building* This 

disaster seemed to throw a dampening spirit about the 

society, for since that time they have held no meetings*

It was probably not the "act of GodM but their numerical 

weakness that prevented them from continuing*

Elkader

The Boardman Grove Universalist Church was or

ganized in Elkader in 1855 with eighteen members. They 

first appeared in the convention in 1864. In 1870 they 

purchased the Congregational Church property for one thous

and five hundred dollars. Their first pastor was the Rev* 

Philander Smith* Other ministers who served this parish

were Joy Bishop, S. Wakefield, P. Hathaway, J. W. Hicks

104
and Rev. Mr. Odeorn*

Bedford

“Some years ago there was an organization of Universa- 
lists at Bedford. The last services in the name of 
that denomination were held by Mattie Hulet Perry and 
Rev. J. E. Huston (about) 1877• Prior to this time 
the Universalists had services with considerable regu
larity. During a period of twenty years they had 
enjoyed the preaching of such profound orators and

' 103
History of Henry County. Iowa. Chicago, 1879, P* 537*

95

104
History of Clayton County* Iowa. Chicago, 1882, p*
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liberal thinkers as J . P. Sanford, and A. J. Fishback, 
who have reputations as wide as the nation; W. W.
Merritt, afterward the Greeley candidate for Congress 
in this district; T. C. Eaton, J. R. Baker, and Joy 
Bishop. Along in the first years of the seventies 
they erected a church edifice which later became the 
property of the Presbyterians.”105

Bentonsport

Bentonsport, the town where E. Manford first met 

J. P. Sanford, was the site of a Uhiversalist Society or-

_ 106 H
ganized in 1858. Our people have a good church edifice

in this place,” wrotey^fev. Manford in May I867. "Till 

recently, there was a heavy debt against it, but that is 

now paid, and the society owes nothing. No one is preach

ing there at present; but we hope our friends will awake, 

and soon secure the services of a faithful minister.

"The prime movers in this cause were Henry Clay Clinton,,,

H. F. Greef, and William Quaintance. The pioneer pastor was
the r -1
/[Rev. Mr. L T J Ballinger. The society continued but a few

years, when it disbanded. Doubtless too small to maintain

I08
an active church organization.”

The Strawberry Point

ARev. P. Smith, who led in the organization of a 

Universalist Church in Strawberry Point in I858, was at 

that time pastor of the Boardman Grove church at Elkader.

105
History of Taylor County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1881,

P. 555.
106

History of Van Buren County. Iowa, Chicago. 1878.
P. 491.

^ ^ Manfordfs Magazine. (Chicago) May I867.
108

96

History of Van Buren County. Iowa, op. clt.. p*< 491.
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On June 19th the organizers signed the constitution whose 

preamble read:

"We whose names are affixed to this instrument believ
ing that it is our duty to make a Public Profession of 
our religious faith; and feeling sensible that our 
happiness and our growth in virtue and grace depend in 
a great degree under .God upon our obedience to divine 
requisitions and upon an observance of the institutions 
of Christ, do hereby unite ourselves into a church 
that we may watch over each other in love ....M109

There were fifteen charter members; J. C. Tremain and

Joseph Hallowell were deacons; Chancy Bemis, treasurer; P.

Blake, clerk. The first services were held at a log school

house two miles northwest of Strawberry Point. The pastors

have served as follows: P. Smith, two years; Joy Bishop,

five years; Mr. [ S.] Wakefield, one year; P. Hathaway, one

year; Mr. [Greorge] Odiome, two years."11^ There was no

way of determining how long an interval there might have

been between pastorates. A modest church home was erected

in 1865*

Beginning in i860 they sent delegates to the state

convention; namely J. C; Tremain and A. Griffin. Fbr more

than a decade thereafter they sent delegates to the Turkey

River Association which met In Dubuque, Greeley, Elkader,

Manchester and Strawberry Point in the month of June.

In 1868 their delegates to the state meeting were

i n
commissioned to ask for full fellowship for this society. 109 110 Ill

109
First Universalist Church of Strawberry Point. Iowa. 

Clerk1s Record.
110

History of Clayton County. Iowa. Chicago. 1882. p.687.
Ill

First Universalist Church of Strawberry Point. Iowa. 
Clerk99 Record-
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Mitchellville

The first religious society in the old post

village of Mitchell, was the Universalist one, "organized in 

I860; [the] Rev. T. H. Darnelle was their first minister, 

preaching semi-monthly for a year. .... After the line of 

the railroad was changed, many of the houses in the town were 

removed to Mitchellville .... the town site was vacated sev

eral years ago (1880).” They first appeared in the conven

tion in I863.

"In 1868 the Universalists built the first meeting 
house on the northwest comer of Fourth and Market 
Streets at a cost of two thousand eight hundred 
dollars. It was dedicated the same year. The house 
is a frame one, thirty-two by fifty-five feet, all in 
one room, except a vestibule at the south and front 
end. It is a neat, comfortable building, painted 
white, surrounded by a large yard that is inclosed by 
a substantial board fence. [The]Rev. T. C. Eaton was 
the first pastor and stayed one year. He was followed 
for a year by Rev. W. W. King. The Rev. J. R. Sage 
immediately succeeded him, and continued to be pastor
till I877. 112

Vinton

The First Universalist Church of Vinton first ap

peared in the Convention in 1 8 6 4 . It was incorporated in 

October, 1868. "Its object was to maintain the Christian 

religion as understood by the Universalist denomination.”

The first officers were: Moderator, W. R. Chamberlin, Secre

tary, B. F. Franks; Treasurer, J. K. Shutts; Stewards, J. A.

Whitlock, H. Lathrop and B. Kendall; Trustees, J. A. McDaniel, 

—

Mitchellville Index. Sent. IS. 1926.

!_• U.C., President^ Notebook.
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S. R. Osgood, J. A. Whitlock, B. Kendall and J. H. Shutts.

The Van Horns, the Lorees, the Hawkins, the Hewes, the 

Whites and Palmer Gay were also members. MSome were men of 

prominence and property ... It was never a large group.

For a time they held services in the court room.11

They bought a lot which later became a part of the 

Lincoln High School site. A house of worship was never erec

ted although they had a capital stock of two thousand dollars 

which was divided into five dollar shares.

J. F. Traer, an attorney in Vinton, writes that he 

does not recall that the society was active after ISVO.^^

The last time delegates were sent to the state convention 

was In 1874.115

Cedar Falla

The First Universalist Society of Cedar Falls was

organized before 1864 because they were first represented in

the Convention that year and they were at the same time hosts

116
to the annual gathering of Iowa Universallsts. The Rev.

Mr. Hines was the first pastor.1^  In 1866, the Rev. Mr.

Hamilton was serving Cedar Falls and doing mission work in 

118
Waterloo. The meetings were held in Phoenix Hall which 

—

J. F. Traer, attorney, Vinton, Iowa, to Elva Tucker, 
Waterloo, Iowa, Feb. 8, 1944.

115 -
I. U. C., Presidents Notebook.

116
I. U. C.# Presidents Notebook. 117 118

117
Melendy, Peter, Historical Record of Cedar Falls,

Cedar Falls, 1893» P* 39 and conversation with Mrs. F. D. 
Pierce, now residing in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

118
Waterloo Courier, Jan. 31, 1866.
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still stands across Main Street from the Black Hawk Hotel

Eldora

In 1865 Br. T. 0. Eaton organized a Society in

120
Eldora of sixty-four members• Two years later they were 

first mentioned in the convention. Steps were taken in 

I867 toward erecting a new brick church which was completed 

and dedicated May 16, 1869* It stood near the northeast 

corner of the square. The society was incorporated in I869 

by Mr. A. Wiley McDonald, Mr. Jonathan Edgington, and Dr.

tr< 1 2 1King.

Greeley

The Greeley Uhiversalist Society was organized 

December 28, 1865 at the residence of J. Baker. G. S. Tay

lor was elected president; L. H. Keyes, clerk; J. S. Dry- 

bread, W. D. Jenkins, T. J. Armstrong, Lemuel Parker and 

Joseph Vaughn, trustees; M. Jenkins, collector. The society 

built a church the same year as Mitchellville did. G. S.

Taylor was the contractor. It was also the year they were 

first reported as present at the State Convention of Univer- 

salists. The Rev. Joy Bishop was the first pastor.̂*22

Newton

The Newton Universalist “society was organized in

1191
Conversation with Mrs. F. D. Pierce.

120
Manford's Monthly Magazine .(Chicago) Oct. 186&

121
History of Hardin County. Iowa. Springfield, 1883#

p. 626.
122

100

History of Delaware County, Iowa, Chicago, I878, p. 531.
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1865, with quite a small membership, but in the following 

year it had become strong enough to purchase a lot with an 

unfinished edifice upon it, for which one thousand dollars 

was paid. The building was completed in due time and at an 

added cost of two thousand dollars more* The building [was] 

situated at the comer of Olive and McDonald Streets* Up to 

I876 the various ministers who preached for the church were 

[the] Rev. Edmonds, [the Rev.] J. B. Oilman, [the Rev*] 

Woodbury,[the Rev. C. P.] Nash and [the Rev. J. R.] Sage.

Waterloo

The Cedar Falls pastor^the Rev. R. 0. Hamilton, 

held services in Russell*s Hall and Lincoln Hall from 1866
IpA

- 1869 in Waterloo* The Universalist society was organ

ized in the latter place September, I867 with a membership 
12R

of thirty. Some of the prominent men and families were

A. T. Lane, H. W. Jenny, W. F. Brown, W. A. Cutler, J. C.

Cropper, Wellington Russell, N. Doty, R. S. Leland, George

Leland, G. W. Morgan. The Rev. Mr. Hamilton became their

pastor, also, and was paid six hundred dollars for the

additional charge. They were fellowshipped in 1868. It is

evident that the society became inactive after 1870 because

he left in October 1869 to go to Clinton.

—  :

History of Jasper County, Iowa, Chicago. 1878, p. 466.
124

Waterloo Courier. Jan. 31, April 11, May 23, 1866,
May 30, 1867 - Nov. 7, 1867.

125
Ibid*, Jan. 16, 1868.

126
History of Black Hawk County, Iowa. Chicago, 1915, 

p. 344. Waterloo Courier, Oct* 7, 1869.
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H. B. Cropper wrote Mrs* C. N. Shane in 1939 after

seeing an article in the Waterloo Courier, a reprint of

seventy years before, recording that the Rev* R* GHamilton

had decided to leave Waterloo; because it recalled to his

mind a humorous situation that developed in 1869* He wrote,

"This Mr. Hamilton was considered quite a fine gentle
man, good looking, and he and his wife were very popu
lar. At the time he was the minister, service was 
held in the old Lincoln Hall on the West side -••of 
course in those days I didn't know a good sermon from 
a poor one but his congregation enjoyed the sermons he 
delivered very much*

"in those days there were two prominent ministers 
in the liberal church, one was Robert Collier and the 
other Robert J. Collier, one was a Unlversalist and 
the other a Uhitarian. They were both noted for their 
good work throughout the eastern part of the country 
—  I think sermons of one or the other were published 
in book form.

"After Mr. Hamilton resigned and left Waterloo 
the organization wanted to keep going so one of their 
number a lawyer, Mr. H. P. Herring suggested that for a 
time he would be willing to read each Sunday one of 
the Collier sermons —  This is when the story comes 
in —  Mr. Herring started in and it didn't take long_ 
to find out that he was reading sermons that Hamilton 
had been delivering, and the more they looked into it 
the more they discovered that most of Hamilton's 
sermons were Collier's or some other preacher's. And 
maybe the Waterloo bunch were not pretty sore. To 
think that such a fine fellow as Hamilton should put, 
over a thing like that. I don't think anything was 
heard of Hamilton after that* -

"The Weatherwaxes, Lanes, Doties, Croppers, Well
ington Russells, Allens, Herrings and others were hard 
workers in the church in those days and many good times 
were had. I have thought all the time that the Waterloo 
church was organized in 1869 but this clipping shows 
that it must have been active three years before 
that.nl27

—

H. B. Cropper, St. Petersburg, Fla., to Mrs. C. N.
Shane, Waterloo, Iowa, Oot. 15, 1939.

'HIT'"'
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Boone

According to the General Convention records the 

Rev* 3. A. Kelsey was active in Boonesboro (which is now a 

part of Boone) in 1863* "On the evening of December tenth, 

I867, a group met in Ives Hall for the purpose of organiz

ing a Universalist Church in Boone, which place was then 

known as Montana, Iowa* Mr* A* B* Holcomb was elected 

president and Senator J* Orr was made secretary and treas-
1 nO

urer*H They sent delegates to the convention which met 

that year at Newton*

Osage

"Early in the autumn of 1869, the Rev* N. P. Smith, 
of Maine came to Osage in the interests of liberal 
Christianity and calling together those families who 
were in sympathy with the broader faith which empha
sized the ’fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man* began-holding services in the Seminary Chapel 
once each Sunday. [The] Rev. [Mr*] Smith was soon en
gaged for one year and on December fourth, [ some 
accounts give Sept* 1869] a meeting was called to com
plete the organization of the First Universalist Church 
of Osage. The trustees chosen were: Horatio Hunting-
ton, William Boulton, G-. M* Stoughton, H. W. Van Sickle 
and Sidney Hastings. [There were 26 charter members]
In May 1870 the first Sunday School was organized."

In 1866 Erasmus Manford was traveling in central 

Iowa and found that the spade work had been done, the seed 

was bearing fruit and he was no longer the sole contact the 

people had with a Universalist minister for they were or

ganizing societies and engaging pastors.

"We recently spent three weeks in the interior of Iowa.

128
Brief History of the First Universalist Church of 

Boone* Iowa and I. U. C., President's Notebook*
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Preached in Lyons, Clarence, Marshalltown, Edenville, 
Clyde, Mitchellville, Newton, Kimball, Iowa City,
West Liberty, Washington, Pleasant Valley* We made 
many new acquaintances, and held a pleasant visit*
In Clarence, Br* Bishop is laboring with good success*
In Marshalltown, Br* Eaton is hard at work building 
up a strong and influential society. Our friends 
there intend to build a church this season. In Clyde, 
Edenville, and Newton, Br. Edmonds is doing an excel
lent work for the good cause. We already have a church 
nearly finished in Newton. In Iowa City, Br. J.
Kinney resides, and devotes all his time in the so
ciety in that place. It has had in days that are 
past, many ups and downs, and our friends there became 
much discouraged. But Br. Kinney by his judicious 
labors, in and out of the pulpit, is reviving the 
society, and our friends entertain strong hopes of 
again moving on prosperously. Br. Eaton also preaches 
monthly in Mitchellville. We have some excellent 
friends in and near this place.‘*129

A year later he remarked about the extensive work 

being done in the state. In much the same vein about simi

lar localities, telling more about the ministers.

"I also spent three weeks in the north part of Iowa. 
Lectured in Lyons, Marshalltown, Newton, Iowa City, 
Washington and in many other places. T. C. Eaton 
who resides in Des Moines, has labored very success
fully in the interior of that state. He has long 
been in the West has resided in Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, as well as in Iowa **• and wherever he has 
lived, has always been a faithful laborer in the 
Master’s vineyard. J. P. Sanford is in Marshalltown, 
and is-an eloquent speaker, and laborious worker.
[Who as a Methodist minister, asked him questions at 
Bentonsport about UniversalismJ. Six months after
ward he commenced preaching, and has been in the 
ministry ever since. He was in the army two years 
during the late rebellion, and was captain, colonel, 
chaplain. He has traveled some in Europe, and it is 
said, delivers some interesting lectures concerning 
’the old country’. He is also a noted masonic lec
turer.1^  £ Governor Sue arranged for the use of the 
Hall of the House of Representatives at Des Moines

—

Manford*s Monthly Magazine^ (Chicago) Aug. 1866.
130

Erasmus Manford,. Twenty years in the West. Chicago, 
1867, P. 332.
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for him to speak to the General Assembly.3^^ In 
Newton met A. C. Edmonds, who resides and preaches 
in that place* He has spent several years in Cali
fornia and Oregon, traveling and preaching; has also 
published a denominational paper in those states.
Our people have a meeting house, also a society in 
Newton. In Iowa City, the Universalists own a church 
edifice, and J. Kinney is pastor of the society. He 
is an excellent man, and the good cause prospers under 
his ministry.”132

The total number of societies, of which the state 

organization had a record, that were formed from 1840 to 

1870, was seventy. In the first decade there were four-
in

teen, in the second decade twenty, and4the third one thirty- 

six, that appeared at the annual meeting of the state Con

vention. The tide was indeed rising. However, thirty-eight 

of those fellowshipped by the convention failed to survive 

until 1870 as active societies leaving a net gain of thirty- 

two.

Anamosa 1849-1874 Marion 1855-1872
Bedford 1870-1877 Mt. Pleasant 1848-1943
Belle Plaine I867-I887 Marshalltown 1862-1900

(county history gives Mitchellville 1863-1943
the date later) Newton 1867-1882

Boone 1867-1943 Nevada (could find no clew
Buckingham 1861-1870 of this society, wonder
Cedar Falls 1864-1896 if it wasn*t just that
Clarinda 1867-1900 Rev. W. P..Payne resided
Des Moines 1850-1894 there) 1869-1892
Dubuque 1843-1896 Osage 1870-1940
Earlville I869-I87I Oskaloosa 1850-1882
Elkader 1864-1896 Red Oak 1869-1897
Eldora 1866-1899 Strawberry Point 1860-1909
Greeley 1868-1907 Tipton 1848-1871
Iowa City 1843-1895 Vinton 1864-1874
Jackson 1849-1879 Viola 1867-1886
Knoxville 1867-1882 Villisca 1869-1874
Manchester I867-I905 Waterloo 1867-1943

—  ■ ; '
The New Covenant (Chicago) Mar. 4, 1871

Manford. op. cit., p. 332.
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The seemingly high rate of mortality need not be alarming; 

because frequently one or two Utii vers alia ts in a locality 

would attend the convention and to the later generations, 

reading the record, a delegate might appear to represent a 

society whereas in reality he did not, he represented that 

there were many thinly scattered liberals throughout the 

state. There were thirty that were reported for only one 

year. As heretofore noted the groups were nearly always 

small, many times numbering less than a dozen, and fortunate 

indeed was the community that had enough liberals living 

within its limits who could band together into a society 

numbering thirty or forty.

This Universalist denomination that originated in 

New England, spread to the Middle Atlantic states, and was 

brought westward by people migrating first to the North 

Central states and on across the Mississippi River. Those 

liberal-minded folk gathered first in homes to discuss re

ligious ideas and creeds and as the itinerant minister passed 

through the region he gathered them in a grove, a school 

house, a court house, or a hall and preached his doctrine.

The pioneer was more liberal and open minded than his 

eastern brother, partly because his very Journey was a radi

cal departure and also because the frontier tended to break 

down old traditions, habits and customs. Therefore Univer

salist societies sprang up like mushrooms over the Iowa 
—

I. U. C., President1a Notebook (Compiled from the 
information found in Vol. I-and II, of the Secretary*s minutes.)
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prairie. They had very similar problems; they were always 

few in number making it difficult to retain courage and 

enthusiasm and to meet the financial burdens of a church, 

hence the ministers* annual salaries were often five, six 

or seven hundred dollars; there was a shortage of ministers 

who had the missionary spirit, and the G-eneral Convention 

did not support them in a monetary way; they continually had 

to wage war with the Intolerant orthodox denominations 

which regarded them as a ”godless sect”; and within their own 

local society there was nearly always a composite group of 

liberals ranging from radical to conservative*

Each of the local churches drew up constitutions 

which were surprisingly similar considering the diverse 

nature of the movement. They generally made provision for 

a president or a moderator, a clerk or a secretary, a treas

urer or a collector, and from three to five trustees. In 

Iowa City they had nine trustees elected by the parish and 

they chose the officers from that group. Note the preambles 

written by the churches at Mt. Pleasant, Cedar Rapids, and 

Manchester for their similarities.

Mt. Pleasant
“Whereas the preaching of the Gospel and the practice 
of the moral precepts of Jesus Christ are calculated 
to improve the condition and character of man and 
promote human happiness, therefore, We whose names 
are hereunto appended do hereby agree to be governed 
by the followingi,’-*-*̂

Cedar Rapids
“We, the undersigned, believing in upright life, pure

53TT
Roger S. Galer, ojd. cit.. p. 1.
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character, and good works, and in the eternal worth 
and beauty of the moral and ethics exemplified by the 
life and works of Jesus of Nazareth, hereby associate 
ourselves with this church as members, thereof•h135

Manchester
‘‘tfe covenant and promise that we will earnestly use the 
various aids to Christian culture and try to grow in 
the graces of the Christian life that we will faith
fully walk with this church in love and the spirit of 
mutual help and that will prayerfully endeavor
*to adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in all 
things * * remembering that the one nurpose of Christ is 
to make us like himself and that ^without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord’1' .136

New members were admitted to the churches provid

ing they would assent to the Winchester Profession and were 

voted upon favorably by a simple majority or a two-thirds 

vote of the church members. Iowa City required that they 

must have been an attendant at the church services or a 

contributor to the church for three months before being 

considered for membership.

In all of them any person could withdraw at any 

time he chose and receive a letter of withdrawal and commen

dation. Manchester provided that members were denied this 

privilege if there were any charges pending against them.

Mt. Pleasant made a provision that they were disfellow- 

shipped if they moved and made no arrangements about their 

membership.

The duty of the members was to help support the 

minister and the church; (in most churches there was no

Argow, op. cit., p. 5.
136

First Universal Church. Manic heater. Iowa. Secre
tary^ Record, Vol. 1, p.
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definite proviso but in Mt. Pleasant the members were 

directed to confer with the trustees at which time the 

amount of their contribution would be arranged,), to aid 

the sick, aged, widows, and orphans; to attend the funerals 

of the members and even defray the expenses thereof if 

necessary#

The ministers were chosen by the vote of the 

parish and they must have been fellowshipped with the 

General Convention. Note Article six -in the Constitution 

at Osage, MNo clergyman shall be called to, or continue in, 

the pastoral charge of this parish, unless he has the 

fellowship of the General Convention of Universalists.

A similary clause was found in many of the constitutions. 

However some did not have this provision or else they alter

ed them at a later date.

The section on Discipline was in tune with the

eighteenth century and their New England Dac&ground, although

today it seems most unusual in a liberal church. Cedar

Rapids devoted five sections to things that would occasion

discipline among them, such as'“the failure of any member to

attend the service of public worship for a period of six

months; anyone thus guilty after faithful admonition is to

be suspended from the church."138 Manchester had a similar

clause and article six in the Mt. Pleasant constitution deals 

—  ■

First Universallst Society. Osage, Iowa. Secretary's 
Record, Vol. 1, p. 4.

1 3 8
Argow, op. clt.. p. 5*
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«

with the same theme. ”Any member of this church who shall 

be guilty of profanity or intemperance, or any criminal 

offense against the laws of the land; or of a wilful viola

tion or disregard of any mile or requirement of this consti

tution; or of any other unchristian conduct shall be tried 

therefor and on conviction may be reprimanded, suspended or 

e x p e l l e d . T h e y  required that complaints or grievances 

must be presented in writing, and an investigation made by 

the stewards, their recommendation was either accepted or 

rejected by the church members. They endeavored to effect 

a reconciliation if possible or a confession and repentance 

so that counsel, or a reprimand, would be all that was 

necessary.

Both the Manchester Confession of faith and the 

Mt. Pleasant Declaration were fine statements of the guid

ing principles of the Universalist churches and worth not

ing.

Manchester

Confession of Faith

"sec. 1. We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament Contain a Revelation of the 
character of God and the duty, interest and final 
destination of mankind.

“sec. 2. We believe that there is one God, whose 
nature is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by one Holy Spirit of Grace, who will finally restore 
the whole family of mankind to holiness and happiness.

"sec. 3* We believe that holiness and true happiness 
are inseparable and that believers ought to be careful 139

139
Mt* Pleasant Church, Secretary* a Record, op. cit.,

Vol. 1, p. 189*
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Ill

to maintain order and practice good works, for these 
things are good and profitable unto men.

'‘sec. 4. We claim the right to interpret the Scrip
tures in the fear of God and we accord to all others 
the same right. We therefore disavow all right to 
enforce our standard of faith on the conscience of_. 
others by pains and penalties, moral or physical.

Mt. Pleasant

Article 8.
"1. We believe in one Living and True God, whose na
ture is Love, who is revealed in Jesus Christ by the 
Holy Spirit of Grace and Truth.

‘‘2. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament as containing a revelation of the character 
and will of God and the duty and interest, and destiny 
of man.

We believe in the salvation of all Human Souls from 
the guilt and misery of sin, and in their immortal and 
holy and happy existence.

"4. We believe that holiness and true happiness sire 
inseparably connected; that it is our duty to meet 
together for Public worship; to seek an advancement 
in knowledge and virtue by reading the Scriptures and 
attending to other means of grace; to abstain from 
vice of every description: to maintain order and prac
tice good works; and to imitate as far as possible the 
perfection of God and the examples of our Saviour •• 
for these things are good and profitable unto men.

“5* We claim the right to interpret the scriptures in 
the fear of God, and according to the light he has 
given us: and we accord to all others the same right.
We therefore disavow all right to enforce our standard 
of faith on the consciences of others by pains and 
penalties moral or spiritual.

“6. The objects of the formation of this church are the 
cultivation of ’faith, hope and charity* in our hearts; 
the diffusion of Gospel light and truth.among our 
fellowmen: and the systematic appreciation of the 
fruits of Christian love and duty.to all men and es
pecially to the house of Faith,

After drawing up their constitutions they chose

■■
First Universalist Church. Manchester. Iowa. Secre

tary! a Record, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 1.
141

Mt. Pleasant Church Clerk’s Records, op. fiJLt., Vol. I,
I, P. 191*
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permanent officers, made plans to build a church and to 

hire a regular pastor; organized a Sunday School, and the 

ladies banded themselves into a society such as the Dorcas 

or Industrial Society of Mt. Pleasant, to carry many of the 

parish burdens. All of their trials and tribulations were 

as nothing compared with the joy they shared in attending 

and belonging to a church that taught the Fatherhood of God, 

the brotherhood of man, the salvation of all souls, and the 

personal freedom to search for truth and to believe it 

wherever it might be found. (Note the diaries of Mrs.

Sarah Clarke and Emily Elizabeth Hawley)

Very early the local societies although extremely 

independent in the management of their own affairs never

theless felt the need of sectional and state organizations 

to give them unity, strength and inspiration. Therefore 

as early as 1841 there was in southeastern Iowa the Laugh- 

ery Association which convened at Rising Sun, June fifth.

The Rev. J. Hicks, A. Gazely and C. F. Coffin made the 

arrangements for the meeting. The moderator was Thomas 

Hewson and the clerk M. L. Edwards, Jr., who was given a 

letter of fellowship by the association. The societies re

presented were the Mt. Pleasant Universalist Society, The 

First Universalist Society of Ripley County and the Patriot 

Universalist Society. The minutes of the last meeting and 

the constitution were read, revealing that this was not

their first meeting. Although there was no record of a 

state organization or of the convening of a state convention 

this meeting chose the following delegates for the state
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conference: Jesse Markiln, Thomas Hewson, 0*Neale, H.

Foster, D. Nelson, Simon Dehart, Judson Buck, and John 

Mellen.

On Sunday the Rev, John Gurley preached a funeral 

sermon in reference to the death of Thomas Howard, Esquire, 

late of Randolph Township; "the concourse of the people 

was so great as to compel the meeting to adjourn to a i 

neighboring grove. The becoming deportment, and serious 

and respectful attention manifested by the people generally, 

evinced the interest they felt in the doctrine of God*s 

impartial grace. We trust much good seed was sown."^^

During the meeting a society was organized at 

Rising Sun, Dearborn County (there is no county in Iowa 

with that name today), Iowa. The same association met 

again in the same year the first Saturday and Sunday in 

October at Br. Wm. Watlinton*s, six miles north of Madison,
lAx

Iowa* J In later years the Associations met annually.

In the Mt. Pleasant records there was mentioned 

the reorganization of the Des Moines Valley Association 

in that city Aug. 23, I867, implying that there had pre

viously been a similar organization. They designated the 

association area as "all of that part of Iowa south of the

south line of Louisa County and the north line of Henry
_ »
County, extended west to the Missouri River, but they did

allow the formation of a separate association out of the 
_

The Star in the West (Chicago) June 19. 1841.
143 *

Ibid.. Aug. 28, 1841.

113



www.manaraa.com

portion lying west of the west line of Marion and Appanoose 

County.”

The purpose of this meeting seemed to he largely 

missionary. They also discussed the founding of "a school 

to which Liberal Christians could give their support" and 

Mount Pleasant was suggested as a good location; that was 

before the Methodists had located a college there•

The ministers present were the Revs. Augusta J. 

Chapin, C. L. Balch and Joel C. Garreston. The Executive 

Committee consisted of the above named officers as well as 

John Craig, A. Lapham and S. F. Harvey.

The Universal1st Companion for 1853 does not 

record any associations. By 1863, there were three; namely 

the Turkey River, the Mississippi Valley and the Des Moines
l4c

Valley. ^ Ten years later the number had been increased

to five by the addition of the Central and Southern As so cl - 

146
atlons.

These smaller group meetings were primarily 

missionary in purpose, they and the local churches needed 

a state organization to coordinate and direct their reli

gious activities. The state convention was apparently not 

created until December 23, 1843 at Iowa Cityf3"^ the day 

before the new church was dedicated; in spite of the

Mt. Pleasant Church Record jVol. I, p. 71 (A clipping 
was pasted on this page containing much of this information)

^ “*Uni vers all st Companion & Almanac, Boston, 1853.’ -^63.
146

Ibid., 16 73 •
147

Eddy, 2£* clt., p. 441.
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suggestion that there were delegates chosen by the Laughery 

Association in 1841 for a state meeting. From all available 

records Universalists from Iowa City, Muscatine, and 

Dubuque were present. The latter did not yet have an or

ganization. For one hundred years the State Convention 

met annually with the exception of 1918, during the first 

World War, when they agreed to donate the costs of such a 

gathering to the American Red Cross and the Y.M.C.A.

In 1853 there were twelve societies, one meeting 

house and five preachers. By 1863 the Universallat Com

panion and Almanac revealed a splendid expansion; there 

was a State Missionary Society, a State Educational So

ciety, three Associations, thirty churches, six meeting 

houses, and twenty-seven preachers. During the 1860*s 

they had an active Missionary Board. The first record 

shows the Rev. Alfred Peck of Le Claire, the missionary 

for the northern part of the state, and Rev. T. Ballinger 

for the southern portion. From 1862 - 1867 Rev. J. P*

Sanford served the entire state and the Board that support

ed these activities was comprised of the President, Alden 

Fletcher; Secretary, D. Connell, Buckingham; Treasurer,

J. N. Clark. To these men go much of the credit for the 

organization of a large number of societies. Unfortunately, 

however, many did not survive for more than two or three 

years. .Perhaps it was because of inadequate numbers, a 

weak organization or insufficient supervision. Never again 

did the Universalists have as many ministers serving the
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state as in 1863 nor as many societies as they had in 
148

1873.

During the early years, the leadership for the

state organization is unknown. Not until 1868 do we know

the complete roster of officers. Prior to that only the

clerk’s name was included with the notices in the Unlversa-

list Companion and Almanac or Companion and Register. The

Rev. Manning Hull, the Rev. Alfred Peck, and J. N. Clark

149
each served a number of years*

The Secretarial Records of the state convention 

for the first fifty-one years were lost. Mrs. T. E. Dotter 

deposited volumes one and two in the Masonic Library in 

Cedar Rapids. Later when Herbert L. Stoughton became 

Secretary he deposited them for safe keeping with the 

Mitchell County Savings Bank in Osage, Iowa, and placed a 

notation in the current record.to that effect. Unfortu

nately the bank closed within a few days of his death in 

1923. When the newly appointed officer received the books 

and attempted to claim the old records they could not be 

located by the receiver of the bank.^^

Many of the details of the early history of the 

Universalist movement are forever cast into shadow by this 

loss of the official records. However, many of the socie

ties have outlived the written page by fifty years and 

ITJg
Universalist Companion and Almanac, Boston, 1863, 

and Companion and Register,Boston, 1873.
~I$9

Ibid.
150

Personal Conversation with Rev. Jennie Bartholomew 
Hitchcock of Osage, Iowa and X* H* !!• Secretary’s Record,
Vol. 3, p. 1.
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continued to give testimony to their faith by words, deeds 

and the steadfast lives of their members who were so often 

valuable citizens in their local communities working to 

make their town, state, and nation a better place*
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Chapter III

THE OLDER CHURCHES: 1870-1900

By I87O Iowa was becoming less the vanguard on 

the American frontier and more a rural state with settled 

habitations, occupations and community life. Living in 

general was somewhat easier and life less crude and elemen

tal. Many from the region had borne their part in the dis

astrous Civil War and had now returned to their homes. Yet 

for more than a decade the westward moving peoples passed 

through the state toward the setting sun. The eastern sec

tion of the state became a stable society much sooner than 

the northwestern part simply because it was the first in 

order of settlement. However in the last two decades of 

the century the whole of Iowa became an established social 

and economic community.

The Universalists of this period, in looking into 

the future, could see large possibilities for their faith. 

Transportation was greatly improved by the extending rail

way lines, the number of ministers had increased, more 

people were living in villages, and the last decade had wit

nessed a tremendous increase in the number of societies.

Their optimism was revealed at the Knoxville Convention in 

1881 when they wrote,MWe have good reason to be encouraged.

If we but use our opportunities and resources as we probably 

shall, great results in the establishment of our faith in
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this grand state of the west shall be accomplished.

However, they could not know that the tide of 

expansion under the leadership of the State Missionary Board 

was nearing its peak. Many of the new groups were reported 

into the convention but once or twice about 1869, 1870 and 

1871 and ceased to report again. Some of these were Clyde, 

Earlville, East Nordway, LaPorte, Moingona, Brandon, Wyo

ming, Fletchers Grove, LaMotte and Forrestville. Many 

others which were reported in the seventies were fellow- 

shipped for only a year or two. Nevertheless, there was 

sufficient activity or representation to warrant the recog

nition of Agricola, Blairstown, Center Point, Chariton, 

Linnville, Logan, Osceola, Sac City, Searsboro, Victor, 

Wheatland, Harvey, Washington and Chelsea for a short time.

In the eighties the total number recognized by the state 

convention dropped more than sixty per cent* and of that 

smaller group Dakota City, Stuart, Newell, Ossian and Hamp

ton had a very short life span. During the nineties 

Pomeroy, Ft. Dodge, Oelwein, Belmond, Birmingham, Creston 

and Mt. Union were organized and disbanded within a few 

years.

During these three decades the pattern of organi

zation and survival was:

1870*3 —  35 formed —  11 had more than 10 years
of history

1880*s —  9 formed —  3 had more than 10 years
of history

1890*3 —  11 formed —  2 had more than 10 years
of history

-

Minutes of the State Executive Board on file in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Waterloo, Iowa.
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No new societies were begun in the state after 1900. The 

last one to survive more than a year was Northwood, which 

. was organized in 1897* During this period there were fifty 

societies begun while only sixteen had more than ten years 

of existence. Of this sixteen only nine were active church 

parishes by 1900 (based on Iowa Convention Records). They 

were Osage, Iowa Falls, Bloomfield, Storm Lake, Webster City, 

Northwood, Shenandoah, Otranto, and West Union. Those or

ganized in the state prior to 1870 and still active in their 

communities in 1900 were the churches at Mt. Pleasant, Cedar 

Rapids, Strawberry Point, Marshalltown, Mitchellville, Clar- 

inda, Boone, Greeley, Manchester and Waterloo. The total 

number of active churches in 1900 was nineteen out of one 

hundred twenty-seven reported in the State Convention^ 

Secretarial Records. The following table shows the mortali

ty rate before 1900:

1870*3 ----  33 societies
1880 * s ---- 13 M
1890 ! s ---- 22 "

1900 total 68 societies

The decade of the 1870*s was the high point in the organiza

tion of groups and also highest in the loss thereof. The 

net gain in the period was two. The net losses for the 

three decades were:
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1870*3 ----  +2 societies
1880 ! s ----  -4 "
1890!s ----- 11 "

1900 total -13 societies

It was no wonder that in the late 1890*s the state conven

tion chose a very able minister, Dr* Amos Crum, to do miss

ionary work in the old fields where the churches were dor

mant and to pioneer in new fields. They had expanded 

rather rapidly without the organization and supervision 

needed to coordinate and conserve their gains. Their num

bers were small and pastors were always scarce.

The stories of the many societies already estab

lished and the new ones formed in this era will give a pic

ture of the contribution made by this denomination in the 

small Iowa City and in the rural village. For this period 

was the time when the sacrifices of the pioneers began to 

bear fruit.

The earlier societies that flourished were Bed

ford, Boone, Cedar Falls, Cedar Rapids, Clarinda, Decorah, 

Dubuque, Eldora, Elkader,,Forrestville, Ft. Dodge, Greeley, 

Grinnell, Iowa City, Manchester, Marshalltown, Mitchell- 

ville, Mt. Pleasant, Newton, Osage, Oskaloosa, Red Oak, 

Strawberry Point, Tipton, Vinton, Viola, and Waterloo.

Some ceased to be active before 1900, namely Dubuque, El- 

dora, Grinnell, Iowa City, Newton, and Tipton, but a contri

bution to the community life was made by them.

2
Iowa Universalist Convention, President1s Notebook, 

(hereafter designated as I.M.U., President1a Notshook)
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Bedford, Decorah and Forrestville, organized 

prior to 1870, had approximately twenty members to begin 

the decade but shortly thereafter they ceased to be active 

parishes.

Boone

The Boone Universalist Church purchased a lot at 

the corner of Allen and Eighth streets, just across the 

street from the site of the present United States Post 

Office; where they built a church which cost four thousand, 

one hundred eighty-three dollars and eleven cents.^ It was
-VYxe-

dedicated June 4, 1871, byARev. A. C. Berry who was assist-
4

ed in the formal ceremonies by the Rev. C. P. Nash. They

used this house of worship until 1899,

“when it was abandoned for a new one which was built 
on the corner of Carroll and Seventh streets, the 
dedication of which occurred in the year 1900. The 
old building was turned over to the contractor,
[which] helped in part to pay the expenses incurred 
by the building of the new church. The lots and the 
building were sold for $3,000 which meant a profit 
of $2,000 and the present site was purchased of C.
Lowery, for $2,000. The dedication took place in 
September, 1900, and was conducted by the pastor, Rev. 
Wallace A. Williams, who was assisted by the visiting 
clergymen of the Universalist Church, who at the time 
were here in attendance on the State Convention. f,5

Mrs. Melissa Jane Scott, known to this parish as Grandma

Scott, a lineal descendant of Daniel Boone, gave $3600

toward the building fund in return for an annuity amounting 
-

Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of the First 
Universalist Church of Boone. Iowa. (Ms.)

4
N. E. Goldthwait, History of Boone County. Iowa.

Chicago, 1914, pp. 466-67*
5
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zr
to the annual Interest on the amount." The new church

was named the "Boone - Scott Memorial Universalist Church."

In the early days they had the largest congrega-
7

tion of any church in the village of Montana, which was the 

pioneer name for Boone when it was a railhead town.

June 12, 1870, the Sunday School was organized#

Mr. A. P. Fogg was the first secretary and for the next 

thirty-three years he was an officer in the school, usually 

the Superintendent, Treasurer, or Secretary and a devoted, 

energetic worker in the church. The first year they had one 

hundred thirty-two pupils with an average attendance of
Q

sixty-two. The following year their average attendance in

creased to seventy-one and there were continuous records of 

an active School until September 21, 1895# At that time 

their average was about thirty-five.

Thirty singing books were sent by Wilmot, Holcomb 

and Schoonover on July 3, 1871. On Christmas one hundred

library books were sent by the St. Paul*s Universalist

9Church of Chicago,'7 and again in the spring sixty-eight 

books arrived from Lowell, Massachusetts, and eighty books 

from Philadelphia. These gifts show the missionary work 

of the eastern churches

^Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of the First 
Universalist Church of Boone, Iowa (Ms71 

7
Conversation with the Boone city librarian who was an 

Episcopalian. (The Episcopals rented the first building 
for a number of years on Sunday afternoons.)

0
First Universalist Church of Boone. Iowa. Sunday School. 

Secretary^ Book, p. 111.
9
Ibid.. p. 175*

^°Ibid., p. 176.
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r,The names of the pastors who served this charge are 
here given by A, P. Fogg, one of the surviving Charter 
members, whose memory was very dependable: H. 0. Holt,
the organizing pastor, who remained about two years;
H. P. Smith, one year;11 Reverend[W. P.lPayne, a 
brilliant energetic minister, one year; following Mr.
Payne’s retirement, the pulpit was without a pastor 
about four years;

and then came the Rev. Mary A. Garard, who served for one 

IPyear. She was ordained on the Sunday prior to October 14,

1*51882, J while serving this parish. It was the beginning 

of a long and brilliant career in the ministry. She served 

in Iowa and other states and made a host of friends who 

loved her dearly and admired her tremendously. She served 

two years in Boone with a year*s absence intervening, the 

first woman minister to serve a Boone church. She left here 

to go to Clinton and also was pastor of the church at Morri

son, Illinois.

The Rev. B. Brunning, State Superintendent, made

Boone his headquarters and filled the pulpit. He came to

Montana twenty-eight years before and was engaged in secular

business for a time. f,He is a clear, distinct and very

earnest speaker. His ripened experience in church work,

study and observation, fits him fully for the work he has 
i c the

undertaken. In 1883/\Rev. T. W. Chrichett was called.

—

Another account states that the Revs. Mr. Keyes and 
Mr. Polk served after Rev. Smith.

3.2„ .
Goldthwalte. op. cit., p. 467.

13
Boone Standard. October 14, 1882.

14
Ibid., Nov. 15, 1884 and June 6, I885.

15
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From 1886 - 1892 they had no regular pastor. A

lecture by Prof. Eldridge “drew an intelligent audience of

teachers” and others who were well repaid. There were a

number of supplies such as the Revs. B. F. Rogers, J. F.

Shindler, W. P. Payne, and W. L. Swan. By 1890 the church

was becoming inactive, so much so that there was practically

never a mention in the weekly paper. This notice appeared

in 1891 showing a felt need for a liberal society."^ 1<A

movement is now on foot ... looking to the establishment of

a Unitarian Society in Boone.

For nine months the Rev. A. H. Curtis fulfilled the

duties of the regularly employed pastor. The Rev. Sopbronia

L. Crum was called June 1, 1893, she served for two and one 

18
half years, until December 1895* During her pastorate in

1893, the Rev. J. E. Keyes conducted revival services and

the following year the Rev. Mr. Larson served the parish in

19a similar series of meetings.  ̂ Perhaps to meet the danger 

of having another liberal society, such as the Unitarian, 

to compete with them for the liberal religious thinkers of 

the community, a warning of which appeared in the papers 

about five years before, they held a special meeting June 12,

1894, which changed “the constitution so that those not of

13
Ibid.. April 10, 1886 - April 1893*

17
Ibid., August 29, 1891*

18
Goldthwalte. Op. cit.. p. 467.

Boone Standard. July 29, 1893*
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the Universalist faith might become members of the Society.

Article two of the Constitution was amended to read: ‘There

shall be no restriction against membership in this Society

on account of religious belief or opinion'. J. B. McHose,

20a Unitarian, asked for the meeting."

The Rev. Sophie G-ibbs succeeded Mrs. Crum for a 

like period of service. The former resigned in March, 1899, 

which surprised the public because they thought that the 

church relation in that society "was eminently satisfactory 

to both pastor and people."2^

The Rev. Amos Crum came May 6 to take up the 

duties of the pastor. It was he who counselled this congre

gation during the time when they sold their church, chose 

a new site and raised the funds for the new edifice. Sep

tember 2 3rd they began the work on the basement which they

22
expected to finish that fall. One of the Boone parish 

in describing Dr. and Mrs. Crum said, he was a reserved and 

thoughtful man who took time to form an opinion; his wife 

was intellectual and spontaneous. The Rev. W. A. Williams 

was engaged the year the church was completed and dedicated.

The Universalists of Boone were among the promi

nent and educated people in the community; for instance,

Charles Tucker was the Superintendent of Schools, Judge 

Ramsey was a lawyer and judge, L. J. Orr was a United States 

20
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of the First 

Universalist Church of Boone, Iowa. (Ms.)
21
Boone Standard, March 25, 1899.
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senator, G. T. Ballou and his brother were merchants, John

Head was a real estate dealer, W. H. Crooks, was a lawyer

and a real estate dealer.

In 1882 they had fifty families contributing to

the support of the church and twenty-five families attending,

25
sixty-five pupils were in the Sunday School. v As previously 

noted by 1895 the attendance at the latter had declined to 

about thirty-five.

Cedar Falls

The First Universalist Church of Cedar Falls was

located between Fourth and Fifth on Main Street, on lot

number 7, in fractional row of G-arrison and Dean*s addi- 

24
tion, which is now the site of the Brown Furniture Store.

One source represents the society as organizing in 1878,^ 

though there had been an active group fourteen or fifteen 

years before that time. Perhaps they took out articles of 

incorporation or were reorganized in I8 7 8 . In 1880 they 

were received into convention fellowship. As far back as 

Mrs. F. D. Pierce, could remember they had a pastor until 

about I8 8 5 when the Rev. F. D. Pierce served them for two
p z r

years, thereafter they did not have a resident one. With 
—

Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of the First 
Universalist Church of Boone. IowaT [Ms.)

24
I_.U. C., President1 s Notebook.

25
Peter Melendy, Historical Record of Cedar Falls.

Cedar Falls, 1895> p. 39*
26
Conversation with Mrs. F. D. Pierce a life long mem

ber of this parish, she was dedicated by Rev. Hines.
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the aid of the ministers from Waterloo and the tenacity of 

the little band they retained their society and their proper

ty. In 1893 they had a church membership of forty and the 

Sunday School numbered fifty under the superintendency of 

Miss Nellie Pierce. The Rev. Ben Wallace Jones of Waterloo 

was the pastor.^ Mrs. Pierce, who grew up in this parish 

can recall that the following were members; a Crosby family,

Ida Overman and her two daughters, Herbert Godfrey, H. B1t

Cropper, his mother and his aunt, Mrs. Butterworth, S. A.

Bishop and family, Dr., Mrs. and Nell Pierce, V. W. Foote 

and family, H. B. G-ilkey and family, Hary Pierce, Mr. and
p Q

Mrs. John Jeffers and Mr. and Mrs. Ufford.

They were last represented in the convention ses

sions in 1896 but they retained their property until 1915

Cedar Rapids

The Cedar Rapids Universalist society was organ

ized in 1869 and a constitution was drafted. "During this
the

time the young society had called as its minister,^Rev. W.

C. Brooks. Through his efforts and the hearty cooperation 

of the members, a small budget was raised to enable them to 

conduct Sunday services in what was now called ’Universalist 

Hall* upstairs over Fifteen Commercial Street" (now South 

First Street).^ Miss Helen Burton’s sister remembers going 

27
Melendy, op* cit.

28^
Pierce, Ojd. cit.

29
I.U .C., President’s Notebook.

30
Rev. W.A.W. Argow, An Historical Sketch of the 

Peoples Church, pamphlet, 1925, p. 2.
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to Sunday School there. Their father was one of the found

ers of the church. In 1865 he was principal of the high 

school, and later head of the schools in Cedar Rapids.-*’*'

"Rev. [Mr.l Brooks was succeeded after a three year 
pastorate by Rev. B. F. Snook, who in turn continued 
to minister for one year, [after which the-] Rev. B.
F. Rogers was called. Mr. Rogers was succeeded by 
Rev. W. W. Nutting. During this time the panic of 
seventy-two and seventy-three seriously handicapped 
the material work of the church. Time and again busi
ness meetings were held with a view to purchasing a 
lot upon which to erect a church building. But each 
time these efforts came to naught; there being insuf
ficient funds available. At length F. J. Upton pur
chased and in turn gave to the society a lot sixty by 
one hundred feet, located on the corner of Park Avenue 
and Madison Street (now Third Avenue and Sixth Street).
Many of the more conservative members felt that they 
should not ’go so far out of the city into the sandburs 
and sandhills.* Others again felt that when the city 
grew *the church would then be just at the outskirts 
of town.* What foresight these courageous few had l 
Now the city stretches two and a half miles beyond and 
all this has happened in fifty years’

"With the acquisition of the lot there followed 
years of struggle, hardship and sacrifice. At length 
13,500 had been secured in cash and pledges to justify 
the venture of erecting a building. The story is told 
that one family went without coffee, then selling at 
fourteen cents a pound, for a whole year, to enable 
them to ... pay ... their pledge to the church.

11 At length, Coni Sunday, July 1, 1875, •••• the 
corner stone was laid ... by the Iowa Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Over six hundred 
Masons from Dubuque, Farley, Davenport, Monticello,
Anamosa, Marion, Shellsburg and Cedar Rapids partici
pated in the celebration. ’The procession moved down 
Park (Third) Avenue, under a triumphal Arch, beautiful 
with flowers, to the site of the new church . Among 
many addresses delivered by the Grand Lodge officers, 
the outstanding one was by Past Grand Master, E. A.
Guilbert of Dubuque, who spoke on ’The Universal 
Brotherhood of Man.* In the evening the ladies of the 
church tendered a reception in Masonic Hall to the 
guestdbf the day. Though ... weatherbeaten, the

Helen L. Burton, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to Elva Tucker,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, April 16, 1943#
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inscription on the cornerstone can still be read:
... ‘Christ will Conquer; Laid by A. F. and A. M.,
July-1, 1875-1

’’Again three years of the most heroic sacrifice 
followed, during which time it was possible to build 
only the first story of the building. A temporary roof 
was spread over it and herein they worshipped for 
three years. But, ‘the tide in the affairs of men* be
gan to turn, ... enabling them ... complete ... the
building..... On Sunday, June 16, 1878, the entire
building was dedicated. The sermon of dedication was 
preached by Dr. J. H. Tuttle of Minneapolis. In the 
afternoon Cthel Rev. CMr.J Hines of Cedar Falls spoke,
[and! music ... £was] furnished by the Grace Episcopal 
church of this city. In the evening, Dr. Hanson of 
Chicago, preached after which sufficient money was ob
tained in pledges to free the church from debt. The 
entire value of the property, including the lot was 
now |ll,000. No record of these early years is com
plete, without the names of Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Van 
Vechten, Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Van Vechten, Mr. and Mrs.
J. F. Allison, A. W. Thompson, Col. Charles A. Clark,
Thomas Devendorf, I. C. Van Alstyne, Mr. and Mrs. 0. E.
Coe, C. N. Jenkins, Mrs. Marian C. Carnegie, Mrs. Ed.
Rank, Mrs. Rachel Rosecrans, Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Buser 
and Mrs. L. G. Cooper.

’’After these days of rejoicing came a time of 
apprehension. Unfortunate circumstances arose as the 
result of tactlessness on the part of a few. This re
sulted in the church being closed for over a year.
After the lapse of some time a young minister, Rev. W.
A. Pratt, was called, bringing to this work the ideal
ism of youth, together with ... ability to organize 
the frayed ends of a tangled situation into a working 
unit. Progress was again made and success tseemed} 
assured.”32

In 1880, after the Rev. Mr. Pratt had received a call from a 

church in Minneapolis and declined it, the Cedar Rapids 

Standard wrote, ’’The Universalist congregation are to be con

gratulated on their pastor’s decision. With literary and 

scientific attainments of the highest order, coupled with 

never tiring industry in his chosen work, Rev. Pratt is

32 ~
Argow, o£. cit., pp. 2-8.
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building up his church. He was succeeded by the Rev. J.

H. Palmer, who served the church for nearly twelve years, 

this being the longest pastorate in the history of this 

church.

“It is impossible to record in a few words the influ
ence these ministers exerted upon the lives of the 
members and the city in general. Not yet has there 
been devised a [method} .... by which human influence 
can be measured. Its good is ... diffused, and con
tinues as an invisible deposit in the lives of men.

“It was during the ministry of Mr. Palmer that 
Mrs. Mary L. Pingrey of Wilton, Iowa, gave two thousand 
dollars to free the church from the debt that had been 
incurred during the period of storm and stress alluded 
to, while the church found it necessary to suspend 
services. On February 5, 1899, a Thanksgiving service 
was held in appreciation of Mrs. Pingrey*s fine gift.
Mrs. Pingrey had become interested in liberalism through 
the preaching of a Rev. Briggs, who was conducting a 
Bible class at Wilton, Iowa, where he gathered a number 
of people in Mrs. Pingrey*s home. Mr. Briggs had been 
expelled from the Methodist church for preaching *the 
eternal love of God*, insisting that *all souls would 
some day be restored to sonship with God*. This of 
course was heresy, and called for his expulsion from 
the fellowship of his brethren. To commemorate the 
generosity of Mrs. Pingrey a stone tablet was placed in 
the rear of the church, where it may still be s e e n .“34

The ministers who served this congregation from 

1870 to 1900 were:

Rev. W. C. Brooks Rev. H. W. Chase
Rev. B. T. Snook Rev. D. H. Rogan
Rev. B. F. Rogers Rev. W. A. Pratt
Rev. W. W. Nutting Rev. J. H. Palmer^

Their membership has included a number of profes

sional people such as Dr. E. Bliss and J. T. Smith; City 

School Superintendent, Charles W. Burton; attorneys C. D.

3 3

Cedar Rapids Standard. November 29, 1888.
34
Argow, ojd. clt.. pp. 1-8. 35

35Ibld., p. 11.
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Van Vechten and C. N. Jenkins. Many of the early membership 

must have been affiliated with the Masonic Lodge indicated 

by the ceremony when the cornerstone was laid. Many of them 

were people of modest means because they had difficul1y\with 

a church debt and their church pledges were not easily paid.

Clarinda

In southwestern Iowa there have been two active 

Universalist churches. The one at Shenandoah was begun in 

the latter part of the century and survived but a scant 

generation. The one at Clarinda was begun in 1859 and was 

active for a full half century. In 1880 there were twenty- 

five members, their ranks having been depleted by a number of 

deaths and removals.^ During the next ten years the Rev.

Miss Whitney and the Rev. B. F. Snook served the parish.

The latter came in 1884 and remained for at least six years.

He did “a noble work in preaching the great and universal 

love of an All-wise Creator and a kind heavenly Father.11 

During that decade many prominent members of this society 

had passed away yet it was in a flourishing condition in 

1890 with sixty members in the society and a Sunday School 

with forty pupils.^

Shortly thereafter the Rev. Mr. Snook must have

departed and the church, pastorless, declined in prosperity.
The

A Rev. W. W. Merritt of Red Oak and some of the lay members

History of Page County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1880, p. 564. 
37

Biographical History of Page County. Iowa. Chicago,
1890, p. 344.

132



www.manaraa.com

held some services. In the summer of 1893 Rev. J. E. Keyes 

an able speaker and a‘ fine soloist held a series of meet

ings, organized a fine choir that gave concerts and a large 

and active Y.P.C.U. At one party the latter entertained 

fifty friends.^® In October the Rev. W. L. Swan and his 

wife arrived to assume the pastoral duties. In November a 

Sunday School was organized and things in general prospered 

with them. "The Y.P.C.U. of the Universalist Church is 

growing in interest. The young people are to be commended 

in their warm and cordial reception of all that come to their 

meeting, and the devotional spirit that is manifested shows 

the good seed already springing up from its effort."-^ "The 

congregations at the Universalist church are gradually in

creasing and are made up of persons who t h i n k . " I t  sure

ly looks as if the Universalists were once more launched for 

a prosperous trip. Their audiences are better than they 

have been for years and still increasing. Their Sunday School, 

considering the past experience of that church, is simply 

phenomenal, while their Y.P.C.U. with its large attendance 

and the enthusiastic manner in which the members move for

ward and take their parts is a surprise and a delight to 

everyone.

The Swan's left and the Rev. L. F. Porter and his

38
The Clarinda Herald. June 28, 1893 - Oct*. 20, 1893*

39
Ibid.. January 5, 1894.

40
Ibid., January 9, 1894.

41
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wife, the Rev. Charlotte Porter became the pastors. They 

were there just a short time when he died at the age of 

sixty-eight. "He had been sick but a few days, jaundice be

ing the prevailing disease, and his death was a shock to his 

hosts of friends in Clarinda and elsewhere.” He had come

west from New York State, where he had organized many parish-

42
es and built five church buildings.

It was a severe blow to the local parish after hav

ing enjoyed such a splendid revival of interest to lose two

ministers within three years by removal and death. They ob-
the

tained a third pastor after an interval of six months^Rev.
lrx

M. L. Estey of Dixon, Illinois. J Never again was the 

society, as vigorous as it had been. Jacob Loy, a charter 

member, passed away soon after the death of Mr. Porter. In 

the summer of 1 8 9 6 they were again without a shepherd and 

no mention of services was made until the week of March 13,

1897 when the Rev. Dr. Crum of Webster City and the Rev.

Sophie F. Gibbs of Boone and other Universalist clergymen 

held a series of meetings in the hope of reviving the once 

promising parish.^ The Rev. H. L. F. Gillespie of Man

chester held occasional services there until January 4,

1901. The church\ms not growing and there were few

52
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evidences of services and no auxiliary activities. The 

membership had dwindled from seventy a decade earlier to 

ten by 1900.

Des Moines

In 1873, the Des Moines Universalist Church was 

reported to have twenty families, a Sunday School of fifty 

and a frame building valued at $70 0 0 (which was erected in 

1869) but they were pastorless. A decade later they were 

no longer listed by the General Convention as an Iowa 

parish.^ In 1894 they were last represented in the state 

convention.^ From 1870 - 1900 a number of the state offi

cers were drawn from this parish; namely, William H. Flem-
Ao

ing, F. A. Bomer and 0. B. Ayers.

Dubuque ~

The Dubuque parish, one of the oldest in Iowa, 

was very prosperous until in the 1890*s when, for no very 

clear reason, it became inactive. They seemed on the 

threshold of expansion, then in a short space of time ceased 

to function as a church in the last years of the century.

August. 3# 1870, the Rev. W. T. Clark was elected 

to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of the Rev.

Mr. Hanson. The call was subsequently withdrawn, however,

47
Universalist Register and Almanac. Boston, 1873 and

1883.
48

I.U.C., President*3 Notebook.
49
Universalist Register and Almanac. Boston, 1870-1900.
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and the Rev. W. R. Chamberlain was substituted, remaining 

until January 1, 1872, when he was succeeded by the Rev.

J. N. Pardee. He was a “young man but brought to his work 

a thorough education, much experience and what was worth 

more than all else —  a sincere heart and a determination to 

succeed.” There was a Sunday School of a little more than 

one hundred. The first Sunday he said>“you have seen fit to 

choose me to be the Captain of this host, yet the work is 

yours as much as mine. I propose no policy, I promise no 

course except what the times shall require and hearts may 

need, and then I promise to do what my limited strength and 

wisdom will allow; and hope as much from you.”̂

The Rev. Laird Collier, a Unitarian, preached the
the

Rev. Mr. Pardee*s ordination sermon; Rev. J. W. Hanson de

livered the charge in which he impressively admonished him 

as to his Christian duties and presented to him a Holy

Bible, the rock upon which he must establish his faith -
the

his truths. A friend and classmate of the candidate,^ Rev.

Henry E. Campbell of Murray Chapel, Chicago came forward and

extended the right hand of fellowship.

”1 give you my hand and my heart goes out with it.
' I stand with you in service and may the very God of

peace be with us.”

The Rev. Dr. C. M. Reed gave the charge to the

people,

”First, then, never let it slip from your memory that 
the laborer is worthy of his wages. Pay his salary

136
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cheerfully and promptly, so that he may, from this 
direction find nothing arising to embarrass him in 

* his study or agitate him in his feelings .... You will 
expect him to be in his place in the temple, on every 
Sunday prepared for the services. He will anticipate 
the same from you. .... You do not hire him to speak 
to empty pews, but to living, thinking immortal souls.

"Be not narrow yourselves and cherish no desire 
to have your preacher become so. ... The policy of the 
age is growth. The temper of the century is tolerance."

He further urged them not to be alarmed if they observed

him enjoying some form of recreation. It would make him a

more interesting and effective minister.

As reported it appears to have been an unusually

fine and inspiring service both to the new pastor and to

the parish which had the privilege of participating in the 

SIoccasion. Mr. Pardee remained in charge until Sept. 1,

1873, when his resignation was accepted, and the Rev. Asa

Countryman was called, who continued to officiate until

February 1, 1877. On May first of the same year, the Rev.

S2
W. S. Balch took charge and remained until 1880. The 

congregation numbered about three hundred, and the property 

was valued at $1 5 ,0 0 0.-^

f̂iev. G-eorge B. Stocking served the following year
+he 5 4

andARev. Amos Crum began his pastorate in 1 8 8 2 . It was

the longest one in the history of that church, continuing

51
Dubuque Daily Herald. Jan. 3, 1873*

52
History of Dubuque County. Iowa, 1880 (fly leaf gone, 
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until 1893* He was a man of unusual intellectual capaci
tor

ties and had a talent^spiritual leadership that was felt 

throughout the state, during all his pastoral work in Dubu

que, Webster City and Boone.

His comments on the healthy state of the church

in 1883 at the time of their silver anniversary were a direct

contradition of their collapse in the 9 0 *s.

"The Ladies Aid Society has from the first been a most 
active and serviceable branch of the church, and while 
a full account of its manifold labors would show im
portant services most gracefully rendered, it is just 
to say that the Ladies Aid Society of this church was 
more prosperously conducted than at the present time.

"While the changes in pastors may seem to have been 
quite numerous during the past twenty-five years, it is 
mostly of record that the members of our choir have 
been remarkably constant in their service. ... Mrs.
G. H. McArthur, Mrs. J. K. Graves, Mr. R. E. Graves 
and Mr. Henry Kingman have been our church quartette 
for twenty years, and Mrs. McArthur and Mr. Graves have 
been members of this choir for the full period of 
twenty-five years.....

'̂ The Sunday School pursues an even course, doing a 
modest but efficient work. The society is ably served 
by an efficient board of trustees whose case is that 
the purpose for which the church exists shall prosper 
in their hands.

"We bear grateful testimony to the reciprocal feel
ings that exist between our church and its pastor and 
the various laborers in the Christian field throughout 
our city. And thus, at the close of a quarter century 
of organic existence, ... with pledges of broadest 
fellowship ... toward the living, we turn toward the 
days and tasks that are to come praying for that unity 
of spirit which makes all burdens light, and for the 
benediction of that master in whose name the church 
shall triumph. "56 55 56

55
3Dubuque Daily Herald. Jan. 15, 1893.
56
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The society was reincorporated June 27, 1887*

The articles were filed with W. Lewis, the county recorder. 

Those mentioned were f,L. D. Randall, W. S. Couch, W. E.

Massey, 0. E. Guernsey, D. D. W. Carver, T. G. Cragin, E. 

Chamberlain, E. M. Dickey, J. K. Graves, R. E. Graves, W.

P. Allen, L. W. Parker, George N. Raymond, Robert McArthur, 

Frank Adams and John McArthur. “^7

In June 1892, during Dr. Crum’s pastorate he pre

sided at the examination and ordination of Ben Wallace and 

Effie McCollum Jones. The young man was reared in Dubuque 

and was a member of the parish. He had met his wife in 

the theological school at Lombard College. The pastor 

preached the ordination sermon and was assisted by the Revs. 

Charlotte Porter, Sophronia L. Crum, A. K. Beem, and J. H. 

Palmer. The ordaining church council was wisely chosen 

considering the dual nature of this ordination. It was a 

noteworthy service.

“Rev. Amos Crum’s sermon was an able effort, and was 
delivered along-lines with special reference to the 
man and woman whose lives have been consecrated to 
the work of religion. The text was ’Feed My Lambs,
Feed MY Sheep,* after showing what constituted proper 
spiritual food-for the lambs and sheep of God’s flock 
the speaker said that truth should not be anchored 
to the dark ages of the past. The human soul is pro
gressive and prdphetic. To find the golden age we 
should not look regretfully back over our shoulders, 
but rather in£o the future, with intelligence and 
hopefulness.

57
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Sketch of the First Univer- 

salist Church of Dubuque, Iowa. (Ms.)
58
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These young people served at Waterloo, Iowa until called to 

a pastorate in Vermont. They were there but a short time 

when the Rev. B. W. Jones passed away in 1898. His wife 

returned to Waterloo in 1904 and for most of her fifty years 

in the Universalist ministry she has served the parishes of 

Waterloo and Webster Gity, and the state at large, serving 

most of that ‘time in some capacity on the State Convention 

Executive Board as Secretary, Trustee, Vice President or 

President. She is a brilliant woman, who has challenged the 

thinkers of her church, her community and her state. Her 

spiritual leadership has been so steadfast and alert that 

she has served on the General Convention Board as a trustee 

and upon a number of standing committees. June 29, 1892, 

was a red letter day in that Dubuque Church.

Within six months the Rev. Mr. Crum resigned. The 

Rev. Robert H. Towne of Marlboro, N. H. began his pastorate 

there April 2, 1893 with a church of fifty members. On 

January 30, 1894, the church on the corner of Tenth and 

Main was offered for sale at $20,000 because of a raise in 

the street. They planned to build a church elsewhere to 

cost not less than $10,000. They must have disposed of it 

because by March third they were meeting in the library.

The Rev. Mr. Towne changed the name to the ’’People’s Church” 

in February of 1894, but by March he had resigned his pas

torate. In the spring and summer of that year the Rev. J.

S. Cantwell of Chicago held services in the I.O.O.F. Hall*

By fall Miss Sophie Gibbs became their pastor holding
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services in the library or the Odd Fellows Hall, Unfortu

nately she was ill so services were not continuous. By 

November of 1895 she was compelled to resign.Thereafter, 

their services were irregular but they maintained a church 

organization until the close of the first decade in the 

twentieth century.^

Sldora

The Rev. T. C. Eaton, the organizing pastor in 

Eldora, was probably serving the parish in 1870 for the pre

vious year they had dedicated their brick church building. 

Afterward the Rev. G-. S. Gowdy assumed the leadership0*1' and 

gave full measure of spirited repartee to the Orthodox. He 

preached doctrinal sermons at the regular Sunday services 

presenting Universalist theology clearly; and he directed 

the church auxiliaries effectively.

In 1874 the Iowa State Convention met in Eldora

with this parish that numbered only thirteen members; within 
the

ten days/yRev. J. [ E.7 Manford of Chicago preached in the

church. It is probable he might have come west for the

62state meeting and remained for a regular service. That

year in December the parish gave a donation party for the

6*5
benefit of the Rev. Mr. Gowdy which netted $90.00. The

impression of generosity is given but the necessity for this 

—
Dubuque Daily Herald. Jan. 15, 1893-1900.

60
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Sketch of First Universalist 

Church of Dubuque, Iowa (Ms.)

^History of Hardin County, Iowa, Springfield, 1883,p.626. 
62

Eldora Herald, Sept. 2 and 9, 1874.

Ibid., Dec. 2 , 1874.

141

63



www.manaraa.com

type of social also reveals scant contributions or a 

limited budget.

Unfortunately for the good people here he received

a call from Albert Lea and Wells, Minnesota, both reported-

64ly strong and wealthy societies. He must have accepted 

for once in June, once in July and once in November Rev. B.

F. Snook held services, otherwise the church was closed.^

On March 7> 1877 appeared the following summons to the El- 

dora Universalists; "Members of the First Universalist 

Society of Eldora, Hardin Gounty, Iowa are hereby requested 

to meet at the church, on Tuesday, March 13, at two o*clock, 

p.m. DeRoy Ellsworth, Secretary." °

A week later, the purpose of the meeting and the 

action taken was divulged by this statement made in the 

county newspaper.

"Mention was made a couple of weeks ago that the G-erman 
Church of Eldora wished to purchase the Universalist 
Church building to hold services in. As no meeting 
has been held in the building for some time, the pro
position was looked upon favorably by a few of the 
Universalists, and a meeting of the Directors was 
called. They met yesterday, and after a short consul
tation it was decided not to sell the building, and a 
subscription was soon started for the purpose of 
raising a fund for the minister*s salary, and we hope 
soon to hear that a minister has been secured and 
that services will be held regularly every Sabbath.
The society at this meeting also raised enough funds 
to free the church entirely from debt."67
~  _ _  - -
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The Rev. B. F. Snook, "one of the most popular 

preachers in this section”, accepted the charge. The week 

he began regular monthly services, there had been several 

revivals, and coupled with their resumption of services this 

notice appeared in the paper. "The people of Eldora have 

taken quite an interest in religious matters for the past
ZTQ

four weeks. ”00 Intermittent services were held when he was 

gone on an European tour the first six months in I8 7 8 . Per

haps because of his lecture tours and other charges his

69
pastorate was closed in 1 8 7 8 or 1 8 7 9.

From l880t<>1889 there were occasional services by 

the Rev. Marianna T. Folsom of Marshalltown, the Rev. B. F. 

Rogers, the state missionary, the Rev. Mary G-erard, and the 

Rev. B. F. Snook. The latter gave a series of four lectures 

on his European and Near East travels, and while pastor at 

Clarinda in 1 8 8 8 he came here for a course of five sermons 

on such subjects as:
*

”Godfs Character and Purpose in the Creation of Man

The Mission of Christ

Hell, what and where is it?

Atonement

Paradise Lost and Restored.

The Rev. Mr. Gowdy preached two Sundays in March 

of 1889 on ”lf Universalism is true why Preach It” and "Why

°®Ibid., May 9, 1877.
69
Ibid., Jan. 30, 1 8 7 8 . 70

70
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I am a Universalist. In April he traded his property 

to R. 0. Fenton and placed this notice in the Herald. “Un

til further arranged there will he preaching regularly, 

morning and evening at the Universalist Ohurch in Eldora.

[Signed] Rev. G. S. Gowdy, Pastor.11̂

He invited the Revs. T. W. Woodrow, B. F. Snook, J. E.

Keyes, L. F. Porter and Dr. Amos Grum to conduct special 

services. The Rev. Sophronia L. Crum was the guest speaker 

on several occasions as was also the Rev. T. S. Dotter, who 

later became the pastor.  ̂ The choir and orchestra gave 

several concerts and made a fine contribution to the weekly 

worship services. Dr. N. C. Morse was their very able di

rector. His widow was the only living Universalist in the 

city in 1943. She became a member of the Universalist 

Church in Kentucky when she was sixteen. The young people 

gave a number of special programs centered around the life

and writings of famous American poets, such as Whittier and 

74Longfellow.1

Rev. Father Gowdy was living there and filling 

the pulpit when ever some other minister was not available.

He was the driving force that was making the years from 

1890 to 1894 such successful ones for this parish. The 

officers for 1891 for the Society were: President,W. J.

71
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Brooks; Secretary, Mrs. J. E. Snyder; Treasurer, Frank 

Narum; Trustees, DeRoy Ellsworth, D. G. Header, Dr. N. 0. 

Morse; for the church organization, Moderator, Mrs. T. G.

Gopp; Secretary, Mrs. J. E. Snyder; Treasurer, Mrs. H. F. 

Carter. They had retained separate”church and society mem- 

berships. The Rev. Mr. Gowdy’s flock were deeply grate

ful for his help. They held a surprise party for him and 

Mother Gowdy on their sixtieth wedding anniversary and gave 

them two very fine and comfortable chairs. The Rev. Thomas 

Dotter in presenting them said, “You have had a long march 

battling together against the stern realities of this 

world and we know that you must be tired. We beg leave, 

therefore, to present you each with an easy chair, hoping 

that your years may be lengthened and that you may yet 

spend many happy years together.

The Rev. W. B. Washburn became the pastor in Jan- 

77uary 1894, however^a year later the Rev. Amos Crum of 

Webster City and the Rev. B. F. Snook of Iowa Falls and the 

Rev. A. K. Beem of Osage came to make an investigation and 

within a month he had resigned the charge.^®

The Rev. J. E. Keyes held a service in September, 

1895 and thereafter there were no further notices until 

March 18, 1898 when the society of approximately twenty people 

7 3

Ibid., Jan. 16, 1891*
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met to reorganize. Thereafter the Rev. H. L. Gillespie, 

the Rev. A. R. Tillinghast and the Rev. L. C. Esperson were 

guests of the parish.^ in December 1899, Father Gowdy, 

eighty-nine years old, sold his property and moved again to
on

Albert Lea, Minnesota. Without this valiant patriarch

the church in Eldora ceased to function. Grant Tyler wrbteL

he well remembers Rev. Gowdy who was a neighbor of his

family when they lived in the southeast part of Eldora. He

"was a most kindly man - kind neighbor and good citizen.

As a child, I now recall visiting that church with our

mother and loved to hear [the] Rev. [Mr.] Gowdy preach ...

almost every sermon carrying a bit of poetry out of the book

„81
he loved so well.

Elkader

The Boardman Grove Universal!st Church in Elkader 

purchased the Congregational church building for one thous

and five hundred dollars in 1870. At that time the follow

ing new members were added: Sally Kimber, J. Stebbins, T.

Barnum, Rosanna Barnum, W. B. Smith, Fred Ernst, Lysetta 

Ernst, B. Knopp, Mrs. P. Nye and Mrs. Wright.

By 1882 "five of the members have died and of the 

rest, all except five have removed from the state." Their 

last four pastors were the Revs. S. Wakefield, P. Hathaway,

79
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80
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J. W. Hicks and George Odiqjie. Just when they served was 

not stated but they were all there before 1882* Occasion

al services were held as part of the activities of that cir

cuit in Northeast Iowa. By 1900 they were still considered

a distinct parish containing only seven families. The Rev.

8̂ 5
W. J. Herbener was the part time pastor. J

Ft. Dodp;e

A Ft. Dodge Universalist Society appeared in 1869 

in the records of the state meetings. Eight years later 

Harry Strong willed three thousand dollars to the local 

society with the stipulation;that it was to accumulate un

til it amounted to ten thousand dollars, when it was to be

used to finance the building of a church. The society

84faded away and no church was ever erected.

Greeley

In 1870 Greeley had a building and the Rev. Joy 

Bishop was the pastor. He was followed by Elder Stebbins.®^

In 1878, the pulpit was occupied every alternate Sabbath by 

the Rev. J. N. Hicks of Strawberry Point. The trustees 

were J. S. Drybread, J. Baker, Benjamin Pinkley; Clerk,C.
Q zr

S. Taylor; Treasurer, James Pinckley.00 The Rev. Amos Crum 

82
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83
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was pastor for the longest time and Rev. Mrs. Crum was 

their last one.^

When the church was built in 1868 the society 

must not have owned the land because "on Feoruary 11, 1888,

H. A. Correll and his wife Elizabeth, conveyed to the Uni- 

versalist Convention of Iowa” a plot of land“ten rods east 

and west by seven rods north and south.” Then on February 

3, 1890,

”ten of the lawful heirs of Elizabetn Correll convey
ed to the trustees of the Universalist church of the 
County of Delaware, State of Iowa, one half acre of 
ground' in the south East corner of the south east 
quarter of the southwest quarter of section 20, Town
ship 90. This conveyance by the heirs must have been 
made to correct an error made by Mr. Correll because 
the church is located”®® on the latter plot of land.

Although the Greeley parish was small they built 

and maintained a small building and were active for about 

forty years. In 1874 their membership was fifteen and by 

1900 they had thirty members. They were fortunately lo

cated so that they were benefited by a well organized cir

cuit.

Grinnell

The church in Grinnell was not as successful as

the one at Greeley. It was organized either in the winter 
89

of 1867, 1868 or as the historian’s records state on 87 88 89

87
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June 11, 1870.°° Meetings had been held in the tcrwn even 

before the Civil War, Their first pastor was the Rev, C. P. 

Nash, who was living in Newton and came here once a month.

He remained in charge for two years.^ Whether they had an

other regular pastor was questionable, though one sketch re

vealed the names of the Revs. S. G. Clark, 0. F. Van Cise,

W. P. Payne, Fidelia W. Gillette and E. T. Briggs as pastors.

In 1880 their membership was about twenty-five. The previous 

year they had entertained the State Convention. 1896 was 

the last year in which they were represented in that state

op
meeting.^

Iowa City

In January 1870 services were resumed in the Iowa

City church under a new pastor, the Rev. Augusta J. Chapin.

Early in that year the Board took definite action in regard
✓

to their property; they purchased a building on the church

lot belonging to a Mr. Ryan for $900, and when they were

unable to collect the land rent from Mrs. Shoemaker, who

had erected a house on the church lot, they offered her $100

94
and terminated the lease.

On March tenth, T. M. Banbury moved 11 that we take 

immediate steps to secure the erection of a House of Worship."

90
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Sketch of the Unlversali3t 

Church. Grlnnell. Iowa (Ms.) (hereafter G-rinnell Sketch).
91
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Messrs. Sangster, Banbury and Cornell were appointed to re

port plans and estimates on a building*^ April 18, they 

voted to buy the lot on the corner of Iowa Avenue and 

Clinton Street which was then owned by Mr* Scales. They/ 

agreed to pay three thousand dollars and commissioned John

P. Irish to negotiate the purchase^ which was accomplished 

97
by August 15* Mr. Banbury reported a plan for a building

98
costing twelve thousand dollars* The Treasurer, Peter 

Roberts, resigned after serving in that capacity since 1858.

Mr. Eranklin Kimball was chosen to fill the vacancy tempor

arily* In August, J. Norwood, who had served as Clerk as 

long as Mr. Roberts had been Treasurer, resigned to accept 

the latter’s position. George Feeler became the Clerk.^

Miss Chapin was very successful in her pastoral 

work for on Easter, sixteen persons were admitted to member

ship.^0 In August she was going East soon to solicit aid 

in raising the fourteen thousand dollars for their building 

project. They planned to raise eight thousand locally.3-0̂  

December 7th, the society accepted the plans of

A. N. White, an architect of Syracuse, New York upon the

95
Ibid., p. 60.

96
Ibid.. p. 62.

97
Ibid.. p. 63.

98
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100
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recommendation of Miss Chapin, Messrs. Sheets and Kimball.

March 29th, 1871 the Building Committee was authorized to

let the contracts for the excavation of the basement and

103cutting the stone for the same® ^ They also authorized 

the Trustees to borrow five hundred dollars, showing that 

they did not have sufficient funds. From time to time they 

were voting to disposses those who had built on the church 

land grants, to collect on overdue notes, or Instructed an 

owner to move his building at once, to collect land rent 

due or cancel existing l e a s e s M a y  25, 1871 they distri

buted subscription books for the building pledges. They 

"Resolved that we will use every endeavor that the work al

ready commenced on the new church edifice may continue 

without interruption until it is completed.

At a Board meeting August 18th, “Mr. Irish moved 

that the Board present to the next ensuing general conven

tion of the Universalist Church, an application for a loan 

of $5,000, said loan to be fortified by a statement that it 

shall be secured by income from leases of church property."

The motion carried and Miss Chapin was appointed loan agent 

before the Convention.'*'^

The pastor and Mr. Nelson were instructed to devote

—
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their time for four weeks to collecting subscriptions. The 

former was excused from preaching. However, they were not 

able to obliterate the financial cloud because on December 

28th, 1872 they borrowed of E. A. Brown four thousand 

dollars and gave a note and mortgage on the church.

Meanwhile the corner stone had been laid on Aug

ust 31st in the previous year. They had enclosed local and 

denominational papers, a testament and a historical sketch 

in the handwriting of Miss Chapin. The officers were:

Trustees, John P. Irish, G-. G-. Cornell, Hugh Brown, J. N. 

Seydel; Clerk, W. C. Preston; Treasurer, J. Norwood Clark; 

and the president was H. H. Winchester, one of the charter 

members (and a descendant of Elbanan Winchester of denomin

ation fame). There was a total of seventy-four church mem

bers, fourteen in the Ladies Industrial Circle; G-. G-. Cor

nell was Superintendent of the Sunday School and was suppor-

107
ted by a staff of ten teachers. December 26th, 1872 the

Society voted to incorporate and authorized H. H. Winchester,

108
the president and Horace Kimball to execute their wishes.

By January 12, 1873 the audience room had been 

completed and furnished. It was formally dedicated to "the 

worship of the Universal Father.” The minister, the Rev.

Miss Chapin was too hoarse to preach. The Rev. R. H. Pull

man delivered the sermon, Miss Chapin pronounced a sentence 

of dedication, the address to the parish and church was given 

IS?
Augusta J. Chapin, History of the (Iowa City) Church. 

(Manuscript).
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by the Rev, B. F. Snook, both the Revs. L. G. Powers and

109M. Grosley offered prayer during the service. ^

Miss Chapin resigned her charge March 22nd, 1873 

because of ill health. She had been hoarse for some time 

and felt the same cause was undermining her general health.

She felt she needed a complete rest. She wrote “our rela

tions as pastor and people have been so long continued and 

so pleasant that it is with deep sorrow that I pen these 

lines which must sever them.”

"The members of the congregation and parish of the
first Uhiversalist Church of Iowa City .... do here
record their measureless appreciation of her great 
service to them as a church and as individuals.
Tending us without a house of worship, shelterless 
and the victims of every vicissitude that can befall 
a church, paralyzed beyond the power of good in the 
community with neither place nor recognition, disin
tegrated and disorganized with no rallying point nor 
common purpose, by the inspiration of her energy and 
example of her self-sacrifice the scattered flock has 
been gathered to its fold, friends beyond our former 
borders have been raised up to us and our organized 
work has been manifest.“llo

After voicing this tribute they decided to post

pone indefinitely the consideration of her resignation, 

giving her a leave of absence and obtaining temporary sup

plies for the pulpit. On December 12, 1873 she asked again 

to be released. They accepted her resignation effective the 

first of the following month. They had hoped that she would 

recover and could continue her splendid work with them.

“Resolved that in taking this action the Parish also conveys 

~ 1Q9 :
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to her the assurance of deep appreciation of her unselfish 

work in the holy cause to which her life is dedicated, and 

the best hopes for her continued professional success.

In bidding a final farewell to this able pastor 

they did not bid adieu to their financial worries. They de

sired to sell their half lot on Dubuque street, but in order 

to do so legally they had to secure legislative permission.

An act was passed by the Iowa General Assembly giving them 

the right to sell the property given to them by the terri

torial government, January 8, 1844, the proceeds to be 

used by the society for a church elsewhere in the city. It 

was approved February 4, 1876 and signed by John H. Gear,

Speaker of the House, J. G. Newbold, President of the Sen-

112ate and Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor.

At a parish meeting February 12th, they voted to

sell all of their property on Dubuque Street and mortgage

any othhr property if necessary in order to clear the church

of debt. J. N. Seydel was commissioned to negotiate the

sales. They received a total of $10,882.50 from sales or

rents. Their outstanding debts amounted to sixty-one

113
hundred dollars.

The Rev. Legrand Powers succeeded Miss Chapin for

a short time and the Rev. James Eastwood was the pastor in

1878. From 1874 -1378 the records are scant and do not reveal 

—
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a thriving parish. On August 25, 1878 a significant meet

ing was held in the church with J. N. Clark presiding.

The Rev. Oscar Clute addressed the group on a proposition 

he had to present to them. The following agreement was made:

r,The trustees of the first Universalist Church of Iowa 
City agree with the American Unitarian Association of 
Boston, Massachusetts for cooperative work, I- Provided 
that the American Unitarian Association will put an 
able and educated missionary into the place and pay 
$1,200 per year toward his salary for a period of five 
years so that the religious services of the church 
shall be continuous for that time except in needful 
vacations. We, Trustees of the Universalist Church of 
Iowa City, will pay the balance of the salary of the 
missionary, will provide the church building for that 
time without rent and meet all other needful local 
expenses and will make earnest efforts to secure a 
congregation, accepting the minister sent as our pas
tor with the right reserved to counsel with the A.U.A. 
as to the fitness of their missionary for the position 
and expecting that he shall be such a liberal man as 
would easily unite fair minded Unitarians and Univer- 
salists.
II- The organization of the First Universalist Church 
of Iowa City shall not be affected by this agreement 
nor the property thereof, but during the time of this 
agreement the Unitarian minister and two members of 
the congregation with three members and the president 
of said Trustees shall constitute an Executive Com
mittee to raise such funds to pay current expenses of 
said religious services and conduct all matters of 
finance so far as the usual-practical religious work 
of the congregation is concerned.
III- By this agreement the Unitarians and Universalists 
of Iowa City mutually unite their efforts and their 
means to propagate those doctrines of religion by the 
efforts of minister and congregation, which are common
ly known as liberal Christianity. "H*

The Universalist Society agreed in desiring to 

call the Rev. Oscar Clute as pastor. They pledged six 

hundred dollars toward his salary and promised to try to 

increase their portion to eight hundred the following
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115 year* J

No doubt this cooperative plan was welcomed be

cause of their poor financial status and their inability 

to get a satisfactory pastor# They had used wisdom in 

choosing the site for their new church building# It was on 

Clinton Avenue facing west and the State Capitol Building, 

now the main part of the University Campus* Unfortunately 

they had planned somewhat extravagantly. In 1878 they voted 

to complete the building, letting the contract September 

11, 1880,for finishing the tower;to Sheetz & G-esberg & Co. 

for $865*^^

From 1878 to 1880 they had a joint organization, 

there were nine members on the Board of Trustees, only 

four of whom were Universalists# In December}1879 the five 

members of the official board who were not Universalists 

asked for a reorganization and the dropping of the Winches

ter Profession of Faith. The letter regarding this read

r,To the Trustees of the Universalist Church of Iowa 
City, December 29, 1879* In accepting a place on the 
board we wish to make the following statements, (l)
We believe that an intimate union of all the liberal 
forces of this parish is essential to its spiritual 
welfare. (2) We believe that tests of fellowship 
should be more general and less specific. Should aim 
to express less and not more than the belief of those 
who join in fellowship'; for one may believe as much 
more than a creed expresses as he is able, but cannot 
believe less and honestly subscribe to the creed,
(3) While we as outside parties prefer our individual 
support to our common cause, we cannot accept for 
ourselves the Winchester Creed •••• as such is probably 
—

' Ibid., pp. 107-108.
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the ease' with a large proportion of the church atten
dants, we believe the time has come for taking prelim
inary steps for re-organization of the church and par
ish. This opinion, we believe finds justification in 
the facts and nature of the case, as well as in the 
action of the Parish meeting in electing, notwithstand
ing their protests, several trustees known not to be in 
sympathy with the Winchester Creed. (4) In accepting 
the position of trustees, we are acting in accordance 
with the opinions above expressed, and we believe we 
would not otherwise be justified in accepting a posi
tion on the board. (Signed) P. H. Philbrick, Presi
dent; A. C. Youkin, J. J. Dietz, C. A. Eggert and W.
H. Taylor.**

Apparently the four who were Universalists disagreed so they 

withdrew from the cooperative plan and thereafter maintained 

a separate organization and rented the church to the Uni

tarians.

In March,1893 they still owed one thousand six 

hundred dollars on the mortgage to E. A. Brown. They adver

tised the last of the Dubuque property for sale but whether 

that liquidated their indebtedness there was no record.^®

In 1892 they discussed deeding their property to 

the State Convention. On November 16, 1896 the following 

members of the Board, J. Norwood Clark, 5. N. Seydell,

Eugene Paine, Mrs. Sarah A. Meyers and H. H. Jones met with 

S. J. Oldfield, the treasurer of the Iowa Universalist Con

vention. The latter had been sent by Judge Ayers, the

president, to receive the trust deed. The Board unanimously

119voted to convey it to him.
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Two years later the state convention sold it to

the Iowa Unitarian Association who had supplied the church

120
with a minister from 1878 to 1898. The mission then of 

the liberal church did not end in Iowa City in 1898, the 

Unitarians are still carrying the liberal torch. Many of 

the Universalists no doubt identified themselves with its 

work.

Manchester

Manchester, like Iowa City, was in the throes of 

building in 1870. The former had begun work May 10, 1869 

and completed it May 7, 1871 at a total cost of eight 

thousand thirty dollars and forty-four cents. The dedica

tory services were conducted by the Rev. J. W. Hanson of 

121
Chicago. The Rev. H. L. F. Gillespie can remember his

mother and Uncle Henry Bca ker attending and making a contri- 

122
bution. The first regular* pastor was the Rev. S. R. Wood 

who came in September,1871 and remained for two years. The 

Rev. W. J. Hicks served both Strawberry Point and this 

church every alternate Sunday for six months. For three 

years thereafter the society was inactive, except for the 

ladies group which induced the Rev. Mr. Wood to return and 

reorganize the church June 4, 1877* Their membership at 

that time was twenty-three and the officers were: President,

120T “
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S. W. Green; Clerk, R. W. Tirrill; Treasurer, Mary Hoag;

Trustees, E. S. Congar, Adaline Tomlinson, and Seth Brown.

12'55The church was out of debt and in a good condition. **

The Rev. E. R. Wood remained until November 1,

187b, when there was a disagreement among the members. The

Rev. Mr. Gillespie wrote that they had a Sunday School of

one hundred at the time they closed. During the next twelve

years there was no regular pastor. The Rev. Amos Crum and

others preached occasionally from 1 8 8 5 - 1 8 9 0.

"The Church building was donated for academic school 
from 1879 to 1885• In 1879 the basement was put in.
In 1885 the building was rented to the school board 
for public school purposes for which it was used until 
1889* In 1885 the basement was repaired. ....

"At the beginning of the Rev. Matt Wing*s pastorate 
in 1 8 9 0 the church building was repaired through out 
and improved in many ways at a cost of about §2 3 0 0 .0 0  
including four handsome memorial windows which were' 
paid for by individuals.

"in October 1891 CtheJ Rev. [Mr. 3 Wing removed to 
Minneapolis and [the] Rev. H. 0. Sommers was engaged.
His pastorate lasted but six months at which time [the]
Rev. S. L. [Mrs.3 Crum, as state missionary, began 
regular services every alternate Sunday. She continued 
to do so until November 1892. In the spring of 1893 
[the 3 Rev. W. F. Smith became the resident pastor 
preaching on alternate Sundays in connection with 
Strawberry Point and Greeley. This arrangement con
tinued ten months. In the spring of 1894 Rev. W. A.
Render, a licentiate, recently a Y. M. C. A. Secretary 
of Marshalltown, began regular services at the sugges
tion of Amos Crum and continued with good satisfaction 
for three months. On the first Sunday of October 
1894 [the3 Rev. Eliza Curtis, a graduate of lombard 
University, began a pastorate which continued with much 
success and satisfaction for two years. During the 
month of March 1897, [the3 Rev. J. E. Keyes, an evan
gelist, held a series of revival meetings in the church 
under the direction of LtheJ Rev. Henry Gillespie. At 
the close of these meetings TtheJ Rev. T. E. Dotter

History of Delaware County, Iowa, op. cit., p. 503.
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began his pastorate, the first Sunday in April 1897.

It was he and Seth Brown who collected all of this histori

cal data and placed it in the church record books for there 

were no annual meetings recorded from 1 8 7 7, the date of 

their re-organization, to June 28, 1897*

Unfortunately, the Rev. Mr. Dotter became ill and 

was compelled to resign. His wife the Rev. Mabel Dotter 

continued the services until April 1, 1899 after which the

Sabbath School was continued until July 1st at which time

i p  c;
the church was again closed. J The Rev. Mr. Dotter was a 

conscientious and capable leader who was also a good busi

ness manager of parish affairs, just what this church need

ed. After about twenty years of irregular services and in

termittent leadership they needed a long and successful 

pastorate to give them security and stability.

Marshalltown

By 1879 the Universalists of Marshalltown were

meeting in Whitton Hall and the Rev. I. A. Eberhart was

leading this expanding parish.**-2̂  During that fall their

services were held in St. Matthew*s Episcopal Church,

commonly called the Stone Church.^2^ During February 1880

there was a conference of Universalist ministers which was

followed by a session of the Iowa Universalist Convention.
_ _

The First Universalist Society of Manchester. Iowa. 
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"The attendance was large and great enthusiasm was manifes

ted." They raised four thousand dollars to buy the Episco

pal Church of Lyman Cook of New York, who had foreclosed 

the mortgage. The Ladies Society gave one thousand two 

hundred dollars, the Belle Plaine parish under the leader

ship of their pastor, the Rev. J. H. Hoyt pledged two hun

dred dollars, Miss Mary Hartman1s Bible Class contributed

128
one hundred dollars. Bishop Perry was unable to redeem 

the property so the Universallsts paid one thousand dollars 

in cash and placed a mortgage on the building for three 

thousand, payable in four years, and received the deed in 

March, 1 8 8 0.^^

In October,1883 the Rev. Mr. Adams was closing 

his pastorate. "He is an able man and it will be hard to 

find his equal in point of real ability and fearless in

tellectual and moral courage.

The Board voted to call a new pastor, the Rev.

l'Sl
J. F. Shindler in March of the following year.  ̂ He was a 

true Christian who won the respect and admination of the 

entire community by practicing his faith - the brotherhood 

of man. In August of 1885,James Pelletier^ a destitute man 

with a wife and two small children died, Rev. Shindler 

learned of the situation, spent Wednesday stating the sad 

128
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plight of the widow and babies and asking for funds to bury 

the man and care for his family. He secured thirty-seven 

dollars which was considered enough for a simple intern

ment and a small portion besides. The Times Republican re

marked that “Mr. Shindler’s labors ... evinced a kindness 

that our people will remember.

His own baby daughter died that fall and he must 

have resigned his pastorate within the year. In December,

1886 the Rev. James Gorton of Michigan was sent by the 

State Convention to establish regular s e r v i c e s how 

long he remained is not known for the papers of 1887, 1888 

and 1889 carried no notices. In 1890 the Rev. J. H. Palmer 

appeared before the commissioners in regard to the Univer- 

salists having a fair showing regarding the services at the 

Soldiers Home. He must have been either the part time or 

full time pastor to have taken this action, for an appeal 

for such an opportunity would be pointless unless he had 

been in a position to render that service. On Easter Sunday 

a number of people united with the church and some children 

were dedicated.

In 1893 the Rev. John Edward Keyes was their pas

tor. One news item carried this comment. He “addressed a

splendid audience in his well known manner.“^ 5  jn July
—
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1894 the church and Sunday School went to the Soldier*s 

Home at eight forty-five on a Friday morning. They were 

asked to bring one lemon, lunch for two meals and street 

car fare. Apparently it was the annual picnic for the whole 

parish.

For the next two years there were items in the

newspaper concerning the election of officers for the young

people at the pastor*s home, church socials, ladies meet-

137ings and Sunday School plcnics? which gave the impression 

of an active and thriving parish. There were either no 

usable paper files or no regular notices for the rest of 

the story is unknown. In 1900 they were credited with a 

church membership of one hundred but that was the last year 

they were represented in the Convention. Shortly after the 

turn of the century they appeared to disband and their 

church home was sold.

Mitchellville

An historical sketch that appeared in the

Mitchellville News published by E. T. Cressey in 1880, states

that the Society was organized in i860 in Old Mitchell. From

1870 to 1877 Rev. J. R. Sage was the minister. The ”Rev.

A. Vedder then came on to the field as pastor, and continued

up to the first Sabbath in October, when he preached his

farewell discourse.” It was he who directed the parish in 
_
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its organization. ’'The Rev. Mrs. S. M. [Fidelia] Gillette 

becomes the pastor and preaches morning and evening of each 

alternate Sabbath, at a salary of $500 a year.” The church 

was organized January 13, 1878; just ten years after the 

building was erected.

The officers of the society were: Chairman,

Thomas Mitchell; trustees, N. W. Cram, L. W. Cannon, William 

Jones, D. P. Oldfield, Thomas Mitchell; Clerk and Treasurer,

S. J. Oldfield. Prof. E. Chase was Superintendent of the 

Sunday School.^®

Around 1870 the Methodists were holding their 

meetings in the Universal!st meeting house on two Sabbath 

evenings each month, their minister was supplying three 

stations, Altoona, Rising Sun, and Mitchellville. I can 

recall hearing that all the denominations used the Univer- 

salist Church for services since it was for a time the only 

church building in town.

The Secretary's records show that the Universal-

ists met January 13th to organize a church. The permanent

organization was completed January 27th, I8 7 8 when the

139
following officers were chosen: Moderator, Thomas

Mitchell; Clerk, E. B. Stall; Treasurer, Sister Tillie Mit

chell; Deacons, Bro. Win. S. Jones, Bro. A. Rothroek and 

Sister Pauline Weeks. March 17th they adopted a constitution 

and by-laws after hearing the preaching by Rev. A. Vedder.

138
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The first year thirteen members were admitted; they re

sided in six different communities showing that Universal- 

ists were thinly scattered throughout this section of the 

state.

From 1879 to 1881 the Rev. F. W. Gillette was the

141
shepherdess. She observed Children*s Day, June 15, 1879*

From 1881 to March 1890 there was no record of church acti

vities. On the twenty-third Rev. T. W. Woodrow preached 

and a meeting was held for the purpose of reorganization.

The new members,who were received,were to become mainstays 

of the church in the coming half-century; S. J. Oldfield, 

Gertrude Hedges, Lucy E. Patterson, Mrs. Jane Sternberg,

G. W. Griffiths, Ida Seems, Louisa C. Means and B. F. Roth- 

rock. The officers chosen were, Moderator, Thomas Mitchell; 

Clerk, B. F. Rothrock; Treasurer, S. J. Oldfield; Deaconess, 

Mrs. R. B. Patterson. In 1891 C. L. Henney became the 

clerk,and thereafter, he and his wife were active in serving 

the society until they passed away at the close of rich and 

busy lives.

The Rev. Mr. Woodrow remained for at least two 

years. In 1892 the Rev. Amos Crum served both this church 

and Webster City, simultaneously for four years. On July 

18, 1894, he conducted a memorial service for Bro. Thomas

Mitchell and Sister Mary Ball. The former had been a pioneer 

TTn
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leader in Polk County, founding Apple Grove, Mitchell and 

later Mitchellville. It was he who invited and entertained 

the Universalist ministers as early as the 1850*s. He 

organized, led, and supported the church. As well as giving 

the land for the Mitchellville Cemetery, he founded the 

Mitchell Seminary which was opened in September 1872 and 

which was active a little more than a decade. His death 

was a severe blow to this little village church but there 

seemed to be others who could and did carry on the torch of 

a liberal faith. In August of that same year they enter

tained the State Convention. Committees met trains at the

D. V. Depot, R. I. Depot and the one at Santiago; and can

vassed the town for rooms for the delegates.

Dr. Crum resigned the pastorate November 29, 1896 

because of his failing health. C. L. Henney wrote,”0ur 

homes were all touched and strengthened by his Christian 

gentleness, his kindly acts and his warm hearted friendship.

His polished handicraft in the making of Christian life and

character will be manifest in the lives of his little flock
1 4 .-2

all the way through the rugged road of life.” J

Louis Tucker made the motion that the Rev. J. E.

144Keyes should be engaged as pastor. After about seven 

months he resigned, but the resolution of acceptance re

gretted the severance of a fellowship of nearly five years.

He must have been doing some work there while Dr. Crum was
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the pastor.

Upon the motion of Thomas Tomlinson and Robert 

Ball, the Rev. John Hughes of Bloomfield was called January 

9, 1898. He was to come one Sunday in the month and re

ceive a salary of twenty dollars. In November of that year 

they held a series of meetings and the Rev. Kate Hughes was 

also present. This would indicate that the Hughes* never 

resided in Mitchellville.^^

The Rev. W. H. Williams preached there Jan. 15,

1 8 9 9,which may indicate that he was the pastor at that time. 

Resolutions were passed in memory of Sister Mathilda Murray 

"who had ever given her loyal help and loyal service as 

well as liberal financial aid to the church, Sunday School, 

and young peoples union as well as to the cause in general 

... with an unselfish and devoted heart and hand."'L̂

April 22nd, 1900 they met immediately after Sun

day School and employed the Rev. Harry Richardson of Mar

shalltown. He was to receive sixteen dollars and twenty- 

cents per Sunday, but there seemed some doubt that the parish 

could meet this obligation. Tillie Mitchell, Stephen Daniels, 

and G. L. Henney were appointed to solicit the necessary 

funds.

During this period the pastor apparently was serv

ing several churches and did not reside in this small Iowa 

village, except during the time when the academy was active.
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It is unusual that in such a small community there were 

enough liberal thinkers to support a church. When Mr.

Mitchell passed away they lost an outstanding leader whose 

counsel, prestige and financial aid were irreplaceable. In 

similar circumstances other societies lost heart and quit.

Other strong members remained in Mitchellville and another 

generation was growing up who would carry on the work stead

ily and courageously.

Mt. Pleasant

This pioneer society in eastern Iowa continued to 

keep its doors open and proclaim the truth as this small 

but vigorous band understood it. It was by 1900 the oldest 

active Universalist church in Iowa. James Throop said in 

1898 when they were celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 

the Mt. Pleasant Church, "The parish is composed of excel

lent material; and, while few in numbers, have always exer

cised a potent influence in the community and maintained 

their corporate existence as a religious organization amid 

varying fortunes for half a century.”̂ *^

Unfortunately jthey were never financially able to 

employ and retain the services of an able minister for an 

extended term of service. However they were never for a 

protracted period without a part time pastor. The Rev. J.

W. Chaffin resigned in May}1870. The Rev. C. P. Nash was

called in September but he apparently did not accept for in 
—
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November the Rev. W. S. Ralph was extended a call at a salary

148
of twelve hundred dollars. One year later he resigned and 

the parish regretfully accepted, Mon account of present in

debtedness and our unfavorable prospects financially, we feel

fil49unable adequately to compensate him for future services.

For more than a year they had occasional services, 

the Rev. W. R. Gole preached for three months, the Rev. Mr. 

Brinkerhoof, Dr. J. W. Hanson, and the Rev. J. H. Ballou 

were guests of the parish. March 16, 1873 the Rev. Prudy,

Le Glerc was employed for one service and a vacation of six 

or eight weeks at a salary of eight hundred dollars. Appar

ently they were having trouble with back-sliders^ because a 

resolution was passed that fall wherein they pledged them

selves to be regular and punctual in attendance and to co

operate with the members and the p a s t o r . M a r c h  28, 1875 

the Rev. Miss LeClerc tendered her resignation because of 

ill health.148 149 150 151 152

October 1, 1875* the Rev. J. R. Sage was called at 

a salary of twenty dollars per Sunday and he was to come on
Ig-x

alternate Sundays. They were sharing his pastoral

148
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 104.

149
Ibid.. Vol. l,pJLll.

150
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 151.

151
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 153.

152
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 160.

169

153
Ibid.. Vol. 1, p. 171.



www.manaraa.com

services with the church at Mitchellville, where he resided 

and was the principal of the Mitchell Seminary. This ar

rangement lasted one year.

For about two years they were without a pastor

again. The Rev. 0. F. Van Cise, reared in this church,

1R4
preached their Christmas sermon in 1878. J September 7,

1879 the Rev. B. F. Rogers was engaged for half time servi

ces. They rejoiced that he could reside among them.^-* His 

pastorate was closed in January 1881.^^ The Rev. H. W.

Smith of Portland, Michigan accepted a call and then asked 

to be released because his congregation in Portland re-
1C7

quested him to remain. The Rev. E. L. Briggs preached

three fourths of the time from January to September, 1884

while he was living in Wilton Junction. The church decided

that they appreciated his services

Hyet in view of the fact that he is unable to live 
among us and give us the benefit of his constant 
pastoral care, and in view of our needs in this re
gard, and our limited ability, and the difficulty if 
not impossibility, under such disadvantages of ren
dering adequate compensation we feel compelled to 
dispense, for the present with his ministerial servi
ces, which we do with regret.^lSS

The Rev. Herbert Whitney coming from Storm Lake,

commenced preaching December 28, 1884. He was called for
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the coming year in February at a salary of six hundred 

dollars. In September Mrs. Whitney agreed to complete her 

husband's pastorate so that he would then be free to engage 

elsewhere,^9 1886 - 1890 they were without a minis

ter but visiting preachers held occasional services, the 

society was active and at least sixteen were admitted to 

membership.1 0̂ December 14, 1890 Professor John Clarence 

Lee, from Lombard College, Galesburg, Illinois,preached his 

first sermon in Mt. Pleasant. It was the beginning of a 

very prosperous four year pastorate ending June 19, 1894. 

Services were held on alternate Sundays. He ‘'received 

thirty members into the church and dedicated twenty-five 

children and left us in much better condition than he found 

us." He was greatly loved and esteemed by the people of 

this church.1^

In October of 1894 the Rev. J. E. Keyes conducted 

a series of meetings. "He had a crowded house nearly every 

night." One hundred twenty-six dollars was accumulated 

through a musicale and the collections. Seventeen were re

ceived into the church membership. The parish tendered 

their "sincere thanks to Brother Keyes for his faithful and 

devoted service during the series of meetings held here, 

also for the beautiful singing, which was an inspiration to
■ I  / T o

all who heard it." He became their regular pastor in

159ibia., Voi. i, p. 226.
160

Ibid.. Vol. 2, pp. 10-22.
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Ibid.. Vol. 2, p. 35.

t
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December, coming every two weeks for a salary of thirty 

16̂ 5
dollars.  ̂ He remained for two years, resigning January 

5, 1897.

The Rev. E. H. Chapin of Galesburg, Illinois was

called as pastor in the beginning of the year 1897, preach-
164

ing his first sermon February 21st. In 1899 they em

ployed the Rev. W. D. Buchanan to preach every other Sunday 

for seven hundred dollars. He was a capable young man 

just recently married and the future of this little red 

brick church looked bright under his. guidance.

Ey 1899 the charter members of this parish were 

slipping away, one by one to their well earned reward. The 

names of M. L. Edwards, Rebecca Leedham, George Craft, and 

Father Schreiner appeared no more. From 1848 - 1887 M. L. 

Edwards was always an officer and generally he was the 

clerk of the parish until his death. By 1899 there appears 

less variety in the names of the officers giving the im

pression that there were fewer leaders in the little band 

or the "old guard", so to speak, were hesitant in trusting 

the newer members with responsibility. The officers in 

1899 were: Trustees, L. F. Willard, I. P. Van Cise, Mrs.

A. W. Orton; Treasurer, George E. Throop; Financial Secre

tary, Frank Throop; Clerk, Anna Leedham; Organist, Anna

133
Ibid,., Vol. 2, p. 40.
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Leedham; Moderator, James A. Throop.

The Women’s Industrial Society which had previous

ly been so active must have become dormant for

MIn 1875 a group of the women belonging to the church 
met and reorganized the Aid Society... The origi
nal members were Alamedia Ross, Mrs. Ann Throop, Mrs. 
Mildred Rand, Mrs. Rebecca Leedham, Mrs. Angelina
Palmer, Mrs. Maria Shhreiner, Mrs. Amelia Wait.....
This society did not meet regularly but when they did 
come together they seemed to accomplish a great deal.
When the society met at the different homes, the hos
tess furnished work for them to do and then paid the 
grand sum of five cents each to add to the treasury.

"In 1870 the trustees invited the society to pay 
one hundred dollars towards the minister*s salary and 
from that time on they helped pay for carpets, fuel 
and other things connected with the church. The re
cords of this time have not been preserved but the 
ladies kept on at work, we all know. In 1896 an in
vitation went out from Mrs. Mary Van Cise to all 
women interested in the church, and the society was 
reorganized with Mrs. Van Gise as president and the
younger women as officers.....  There was a pastor
only part time and it was not easy to keep the inter
est - but occasionally they had meetings and stood 
ready to do anything to help.”167

"Long before other churches had social groups for 

young people, some young men and women of this church form

ed a club known as the Centenary Social, meeting one year, 

1870-71 for the purpose of raising a gift of money to cele

brate the Centenary of Universalism in the United States.

On February 23, 1870 they elected Eliza Throop, president;

L. F. Willard, Vice-president; Isabel A. Ross, Secretary

and I. P. Van Cise, Treasurer. George Throop, 0. Griffith 
_

Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 71.
167

History of the Industrial Society of the First Unl- 
versalist Church of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 1938. (Ms.).

168
Laura Bowman Galer, Church Clubs - First Universal- 

lst Church, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 1938 (Ms.).
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fort he soc/efy-
and Maria Van Cise recommended the name^ They planned ex

cellent literary programs, raised money for the minister^ 

salary and in 1871 purchased a church bell from the United

16Q
Presbyterians and presented it to the Universalist Church.  ̂

Incidentally there were five weddings among the twenty-five 

members the first year.

Leroy Palmer who had been a member of this club 

wrote in after yearsj

"To sum up the spirit of our little organization, I 
think it would be fair to say of it, that it was 
liberal religion socially applied and practiced, and 
in the largeness of its welcome and freedom from sec
tarian tests, was open to the membership of any to 
whom innocent human happiness, real reverence for the 
essential truths of Jesus, and limitless intellectual 
freedom of thought might appeal. Its membership, as 
I recall it,was not confined in any exclusive way to 
the Universalist Church but that its center and very 
life was in that church, must also be said.**

They had dances in their homes and sometimes free

ly attended circuses and theaters, which many good folk 

"viewed with alarm". It was a "joyous, happy, free-hearted 

association" which supplied recreation that could not then 

be obtained commercially. They set out to improve the books 

in the library and so working with the Universalist General 

Publishing House they obtained the Alcott books, Dickens, 

Thackeray, Scott, George Eliot, Mrs. Humphreys Ward and 

Edmand Eggleston.

"I think we had perhaps what I may call a healthy, 
strong appetite for music, that had not been cloyed by 
satiety. We played and sang because we longed to play 
and sing.
_

First Universalist Church of Mt. Pleasant Iowa. 
Centenary Social Club, Secretary1s Record, p. 42.
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“Of course there were other parts of the program 
of the Centennial Social beside the song parts, there 
were readings from Dickens, and recitations from the 
#poets, and there were charades, - charades. I wonder 
* if this generation ever saw a charade? And the 'old 
cotillion or square dances with their * Choose your 
partners1, ’Balance all*, ’Allerman Left*, ’Grand 
right and left*, ’All promenade*. I wonder if our 
children ever saw one.“170

“A successor to this Club was the Murray Club, 
one of the really fine clubs for young people in Mt. 
Pleasant in a day when bridge, movies and swing were 
as yet beyond the imagination. For twenty years, 
from 1880 - 1900 a group of older young folks met in 
the homes for programs of music and literature, games 
and plays. They gave money to the church also, but 
were primarily a club of like-minded men and women out 
for a sane good time."171

They planned two excursions to Ft. Madison, clearing over

one hundred seventy dollars, purchased the pipe organ, in-

172
stalled the gas lights and purchased the pulpit chairs.

The Young Peoples Christian Union was organized 

February 15, 1891 while Professor Lee was the pastor. There 

were twenty-four charter members. The first officers were,

Fred Wait, President; Olive Cole, Vice President; Viola 

Dugdale, Secretary; and Grace Roberts, Treasurer. Before 

the year was out they had ten more members. In 1895 they 

entertained the Sixth Annual Convention of the Y.P.C.U. of 

Iowa, which was in the youthful days of Herbert L. Stough

ton of Osage,a larger gathering than the State Convention 

of Universalists. They bought a carpet for the church, did 

the janitor work and were responsible for the music for the 

170
Leroy Palmer, Washington, D. C., to Mrs. Sylvia Wait,

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, June 19, 1924.

1#̂ Laura B. Galer, op. clt.
1 7 2

First Universal!st Church of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.
Murray Club, Secretary’s Record.
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17 6

regular church services besides holding regular devotional

m e e t i n g s . ^73

The Sunday School begun so wisely in the early

days continued to function almost interruptedly. There were

twelve teachers in 1872, fourteen in 1879. In the 1870’s

the average attendance was sixty-five and in the 1880’s it
174

was seventy-five.

"In 1870 they collected seventy-five dollars to 

buy books for the church library^ perhaps in coopera

tion with the Centenary Club when they were trying to im

prove the quality of the books. Jessie Griffith Montgomery 

can recall "Standing against the back wall was a high old 

fashioned book case, with a capacity of perhaps three or 

four hundred volumes. This was our circulating library

.... "176 Mrs. Edith Willitts says boys and girls came

177there to Sunday School so they could borrow the books. '1 

"In my growing up", wrote Emma Wait, "there was that wonder

ful library and Frank Throop was a hustling librarian. I 

read every book over and over."^®

—

The First Uhlversallst Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa, 
Y.P.C.U. Secretary’s Record, no page numbers.

174
The First Universalist Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. 

Sunday School Secretarial Record.
175

Laura B. Galer, Our Church School. First Universal- 
ist Church of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, (Ms.).

"17 6
Jessie Griffith Montgomery, Chicago, to some one in 

the Mt. Pleasant Church, Nov. 21, 1933.
177

An interview with Edith Willitss, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.
178

Emma Wait to Mrs. Fred Wait, 1923.
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Newton

The church at Newton was served by the Reverends 

Woodbury, C. P. Nash and J. R. Sage. The latter served as 

pastor while he was the principal of the Mitchell Seminary 

in Mitchellville*
ifl

About 1873 orA74 the "Rev. D. H. Rogan, who had 

been pastor of the Congregational Society, having modified 

his opinions, resigned his charge and engaged for a time in 

another calling." About 1876 "he began to hold independent 

services in the Universalist church, which were attended by 

the members of that society Twho were pastorless } and by 

several members of the Congregational faith. This led to a 

unity of organization among his hearers, who joined ... to 

employ Mr. Rogan as a settled pastor." They remodeled and 

redecorated the interior of the church and removed the old 

steeple, "which was a leaky and damaging affair." Their 

trustees were 0. G-. Drew, Henry Kissel}. Albert Harrah, S. N. 

Lindley and John Long.^^

Mr. J. H. Fugard of Newton says the new church 

was called the "Union Church". "It did well for several 

years. A Col. Fox and his wife of Des Moines served as pas

tors after Mr. Rogan had accepted a call to a large church 

in Illinois. S. C. Cook was a leading member of the new
I Oa

organization." Mr. Fugard thought the group discontinued 

services in 1876 but that was about the time Rev. Rogan

History of Jasper County. Iowa. Chicago, 1878, p* 466.
180

J. H. Fugard, an attorney at law, Newton, Iowa, to 
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, 1930.
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began the fusion society of Universalists and Liberal Con- 

gregationalists•

lSl
In 1882 they were last represented in the 

State Convention. Four years later the property was sold' 

to the United Presbyterians whose present building stands 

where stood the old Universalist church. Many of their
1 O n

members found a church home with the Congregational Society.

Osap;e

In 1870 the Osage society was one year old. The 

first officers were: Moderator, Arad Hitchcock; Clerk, Pas

cal Whitney; Treasurer, S. W. Hastings; Standing committee,

H. L. and G-. H. Knowlton. 11 At the close of the first year 

the Rev. H. P. Smith was re-engaged for another year and 

meetings were then held in the old school building. He

wrote to the Secretary of State, "Qiclosed is the certifi

cate of Incorporation of the First Universalist Society in 

Osage, Iowa which the law requires shall be recorded in the 

office of the Secretary of State. HAt the close of his

second year the Rev. Mr. Smith moved to Kansas and no ser

vices were held for a year, when Rev. [j. H.jBallou was en

gaged for a year and services were held in the Court House 

and in the hall belonging to Woods and H a s t i n g s . A

President1 a Notebook (compiled by Dr. F. J.
Drake.)

182
History of Jasper County. Iowa. Indianapolis, 1912,

p. 182.
183

Mitchell County Press, December 30, 1897.
184

Rev. W. P. Smith, Osage, Iowa to the Iowa Secretary 
of State, June 25, 1870.

185
Mitchell County Press, December 30, 1897.
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Thanksgiving service was conducted November 27, 1873 where

Rev. Ballou read a long commemorative poem of which he was

the author. The last stanza read thus?

’’Then lift the gates, unfold the portal,
Opening Zion*s Courts of praise,
Let the songs of souls immortal 
Bless the grace that crowns our days;
Bless the fountain of all blessing,
Every joy of life confessing,
Faith, and hope, and love expressing,
In the anthem that we r a i s e .  l°°

The ”Rev. [Mr.] Ballou remained two years and be

fore he left arrangements were made to build a church.

In December 1874- they had raised four thousand dollars for 

their building and G-. M. Stoughton, Sidney Hastings, and

18ft
Charles Sweeney were appointed as the building committee. °

The church was begun in the summer of 1877 on lot 2 and the 

east one-half of lot three in block 169 of Osage. The cost 

of the church and the lot was five thousand five hundred 

dollars. In March^1879 it was dedicated by Dr. Balch assis

ted by Dr. Hanson, the Rev. Mr. Gouch, the Rev. Mr. Eldrich

18Q
and the Rev. Miss Kollock. ^

’’The services of [thej Rev. tB. F. ] Bowles (were] 

next secured and at the time of his pastorate there were 

thirty-three members. Since the completion of the church 

building, services have been held the greater part of the 

time. Among the pastors were/\Reverends [H.] Slade, [A. A.]

185“
Rev. J. K. Ballou, Thanksgiving Service. 1873, P* 8.

187 *
Ibid. , P • 8.

188
First Universalist Society of Osage. Iowa. Secre

tary 1s Record. Vol. I, p. 27.
189

Mitchell County Press. (Osage) Dec. 30, 1897.
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Thayer, [A. C. 3 drier, £A. K. J Beem and tJ. L. 3 Everton.

The Society record reveals that the Mr. Eev. Slade 

was reelected the pastor in 1879 at an annual salary of 

nine hundred dollars. Two years later the Rev. C. T. Irish 

came for one year at a salary of seven hundred dollars. The 

Rev. Aaron A. Thayer began his pastorate in August^1883, 

and his compensation was six hundred dollars. It was dur

ing his pastorate that Pascal Whitney, a charter member 

passed away. The resolution in his honor reads

f,That the Church, in the death of Pascal Whitney, has 
lost one of its purest and most honored members; that 
the society has lost an example which the world would 
do well to copy; that our citizens have parted with 
a friend whose lips spoke no guile; and that his 
family have parted with a benefactor, whose character 
was unsullied, whose memory is fragrant and whose loss 
is inestimable. f,191

It would seem that the children or some members 

of the congregation were not conducting themselves properly 

during the worship hour. Herbert Stought&n could recall 

crawling under the seats during the church services. Per

haps this entry concerns such a situation}"After a free 

expression of views it seemed to be the unanimous opinion 

of the members present that worshippers in the public assem

bly should assume a proper attitude of devotion during the 

service of prayer."^^

During the Rev. Mr. Thayer*s pastorate they had

190
Ibid.

191
First Unlversalist Society of Osage, Iowa, Secre

tary *s Record, Vol. l,pp. 29*33.
192

First Unlversalist Church of Osage, Iowa, Secre
tary *s Record, Vol. 1, p. 14.
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considerable financial difficulty. They could not raise 

the six hundred dollars necessary for the minister’s salary 

and fundssfor the operating expenses. In 1889 they sus

pended services until they could pay all of their bills*

May 1st, 1890 their minister resigned. Doubtless their 

financial difficulties delayed the calling of a new pastor.

Two years later in March?1892 they wrote Rev. A. K. Beem of 

Ohio an invitation. In the fall they voted to build a par

sonage. Mrs. Cordelia Stoughton, W. F. Boynton and Charles 

Sweeney were appointed to serve on the building committee*

It cost them one thousand thirty-three dollars not counting 

donated labor and materials. The Rev. Mr. Beem was offered 

a salary of one thousand dollars; one hundred eighty was to 

be paid by the Otranto Church and one hundred twenty would

193be deducted for rent on the parsonage for his second year.

From 1898 to 1900 during the Rev. J. Leroy Ever-

ton pastorate this church enjoyed the greatest prosperity

of its entire history. All the auxiliaries were very active

and they were able to pay him in full when he resigned* He 
the

was married tOARev. Eliza Curtis the pastor at Manchester 

while he was serving at Osage. This parish entertained the 

tenth annual convention of the State Y.P.C.U. in June, 1899*

A score of towns were represented; Waterloo had the largest 

delegation, which was twelve* The officers chosen were: 

President, Harriet I. Baker, West Union; Vice President,

H. B. Cropper, Waterloo; Secretary, H. L. Stoughton, Osage;

I 9 3

Ibid.,aPP» 39 to 64*
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Treasurer, Miss Josephine Leedham, Mt. Pleasant; State 

organizer, Clara Daley, Charles City. The ministers pres- 

ent were Dr. Q. H. Shinn, Dr.a Crum, the Rev. A. R. Tilling- 

hast, the Rev. Gr. E. Cunningham (Missouri), the Rev. L. C. 

Esperson, Dr. Perrin (Missionary to Japan), Dr. C. Elwood 

Nash, the Rev. A. J. Torsleff, the Rev. J. L. Everton, the 

Rev. Harriet I. Baker. There were doctrinal sermons, dis

cussions, papers and missionary talks. It lasted four days

194and gave the impression that it was a splendid Convention. ^

After the record of twenty-nine charter members

there were no membership records until 1892 when two were

received. In the next eight years,forty-six were admitted

to membership in the church.1^  The church was a growing

organization.spiritually,and that explains why they were

able to pay a larger salary to their pastors. It also
-the

helps explain why Herbert Stoughton told^Rev. Jennie B. 

Hitchcock this was their “golden age".

Oskaloosa

In 1870 the Oskaloosa Universal!st Church erected

a small frame building valued at five hundred dollars. The

church membership was forty-two and they had an average

196
attendance of ninety in the Sunday School. By 1883 the 

number of families associated with the group was onl& twen

ty less than two fifths of what there had been a decade

1^\iltchell County Press (Osage), June 29, 1899^
195

First Unlversalist Church of Osage, Iowa. Secretary's 
Record. Vol. 1, p. 9*

196„
Unlversalist Register and Almanac. Boston, I873.
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earlier. In the meantime the church property had doubled 

in value.^ 7  During the ensuing decade the group became 

dormant, and in 1895 the Iowa Convention sold the property
1 qO

for $1,145 and dropped this parish from the record.

Red Oak

The Universalist Society at Red Oak was organized 

in 1869 two years after the one in Clarinda. Both communi

ties were doubtless touched by the famous Universalist cir

cuit rider, the Rev. Erasmus Manford. In 1863 the Rev.

Fletcher Wilson was their pastor. The Rev. W. W. Merritt 

lived at Red Oak and served the southern portion of the 

state for many years. He was listed as their half-time pas

tor in 1873* The following year they had twenty-four mem

bers and thirty-five in attendance at their Sunday School.

The group was never fellowshipped nor did they ever enter

tain the Convention. In 1897 at Bloomfield they were last

199officially represented at the stage gathering.

Strawberry Point

In 1870 Strawberry Point was without a pastor.

The Rev. Joy Bishop wrote,

MI have just heard that Bro. Adiorne has left you.
What is the matter do tell me, is it with us preach
ers or is the trouble with the Society or both? ....
What will you do for a'preacher and what are they 197 198 199

197Ibid., 1883.
198

Iowa Universalist Convention, Secretary1s Record.
Vol. 3 , p. 245.

199
I_.U. C., President1 s Notebook, Universalist Compan

ion and Almanac, Boston, 186 3, Universalist Register and 
Almanac, Boston, I8 7 3 .
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doing at Elkader, Greeley and how getting along at
Manchester?"200

The Rev. J. W. Hicks came to reside at Strawberry 

Point and assumed the pastoral work at Elkader, Greeley and 

Manchester for a part of the next six years. These four 

seem to have been organized by the same minister and the 

pulpits supplied by the same man, for the same names appear 

on each record during their early history. No doubt these 

towns formed one of the organized circuits.

The Rev. Mr. Hicks appears to have been the last 

regular pastor. On May 8, 1881 the parish paid the balance 

of fifteen dollars due him. For three years they had been 

renting the church for alternate Sunday services, in 1878 

to the Congregational!sts for fifty dollars per annum, and 

the following year to a Rev. Sample*s parish for seventy- 

five dollars for a period of six months. In 1882 they had 

a balance on hand of ninety-nine dollars and fifty cents and 

one quarter*s rent was yet due from the Germans. They were 

not holding services and by 1887 they discontinued regular 

business meetings or else ceased recording them in the ori

ginal clerk*s record. At a special meeting they voted to

deed their property to the State Convention - a penciled

poi
note recorded that it was not done. 200 201

200
Joy Bishop, Bedford, Iowa, to Peter Blake, Straw

berry Point, Iowa, March, 1870.
201

First Unlversallst Church of Strawberry Point. Iowa. 
Clerk*s Record ̂ (no page numbers).
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In 1887 the officers were, Trustees, P. M. Pease,

P. Blake, and C. Bemis; Secretary, P. Blake; Treasurer, A.

202J. Pease* There were about forty-four names inscribed 

beneath the constitution. In 1900 they reported a member

ship of twelve.

Although there are no available records of the 

church to prove they remained a distinct group until all of 

this generation passed on in the twentieth century, this was 

the case. The church property was retained,and the group 

met and regularly sent delegates to the Convention. They 

began as early as 1860 to attend the state meeting and con

tinued to be represented throughout this period as well as 

sending delegates to the Turkey River Association which was 

still active in the seventies

Tipton

The Tipton Society was reorganized in March,1871, 

under the^B. F. Snook as pastor, with forty members. A 

Sabbath School was also organized of about sixty members.

The basis of this organization was the Winchester Confession 

of Faith, adopted by the General Convention in 1803. The 

trustees were Hon. C. P. Holden, H. Hammond, and Dr. H. H. 

Maynard; Jesse James was the Secretary.

nA lot was purchased from Jesse James, one block 

and a half southwest of the Court House Square, and a neat 

202
Ibid.

Ibid.
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wooden structure, sixty by thirty-two feet with a spire,

was erected, at a cost of $3,700.” It seated about three

hundred persons. ”The building committee was H. Hammond,

C. P. Sheldon, William Elliott, 0. W. Porter and Jesse James.

The church was dedicated in 1872. Two years later their

membership was thirty,and they had an unusually large

20̂
Sunday School of 128 pupils. Pastors were [ the ] Rev. G-eorge 

G-. Odlorne, and [theJ Rev* G. F. Dodge." In !8jQ the 

trustees were J. W. Casad, H. Hammond and C. P. Sheldon; A.

Shaw was the Secretary.

Mrs. H. R. Ripley (Edith Case) is the daughter of

J. W. Casad and is the only living Universalist in the town
#

today. She writes that she thinks the church was disbanded 

in the early 80*s, the building was remodeled and is now 

used as a Ford garage.

Her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Gilbert,be

came members through her grandfather*s study of the Bible.

They were brought up at the Shaker Colony, at Lebanon,

New York. Her grandmother, at her death in 1895, was a mem

ber of the Church of the Redeemer, (Universalist) in Chi- 

206*
cago, Illinois.

_

Universalist Register. Boston, 1874.
205

History of Cedar County. Iowa, Chicago, 111. 1878,
P. 473.

206
Mrs. H. R. Ripley, Tipton, Iowa, to Elva Tucker,

Cedar Falls, Iowa, 1943*
*0ther members were Mr. & Mrs. Alonzo Shaw, Mr. & Mrs.

C.P.Holden, Mr.&Mrs.H.Hammond, Dr.&Mrs.H.H.Maynard,Mr.&Mrs. 
Jesse James, Mr.&Mrs.C.P.Sheldon, Mr.&Mrs.Wm. Elliott, Mr.&
Mr s.O.W. Potter,*^. & Mrs. J.W.Casad.
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Vinton

The Vinton Universal!st Churchyorganized in 1867,

had in 1873 a church membership of sixty-seven and a Sunday

School of eighty-two. Their building was valued at four

thousand dollars but they were without a regular pastor.

A year later they vanished from the state directory and

207
were never again reorganized. This would appear to be a 

situation where closer supervision by the state might have 

enabled them to secure a pastor to conserve their modest 

success.

Viola

A Universalist Society at Viola appeared in the 

Convention in 1867 and was last represented in 1886. The 

information was very meager concerning this group. Appar

ently it was active early in this period because in 1873 

they were having services one fourth of the time; their 

Sunday School, organized in 1869, had twenty-six pupils^and 

• they owned a brick building valued at $2225. A decade 

later there was no annual report made. However, some mem

bers remained interested and attended the Conventions until 
2 0 8

1886 .

Waterlooo

”lt is well said that * like attracts like* and nowhere 
does this adage hold more true than in the drawing 
together of people of the same religious belief.

—  "
I.U.C., President*s Notebook, Universalist Register 

and Almanac, Boston, 1873*
208-

Ibid.
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Previous to 1875 there had come to Waterloo, a thriv
ing little town on the Cedar River, men and women 
from the east and nearby states, to cast their lot 
with the growing prairie town. In those days of slow
er travel, of fewer amusements and perhaps, of great
er sociability, conversations often turned to reli
gion; and it would be natural that those whose ideas, 
ideals and interests were in common should often meet 
to discuss religious opinions. Thus it was that those 
of the Universalist faith often gathered in the early 
days to discuss the great truths of the faith they 
held.”

As early as 1866

”there was a group of liberal people who held services 
in Lincoln Hall in West Waterloo. CTheJ Rev. Mr.
[R. Or* 3 Hamilton conducted services and the Sunday- 
School was formed.” The Waterloo Courier shows that 
a Universalist Society was formed in 1866 ”but no 
local records are now in existence to give any infor
mation previous to December 6, 1874. It is evident 
that the oldest records show that the Society began 
at the later date.

"There must have been gay as well as serious 
meetings among those pioneers of the Waterloo church, 
as the records show that the Society began with 
$366.94 on hand, which had been made by sociables, 
plays and other entertainments given during the 
Society’s intermission and probably a balance left 
from its early efforts. However, on December 6, 1874, 
a meeting was held for the purpose of organizing a 
liberal church. Rules were adopted, officers elected, 
and the Rev. James J. Austin was selected as the first 
pastor. Mr. Austin was also elected the first presi
dent of the Universalist Society which was designed 
to carry on the business of the Universalist Church.
Mr. W. Rupell was elected secretary, while W. F. Brown,
A. T. Lane and R. S. Leland were elected trustees.
.... At the first meeting in 1874, the secretary,
Mr. Rupell, was instructed to purchase a record book 
and spread upon it the rules and regulations of the 
Universalist Church and Society that those who wished 
to subscribe their names might do so, at the next meet
ing. This next meeting took place on January 24,
18759 at which time quite a large number became mem
bers of the first liberal church in Black Hawk County.
C There is a possibility that Cedar Falls was organ
ized before thifc.J As mentioned throughout the 
records, this date is taken as the beginning of the 
present Universalist Church in Waterloo.

"Among those who were its first members and who 
helped in its formation were names that have been
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prominent in Waterloo ever since. The names of these 
founders of the church and the names of their sons 
and daughters have figured prominently in business, in 
civic enterprise, and in all else that tended toward 
the making of a bigger and better city. Among these 
were Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Weatherwax, who carried on 
faithfully for many years. Mr. Weatherwax was presi
dent of the Society in its early years and was followed 
by his son H. E. Weatherwax, an ardent supporter of 
liberal religion and treasurer of the Society from 
1905 to his death in 1926. Another member of this 
family, Clara Weatherwax, who later became Mrs. Herbert 
M. Reed, served as secretary in 1880 and for many years 
thereafter. J. D. Platt was named president of the 
Society following the death of A. T. Weatherwax and 
served for a number of years. ....Other names that are 
outstanding on the early records of the church are:
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Cropper, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Cutler,
Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Lane, and family, W. F. and W. H.
Brown and families, Mr. and Mrs. C-eorge Morgan, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. K. Cutler, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Pollard,
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Allen, Mr. and Mrs. Gr. W. Ferguson,
Mr. and Mrs. N. Doty, Mr. and Mrs. L. Hallock, Mr. and
Mrs. E. E. Hatch, E. R. Travis, D. K. G-eddes, C. G-.
Walker, E. P. Sinclair, Mr. and Mrs. W. Rupell, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. L. Hitchcock, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Colburn,
and Mr. and Mrs. J. Q. A. Rider, whose son, Loren and
daughter, Nellie followed loyally in their footsteps.

“For two years the little Society flourished. A 
Sunday School was formed, led by the enthusiasm of 
such workers as Cora Lane, Ellen Doty, Mrs. J. J.
Austin, J. B. Hubbard, and Miss Alice Butterworth.
The Society met in a small audience room rented for 
the immediate purpose. They purchased an organ, a li
brary was started which later grew to quite large pro
portions, and on September 12, 1875, the trustees 
purchased a lot at the corner of Mulberry and East 
Fourth streets, expecting to build a church within the 
next few years.

“Th'e members enjoyed a great deal of social life 
during these early years. The records show that many 
parties, sociables and other entertainments were given, 
many of them held in the homes of their members. Dur
ing a part of the first two years, Rev. J. J. Austin 
divided his time between Waterloo and Waverly, preach
ing on alternate Sundays in each place.”209

The following quotation reveals the action of the Society.

in determining that policy:

209
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones and Miss Nellie M. Housden, 

Short History of the Universalist Church and Society of 
Waterloo }(Ms.).
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“Whereas the Universalist Church at Waverly is 
without a pastor and the Society is anxious to have 
preaching once a month at least, if not oftener, and 
Bro. Austin has been invited to do that preaching*
Resolved that we relinquish our claim upon one fourth 
of Brother Austin’s time and consent to his going to 
Waverly to preach-one Sunday in each month.11

They seemed to regret relinquishing any part of his time

but their financial difficulties seemed to make it necessary.

"Resolved further that we regret by reason of our 
financial strait to release our claim to his services 
feeling under deep obligations to him for what he has 
done in quickening us into life and starting us upon 
a road where we reluctantly entertain a thought of 
lagging a step - much more retracting one.“2i0

“However after two quite prosperous years, cir
cumstances arose which made it difficult for the Soci
ety to continue without more income than was available. 
Services were therefore discontinued for about one and 
one-half years. r,2ll

It was difficult for them to arrive at the decis

ion to suspend services, nevertheless, August 15th, they 

adopted the following resolution:

“Whereas owing to circumstances over which the Society 
had no control it seems inexpedient to resume services 
at the expiration of the present vacation.

"Therefore resolved that Rev. J. J. Austin be 
notified of the fact that he may select some other 
field more pecuniarly remunerative.

"Resolved further as an expression of our feeling 
that this unavoidable step is mixed with double re
grets - the suspension of services and the giving up 
of a pastor who has given the Society an impetus which 
must ultimately result in the building of a church."212

The Methodist Episcopal church proposal to ex

change their church and lot for the Universalist lot and a 

—

The Universalist Church and Society of Waterloo.
Iowa. Secretary13 Record. Vol. 1, p. 35*

211
Jones and Housden, op. cit.

212
The Universalist Church and Society of Waterloo.

Iowa, Secretary’s Record, Vol. 1, p. 48.
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bonus of on© thousand dollars, was refused. They were not 

without their hopes in spite of the cessation of services 

because Mrs. Lane offered two thousand dollars, Mr.“Weather- 

wax one thousand and another member five hundred. However, 

it was impossible to do anything but store their furniture.

"So the little fire that warmed hearts and hands gradually 

grew cold and dim and went out today - for a while till re

kindled amidst the chill of December - <) bleakest Decern- 

berJ!i"213

In July, 1878 they sold at auction all their furni

ture, and instructed G-. W. Morgan to collect and preserve 

the books and papers. They voted to send one hundred dol

lars to the Waverly Society if the latter would cancel all 

the church debt. It was not sent until 1881 when they were 

financially able to do so or until the Waverly Society was

able to raise the necessary funds to cancel their indebted-

214 ness. ^

The state historian*s records show that services 

were resumed within two years, though the records of the 

Society do not show any activity until 1881. On January 

8 , 1883 the Articles of Incorporation were changed to read- 

"The Universal!st Church and Society of Waterloo, Iowa".

In September that year they unanimously adopted the Univer- 

salist profession of faith. December fifteenth the follow

ing year they passed a paper calling for subscriptions to 

—

Ibid.. Vol. 1 , p. 3 2 .

191

214
Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 64.



www.manaraa.com

1 92

build a church on the lot they owned. It was to be built 

in 1 8 8 5 l the cost was not to exceed seven thousand dollars
2ic

and not less than five thousand dollars.  ̂ During that 

year there were frequent business meetings but no record of 

religious ones and no mention of money being expended for 

them.

During that year of promise they were to sustain 

a sad blow. A very prominent member, Brother A. T. Weather- 

wax, passed away. "Resolved, that in the death of Brother 

Weatherwax our church and society have parted with a valu

able officer and member, a most exemplary citizen, and an

ardent, honest and sincere friend.
The
ARev. J. J. Austin remained with them until about 

1886. Part of the time he was just an active parish member, 

and the rest of the time he was their pastor. In 1887 the 

parish had a church but no pastor. June 11th,. the presi

dent, J. D. Platt, read an offer stating "that the Cedar 

Falls society would be glad to have our Society consider the 

matter of regular meetings on each alternate Sabbath and 

join them in engaging CtheJ Rev. CJamesJ Gorton who now 

preaches in West Union and Cedar Falls. They suggested our

having one meeting soon where we might meet and listen to

217
Mr. Gorton and then we might act more intelligently." '

A committee was appointed to make an investigation.

2 1 5Ibld.. Vol. 1, p. 7 5 .
216

Ibid., Vol. 1 , p. 76.
217

The Universal!st Church and Society of Waterloo,
Iowa. Secretary^ Record. Vol. 1, p. 85*
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That summer another charter member passed away. 

"Resolved that this community has lost in the death of 

Brother fA. T.l Lane, a man who stood deservedly high in 

the confidence of his associates, was strong in our religi

ous faith and who adorned his station in all the walks of 

life." 218

September 28, 1887, Mr* Brown offered them the 

use of the opera house (now the location of the Brown apart

ments) for the coming year if they would resume services*

The Rev. Dr. Crum was present and offered the following 

resolution,

"Resolved, that the Universalist Society of Waterloo 
hereby extends a call to C the J Rev_. James Gorton to 
become its pastor for the ensuing" year, beginning 
November 1, 1887 and preaching one sermon each Sabbath 
for one year at a salary of $5 0 0 .0 0 . .. Provided that 
sufficient funds can be raised by subscription for 
defraying necessary expenses of services."219

That summer another charter member passed on. The society

recorded,"That this community has lost in the death of

Brother A. T. Lane, a man who stood deservedly high in the

confidence of his associates, was strong in our religious

faith, and who adorned his station in all the walks of
..220

life."

By November they had raised the funds and made 

arrangements to lease the opera house. Mrs. Lane and Mrs. 

Weatherwax met with the Cedar Fails ladies and agreed that

2 1 8Ibld.. Vol. 1, p. 8 8 .
219

Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 90.
220
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Waterloo would have morning services the first six months
\

and evening services the last six months of the year. The 

Cedar Falls services would be reversed, evening services 

for the first six months and morning services the last six

ppi
months. A It appeared to be a very advantageous arrange

ment for both parishes. However^it was short-lived because 

the Rev. Mr. Gorton resigned October 5, 1888. ’’Resolved 

.... that in all our social and pastoral relations with 

Brother Gorton and his esteemed family we have only words 

of commendation and we part with Brother and Sister Gorton 

with pleasant memories of the past year and pray that their 

future may be rewarded with God’s richest blessings. ”222

The Rev. L. F. Porter of Brooklyn, Pa. was called 

at a salary of one thousand dollars. They held services 

in the "Workman’s Lodge11 f223 while they were continuing 

their struggle to raise money for erecting a church. The 

Rev. Mr. Porter, F. C. Platt and Dr. H. W. Brown were sent 

to Chicago to get the plans. July 22, 1889 they accepted 

the plans as drawn by Mr. Starbuck^Dut within a month they 

were rejected by the building committee 'Mr. Joslyn, a 

Cedar Rapids architect; drew the plans finally used^22̂  in 

erecting the building on the corner of Fourth and Mulberry 

streets across from the city park. Ail throughout the fall

221
Ibid.. Vol. 1, p. 98.

222
Ibid.. Vol. 1, p. 102.

223
ibid., Vol* 1, p. 116.
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and early winter they were "as busy as beavers’1, raising 

funds, planning, letting contracts, arranging a mortgage, 

discussing and buying furnishings. Sometime between Decem

ber 10, 1889 and February 12, 1890 the dedication was held, 

for On the latter date they allowed bills for flowers and 

music and extended a vote of thanks to the pastor and his

wife for the interest manifested in the prosperity of their

225
church and in the church building. ^ Judge Platt, the 

president, wrote an historical sketch for the special oc

casion.

On August 1 8 , 1890 President Platt offered to 

give the church one thousand dollars if all their debt 

above that amount was liquidated by December 1, 1890. They 

raised it by collecting actual cash or pledges.

April 27, 1892 they were forced to accept the 

resignation of the Rev. and Mrs. Porter because of his in

creasing blindness. Four months before they had unanimous

ly rejected a previous attempt of these ministers to with

draw the first of the year. Upon the Rev. Charlotte Porter 

had fallen many of the pastoral burdens during the latter 

part of their ministry.

"Resolved that it is with grateful hearts we 
acknowledge how much we are indebted to Bro. and Sis
ter Porter for the pretty church in which we worship, . 
for the many who have been won to our faith and fel
lowship by their faithful and earnest preaching of the 
word.

“Resolved that we would bear willing testimony to

195
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the good they have done to our cause in the State at 
large by the salutary and helpful influence of their 
Christian teaching and example, also that by the same 
they have so generally won- the respect and esteem of 
our citizens, and in a large measure removed much of 
the popular prejudice against our denomination."226

May 23, 1892, /\$ev. B. W. Jones and his wife, 

students at Lombard College,were extended a call. They 

were instructed by President Sinclair to be ordained at the 

college, but the service was held in Dr. Crum’s church in 

Dubuque following their graduation. The following February 

the Rev. Mr. Jones was persuaded to withdraw his resigna

tion and accept their pledge to renewed and united efforts 

for the welfare of their church in the future.22^ In the 

fall of 1 8 9 3 they ran into serious financial difficulties 

in which both the pastor and his wife were willing to sacri

fice a part of their salary if the parish would not mort

gage the church.

In February, 1894 the Rev. Mr. Jones received a 

call to Barre, Vermont and so tendered his resignation.

The parish meeting felt obliged to accept it. "That while 

this church and parish will greatly miss both Mr. Jones and 

his wife, who has so ably assisted him; and while their go

ing will be a great loss to us, we feel that we cannot offer 

them an equal inducement to remain."22^

That winter they lost by death J. D. Platt, long 

a leading member. They wrote,

Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 178.
227--------

'ibid., Vol. 1, p. 185. 228
228ibia.. voi. 1, p. 196.
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"That we desire ever to remember with grateful hearts? 
all that Brother Platt did by personal service and 
with the means at his command to help on the cause of 
Universalism in this city, and may his example be 
ever an inspiration to us so to lend our lives and 
our means to the upbuilding of the cause of righteous
ness and truth.u229

He bequeathed the church two thousand dollars in bonds 

which they would receive after five years if they retained 

"the Winchester Profession of Faith” as their standard of 

Universalism.

The Rev. J. M. G-etchell of Marshall, Michigan be

gan his pastorate in May 1894 and remained for only one
•the

year. They then called^Rev. A. R. Tillinghast at once.

At the beginning of his service they purchased a stere-

optican, wired the church for electricity and obtained the

necessary equipment. The following year they used the

Platt bequest to build a parsonage on the rear half of the

church lot. The first mention of a young people*s organi-

230
zation is made during the first year of his pastorate.

”The church continued to add new names to its roll, 
the Sunday School was increased largely and the 
musically minded members of the church, which in
cluded such persons as H. W. Brown, Judge F. G.
Platt and Mrs. Wm. Thompson, built up an excellent, 
choir. One of the pioneer Sunday School workers was 
Miss Mary Sdgerton, who continued active in all de
partments of the church for more than forty years and 
was ag^rdent supporter until her death early in

The pioneers sowed with abundance and reaped a

229
Ibid.. Vol. 1, p. 198. 250

250ibia., voi. 1, pp. 232 - 256.
231

Dr. Effie McCollum Jones and Miss Nellie M. Hous- 
den, Shont History of the Universalist Church and Society 
of Waterloo Ms.).
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harvest of more than thirty churches which had survived the 

early years of controversy, opposition and ostr.acizm. Some 

of them marched staunchly on into the new century defending 

their faith, and some lost heart and vanished from the 

scene. The early societies joined hands with the new ones, 

strengthened their cause and increased their individual joy 

and pride in it.

198



www.manaraa.com

Chapter IV

THE NEW CHURCHES: 1870-1900

During the period from 1870 to 1900 the Iowa 

Universalist movement expanded in missionary enterprise and 

suffered serious losses as previously noted. The expansion 

reached a peak of thirty-five new societies in the 1870*s 

and gradually declined to eleven in the 1890*s. Many of. 

those organized in the first decade survived only a short 

time. They were reached by the still active circuit riders 

or the State Missionary Board, but they were not sufficient

ly well led and supervised to consolidate the gains of the 

movement. The state organization realized by the middle 

of the last decade that they were losing ground. The choice 

of perhaps the most able minister in the state, Dr. Amos 

Crum, as the State Superintendent of Churches, was an indi

cation of that awakening. He was commissioned to revive 

the dormant parishes and to open new fields.

The new churches formed in the first decade of 

this period, which had at least ten years of organized 

history were Algona, Belle Plains, Bloomfield, Clinton,

Grinnell, Maquoketa, New Sharon, Osage, Storm Lake, Waver- ' 

ly, Webster City and Wilton. In the second decade only 

three survived for ten years. They were Castalia, Otranto 

and West Union. In the last decade the ones with suffic

ient existence to merit recognition were Charles City,

Iowa Falls, Northwood and Shenandoah. Out of approximately
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twenty societies with distinct individual histories about 

half of them survived until the twentieth century* The 

ensuing pages will carry the accounts of each new groupn 

in the order of its origin.

Waverly

In May 1870^ Rev. J. R. Freeman, late of Canton,

New York, Theological School, addressed the people of 

Waverly at the Stone School House in the First Ward on 

"The Saving Power of Christianity as explained by a Uni- 

versalist."^ This was the first recorded missionary work 

in that locality. However, there might have been other 

earlier field workers because one month 1ater; under the 

leadership of the Rev. J. Stebbins, a notice appeared in 

the Waverly Republican inviting all who were Interested in 

liberal Christianity to come and help plan an organiza

tion.^

Throughout that summer and fall weekly services 

were held, a few times in Barnums Hall, but more often in 

the Old Stone School House. The Rev. Z. Cook from Minner 

sota preached at Lashbrook’s Hall in September, where they 

also held a festival that netted over one hundred dollars 

which was to be used in the furnishing of the church they^ 

were building. Mrs. S. H. Curtis, Mr. & Mrs. Barker, and

Ŵaverly Republican. May 10, 1870.
2
Ibid., June 2 3 , 1870.
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Mr. and Mrs. Bacon were thanked for their liberal contribu

tions and valuable services. The Building Committee also 

thanked all who had contributed liberally in the building 

of the church.^ Mr. H. H. Couse was the carpenter engaged 

to construct the modest New England - style church on West 

Water street facing an open parkway overlooking the Cedar 

River.^

It was dedicated in the latter part of December 

1870, 11 by Col. J. P. Sanford the distinguished traveler, 

lecturer and preacher. At the commencement of the services 

the church was $800 in debt, at the 01036” of them "less 

than $300 of the indebtedness remained."^

The editor of the local paper wrote, "The friends 

of Universal!sm have labored industriously to build their 

church and we are glad to know they have so far succeeded.

The Reverends N. S. Sage and S. S. Hubbard

preached several times during that winter. The former wrote,

"At Waverly, the friends have just completed a house 
of worship. The house is not large but neat and con
venient...an ornament to the place and a substantial 
monument to the faithfulness and zeal of the few 
whose souls are in the good work. Last July they 
owned only the naked lot where now this church stands 
complete in its beauty, telling all the people that 
Universalism has henceforth a name and a home in 
Waverly.

"To give an idea of the zeal and vim of the friends

---- 2f----------------------------------------------------
Ibid., Dec. 15, 1870.

5
Conversation with Milly Curtis and a visit to the 

site of the Waverly church.

^Waverly Republican. Dec. 29, 1870.
7
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here, it is necessary only to say that they never have 
had a settled minister among them .... have had only 
occasional preaching and that only as they could se
cure the services of brethren passing through, either 
in the missionary work of the state, or to other 
fields of labor.

“What a** now need is a settled pastor, one who, 
as the brethren intimate,is thoroughly imbued with the 
spirit of our denominational work, and who will bring 
them into affiliation with the sisterhood of churches 
through out the state. As they now stand, they feel 
that they are isolated ....

"Who will come into this field and do the work 
of building up?

"Waverly will do its part and make a grand cen
ter from which to radiate. The friends here can and 
are willing to pay a good minister $1000 or $1200 
per year. Aside from the good work to be done with 
this church, we have many friends at Horton only 
eight miles away, who are anxious to have preaching 
as soon as some man comes along who will organize 
them and gather them into the work. At Cedar Falls, 
only fifteen miles from Waverly, we have a church 
organization and many zealous friends who are anxious 
to be set in running order as soon as the good work 
can be done. At Waterloo, only twenty miles away/ 
there is a large liberal element and all it needs is 
a little effort to develop it and it will turn in 
the right direction. Now it seems to me that some 
good man should be sent here at once."8

In April the parish obtained the services of the

Rev. J. H. Ballou at a salary of twelve hundred dollars.

Mr. and Mrs. G-. H. Curtis, Miss Curtis, and Ed. Drake

(director of the Waverly Silver Cornet Band) took over the
o

music department.

In June, 1871 the Sunday School was organized.

"Mr. James Stephenson was chosen Superintendent and kindly 

accepted the responsible position, Mrs. H. D. Perry was 

8
The New Covenant.(Chicago^ March 4, 1871•
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9
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elected assistant Superintendent. Several classes were 

formed and Mr. Seymour Goodspeed, Mrs. Levi Nichols and 

Mrs. I. A. Goodenough were appointed teachers•11 They met 

after the regular morning service at ten thirty. “Let 

the little ones be gathered and trained in the way they 

should go, that when they are old they may not depart from 

it."10 -

The Rev. Mr. Ballou served this small but vigor

ous and generous parish until May 12, 1872 when he preached 

his farewell sermon. There were many friendly and approv

ing comments on his doctrinal sermons during his pastorate.

The local editor wrote of him>“Mr. Ballou is a man of 

ability and a sociable gentleman and we regret to hear that 

he is going to leave Waverly.”^  Until October of 1873 the 

Bailouts were in town. The ladies held regular monthly 

meetings; there were no church services until the Rev. J.

J. Austin from Waterloo began coming once a month in 1874 

to preach.^

The Rev. A. Countryman of Dubuque preached three 

sermons one Sabbath in June, 1876. “The sermon in the 

morning was a manly Christian argument, and one that most 

devout orthodox believers could conscientiously say ‘amen* 

to.“ In the evening the newspaper reporter felt-he 

brilliantly illustrated the Universalist doctrine but was

10
Ibid.. June 8, 1871.

11
Ibid., May 9, 1872.
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T3
rather blunt. ^

The
z\Rev. Florence Kollock must have been the pastor 

prior to September 21, 1876 for she is reported to be re

suming her work. She was given an elegant set of furs and 

a number of valuable and useful articles as a slight token 

of appreciation. The presentation was a surprise and

Miss Kollock*s emotions were so deep and heartfelt she

14could hardly express her gratitude.

Early in Februaryt1877 a series of Gospel Meet

ings were held under the auspices of the Western Board of 

Missions. They began on the 13th and continued four days.

The ministers participating were the Rev. Miss Ghapin of 

Chicago, the Rev. Isa A. Eberhart of Belle Plaine, the 

Rev. ilr. H. V. Chase of Cedar Rapids and the Rev. J. J.

Austin of Waterloo. On Thursday evening Miss Florence E. 

Kollock was ordained. The building was crowded?and many 

were turned away. Miss Chapin preached the ordination

sermon on Christian work; it was the pastorfe charge to see 

that physical man was clothed, to cultivate his intellect 

and to improve and cultivate his morals. Of Miss Chapin 

the local editor wrote that she delivered a sermon at 

. the Unlversalist church yesterday evening that abounded 

in fine thoughts. The Reverend lady has a happy command 

of vigorous English, is an easy and forcible speaker, and 

was listened to very attentively by a very large audience.11

13 ■
Ibid., June 8, I876.

14
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Nine new members were added during or after these meet

ings • ̂

The Rev. Miss Kollock was active in serving the

liberals in the nearby towns of Tripoli and Horton. Each

Sunday she rode from ten to eighteen miles between the

16morning and the evening services.

In August,1878 Miss Kollock accepted a call from 

Blue Island, Illinois. The Blue Ribbon Glub CTemperance] 

expressed their regret at the departure of one whose 

Christian kindness, gentleness and noble spirit would be 

greatly missed.^ During the next year they held lay ser

vices and the Sunday School met regularly. The Rev. Eras

mus Manford preached there on September 22nd. The follow

ing April--

“Efforts are being made to have Rev. Miss Kollock 
back here again the coming summer and to this end 
parties are around for the purpose of finding out 
how much salary they can offer the lady. We sin
cerely trust those able to do so will contribute 
liberally, for Miss Kollock is a most valuable mem
ber to any city, and one that will do great good 
wherever she locates.""*

Unhappily she was not able to return. The following year 

the Rev. Sophie Gibbs became their pastor.3̂

From 1881 to 1886 they held occasional services.

The Rev. J. W. Burrough was there in 1880; the Rev. W. P.

15
Ibid.. Feb. 8-22, 1877*

16
Ibid., May 10, 1877*

17
Ibid., Aug. 1, I878.

18
Ibid., April 3, 1879*
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Payne and the Rev. E. Green in 1882; the Rev. F. D. Pierce 

of Cedar Falls and the Rev. A. M. Shimer in 1884; the same 

year the Rev. Amos Crum of Dubuque held services from 

April 7-9* In 1885 and 1886 there was no mention of any 

activities and in the latter year the building was sold to 

the Evangelical Lutheran Society and is now owned by the 

Peace Evangelical Society.

Many of the members of this small but very ac

tive parish were farmers from the eastern states. Seymour 

Goodspeed and his family were among the leaders. Mr.

Milly Curtis, still residing in Waverly, recalls him as 

the most active member and leader. Among the other people 

associated with this society were Mr. and Mrs. Levi Nichols,

Mr. and Mrs. Bacon, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Curtis, Mr. and Mrs.

Ab. Barker, Mrs. I. A. Goodenough, James Stephenson, Mr.

A. Broadie, Mrs. Porter Bement, Mrs. Ed. Coburn, Mrs. J.

H. Hollenbeck, Mrs. Thomas Woodring, Mrs. H. K. Wells,

Mrs. Dopkins, Mrs. Wm. Bodle, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Couse,

Mrs. John Elliott, J. Q. A. Russell, Mr. and Mrs. Babcock,

Mrs. H. D. Perry and Mrs. George R. Dean. CPerhaps the 

husbands of some of these ladles were also active} but their 

wives did the entertaining or were quite active in the 

ladies society; and- so, they received the publicity.]]

In this parish they gave many socials, partly for 

the money they needed but also because both young and old 

enjoyed the fun they had. It was not unusual for them to 

clear from one to two hundred dollars at a festival. In
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the winter these were frequently held at Lashbrook Hall
everyone

where the ladies served a supper after which Ahey danced 

or was entertained* In the warm months they met at the 

home of one of the farming members where they had all the 

Black Gaps, white sugar and cream on strawberriesa «©.id ice 

cream that they could eatfand then danced on an improvised 

platform. Once a year they held a very successful fair.

One year they netted $195 hut had fifty dollars worth of 

fancy work left on hand. The ladies must have been fine 

needle women as well as good business managers.

Steamboat Rook

The Rev. B. F. Snook, the energetic Universalist 

minister, who served at one time or another in almost every 

parish in the state, was active in Steamboat Rock prior to. 

1874;because by May 27th they had raised eleven hundred 

dollars for a new church building.^ In such a very small 

community that was quite an accomplishment. The records 

of the State Convention reveal that their society was re

ported at the convention in 1870 and that the society was
21

organized April 21, 1874; therefore,it had had at least 

four years of existence.

In the winter of 1874 11 Captain Ackerman" told 

the Eidora Herald fiditor that "the lectures by Rev. CMT.3 

Snook on 'Universalism* .... were powerful arguments in 

favor of his doctrine and that he converted a large number 

20
Eidora Herald. May 27, 1874.

2r
I/_ H* President*s Notebook.
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of people to his belief* [The] Rev. LMr.] Cook of this

place tEldora3 held a joint discussion with Mr. Snook on

Thursday evening, but according to the Captain*s judgment,
oo

Mr. Cook was * scooped*."
* ~ a^urc.h

During the summer of 1875 they erected their/^home.

It was located on Lot 5» Block 19 in the corner of Henry 

J. Finster’s lawn, facing the view of the town.2^ On 

November seventh it was dedicated by the Rev. J. W. Hanson
Oh

of Chicago* One thousand dollars was raised by sub

scriptions so that they were beginning free from debt and 

with one of the "neatest, tastiest and most cozy places 

of worship in this section."2^

The first six months of 1878 the Rev. Mr. Snook 

was traveling in the "Old World". During that time the 

parish was quite active socially having fairs, suppers, 

dances and masquerade balls to raise funds. After his re

turn Mr. Snook came to Steamboat Rock as often as his 

other charge and his lecture tour would permit, which was 

usually about once a month*

In closing the year of 1880 they recalled their 

pastor, a large part of his salary had been pledged and 

they stated their church had never been in a more flourish

ing condition. The Rev. Mr. Snook was with them one more 

22
Eldora Herald. Feb. 24, 1874.

23.
I. U._ C., President s Notebook.

24“*
Eldora Herald. Oct. 20, 1875*
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year, ° then their church became dormant. In September.

1890, the Rev. Amos Crum of Dubuque went there with a view

27to re-establishing this society. ' The following month the

Rev. T. W. Woodrow of Marshalltown held a series of meet- 

28
ings in that church, but to no avail. The Rev. Mr.

Snook weems to have been the fervent flame that lit a glow

ing candle in that tiny community. Without him the liberal 

society flickered for a time and then vanished. No doubt 

they were too few in number ever to support a pastor ade

quately and the Rev. Mr. Snook was so located geographi

cally that he-could minister unto them as a part time shep

herd. When he moved to Storm Lake he could no longer serve 

them. It was doubtless impossible to find another minister 

who either could or would do this. However, they maintained

the frame work of a society until early in the twentieth 

29century. ^

Storm Lake

The most successful Universalist church in the 

northwestern part of the state wasljlocated in the beautiful 

town of Storm Lake. The liberals began to commune together?" 

before it was a well settled region,and the town numbered 

considerably less than six hundred.

26
Ibid.. Dec. 22, 1880.

27
Ibid.. Sept. 30, 1890.

28
Ibid., Jan. 16, 1891 

29
i*2-2* 9 President *s Notebook.
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The local paper,dated May 24, 1870>reveals that 

"Five church organizations have established themselvesin 

Storm Lake. They are the Universalist, Methodist, Congre- 

gationalist, Presbyterian and Catholic. "30

Whether for lack of members or leadership the 

group either became inactive during the ensuing four years 

or perchance still active but small. They desired to ex

pand their membership;so, a new organization was formed 

March 28, 1874, known as "The Liberal Christian Association". 

The following persons were its incorporators: Wm. Guilford,

W. L. Vestal, J. A. Dean, S. W. Hobbs, Henry Holcomb, Wm.

C. Weddington and G. S. Robinson. "The object of this as

sociation shall be to aid and promote the cause of Liberal- 

Christianity".

The Society met in different churches at stated 

timesr The Baptist church wascleased for half^^ the time 

for a period of five years. The ministers who came were 

practically all Universalists. The Rev. B. F. Snook 

preached four sermons on Universalist doctirnes. "They 

were attended by large audiences and listened to with evi

dent interest and satisfaction. The gentleman is a pleas

ing and logical speaker."3^ He came many times thereafter.

Tn November Rev. J. W. Hanson, editor of "The 

New Covenant" wrote the following after he had been a

30
Storm Lake Pilot. May 24, 1870.

31
Ibid.. Nov. 3, 1880•

322
- Ibid.. April 28, 1873*
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guest of this parish. "A number of the most prominent *

and excellent people are of our faith, and are anxious to 

obtain the services of a preacher, whom they feel they 

could sustain one-half the'time.11

In December 1875 Rev. Isa A. Eberhart accepted 

their call and moved with his family from Vinton. He 

preached the third and fourth Sunday1 of each month and 

did mission work in Cherokee, Newell and Sac City.

Following a Rose Sunday service in June, 1876, forty 

people pledged themselves to organize and support a Sunday 

School. Their first officers were: Superintendent, Rev.

I. A. Eberhart; Assistant Superitendent, J. A. Dean; Sec-
■34

retary, Hon. G. S. Robinson; and Treasurer, W. L. Vestal.

The Rev. Mr. Eberhart was'elected Secretary of the 

Iowa State Convention of Universalists and so found it nec

essary to move from the northwestern part of the state to 

Belle Plaine which was more centrally located. ^ The Rev.

J. A. Hoyt filled the pulpit for a year and was followed 

by the Rev. Karl Gerner of Cherokee, designated as a very- 

capable young man.-^ It was during the latter*s pastorate 

that they began talking of building a church. In April,

1879 they had $2500.00 pledged for that p u r p o s e it was

3 3

Ibid., Nov. 24, 1875.
34

Ibid., June 28 and July 12, 1876.
35

Ibid.. Dec. 27, I876.
36

Ibid.. Oct. 30, 1879.
37
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in June of that year that the newspaper notices began 

occasionally to call it the “Universalist Church”. ^

With the lease soon to expire on the Baptist, 

church they began their building plans in earnest by ap

pointing two committees; one,on subscriptions consisting 

of J. A# Dean, E. I. Sutfin, George Currier, Mrs. Vestal 

and Mrs. Fuller; the other,on the building composed of G-.

S. Robinson, James Harker, S. W. Hobbs, James F. Toy, E.

M. Fuller, Mrs. Watkins and Mrs. Eastman.^

After serving for a year and a half the Rev.

Karl Gerner resigned and the Rev. B. F. Snook accepted the

charge. He was to be in Storm Lake every other Sunday for 

40
services. At the same time he was residing in Webster 

City and serving that parish.

By May}1880 they had $2885 in the building fund 

so that they could ask help from Henry Fisher, Esquire, 

who resided near Storm Lake and was an “architect of ex

perience and reputation.” He

“most generously offered to furnish plans and specifi
cations for the new church, and superintend the erec
tion thereof, free of cost to the Association. A 
contract was let to J. M. Russell, Esq. of this city, 
than whom there is not a better builder in the whole 
northwest. The Iowa Railroad Land and Town Lot 
Company generously donated a fine lot on Lake Ave. 
and the erection of the building began. The contract 
price was $2885* Certain changes were made, so that 
the total amount paid Mr. Russell was |2950. A 
heating furnace, stained glass windows,etc., fur
nished by the Association increased the cost to

38
Ibid., June 18, 1879.

39 -
Ibid., Aug. 18, 1879* 40

40
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$3,200. On last Saturday, morning a meeting of 
the Association was held and a deficiency of about 
$800 was found to exist. It had often been told the 
people that the new church would be dedicated free 
from debt and that there should be no ’begging* as 
a part of the dedication ceremonies, and the Associa
tion was determined that this promise would be faith
fully kept. A subscription paper was drawn up and 
circulated. By 9*00 o’clock the entire amount - and
- more was subscribed."

The new building was “located on Lake Ave. within 

one lot of Third Street and is the most beautiful building

in town. The style of architecture is Gothic ....  The

entire exterior and interior of the church presents a most 

pleasing and beautiful appearance.

A donor of one hundred dollars had written}“What

ever you do let it be nice, not a big barn of a place, but 

rather a gem, where the beauty of holiness is patent to 

the eye as well as to the heart.” They had tried to do 

just that, for it was only thirty-two by fifty feet and

the foregoing description gives the impression of good
ho

taste and beauty.

Dr. J. W. Hanson’s dedicatory sermon contained 

these words,

"May these doors always be open to the hospitable 
reception of all truth and may tt be so consecrated 
by truth, as to receive the blessing of the God of 
truth, and be so useful to the best interests of 
worshipping souls in the generations to come that 
many shall say of it, as they realize its previous 
value, ’This is none other than the house of God 
and the very gate of Heaven*."43
—

Ibid.. Nov. 3, 1880.
42

Ibid., Mar. 31, 1880.
43
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The incorporators of the Liberal Christian group

which had Just completed this building

"were men whose views of God, life and the final* des
tiny of the human race did not accord with the gen
erally promulgated doctrines of the so-called ortho
dox denominations.

**The Association formed in 1874 had no religious 
features so far as denominations were concerned.
Among the members of that body were those who in 
their eastern homes had been Universalists or Uni
tarians, and yet others who had never belonged to 
any church, and still others who at some time in 
their lives had been members of orthodox churches.
The Association was a mere business compact or 
organization, whose chief business was to secure and 
pay for the services of preachers of the Liberal 
faith. Under this organization ..... the Liberal 
Christian Church was built. Having secured a reli
gious home, many of the members desired to organize 
and perfect a religious organization. Between the 
Universalist and Unitarian religious bodies, as now 
organized, there is but the slightest difference.
Upon a full, free and fraternal conference it was 
found that a large majority were in favor of the 
organization of a Universalist Church. In fact it 
was very nearly unanimous, and the utmost harmony 
and fraternal feeling prevailed.

nLast Sunday was decided upon as a time when a 
Universalist Church should be added to the list of
religious organizations in Storm Lake. It was the 
last Sunday of Rev. B. F. Snook*s year as pastor of 
the Liberal Christian Association and as that 
gentleman had worked so faithfully, so zealously 
and so successfully for the upbuilding of the Liber
al faith in Storm Lake, it was eminently proper 
that he should close his work among this people by 
the organization of a religious society whose faith 
corresponded so precisely with his own. On Sunday 
morning CFeb. 18813 the work of organization began.
After the close of the sermon Mr. Snook read the 
Agreement, Articles of Belief, and the Covenant, 
and after appropriate preliminary remarks asked those 
who wished to Join the Universalist Church to rise 
to their feet. A large proportion of the audience 
responded and the complete success of the church 
movement was at once assured.

”The election of officers resulted as follows: 
Moderator, M. D. Watkins; Deacons, G-. S. Robinson,
James Harker; Treasurer, James F. Toy; Clerk, W. E.
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Brown.

“When evening came the church was occupied by 
an audience which has not been excelled in numbers 
and character since the dedication day. The excel
lent choir opened the services with one of their
best selections .... Mr. Snook preached a sermon
especially adapted to the occasion and the times.
It was a calm, dignified and logical exposition of 
the Liberal faith, and appealed not to passion or 
excitement but to the mind, reason, heart, and con
science of the people. At its close Mr. Snook again 
read the Agreement, Articles of Belief and Covenant.”
.... After which six ladies and gentlemen were bap
tized and about twenty-five united with the church 
and received the right hand of fellowship.”.*

”Mr. Snook briefly addressed the members of the 
church and the audience on their new and sacred rela
tions, and urged the point that no religion was 
worth anything that did not make men and women 
better .. more loving to their fellow beings and 
more grateful to God for his mercies."44

CMr. E. I. Sutfin, W. L. Vestal, and Wm. Wed- 

dington, J. E. Metcalf, Mr. Doty were some of those pro

minent in the previous organization that did not become 

Universalists. Mr. Vestal repeatedly stated,neverthelesSj 

that only the friendliest feelings were entertained. Mr.

Sutfin had been the president while the building was being 

erected.3

The Rev. Herbert Whitney was called to lead the

newly reorganized parish. They were very active socially,

culturally and in sponsoring community reforms. Both

pastor and parish shared a pleasant and profitable two 

4 5
years. 44 45

4 4

Ibid., Feb. 23, 1881.
45

Ibid.. March 1, 1881 - Feb. 22, 1883.
* Names of charter members are given in the appendix.
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In April, 1883 they invited the Rev. Charles L.

Waite of Orange, Massachusetts to fill the vacancy in the

ministry, 'The Christian Leader1' reads:

"Storm Lake is dne of the most important stations in 
Iowa, second only to Dubuque. Our parish there has 
called a minister whom they never saw, purely on his 
record. We are happy to assure our friends of Storm 
Lake that they have secured one of our most thought
ful and accomplished ministers .•• one who will put 
his thoughts into felicitous literary form and one 
too who will put his heart into his work.’1̂

He was an unusually able young man; during his 

two-year pastorate he bought the lot adjoining the church, 

built a parsonage on it, entertained the State Convention 

and publicized it well; The Sunday School became one of 

the largest and best in the city, and the ladies gave a 

number of varied fairs each of which netted from one to 

four hundred dollars. He was offered a position as manag

ing editor of the Universalist ̂ which was published in 

Chicago. However,he felt he could not leave this parish 

without giving them three months notice and the paper 

needed an editor at once; so, he remained in Storm Lake.

In May?I885 he did accept a call from the Universalist 

Church in Monroe, Wisconsin.^

The Rev. M. H. Houghton was with them for two 

years and was forced to leave because of ill health. Dr.

J. W. Hanson was invited to become their pastor in 1888.

After giving it consideration he apparently refused,

Ibid., April 5, 1883.

216

47
Ibid., May 3, I883 - May 21, I885.



www.manaraa.com

because the Rev. W. S. Ralph accepted a call January 1,

1889* The church was credited at that time with the large 

membership of seventy-five. He was succeeded by the Rev.

J. E. Keyes and the Rev. C. E. Varney; the Rev. John Ar- 

noup came in 1895J the Rev. G-eorge Skilling in 1896; the 

Revs. Rett E. and Margaret Olmstead were the pastors from 

1898 to 1900. The latter were also pastors of the church
hp.

at Albert Lea, Minnesota at the same time.^

In 1885'among the membership of this church were 

these men prominent also in their community, Col. Vestal, 

editor of the Storm Lake ’Pilot”, and later postmaster;

James Toy and J. A. Dean were supervisors; Mr. Toy was 

also the local banker, and Mr. Dean kept and bound all 

the local papers and presented them to the Iowa Histori

cal Library; Robinson and Milchrist were a firm of attor

neys * The Robinson and Toy families moved to Sioux City, 

which removed from this parish those most able financial

ly to carry the burdens of a church organization. James 

Harker, one of the earliest leaders, had passed away dur

ing the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Waite.

The ladies were exceedingly active in this par

ish. In describing a forthcoming fair at which they 

netted $365 the 11 Pi lot11 remarked that ’’were it not for the 

ladies there would not be much church work done and it is 

their busy brain and willing hands that provide for many

217
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\

of the little and some of the large extras."^ In 1890 

the men had a very active club which was not a money rais

ing association; but,which had a monthly dinner where a 

guest speaker was the special feature, among whom,on sev

eral occasions;was the noted Rev. Mary A. Safford, the
CQ

Unitarian pastor at Sioux City.

Knoxville

"A Society of Universalists was organized in 

1870 Cat Knoxville]. A house of worship was never built, 

and after a few years the group was disbanded. Services 

under the leadership of the Revs. Fidelia Gillette, W. C. 

Brooks and Isa A. Eberhart were held in the Adventist*s 

church.

Dexter

About that same time mission work was being done 

in Dexter, r r In 1879 there was a neat little Universal- 

ist church building but there was no organization or 

preaching by that denomination.52 The ministers appear to 

have been active, but the 11 good seed” did not bear fruit, 

whether it was because of the poor soil or the inadequate 

tending is an uncertainty.

4 9  :

Ibid., Nov. 22, 1883.
50

Ibid.. June 19, 1889 & Jan. 1, 1890.
51
History of Marion County. Iowa, Chicago. 1915. P.

288.
52

History of Dallas County. Iowa, Des Moines, 1879,
p. 342.
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Lehigh

The Universalist Church at Lehigh was organized 

in 1870. Ten years later a building was erected at a cost 

of sixteen hundred dollars* In 1893 they had a membership 

of forty. The Rev. Aaron Smith lived for many years in 

this locality. In 1894 he died at the age of eighty-two. 

Thirty years before he had been ordained in the Universal

ist ministry. He appeared to have been a self-supporting 

missionary since there was no record of any pastorate 

which he had held. Shortly after the death of the Rev.

Mr. Smithjthe church ceased to function as an active or- 

ganization. ^

Maquoketa

Maquoketa was early a locality where Universal- 

ists were found}and a preaching site for the circuit rid

ers. In 1849 and 1850 they were hosts to the Iowa Conven

tion of Universalists. There must have been a society in 

those days although there was no definite record of its 

existence>except that implied by the sessions of the Con

vention. In 1870 they were reorganized (or organized) and 

appeared as Convention members receiving fellowship. Three 

years later there were sixteen families in the parish and 

there were fifty-five members of the Sunday School. The 

group was then active for approximately fifteen years.^

53
Universalist Register and Almanac, Boston, 1889,

1893.
54

I. H* 2.* * President1 s Notebook and Universalist 
Register and Almanac, Boston, 1873. ;
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Nevada

A Universalist Society in Nevada was formally 

organized in 1871, but had received Convention fellowship 

in the previous year. In 1873 there were ten families in 

the parish, fifty children in the Sunday School and their 

half-time pastor was the Rev. C. P. Nash. They were re

presented in the annual session of the Convention until 

1892.̂ 3 pt was doubtless sustained after 1873 by the Rev.

W. P. Payne, who became a resident of the community,first

as the principal of the public schools, and later as the

c6
owner and editor of the Nevada Representative. Nevada 

remained his home until his death in 1921.57

Clinton

In 1871 a Universalist church was organized 
the A

under the leadership of^Rev. R. G. Hamilton, saad A frame 

house of worship was erected at the corner of Fourth Street 

and Fourth Avenue on Clinton Park and christened “Murray 

Church”. It was a beautiful example of Gothic architec

ture with arched ceiling, heavy Gothic doors and circular 

pews. William Taylor and Luke Roberts were two of the char

ter members. The Rev. Mary Garard was one of the last, 

pastors.

After several years the society disbanded and the
—

I.U.C., President*s Notebook.
56

History of Story County, Iowa, Chicago, 1911, Vol. 2,
P. 33.

57
Edgar R. Harlan, “Notable Death,“ Annals of Iowa.

(3), Vol. 14, (1923-1925) p. 159.
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building was leased to other religious bodies. In 1879 

it was rented by the Apostolic Church of God.^ It was 

later sold to the Catholic denomination and the money turn

ed over to Mr. Taylor, who doubtless was the Treasurer of 

the Society.^ It was last-represented in the Convention 

in 1904.

Bloomfield

’’Followers of this faith have been in this county 
from the start. The subject of Universal salvation 
has caused discussion with the other denominations 
from an early day. Public debates occurred fre
quently and caused considerable interest. The dis
cussions were generally advertised and well attended.
The Rev. Thomas Ballenger, later of Oskaloosa for 
years, seemed to represent the Universalist belief 
and was its ready champion. Along in the seventies 
a joint public debate was arranged between members 
of the Universalist faith and members of the Metho
dist church in Bloomfield, to be held in the Metho
dist church building in Bloomfield.“60

Following this religious controversy known lo

cally as the ’’Battle of the Giants” in which^ev. Mr.

Hughey, a Methodist from Illinois debated with^feev. Mr.

Hughes, a Universalist of the same state; and largely as a 

result of iti a Universalist Society was organized on 

January 23, 1872, with twenty-two charter members. A 

brick church was begun that year which cost $2,100. It 

was dedicated April 6, 1873 by the Rev. John Hughes,one

of the contestants in the ’’Battle of the Giants.”

—  “
History of Clinton County. Iowa. Chicago, 1879, p.517*

59
Olive Barker, Clinton, Iowa to Elva Tucker, July,

1943.
60

Federated Women’s Clubs of Davis County, A Pioneer 
History of Davis County,* Bloomfield, 1924-27, p. 224.
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Prior to 1882 they had had as pastors the Revs*

T. H. Tabor and El L. Briggs; and the incumbent one, the

Rev* Dr. Barry, was described as “one of the noblest of

God’s ministers on earth,11 At that time they had sixty

members*̂ 1 Later preachers included the Revs. John Hughes,

E. L. Briggs, B. F. Snook, H. Lwellen, L. S. and Charlotte

Porter, Dr. Geddes and o-ccasionally the Revs. Kate Hughes,

Dr. C. E. Nash, Dr. Keyes, Dr. Erasmus Manford, W. P.

Payne of Mitchell Seminary, Mr. J. R. Baker, Manning Hull

62and Dr. J. W. Hansen were heard.

In June 1888 R. S. Galer,the principal of the 
/

Southern Iowa Normal School at Bloomfield,preached the 

Baccalaureate sermon for the School’s graduating class.^

He later moved to Mt. Pleasant where he practised law, 

married'the Rev. Laura Bowman and affiliated with the Ikii- 

versalist church.

Wilton or Wilton Junction 

Wilton was the site of a Universalist Society.

They never acquired a church,but Mrs. Mary L. Pingree was 

a member and the Rev. E. L. Briggs was active in, that 

locality. He taught a Bible Class in her home. Mrs. Pin

gree was no doubt the leader of the group. Her interest 

and generosity were revealed by her gifts to other churches 

51
History of David County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1882,

P. 575.

^Federated Women’s Clubs, op. cit. p. 224 and Davis 
County Republican (Bloomfield) 1873-1888.

o3 . ,
Davis County Republican (Bloomfield), June 21, 1888.
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in the state, after her own group had faded into oblivion.

In 189b or 1899 she presented the church at Gedar Rapids 

with two thousand dollars^ and in 1904 she bequeathed 

three thousand dollars to the State Convention.^ The 

Wilton society was recorded as having existed for approx

imately fourteen years. (1872-1886)

Webster City

Judge J. L. Kamrar recalls the Webster City of

the 1870*3 as "a hamlet of not more than five hundred

people, a half a dozen churches and as many saloons.*'00

"The lot on the corner of Bank and Willson Streets 
which later became the site of the Universalist 
Church was occupied by a one story frame blacksmith 
shop surrounded by ponds and sloughs. Bank Street 
was losing out as the principal business street of 
our growing town. Seneca Street was becoming the 
favorite, and the so called *up and down town* fight 
was on. The bloody noses and faces of our leading 
citizens could be seen on election day about the old 
frame Court House on the corner of Bank and Seneca 
streets. The Willsons and Funks were struggling to 
build the town in the swamps around where the Will- 
son House now stands."®?

Sometime about 1872 the Iowa Universalist Conven

tion sent the Rev. B. F. Snook to this bumptious,, expanding, 

pioneer village on the Boone River in North Central Iowa,

"to hold a series of religious meetings. The ser
vices were so well attended and created such enthus
iasm among those who were inclined toward a liberal

----------g - ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

W.A.W. Ar«ow, An Historical Sketch of the Peoples 
Church, p. 8 (ms).

65
I.U.C., Secretary’s Record. Vol. 3. P. 172.

66
Webster City Daily News. June 16, 1924.

Ibid.

223

67



www.manaraa.com

faith, that Mr. Snook was prevailed upon to return at 
a later date to give another series of sermons. It 
was during his second visit that plans were made for 
a permanent organization and on January 24, 1875 the 
Universalist Church of Webster City was founded*
CTheD Rev* B. F. Snook became Cthe] pastor of the 
newly formed church,"08 so he can rightly be called 
the father of this church.

Judge Kamrar said,

"I distinctly recall my introduction to Rev. B. F.
Snook .... I was walking along the principal business 
street of our then little town on a wintry morning 
[in January 1874]. Approaching me came two quite 
distinguished looking gentlemen. I soon recognized 
one of them to be my neighbor and life long personal 
friend, Col. Charles A. Clark, then a struggling 
young attorney, afterward a great lawyer of more than 
state wide reputation. The Colonel introduced his 
companion in his usual jovial and witty way, as Rev.
B. F. Snook, a Universalist preacher, a friend of his 
for whom he could vouch, adding that Mr. Snook be
lieved, that if he could get some of the liberal 
people here to take hold with him and help organize 
and build a Universalist Church that some of us sin
ners could at least get a hearing at the Throne of St. 
Peter, before being cast out into utter darkness for
ever. Mr. Snook Joined in the spirit of good feeling 
which dominated the meeting. We went our way, but 
the smiling face and helpful words kindly spoken by 
him, made me his warm friend and supporter through 
his life of splendid Christian citizenship and work 
among us. St. Paul's Universalist Church of Webster 
City, Iowa owes more to him than we have or can ever 
repay.”69

"The new organization set at once about raising 
funds to build a church for their future work. A lot 
at the corner of Bank Street and Willson Avenue was 
purchased and a wooden church building was erected 
which was considered at that time one of the finest 
in the city. This church was dedicated on November 
14, 1875* The dedicatory sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. J. W. Hanson of Chicago. A quartette, com
posed of Mrs. Mary Jane Young, a Mrs. Patton, Mr*
Peleg C. Babcock and a' Mr. Tracey, furnished the music 
and these same singers gave the church musical
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service of outstanding worth for a long while.

"A Sunday School was formed very soon after the 
organization and has always been actively function
ing, though with varying degrees of success, of 
course. A Ladies' Society was also founded and has 
remained active through the whole seventy years and 
it is still carrying on, tho' with a greatly differ
ent program than in early years. Then it was the 
custom to serve meals to make money, have bazaars 
that represented vast amounts of work but also 
brought vast sums of money for those times. Gradual
ly these methods of raising funds for the church 
support were modified. In recent years no meals 
were served for pay. A few Family Night suppers 
were held each year for friendly acquaintance and 
fellowship. There was a strong missionary leader
ship and the society met twice each month except in 
midsummer.

"During the years of Mr. Snook's pastorate he 
took a vacation for six months and travelled in 
Europe, spending a month in the Holy Land, a part of 
the world seldom visited by Americans at that time.
His trip was a great event and when he returned he 
divided his time between preaching in the Webster 
City church and lecturing about his travels in any 
place to which he was called to lecture. He had 
been pastor of this church eight years.

"Mr. Snook resigned in 1883 and was followed by 
the Rev. S.R.H.Biggs, who remained for one year.
During Mr. Biggs* pastorate the organization of a 
church as a spiritual society was begun. For many 
years there was the dual form of organization - a 
parish group which handled all the business details 
of church administration; and a church group which 
was held to be a purely religious organization. It 
will be seen, when it is realized that people who 
were not specially interested in the religious affairs 
of the church could be members of the parish and 
control the material affairs of the group, that a 
way was opened for difficulties that sometimes seemed 
serious. It was many years before this dual plan 
was abandoned here but in recent years the organiza
tion consisted altogether of actual members of the 
church.

"Because of this arrangement, the earliest mem
bership lists bear the date of 1884. But the list 
of men and women interested and active in the new 
movement is not only a long one, but it carries the 
names of many of the most influential families in 
the thriving young community. Among these were such 
people as Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Young whose estate
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later gave the city its beautiful Public Library and 
the extensive Kendall Young Park, as well as the 
notable Woman’s Club House, known as the Jane Young 
House; Mr* and Mrs. F. D. Young, the latter being a 
member of the quartette that sang at the dedication 
services in the church; Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Mason,
Mr. & Mra. Rome H. Woodworth, whose daughter, Mrs*
R. H. Woodworth, of Port Arthur, Texas, has kept in 
touch with this church and served it in many graci
ous ways and who, with her daughter, Miss Phebe 
Woodworth, in 1942 gave the church its fine electric 
organ; Mr. & Mrs. E.S. Wheeler; Mr. & Mrs. Sumler 
Willson; Mr. & Mrs. William Crosley; Col. & Mrs.
Charles A. Clark; Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Clagg; Mr. and 
Mrs. R. I. Burleson; Mr. & Mrs. L. L. Treat; Mr. &
Mrs. W. B. Howard; Mr. & Mrs. G-eorge F. Hathway;
Mr. & Mrs. Alonzo Thompson; Mr. & Mrs. Peleg Babcock, 
the former being a member of that dedication service 
quartette; Judge and Mrs. J. L. Kamrar; Mr. & Mrs.
J. W. Young; Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mabbott; Mr. & Mrs.
William Ellis; Mr. & Mrs. Warren Worthington; Mr. &
Mrs. G-eorge F. Richardson; Mr. & Mrs. William Brown;
Mrs. Jane Sheldon and her sister, Mrs. Maria Warren.
As this list has been handed down largely by memory 
it is doubtless not at all complete.

“Most of these persons, active during the first 
ten years of the life of the church, presented them
selves for membership when the spiritual society 
was formed, tho* some of the early workers had died 
or removed to other places. After Mr. Biggs re
signed in 1883, the Rev. W. W. Nutting was asked to 
become pastor and he stayed for several years but 
left the church under some painful circumstances, 
which are not described in the minutes but are a 
matter of record.

“The Rev. Amos Crum was called in June 1888, 
coming from the church in Dubuque. His salary was 
to be $1500.00 a\year - the first mention of salary 
in this history. His pastorate was unusually suc
cessful, many new members united with the church.
Records were made of regular communion service each 
quarter, of various special services, of generous 
decorations for many of these services, and especially 
the lists of members were carefully kept.

“On June 15, 1890, the congregation and minister 
went to a grove on the John Carey farm, about nine 
miles south of Webster City, where they held an all
day outdoor meeting. Mr. Crum preached three ser
mons, a basket dinner was enjoyed and the minutes 
state that ’about 1000 people were present at these 
services.* On August 10 the experience was repeated,-
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the outdoor services being held this time on the 
1 premises of Mr. M. Mickelson eight miles north of 
Webster City.* Mr. Crum preached in the morning and 
the Rev. W. S. Ralph in the afternoon, while both 
these ministers spoke at an evening meeting. The 
record says that *A good audience was present from 
the city and the surrounding region.* Also that *The 
interest was strong and extensive and expressions of 
pleasure in the services and desire for other occas
ions of a similar nature were numerous. By this 
liberal policy in inviting the outlying neighborhoods 
does St. Paul’s church extend a knowledge of its 
doctrines. It is purposed to hold an out-door meet
ing in or near Webster City during the fall of each 
year to which all neighborhoods in the County will 
be invited.*

“The Rev. Mr. Crum resigned from this pastorate 
July 319 1890, to go back to his former parish in 
Dubuque, after just two years service in Webster 
City. He had done such excellent work in and for the 
church and the community that it was not easy to find 
a successor to him, but the Rev. B. F. Snook, founder 
of the parish and greatly loved by its people, came 
in October, 1890 and remained for another two years, 
during which time the church grew and prospered.
When he left at the end of two years, Mr. Crum was 
prevailed on to come back again and began this second 
pastorate Nov. 27th, 1892, the pulpit having been 
supplied several Sundays by the Rev. F. M. Yates.
By this time the church had an active Young People’s 
Christian Union and all auxiliaries were in a flour
ishing condition.

“On June 25 services in the church were omitted 
and the congregation and its auxiliaries took part 
in a basket meeting on Charles Doolittle’s farm, 
four miles north of Webster City. Mr. Crum preached 
twice to good acceptance, and the Y.P.C.U. gave an 
entertainment called ‘Barbara’s Dream5. The usual 
Y.P.C.U. meeting, doubtless devotional, was held.
It was a day of rare and peculiar influence. Audi
ences of several hundred people were present.”

"Mr. Crum preached not only in the Webster City 
church but in the Saratoga school-house, in the Doo
little school, later in a hall in Woolstock and 
wherever a door was opened for his services. Echoes 
of his influence are still heard often and from people 
whose lives have been far away from any regular Uni- 
versalist services. Mr. Crum’s second pastorate in 
Webster City came to a close with October, 1897.
After he left a number of ministers supplied the pul
pit,- the Revs. E. E. Hammand, ’late of California*,
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Charles Graves & Mr. Bashor, as well as Dr. N. L. Sage.

11 In April Dr. Crum was urged to come hack and take 
charge of the congregation while the old church build
ing, now felt to be inadequate for the work they want
ed to do, was being remodelled. This was Dr. Crum’s 
third pastorate. He preached a farewell sermon to-the 
old church, after which services were held in Will
son’s Hall and-other places until they could again be 
accommodated in the rennovated church. The wooden 
walls had been veneered with brick, the floor made 
sloping, the pulpit placed in the west end of the 
church and a good-sized lecture room opened in thea 
north part of the b u i l d i n g ”70

Stained glass windows depicting Biblical scenes were pre

sented in memory of Roy Clagg, Mrs. J. D. Sketchley, Mrs.

71
Jane Young and Mrs. Maria Mason.1 Dr. F. J. Drake, J. W. 

young and J. R. White painstakingly planned and supervised 

this reconstruction.^^

“This new church was re-dedicated on October 23,
189b, the sermon being preached by Dr. J. S. Oantwell, 
of Chicago. [In the evening both the Rev. B. F. Snook 
and the Rev. Amos Crum spoke at the vesper service.3 
Later on a series of services was held in the church 
with the Revs. J. H. Palmer, of Cedar Rapids; Sophie 
Gibbs, of Boone; B. F. Snook, of Wausau, Wisconsin; 
and A. R. Tillinghast, of Waterloo participating and 
Dr. C. El wood Nash, president of LomDard College, in 
Galesburg, Illinois preaching two powerful sermons at 
the close, and thus was ended the period of re-dedica- 
tion exercises. Dr. Crum felt that he had done the 
task for which he was recalled and he severed his 
connection with the church on Sunday, November 3# 1899•

"Then began the pastorate of the Rev. Charles 
Graves. He stayed but four months, the minutes show
ing no reason for his departure. Dr. Crum came back 
to preach the Baccalaureate sermon before the gradua
ting class of the local schools on the last Sunday in 
May, 1899. The Rev. Frank H. York had candidated in 
the church two Sundays in April and began his 70 71 72

70
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pastorate on the first Sunday in June, 1899- He 
stayed until August 1, 1900.“73

This church had some unusually strong ministers 

and for longer pastorates than was the average in the 

state at that time. Both Mr. Snook and Dr. Crum, the two 

who were closest to the parish for the longest periods,, 

were scholarly and eloquent men of high eharacter, recog

nized throughout the state as bulwarks of the faith. Judge 

Kamrar said of their ministers, “We are proud of them and 

Webster City is and has been a better place to live in be

cause they lived with us.11̂

Alcona

The “Universalist Church was organized by Cthe 
Rev.J H. B. Butler in 1873 and. the services were held 
in the Baptist Church, with thirteen members. Mr.
Butler was a minister of fine ability and CexertedJ a 
helpful influence in the community. All classes had 
a reverential respect for him to a degree seldom ac
corded to a pastor. He remained at the head of the 
church for about four years and then went elsewhere 
to preach. He was followed by the Rev. CO.F.I Van 
Cise, who held services at Watson Hall. Gradually 
the church became transformed into one Indorsing the 
Unitarian principles and was organized as such. 75

It ceased to exist many years ago. The last connection it

had with the Iowa Convention was in 1892.^

Belle Plaine

Although the State Secretarial records show that

7 3  ;

Jones, History of St. Paul1s Universallst Church.
op* cit.
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the Belle Plaine Society was begun an or before 1867, there

is no written account of it until about seven years later.

“This Society was organized December 26, 1874-* Mr. 
Bickford was elected President; J. F. Roberts, Clerk;
H. Aulbrook, Treasurer; J. B. Marston, J. D. Wilson,
H. Gardner, Trustees. Three persons added their names 
to the roll during the meeting. The Rev. I. A. Eber- 
hart, who had been mainly Instrumental in forming the 
church, was immediately engaged as pastor#

“December 15, 1875, a conference meeting of the 
Universalist ministers in the adjacent territory was 
held at Belle Plaine. About the same time, Rev. J.
A. Hoyt became pastor of the Society, remaining until 
December 31, 1876, when he preached his farewell ser
mon. Rev. I. A. Eberhart was immediately recalled to 
his former charge.“

In 1878 the Society had twenty members. Meetings

were held at the Grange Hall. The Rev. Mr. Eberhart was

_ Superintendent of the Sunday School; J. F. Roberts was the

77Secretary and Librarian.''

About nine years later the group was mentioned 

as never attaining a large membership.^® In 1887 the State 

Convention records show that the group had disbanded. H.

Roy Mosnat, an attorney, wrote in 194-3, that"'there had not 

been any Universalist church here for many years past", and 

that none of those associated with it were living in that

community.79

Castalia

A Universalist Church was built in 1875 one half 

77
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1 78
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mile west of Castalia. Mrs. Ward M. (Fanny) Allen wrDte^

"My people were early pioneers of that vicinity and my 

grandparents (Cornell) were among the group which brought' 

about the building of this church. A well-to-do man of 

that neighborhood, a Mr. Nathan Peckham [camej to Iowa from 

Hartford, Connecticut, Land] was one of the leaders in the 

project."ou (The same Mr. Peckham bequeathed one thousand 

dollars to the Iowa Ministerial Pension Fund.) The build

ing was erected, donated and kept in repair by the Peckham 

family. Dr. Effie McCollum Jones has described it as a 

family chapel - there never was a real church organization.

Mrs. Ward continues,"As I remember going to this church 

with my parents in the early 1890*s my recollections are 

that there never was a large congregation Labout twenty 

membersJ and I believe no resident minister. When I was a 

child I remember a Rev.’ Matt Wing who came occasionally to 

hold services." Among the leaders in this small parish 

were the Peckhams, Harveys, Andersons, Knights, Vances,

Clarks, Richards and Cornells.

They were last reported in the State Convention

in 1896.81

New Sharon

The Society at New Sharon was first recognized in 

the Universalist fellowship in 1875*

80
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"A building under the control of the denomination, 
Universalist, was built in New Sharon, in 1877.
The city contains quite a large element of those 
who are called liberal in religious thought, and the 
occasion of the building of this church was the re
fusal of an orthodox pulpit to one of their minis
ters •

"The platform on which the church was erected, 
was that it should be forever equally free to all de
nominations. Until August, 1878 it has been a house 
of worship of what was termed a ’Universalist Parish', 
which was at the time of the meeting in New Sharon 
of the State Universalist Association in that month 
changed to a church Organization.

"The building is a neat frame structure costing 
three thousand dollars and is free from debt. In 
October following its erection, £the] Rev. Fidelia 
[W.J Gillette commenced to occupy the pulpit, which 
she continued to do every alternate Sabbath. She was 
a smart, well educated,f woman] and a fine speaker 
and she preached eloquently to the satisfaction of 
her congregation in New Sharon. She received six 
hundred Tdollars] annually for the alternate Sabbath 
preaching."

She came from Michigan "and is said to have been for twenty 

years in the employ of the National Lecture Association and 

recently entered the ministry for conscientious reasons.

This church was last represented in the convention in 1896.

Four years later there were eighteen Universalist families 

residing in the community.

West Union

The Rev. J. J. Austin was the pioneer Universal

ist minister in the West Union community. He was active

83
there in 1881, and in either that year or the following 

one a society was organized, for delegates first appeared 
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In the Iowa Gonvention in 1882•

In the fall of 1883 the Rev. 0. T. Irish, their

85
first regular pastor^held services in Zeigler Hall. He 

remained for about one year. Intermittent services were 

held by visiting ministers, Superintendent B. Brunning, 

the Rev. B. G. Rogers and the Rev. W. A. Pratt, in the 

Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist churches. During this 

pastorless period they entertained the Turkey River Associa

tion in the Presbyterian church,and the Rev. Mary G-arard of 

Clinton was a guest speaker.®^ During 1886 and 1887 they 

held services in the Court House under the leadership of 

the Rev. James Gorton. In the spring of the latter year 

the Rev. W. A. Pratt of Cedar Rapids and the Rev. Amos Crum 

of Dubuque held a series of meetings.^

The last Sunday in May they organized a Sunday

School. By 1890 it had a membership of eleven. A lady in

88
Chicago had given them a library for the children.

“All are aware that the Universalists of this city 
have for some time been contemplating the building 
of a fine church, having been left a legacy by the 
late Ira L and Silenda 1 Burbank. Since the coming 
of the Rev. James Gorton among us that purpose has 
taken a more definite shape, and plans for the build
ing have been prepared by Cedar Rapids architects..
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"The specifications are for a building in the 
Queen Anne style, forty feet square in the clear, and 
without steeple. To be of white brick with ornamenta
tion of red brick above the basement and the windows.
In the basement will be Sunday School rooms, parlor, 
library, kitchen and coal room. The upper floor will 
contain an audience room with a seating capacity of 
about two hundred. The floor of the auditorium will 
be raised, sloping upwards towards the rear of the 
hall, and it will be seated with opera chairs. The 
entrance will be on the northeast corner. The church 
is to be located on the corner of Vine and Plumb 
streets, opposite the old Argo office.

11 The building will be ... unlike anything in the 
city or this part of the state. We hope the society 
may see their way clear to begin building operations 
at once.‘'89

In spite of the well wishes they were unable to 

begin actual building operations at once; however, they did 

the following spring and the edifice was completed in Decem

ber, 1888 at a cost of ninety-five hundred dollars.^ The 

Rev. Mr. Gorton, who had done such a splendid work in lead

ing the small group into active church life, while meeting 

at the Court House, did not remain with them long enough to 

see the new church home rise.^ The Rev. Matt Wing be

came their pastor and remained two years. The Argo des

cribes him as

’’an original and profound thinker and a ready and 
pleasant speaker. He never writes his discourses but 
his utterances flow smoothly and with deliberation, 
never hurried, disconnected, hesitating or ungramma
tical. The society is united, enthusiastic and active 
in Sunday School and all church and society work. It 
is rare to find a society more pleasantly situated.11̂  89 90 91 92
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The Rev. J. W. Hansen, D.D.;of Chicago came to 

deliver the dedicatory sermon in December, which was a can

did interpretation of Universalism. Judge J. W. Rogers, 

the president of the society,then took the platform and 

"read an address in memory of the free hearted donors of 

the beautiful structure; the generous and munificent gift 

of Ira Burbank, with the willing and hearty concurrence of 

,his wife Silenda......  Both believed in the universal sal

vation of mankind, hence we dedicate this temple to their 

memory..."93 That fall the Universalist Convention met in 

the attractive new church building. Plans were made to in

crease the state missionary work and ta encourage young
oA

people to enter the ministry.

The Rev. H. Lewellen was the pastor for, a year 

in 1893, he then accepted a call to Lafayette, Indiana.

The editor of the Argo wrote of him/'He is a deep student 

, and thinker and a man thoroughly posted on theological 

matters of the day. The family will be greatly missed from 

the social circles of the city and all will join... in 

wishing them abundant prosperity in their new home."^ 

r For the next four years they never had a full

time pastor; the Rev. Matt Wing or Dr. Amos Crum were there 

much more than anyone else. However, the Reverends John

Arnoup, H. L. F. Gillespie, W. J. Herbener, J. H. Palmer,,

— - :
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and J .  L. Dinsmore filled the pulpit o c c a s i o n a l l y . ^  Miss

Harriet I. Baker became their pastor in 1896 ,aiid remained

two years and during this time she was ordained. She was

a splendid leader of the young people. All the church

auxiliaries were active,and the future looked very bright

for them until Miss Baker resigned prior to her marriage.^

The church had enjoyed the usual number of fairs, suppers

and socials where the ladies of the church tried to support

the church and their pastor. West Union was unusually slow

in organizing a Ladies Aid Society. It was accomplished in

May,1896 ^  during one of those pastorless intervals, when

Dr. Crum>as State Superintendent,was there frequently for

services and supervising their parish activities. One of

their first projects was the redecoration of the interior 
go

of the church. ^

This parish had been rather fortunate inasmuch 

as their beautiful church was a gift; they appear to have 

enjoyed the pastorate of a number of able men; and when 

leaderless,the ministers from nearby parishes helped them 

to hold reasonably regular services.

In 1896 the Universalist church received a be

quest from David Bell of fifteen hundred dollars (and so did 

each of the West Union Churches) "on the terms that each

-----95----------------------------------------------------
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one of the churches shall choose two of their best and 

safest men to loan out that money in the safest place and 

to use the interest to pay their ministers and for nothing 

else*” J. H. Colby and J. T. Riley were appointed the 

trustees for the fund*"1,00

Some of the leaders in this parish were stable, 

respected citizens in the community; such as; Ira and Silenda 

Burbank, Mr. and Mrs* J. W. Ainsworth, Josephine Ainsworth, 

Thomas D. Reeder, Isabella Reeder, Judge J. W. Rogers,

Helen Frolich, N. C. Spencer, James F. Smith, R. A. Barr,

Carrie Whitmore, A. Y. Whitmore, J. B. Herriman, V. N.

Brown, James Colby, and J. T. Riley.101

Otranto

”This Society was incorporated under the name 
* The First Universalist Parish of Otrantov in what was 
then known as the village of Bartlett*s Grove. It was 
first mentioned in the State Convention in 1883 and 
was incorporated and fellowshipped in the same year*
In 1884 a frame church was built which was valued at 
$1,000. This Society grew to be one of a good size 
and was quite active.”j-02

In 1900 when the Osage Society called the Rev*

S. L. Taylor they mentioned that they would provide five 

hundred and fifty dollars of his salary and that this par

ish would provide one hundred fifty.10-* How long this

100
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101
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arrangement for co-operating in the support of a pastor for 

the two parishes had been functioning is unknown,but it 

continued for a number of years thereafter.

Ossian

Mrs. Ward M. Allen recalls that a church was 

built here around 1891*

"I remember coming to services in it several times and 
it was served by a Rev. CDr.J Orum who also preached 
in some other location. They never had a resident 
minister .... I don’t believe this church flourished 
over ten years, if it lasted that long.” Some of the 
families in this church were Mills. Webster, Pegg, 
Schoonmaker, Sawyer and Elridge.104

Charles City

The movement in Charles City was begun by Mr. and

Mrs. John Owen from Maine. Others who joined the Society

were Miss Etama Sylvester, E. J. Fisher, Dr. Bishop, Mr. and

Mrs. Clayton Henry, Mr. and Mrs. Daly and daughters, Clara

and Agnes, Mr. and Mrs. Julius Stems, Mr. and Mrs. Black,

Mrs. Barney, Mrs. MeCaller, Mr. and Mrs. W* H. Griswold,

Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Billings, Mrs. W. C. Hering, Mrs. L.

H. Henry, Mrs. Goddard, Mrs. Reka Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Sam

Sloan, Mr. and Mrs. Woodhouse, Mr. and Mrs. Hildreth, Mrs.

Slaughter, Mrs. Lindeman, Mrs. Behrens and her daughters

Mathilda, Eda and Clara and Mrs. Lew Landers. The church

was organized and fellowshipped in 1891. The Rev. A. C.

Grier was their first pastor who remained for four or five 
_
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years. He and his wife were young and enthusiastic. The 

Society^met in the old stone Christian church and in a hall 

above a store down town.

After having a substitute for a few months the 

Rev. John Mulholland came. He was well liked and gave won

derful sermons. After he left they never had a minister 

that people liked or who could keep up enthusiasm.loc; Under 

his leadership they built their church building which was 

completed and dedicated April 28, 1895, as "All Souls1' 

church.

They had wonderful times socially and worked hard 

to raise the necessary funds. Their church was never popu

lar in the community, so it was hard to keep their young 

people.

The Rev. H. L. Thornton of Lapier, Michigan fol

lowed the Rev. Mr. Mulholland as a pastor for a short time.

The Rev. J. R. Sage was the last to serve regularly. Dur

ing the latter part of the century the Rev. Mr. and Mrs.

Jones and Dr. Amos Crum came occasionally.^^

Of the churches begun in the last decade the only 

ones to have more than a year or two of history were Charles 

City, Iowa Falls, Northwood and Shenandoah; and these were 

active for only about a decade. None of them were located 

in a small Iowa village so a better record might have been
j— —  ■

Interview with Miss Louise Hering, a life long 
resident of Charles City and a member of the Universalist 
Church, 19^3.

106
Mrs. M. W. Sharman, Descanso, Calif, to Elva Tucker, 

Cedar Falls, Iowa, Aug. 29, 1943.

Conversation with Miss Louise Hering.
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expected of these last named societies.

- Iowa Falls

In Iowa Falls a group was organized in 18919 by

the Rev. T. E. Dotter. In March,1892 a series of meetings

was held in the rink by Dr. Amos Crum of Dubuque, the Rev.

B. F. Snook, of Webster City, and the Rev. L. F. Porter of 

106
Waterloo. During that week a subscription list was

started for the building of a church. Over one thousand

dollars was pledged that day,and several valuable pieces of

10Q
property were offered. 7 Mrs. Sarah M. Estes, the wife of 

one of the founders of Iowa Falls, gave the lot on the cor

ner of Main and Rocksylvania, facing Estes Park, where the 

church was built. Mrs. Estes parents were Universalists 

in New Hampshire.

The Sunday School was begun in April,1892 with a

membership of thirty-five. Their first Superintendent was

Frank Foster.^**' By 1893 about one hundred attended the

picnic in August at Idlewild.^*^

On July 8th the corner stone was laid with/jiev.

Amos Crum presiding. “Rev. C. B. Linn of Boston, Assistant

Secretary of the General Convention,preached a brilliant 
_ _

Iowa Falls Sentinel. Feb. 2, 1892.
109

Ibid., March 9, 1892.
110

Frank E. Foster, Iowa Falls, Iowa, to Elva Tucker,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, April 8, 1943.

111
Iowa Falls Sentinel. April 6, 1892.

112
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sermon in the park on Sunday evening.” Music for the 

occasion was furnished by The Iowa Falls Silver Band.^^

August 17, 1892 a call was extended to the Rev.

B. F. Snook of Webster City. He accepted and began the new 

pastorate in O c t o b e r T h e y  were very fortunate to se

cure so able a leader. The Webster City Herald wrote?

“There will be universal regret in Webster City, not 
only among members of Rev. [Mr.] Snook’s congregation, 
but people of all stations and beliefs-will be sorry 
to see him leave here. He has labored with great 
industry and ability for his church and his Christian 
character has endeared him to a large circle of 
friends. Mr. Snook and his family are a valuable 
acquisition to any community and the people of Iowa 
Falls are to be congratulated on securing his servi
ces. ”H 5

The building of the church was supervised by/ 

Washington Livermore Hay. It was erected on the form of a 

cross and completed in December.J"LO

The fifty-third annual convention of the Iowa 

Universalists met with this parish on September 25, 1895*

The Rev. Mr. Snook’s resignation also became effective 

that month. His pastorate had been most successful. A 

large public reception was given for him and the young 

people presented him an easy chair.

Within two months the Rev. G-. W. Skilling became

—

Ibid., June 29, 1892.
114

Ibid., Aug. 17, 1892.

115 Ibid., Sept. 21, 1892.
116

Frank E. Foster, .Iowa Falls', Iowa to Elva Tucker,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, April 8, 1943*
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their pastor for one year. During a pastorless interval in 

1897 they appointed a committee to “secure the services of 

persons who may be willing to act as speakers, readers or 

essayists at the church on Sunday, and all persons willing 

to perform such services will notify Dr. J. W. Angell of 

that fact and also what is to be their discourse.

In April, 1897* the Rev. John Mulholland, their 

last pastor, accepted a call to this c h u r c h . H e  was not 

a very good publicity agent for there were long lapses of 

time without notices. On August 20, 1898 the Peoples Ohurch 

held an annual meeting. This was the close of the fiscal 

year for the old Universal!st Society and the officers re

elected were all identical with those of the previous year 

' so that the Society must have adopted the new name but it 

did not alter the personnel of their membership.

Throughout the history of the church they held 

many socials, fairs, dinners and festivals for fun and to 

raise sufficient funds to support the parish. The Unity 

Club was organized with the idea that they could combine 

fun and! funds •

Prominent people in this Society were the

"Hon. J. H. Punk, an attorney who served as the speak
er of the House in the Iowa legislature; Fayette 
Holmes, secretary of the Farmers Mutual Insurance 
Company of Hardin and Franklin Counties; R. A. Feist, 
city assessor; George H. Wilson, implement dealer;
—

Ibid., Jan. 20, 1897*
119

Ibid., April 24, 1897*
120
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J. M. Rinehart, merchant; G. L. Whinery, postmaster; 
Charles Packard, early educator and retired farmer;
0. P. Lane, manufacturer; Walter Carpenter, retired 
farmer; George M. Tower and Allan Ivans, retired 
merchants;"

W. L. Hays, retired merchant; Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Foster;

Dr. J. W. Angell; Levi Allinson; Mrs. Sarah M. Estes [who 

was always the church treasurerJ ; W. J. Mix and Frank 

Foster. The latter wrdte;*, "They were all respected citi-

h121zens.

Shenandoah

At Shenandoah a Universalist Church was organized

in 1896 largely through the missionary work of Dr. Q,. Shinn.

A very attractive frame church, equipped with a pipe organ,

was erected and dedicated as "The Hayden Memorial Church"

since its erection was facilitated by a gift of the Hayden

family, members of the parish. It was located on lots nine

and ten in the Priest Addition. (The valuation in 1911 was

six thousand dollars.) The Rev. Mary Garard Andrews

was actively preaching in this locality and at Villisca

during the last decade of the century. A Society was also

organized at the latter place with a membership of about

twenty-five. One was first organized there about 1869 but

ceased to send delegates to the annual convention by 1874.

No doubt this was a reorganization of the liberals in the

that community. The membership at Shenandoah in 1900 was

— —  ; ;

' Frank Foster, Iowa Falls, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, April 8, 1943.

122
I.U .C., President^ Notebook.
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only sixteen.

Northwood

The Universalist Church at Northwood was organiz

ed and sustained primarily by the enthusiasm of Frank 

Forbes, an attorney, who became a licensed minister. No 

doubt Dr. Amos Crum, the State Superintendent, did some ef

fective missionary work to get the movement started in the 

community. He believed wherever there was one Universalist, 

a church could be built around him, and he would draw others. 

The group appears to have been active approximately seven

years, from 1897 to 1904. It was the last one organized by

124the denomination in Iowa.

If the pioneers turned to glance backward over

more than a half a century of Universalism in Iowa, they

could view with pride the early societies still prospering

and the additions to their little family giving promise for

the future in the new century. Their gains had been many,

and their losses were only a minor strain in their hymn of

thanksgiving. Only a few began to question with alarm the

loss of such societies as Iowa, City, Waverly, Belle Plaine,

Tipton, Maquoketa, and Des Moines. Instead many pointed

with pride to the twenty odd thriving churches and cherished

the fond hope that others would be organized under the

leadership of Dr. Amos Crum and the State Convention Board.
_ _

Universalist Register and Almanac, Boston, 1900.
124

I.U.C., Presidentfs Notebook.
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Chapter V

INTERESTS, PROBLEMS, AND LEADERSHIP: 1870-1900

All of the Unlversalist parishes had similar pro

blems whether they were in the eastern, southwestern or north

western parts of the state. Their group was usually small, 

in comparison to the other groups about them. The old resi

dents of Boone)however, say that the Unlversalist was the 

largest church with far the largest Sabbath School in the 

earliest days of that railroad town, when it was known as 

Montana, That was an advantage not too long enjoyed there 

and seldom elsewhere. It is the nature of liberal movements 

that they represent a minority. And occasionally, the in

dividual Universalists were drawn to larger communities be

cause of the better economic opportunities and thus deprived 

the churches in the small community of its leaders and fi

nancially capable supporters. This was happening in the 

community of Storm Lake at the close of the century and is 

only the forecast of the shifting of population from rural 

to urban centers that occurred in the twentieth century.

There were always more parishes than there were 

pastors. In the convention of 1884 at Storm Lake the Iowa 

delegation to the General Convention was commissioned "to 

use its influence for certain efforts looking to an increase 

in the ministry."-^ Meeting at West Union in 1889,the Iowa 

Convention again made an effort to induce as many young men 

and women as possible to enter their divinity schools."^

^Storm Lake Pilot. Oct. 2, 1884.

SThe Argo (West Union),Oct. 2, 1889.
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Partly because of a continual scarcity and partly because 

of financial straits,the societies were compelled to share 

pastors with one or two nearby parishes. They did not al

ways seem too happy doing this and they were continually 

striving to have a full-time, resident minister, or if note* 

full-time one, then a part time resident one. For instance,

Mt. Pleasant did not retain the Rev. E. L. Briggs in 1884 

because he was living in Wilton Junction and they wanted him 

living among them. In all other ways he was entirely satis

factory. The Rev. J. R. Sage served both Mitchellville and 

Mt. Pleasant in 1885 but the latter did not call him again.^

Dr. Amos Crum served both Mitchell ville and Webster City 

from 1892-1896. The former shared a pastor most of the time 

during this period with some other parish or parishes.4

The Osage society,when unable to meet their bills 

released their minister, worked to pay all of their indebted

ness and perhaps accumulate a little in the treasury before 

they called a new shepherd. It was a sound financial plan.

They never found themselves so deeply indebted that they must 

default, as did some parishes.^

The raising of funds for operating the parish seemed 

always a problem in a small church. Iowa City rented the 

pews; the Mt. Pleasant board conferred with the individual 

members on the amount of their assessment; otherwise,they

^First Universalist Church of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. Sec
retary1 s Record. Vol. I, pp. 171 and 224.

^Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove, Historical Sketch of the First 
Universalist Church. Mitchell ville f Polk County. Iowa.

^Interview with Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock, Osage, 
Iowa, July, 1945. *
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generally left the matter of giving to the individual con

science and to the busy hands and generous hearts of the 

Women1 s organization. . The consciences were perhaps not as 

well trained as they should have been, for every church lean

ed heavily on the women1 s ingenuity and hard work. Every 

kind of festival, fair, supper, dance or excursion currently 

known to the time was used and it was their recreation as 

well as a source of revenue. Mt. Pleasant planned excursions 

on the railroad to Ft. Madison, while Dubuque executed them 

on the steamboats on the Mississippi River. The Mt. Pleasant 

ladies made and sold twelve gallons of apple butter at one
Q

dollar a gallon; and the ladies at Waverly made and sold 

needlework at their fairs, one year clearing one hundred and 

ninety-five dollars and having left on hand about fifty 

dollars worth of handiwork. The ladies at Storm Lake cleared 

three hundred and sixty-five dollars at one of their fairs.9 

A Universalist fair in Dubuque netted one thousand five hun

dred d o l l a r s . A t  West Union the Universalist minister,

C. T. Irish, was given the net proceeds from the grand open

ing of the Woodward's Skating Rink.^ And;many parishes 

sponsored home talent musical, poetical and dramatic pro

ductions that were profitable both culturally and financially.

^Laura Bowman Galer, First Universalist Church of Mi. 
Pleasant. Iowa. Church Clubs ̂ Msl

^Franklin T. Oldt, History of Dubuque County. Iowa.
Chicago, 1911, p. 441.

%lrst Universalist Society of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. 
Industrial Society. Secretary1 s Record.

9Storm Lake Pilot. Nov. 22, 1883.
^Oldt, op. olt. p. 443.

1^The Argo (West Union), May 21, 1884.
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2 46

Permeating all of the work to raise funds, or re

decorate, or clean the ohurch, was the wholesome good fellow

ship and fun. Many of their activities were purely for re

creation, as when the Sunday School Association of Dubuque 

chartered a steamboat for the annual Sunday School picnic;^-2 

they had hay rack rides like the one in Mt. Pleasant where 

Mrs. Van Cise and Emma Brinkman were accused of breaking 

down their side of John Shrivers1 rack; and there were 

numberless picnics such as the one at Idlewilde near Iowa 

Falls when nearly a hundred children from five to seventy- 

five years attended.-^4 And Mrs. Ella Burleson of Webster 

City speaks of the ice cream festivals, strawberry suppers, 

and picnics with the platform dances afterward, which they 

enjoyed in the summer time.^ The warm good fellowship 

helped bind those like-minded folk in a communion long cherish

ed.

As the adults were concerned that the youth should 

have wholesome recreation, they were also concerned that they 

must have education. Yes, education was essential to being 

a Universalist, for how could anyone be a seeker after truth 

in the Bible, in science, in literature, in philosophy, in 

the world about him or in lifeaif he could not read and reason.

No sooner was a church organized than a Sunday 

School was created. For the church to live the children must

■^Oldt, op. cit. p. 441.

•^Emma Wait to Mrs. Fred Wait, 1923.

14Iowa Falls Sentinel. Aug. 23, 1893.

^%ebster City Dally News. June 16, 1924.



www.manaraa.com

know for what It stood and why, and then how to live Christ

ian lives* Many times the School continued to function when 

the church was pastorless because the parish felt it was 

the one work they could and must carry on* A church with

out a Sunday School was one without hope for the future#

In Dubuque a special Society was formed with dues 

of a dollar for the men and fifty cents for the women whose 

primary interest was to foster the Universalist Sunday School. 

In most churches those people became a part of the school 

themselves, not sending their children but bringing them. It 

was they who planned the good times for the children as des

cribed by Emma Wait from Mt* Pleasant.

"There were the Christmases when the whole front of 
the church was filled with a tree and your Dad or 
one of the other Dads was Santa Claus. When it was 
your Dad you felt awfully bashful when he spoke to 
you from his disguise. I remember the time when 
my Dad....started his Santa Claus Journey from the 
belfry, climbing down to the first floor by way of 
the library.... the whole trip being in full sight 
of us thrilled youngsters.

Dr. Laura Bowman G-aler has been requested many times 

to perform pastoral services including life1s final rites 

for people whose only contact with a church has been the Uni- 

versalist Sunday School in the nineteenth century.

The place of children in this church is illustrated 

by a special day in June known first as Rose Sunday which 

was dedicated to the children. On this day in every parish 

in the state, the church was elaborately and beautifully 

decorated with roses, other flowers and ferns. These decora-

^Emma Wait to Mrs. Fred Wait, 1923.
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tions were frequently works of art which the grownups labor

ed many hours to oreate. Miss Ida Seems and her sister Mrs* 

Milly Jones have told how the Mitchellville church was trans

formed into a rose bower each year for that special day and 

the pictures of the interior are cherished by a number of 

the people.

Mitchellville was the site chosen by the Iowa Uni

versal ist Convention under the leadership of Uncle Tom 

Mitchell for launching a seminary for the education of boys 

and girls beyond the grade school in the days before there 

were public high schools.

February 16, 1871 the Board of Trustees met and 

chose their officers; Thomas Mitchell, president (appointed 

by the convention); J. R. Sage, Secretary; and J. D. Thompson, 

Treasurer; Land had been donated by Mr. Mitchell which they 

marketed to raise funds to make HMitchell Seminary” a real

ity.17 18

The corner stone of the Seminary building was laid 

July 4, 1872 and school was opened that fall on September 15, 

in rooms temporarily equipped for that purpose. They were 

in the new building, September 18, 1873. -There were seventy 

pupils enrolled that second year.1®

The building was made of brick and stone,

^eighty three feet by fifty feet, three stories high, 
of the composite order, Tit] cost the moderate sum 
of $25,000. The property of the Seminary is valued 
at $35,000. [They originally planned to build three 
buildings.]

17New Covenant. (Chicago), Feb. 28, 1871.

18Unlversallst Almanac & Register, Boston, 1874, p. 91.
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"To J. R. Sage. ...is due the credit of erecting 
such a fine building for so moderate a sum of money.
Indeed to him belongs the credit for raising most of 
the funds with which the building was erected and 
furnished. For two years he was the executive head 
of the school.

HThe school opened in September,1872, under the 
charge of the Rev. Le Grand Powers, A. M. as Principal.” 
[in 1874 the Rev. William Payne was the principal for 
one year.] "It prospered well till the effect of 
'hard times' closed its doors. In 1877, the Rev. A.
Vedder became its financial agent, and with the aid 
of the Rev. Mrs. Gillette and the generosity of Hon.
Thomas Mitchell the additional $5,000, necessary to 
lift the $10,000 mortgage was pledged in June}1878.

The Seminary was permanently closed in 1881 be

cause neither the State Convention nor the Individual Uni

versal! sts had the funds to maintain the high type of in

stitution which they desired. The indebtedness had been 

fatally large from the beginning. Also the day of the Sem

inary was waning with the establishment of the public high 

school in Mitchellville and the other localities In Iowa.

It had done a good work and those who had suffered most in

19Mltchellvllle Index. Oct. IS, 1926.
^Trustees for 1874

Hon. Thomas Mitchell, Pres.
Hon. J. D. Thompson, Treas.
Rev. J. R. Sage, Financial Secretary
Hon. M. L. Edwards
Hon. B. F. Gue
Rev. W. W. Merritt
Rev. A. J. Chapin

F. T. Upton, Esq.
E. H. Conger, Esq.

Board of Instruction
Rev. L. G. Powers, AB, Principal 
Mrs. E. D. Brown, Lady Principal 
Mrs. A. K. Powers 
Miss Ella A. Coe 
Miss Mary Aikens
(Universalist Almanac & Register, 1874)
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mind and money— — Thomas Mitchell and J. R. Sage-did not com

plain of their sacrifices.

It had never been intended as a college, for the 

Universalists had always given their support to Lombard Uni

versity in Galesburg, Illinois. A Mt. Pleasant boy, William

R. Cole, had been in the first graduating class in 1856.20 

Erasmus Manford remarked ten years later,

"The Lombard University is located in Galesburg; and 
although University* is rather a big name for such 
an institution.... the west is fond of high sounding 
names....it is an excellent school and is doing a 
great work. It combines an academy and college; its 
doors are open to both sexes, they have equal pri
vileges. This is as it should be. The old custom 
of educating girls and boys apart is all wrong. *21

It was the second institution of higher learning 

in the nation to open its doors to women on an equal basis 

with men. It became later on a co-educational college and 

served the middle western area throughout this period. Iowa 

contributed both funds and students to its support.

The Universalists in all the localities gave their 

support to community projects that were educational and cul

tural. No matter who the leaders might be they were eager 

that the young people have all possible advantages. In some 

localities they were leaders as well as ardent followers.

In Mt. Pleasant, Dr. William Chamberlain gave the books that

formed the nucleus for the Ladies Library Association and
»

which in modern times has become the Mount Pleasant City 20 2

20
Rev. W. R. Cole, Lombard Dav (pamphlet).

2i
Erasmus Manford, Twenty-Five Years in the West. Chicago, 

1867, p. 346.
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library.22

In July, 1896 Kendall Young bequeathed hie entire 

fortune "to the city of Webster City, Iowa, in trust to have 

and to hold the same in trust for the establishment and main

tenance of a free Public Library, in Webster City, Iowa 

which shall be free to all the people of Webster City.9 The 

"said library and reading room to be located on Seneca 

Street - upon some parts of lots one, two, three, four, Block 

numbers twenty-seven."

23
The amount of his estate in 1896 was #150,000.

The principal was invested by the Trustees largely in Iowa

land and estimated in 1943 to be approximately #500,000.

Two years after receiving the bequest the Kendall

Young library was opened to the public with eleven hundred

24
books on the shelves. Following the death of Mrs. Jane 

Young in 1903, a new building was erected and dedicated in 

September, 1905. By 1915 they housed ten thousand volumes, 

and an art room had been added and dedicated to the memory of 

Mrs. Young.25

There has been a conscientious effort to carry out 

Mr. Young* s design when he endowed this library to be an ac

tive factor in popular education, for the tenth clause of

22
G-rade Roberts, History of the Mount Pleasant Unlver- 

sallst Church Libraryt (Manuscript).

23
Charles Aldrich, Kendall Young; and the Kendall Young 

Library, pamphlet, p. 35.

84Ibld.. p. 45.
35
Ibid., pp. 46 & 47.
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section five of his will reads, "In the purchase of books and

reading matter for such library, it is my wish that such

books and reading matter shall be procured as shall be help-

26
ful and instructive to the mass of the people*"

He not only gave to the Universalist Church and 

the library, he also bequeathed a section containing seventy 

acres of timber land to the city which is now the Kendall 

Young Park# "The philanthropy and generosity which prompted 

Mr* Young to make this gift, and the benefits the community 

will derive therefrom, will cause generations untold, to

9*7
hold the name of Kendall Young in grateful remembrance*"

R. W. Terrill gave a plot of fifteen acres to the 

city of Manchester and $60,000 for its care# His residence 

in the plot was to be used after his death for an "Old 

Women’s Home"*^

Dr. J* P. Reichard gave to Mitohellville the city 

park which lies on the east side of the village^9 and Uncle 

Tom Mitchell gave the four acre plot in the northeast corner 

of the Seminary plat for cemetery purposes. Three Universal- 

ists were appointed by a town meeting held in the Universal- 

ist church to Incorporate the Mltchellville Cemetery Associ

ation. Since the town was incorporated in 1875 the cemetery

26 ~ 
Ibid*, p* 54*

27
Ibid., p. 62.

28
Annals of Iowa. 1925-27, Vol* 15, p. 555*

Conversation with Mrs. Charlotte Mason, Mltchellville,
la.

254

29



www.manaraa.com

has come into its possession. v

Many of the churches were opened to their communi

ties for the use of lecturers and musicians. Most of the 

lecturers were travelers or reformers. In Storm Lake in 

1882 a music convention was held in the church where a con- 

cert of sixty voices was p r e s e n t e d . T h e Cedar Rapids 

Society had purchased a new pipe organ in November*1878, and 

a month later Professor and Mrs. Louis Folk of Chicago used 

it in giving a concert in the city.^2

The two most frequently mentioned travel lecturers 

were the Universalist ministers, the Revs. J. P. Sanford and

B. F. Snook. In the newspapers of the era there are fre

quent accounts of the eloquent oratory of these two men.

The former became a Chs^auqua and Lyceum lecturer after leav

ing the ministry and so lectured on other themes than his 

European travels.

On Monday evening Col. J. P. Sanford lectured on 

"Paris and the War". "The people of Waverly were favored 

with a rare literary treat". Later that week the New Univer

salist church was dedicated by him, "the distinguished tra-

33veler, lecturer and preacher."

The following account appeared in the papers after

--- r“30
Mltohellville Index. Oct. 6, 1926.

31
Storm Lake Pilot. Aug. 31, 1882.

32
Cedar Rapids Standard. Nov. 28 & Dec. 19, 1878.

33
Waverly Republican. Dec. 22 & Dec. 29, 1870.
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Mr* Snook* s lectures in Steamboat Rock had Just closed.

“The course affords the richest intellectual treat en
joyed by our citizens for years. It is a real bless
ing to be able to sit for an hour or so and listen to 
his beautiful descriptive lectures. His ... Impressive 
manner of address is very pleasing and he seems to 
possess the power of carrying the listener with him, 
and as one who had viewed the scenes before, was simply 
acting as guide and instructor. Whether in the gay 
metropolis of Prance, in the land of Egypt by its mighty 
pyramids, traversing burning sands, climbing sacred 
mountains, exploring ancient ruins, or burled cities, 
treading ancient mosques, or standing by the holy 
sepulchre, in all you are with him. The emotions that 
fill his soul and stir his heart permeats the entire 
audience and each soul and heart swells back responsive 
answer. “34

It would seem that many Universal is ts were reform

ers and lent themselves, mind and hand to serve the causes 

in which they had faith. In an earlier period Uncle Tom 

Mitchell had operated an “Underground Railroad“ station at 

his home in Polk County, Iowa*

During this period many advocated Women* s Rights.

Mrs. Manford, the wife of the famous circuit rider and 

missionary in the West,was in the field, too, lecturing not 

on theology but on temperance, the elevation of women and 

general education. Her husband wrote,“Let women speak as 

well as man in the lecture-room, and even in the pulpit, let 

her speak on all subjects of human Interest. As she belongs 

to the human family she is as much interested as man in all 

Intellectual and moral subjects.“

That position on equality for women was one

34
Eldora Herald. Oct. 23, 1878.

35
Erasmus Manford, Twenty-five Years in the West.

Chicago, 1867, p. 273.
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recognized by the whole denomination, so there were women 

reform leaders as well as men. Also a goodly number of women 

ministers were in the field in Iowa working for their church, 

which recognized their abilities and capacities as indivi

duals.

The Rev. Marianna T. Folsom, a graduate of St. 

Lawrence University in I860,was for a short time pastor at 

Marshalltown and gave hundreds of woman suffrage lectures.

She and Lucy Stone held meetings in Massachusetts. She lec

tured on temperance, peace and woman suffrage during the 

latter part of the nineteenth century* Mrs. Nettie San- 

ford, the wife ofARev. J. P. Sanford, had an interest in the 

newspaper in Marshalltown, and was the author of a ~;H1 story 

of Marshall County * in 1867. In May, 1888, she was sent as 

the local delegate to a suffrage convention.c In December 

in 1897, Mrs. Laura M. Johns of Kansas was in Iowa Falls to 

direct the County Suffrage Convention in the Universalist 

church.

The members, the ministers and the churches were 

participants in the campaign. The State Convention repeated

ly went on record as supporting it. In Dubuque in 1883 the 

annual session adopted the following,"That every soul is a 

unit in God* s sight, and equally responsible to God and human 

law, we express our positive conviction that men should

36 ]
Universalist Leader (Boston), Feb. 20, 1909.

37 . •
Marshalltown Weekly Times Republican, May 22, 1888.
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hasten to extend the legal right of suffrage to women, of

38
which they have been so long unjustly deprived."

The temperance issue found crusaders in every 

locality in Iowa where there was a Universalist church. In 

Bloomfield in 1874, Leo Miller, a famous author, lectured in 

the churoh on the subject "Woman and Her Relation to the
•JtQ

Cause of Temperance." The Reverend Florence Kollock ad

dressed the Reform Club in Waverly on Temperance,and was her

self a member and the treasurer of the Blue Ribbon Club.

When she was leaving the city they wrote that they recognized

"that her residence in our midst has been one of 
general usefulness and Christian kindness toward hum
anity; and it being the universal verdict that her 
presence was calculated to scatter sunshine and happi
ness about the social circle; that in her noble work 
for the cause of temperance in our town and county she 
has been the means of lifting up many unfortunate vic
tims of rum to sobriety and usefulness."^0

About the same time the Rev. W. W. King, a most

talented speaker,lectured in the Universalist church in Eldora

on November 16th, 17th and 18th on temperance reform. His

themes were; "The Hour of Peril", "The Price of Dishonor", and

41
"The Way of Deliverance".

In Storm Lake, while the society was still known as 

the Liberal Christian Church their pastor, the Rev. B. F.

Snook, (a Universalist minister] addressed a union meeting in 

the Baptist church. All of the permanent and temporary seats 

38' '
Dubuque Daily Herald. Sept. 21, 1883.

39
Davis County Republican. (Bloomfield) Dec. 17, 1874.

40
Waverly Republican. Aug. 1, 1878.

41
Eldora Herald. Nov. 10, 1875.
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were filled and the standing room was occupied. wMr. Snook

dealt with the subject of intemperance in its religious,

moral and financial aspects. The lecture was one of the most

logical and sensible to which we have ever listened. There

was no cant and bombast about it, as is so often the case

with temperance lectures. He contended that the only way to

bring about true temperance reform was to educate the mass- 

42
es.w Universalists there were hosts in 1882 to another 

Union Temperance meeting where Mr. Thomas and Senator Robin

son were speaking for the amendment. [Mr. Robinson was a 

Universal 1st]43 Mary A. Livermore [a Universal 1st], and

Frances Willard were speakers in many points in Iowa, includ-

44
ing Marshalltown in December}1879. Somewhat later an ora

torical contest sponsored by the W.C.T.U. was also held in
4 5

the Universal1st church there#

Mr8. L. Q-. Johnson addressed an audience on prohi

bition in the Court House in West Union on Saturday and in
46

the Universal 1st church on Monday in the fall of 1893.

They were advocating not just temperanoe but legal prohibi

tion. Frank Camp stated that the Universalists were such 

belligerent and tenacious reformers that he was confident 

that they thereby antagonized others and so restricted and

4g 1 "
Storm Lake Pilot. Deo. 22, 1875.

43
Ibid., June 22, 1882.

44
Marshalltown Weekly-Republican. Deo. 10, 1879.

45
Iowa Times Republican (Marshalltown). April 3, 1896.

46
The Argo (West Union)>Oct. 17, 1693.
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isolated their membership. With due respect to a fine gentle

man and a keen observer, one may say that perhaps he failed 

to realize that they would not have been true to their reli

gious convictions if they had not crusaded for temperance.

The State Convention set forth their collective 

position in 1883 at Dubuque as; "That we will cordially co

operate with all earnest people in the great moral reforms

... of our times, and especially in the great and holy cause 

47of temperance."

The Rev. J. L. Everton of Osage, in speaking in 

his own church on temperance,reflects the typical Universal- 

ist attack upon the evil. Their theology is reflected in 

their reforming work. He said,"The great thought that must 

be taught in this world is that man and man alone has the 

making of his own heaven or his own hell, that man has the 

right to enjoy, if he will, the blessings and privileges of 

God today, or of cursing himself and leading himself into 

the most terrible miseries known to the human family." - He 

urged as had the Rev. B. F. Snook that they educate the young 

people to the great curse of intemperance.

The Rev. Mr. Lewellen of West Union protested in 

the 1890* s against the lack of Congressional leadership in 

general and stated his conception of the function of the 

liberal Christian ministry. His theme was "A National Force 

and Disgrace - Congress*.

47 ;
Dubuque Daily Herald. Sept. 21, 1883.
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"I do not concede that the duty of the progressive 
preacher ends when he has talked to people about their 
souls and the hereafter; there are other questions that 
demand their attention. I have no use for any reli
gion or doctrine that concerns itself only in getting 
me out of this world. The religion that Christ taught 
had to do with this world and in speaking of the King- 
dome of Heaven he said it was something we have with 
us on earth. The greater part of his teaching was in 
the line of showing people how to live here."

He went on to point out how ministers in the past had led in

denouncing such evils as slavery, and problems of capital and

labor.

"What we need is an honest set of legislators. Congress
men are merely peoples* delegates.... Congress was
called into session to relieve the people.... [They 
have been] Wrangling and filibustering for nearly three 
months... .Let us be manly enough to vote against men 
who betray them. I don* t care what a man* s politics 
may be so long as he is honest and earnest and for the 
good of the people."4®

Although Universalist laymen and ministers were 

among the first to come to Iowa,they had not won recognition, 

respect or tolerance from the so-called orthodox Christians 

by 1870. The religious debates continued until the eighties, 

and much sparring may be noted from the pulpits and news

paper columns; and continually the liberal communicants met 

discriminati on.

The editor of the Eldora Herald quoted the Rev. Mr. 

Gowdy as saying in a sermon in 1874, "We believe that God is 

a God of justice and that he will reward his creatures ac

cording to their works....We implore you to do good because 

it brings happiness in this world and greater glory in the

48 ; [
The Argo (West Union), Nov. 8, 1893.
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one to come; because the goodness of God to man merits our

love, our adoration, our service, our praise, our truest

worship.” Then the editor, a rather tolerant man, remarked,

"While we do not accept his doctrine, we must say that Mr.

Gowdy deals fairly and ably with his subjects, paying the

utmost respect to the opinions of others."^ During that

month in the winter of 1874-, there must have been considerable

controversy in Eldora because in March a news item recounts

that Rev. Mr. Blakely has been retained until the next meet-

inf of the Presbytery, "although there has been some feeling

on account of the reverend gentleman’s bigotry with regard

to the Universalists." This would seem to indicate a grow-

50
ing sense of tolerance on behalf of the laymen.

In 1876 Mr. W. L. Vestal, editor of the Storm Lake 

Pilot, and a member of the Liberal Christian Society, held 

a controversy in his paper with the Rev. Henry Brown, a 

Methodist from Alta. They discussed The Divinity of Christ,

The Atonement, The Existence of Hell and Heaven, Total De

pravity, Eternal Damnation and The Bible as God’s Revelation.

The presentation covered about two thirds of the front page 

and reached a large number of people, many of whom showed 

their interest by writing to the editor. One of these cor

respondents wrote, "I congratulate you on the stand you have 

taken for the cause of truth in opposition to the erroneous 

teachings of some of our orthodox ministers." Another wrote,

49
yEldora Herald. Feb. 24, 1874.

50
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"If those doctrines are true a candid discussion based on 

reason will not harm them.M Mr. Vestal had maintained that 

all Methodists did not in their hearts believe the creed 

they professed. Mr. Brown*s reply was typical of his period 

and group.

"But permit me to say that a man who will call in ques
tion the virtue of the Mother of our Lord; impeach the 
credibility of the Evangelists, accuse Peter of selling 
the Lord, and finally reject the Bible as a reliable 
revelation from God, is not a fit person to accuse 
Methodist ministers of duplicity. .... such accusations 
coming from one who entertains such sentiments are re
garded by us as complimentary."5-1*

The Rev. Dr. Rhea, a Methodist minister in Iowa 

Falls, published in the local paper an article on "What is 

Universal!sm and what are the arguments by which it is defend

ed?" Excerpts theijfrom were ; "Universalism is a system of 

Bible Interpretation which proposes to remove all danger of 

the soul of man of being finally lost in sin and suffering.

The main argument offered is that the mercy and justice of 

God will no allow any soul to be finally and hopelessly lost." 

He wrote that Jesus was sacrificed in vain if all men are to 

be saved, that God was cruel to appoint man to so much sin 

and suffering if he was going to Heaven anyway. "Many of ita 

followers CUniversal!stsj are exemplary, Godly men, at the 

same time ... it tends to lower the standard of piety .... 

weakens man* s sense of responsibility .... f ItJ has not been 

noted for reforming men. [ItJ does not grow rapidly any

where", that there was no responsibility for one to do what

Storm Lake Pilot. Feb. 16, 1876.
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5P
Gk>d would do anyway.

The Rev, B, F. Snook was the Universallst pastor 

and notice was given that he would reply to Mr. Rhea* s dis

course* hut the next issue of the newspaper did not carry the 

response,but the editors interpretation thereof, and stated 

that Mr. Snook never tried to disprove one of the main points 

of his opponent. Considering his varied and distinguished 

career as a minister and lecturer it would seem that this was 

a somewhat biased account.

Mrs. Ella Burleson of Webster City can recall many 

times her church was the object of discrimination. Orthodox 

ministers mentioned it from the pulpit and informed the Al

mighty what they thought ought to be done with the Universa- 

list church.

HAt one time a union service was being arranged by the 
local pastors and the Universal!sts were invited to 
join with the others, when the Baptist pastor, Rev. 
Bloogood, especially severe in his dentine! at ion, upset 
the plans by declaring flatly that if the other minis
ters were going to have softening of the heart he was 
not and consequently, the Universalists did not receive 
an invitation that year*.

"At one time a certain young doctor died in Dubu
que; his remains were sent here and the funeral services 
were to be held at the home of his sister, who was a 
member of the Congregational church. The doctor had 
been a Universallst, so his sister asked that pastor to 
officiate and invited her own pastor to assist. This 
he firmly declined to do, saying he would not serve in 
that capacity with a Universallst!

"The Methodists were not far behind with the cold 
shoulder in those years, and Mrs. Burleson recalled that 
at one time a reformed saloonkeeper coming to the city

52 — —
Iowa Fall3 Sentinel. Jaa. 24, 1894.

53 ' — — — — —
Ibid.. Feb. 7, 1894.
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as a pastor of the Methodist church issued his denunci
ation from the pulpit in the words that he *had come 
to the town to wipe out all saloonkeepers and Unlver- 
salists. *

"When revivals were in full blast, some evangel
ists tried to stir up feeling against the Universalists 
until some of the latter membership had cause to feel 
that the revivalists were inspired by, and were creat
ing something other than religious zeal*1,54

The orthodox people of Webster City in the latter 

part of the century

"could not imagine a real religion that left out the 
hell-fire and brimstone, and preached a gospel of love 
and forgiveness. Not all the pastors and evangelists 
of Orthodox churches in this city, however, were of 
the same mind, and at one time a series of union re
vival meetings were planned, in which the evangelist 
found after his arrival upon the scene that all but 
the Universalists were to be invited to participate.
To the surprise of the orthodox ones he refused to 
have anything to do with the idea unless the'more 
liberal body were invited to participate. Therefore, 
they were invited, and they did participate in the 
meetings.

"Herbert Quick, the great Iowa novelist in his 
wonderful story, 1 The Hawkeye*, speaks of the early day 
Universalist pastor taking for his example Cand using 
his namej Rev. fMr.l Snook, Mrs. Burleson*s father, '
who was the founder and pastor of the Universalist 
church of Steamboat Rock. In the novel he calls it a 
Unitarian church. Mr. Quick*s words are, that it was 
a thing of shame not unmingled with danger, to have 
much to do with the Universalists in that day. The in- 

* tollerance of the time is shown in the epithet *The 
fire Insurance office* which was frequently given to 
the church in which the doctrine of love was preached.M®°

Mrs. Ward M. Allen wrflter "My grandmother was a 

very ardent Universalist and I well remember her talking a 

great deal about religion. There seemed to be cjiite a bit 

of verbal controversy between our denomination and the Meth-

^Webster City Dally News. June 16, 1924.

55ibia.

56ibia.
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odists of Castalia. My grandmother took Issue with their

‘hell-fire* doctrine and they in turn looked down upon the

57
Universalists as little better than heathen.”

Mr. Frank E. Foster recounts an occurrence in the

latter part of the century in Iowa Falls that was frequently

repeated elsewhere. A County Sunday School Convention was

held and there was a parade of children from the Protestant

churches. ”Those in charge refused to let the Universal!st

58
children march in the parade. Shades of Salem!”

In 1895 the Universalist Young Peoples Christian

Union was a member of the Mount Pleasant City Union. At one

session when the Universalist representative was absent; they

were disfellowshipped. The Presbyterian young people sent a

delegation to tell the Y.P.C.U. that they were not in sym-

59
pathy with the action. These discriminations against 

young people and children were the hardest for the adults to 

accept.

Miss Louise Hering tells how ahe and her sister 

Carrie were refused letters of transfer from the Congrega

tional church in Charles City when they wished to Join the

60
Universalist Society there.

. 57

Mrs. Ward M. Allen, Ossian, Iowa to Elva Tucker,
Cedar Falls, Iowa, May 16, 1943.

58
Frank E. Foster, Iowa Falls, Iowa, to Elva Tucker,

Cedar Falls, Iowa, April 22, 1943.
59
First Universalist Church. Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. Y.P.C.U. 

Secretary* s Record (no page numbers]*.
60
Interview with Miss Louise Hering,a resident of 

Charles City, Iowa.
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The editor of the Men Chester Press wrote In 1943

that

MIt was considered scandalous by the Methodists, Bap
tists and even by the early Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists, that a religious organization should deny 
the existence of a literal hell, in the face of plain 
scriptural injunction, precept and example. The preach
ing of hell fire was an especial prerogative of the 
Methodists, with the Baptists not far behind in thund
ering denunciations upon the sinner and assuring him of 
an everlasting plunge into the seething satanic flames*
The Universalists, however, stuck to their guns and con
sumed carloads of paper and mountains of sermons in de
fense of their belief."®^

Occasionally, men of other religious denominations 

were tolerant and as time passed they gradually became more 

broad minded; which was much appreciated by the liberals in 

Iowa. Such notices as the following reveal more tolerance 

than many other items published in the eighties* The Univer- 

salist group in Marshalltown had purchased the Episcopalian 

church after the mortgage had been foreclosed. The Episco

palian Bishop Perry had been in the city to see what could be 

accomplished in the interest of the local parish. The editor 

wrote, HWe heartily with our Episcopal brethren might save 

their beautiful building and perpetuate their church organi

zation.... we have not a word to say against our Universa- 

list brethren. If they think they are on the right track,
go

we bid them God-speed in every effort to make men better.”

Most of the intolerance was expressed toward 

Universalists as a group for their religiuos beliefs and not 

as individuals. Frequently they are spoken of as Hexemplary 

61
The Manchester Press. April 8, 1943.

Marshalltown Weekly Republican. Feb. 25, 1880.
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Godly men" .... Frank Gamp spoke of several individual mem

bers as fine persons, of good family, well respected by the 

community In Bloomfield in the winter of 1875 there had 

been some rowdyism at a Universal!st mask festival. The local 

newsjpaper printed some of the controversy and then remarked 

that MThe fact that some of the best people in this town or 

county belonged to that church is admitted and we say again 

that no fair-minded man would think of casting any reproach 

upon them.” At the same time in Storm Lake, the Rev. J. W. 

Hanson wrote^A number of the most prominent and excellent 

people are of our faith.” Mrs. Ella Burleson when speaking 

of the Webster City church in the nineteenth century said 

”People, who were prominent and influential in the business, 

financial and social life of the town were members.”®® In 

every parish the membership was largely from the professional 

classes such as doctors, lawyers and teachers and the prosper

ous middle class of business and farming. Most of those who
and

migrated to this state during this periodAwho were Universa- 

lists,came from the eastern seaboard states, and the majority 

of the names of the members were of British extraction#

The Universalists felt keenly the intolerance of the 

other denominations. A daughter of one of the members in

West Union said the consistent religious and social discrimi-

—  _  ■

Interview with Frank Camp, West Union. Iowa.
64 ,
Davis County Republican (Bloomfield), Dec. 23, 1875.

65
Storm Lake Pilot. Nov. 24, 1875.

66
Webster City Dally News. June 16, 1924#
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nation against them disheartened the less valiant members 

and limited their membership to those who could and would 

face it because of their convictions. Louise Hering of 

Charles City revealed a similar situation there. Theis was 

doubtless true in many communities throughout Iowa. Only 

the fellowship of kindred minds and souls and the solace and 

inspiration of their church was compensation for the subtle 

ostracism and persecution.

However, suffering from intolerance they did not 

themselves become intolerant toward other churches. The 

Mitchellville church housed the congregations of all the 

other denominations until they had built meeting houses of 

their oturn. Mrs. Louis Tucker, (my grandmother) an English 

Methodist minister’s daughter, first heard a Universalist 

sermon when acting as organist for the Methodists in the Uni

versalist church where she was invited to assist in the Univer

salist services in that capacity. She and her husband became
an

interested and later joined the liberal sect.

At Eldora in 1873 Warren Chase discoursed on

68
Spiritualism in the Universalist church, which was open to 

anyone who wished to express honest convictions. In Marshall

town the church was used by that same group, which appears to 

have been quite unpopular. The building at New Sharon was 

erected because their minister had been refused the pulpit of 

one of the orthodox churches. The platform on which they

67 ' ---
Interview with her son, Herbert Tucker.

68
Eldora Herald, Dec. 16, 1873.
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erected the church "was that ifc should be forever equally 

free to all denomination." So this sect that sought 

truth, for itself, granted to all men, /the privelege of seek

ing truth however, wherever, or whenever they conscient

iously desired to search. Their churches were.open to all 

sincere believers or truth seekers, whether or not they agreed 

with Universalist theology.

Not all communities were equally intolerant* As

70
early as 1873 union services were held in the Eldora church* 

About twenty years later the editor of the Eldora Herald was 

very irate over the narrow attitude of one of the orthodox 

ministers, a Rev. Mr. Pye, whom he designated as "not only an 

intolerant bigot but a stirrer-up of strife," because he 

preached a vigorous sermon protesting an article about the 

Rev. B. F. Snook which was a reprint from the War saw Wiscon

sin E x c h a n g e H e  went on to point out that he was "the only 

minister in town who is everlastingly pounding the people of 

another denomination." The article under fire read as fol

lows,

"At the M. E. Church last Sunday evening Ethel Rev.
B. F. Snook, of the Universalist church of this city 
preached to a large and deeply interested audience In 
response to an invitation tendered him by the pastor,
Ethel Rev. Enoch Perry. This is an event worthy of 
notice as it is the first time such a courtesy has been 
extended to a Universalist clergyman in our city. It 
is a new departure in an intelligent direction, in
dicating a healthy moral tendency to elevate true wor
ship and Christian character above oreed ih the scale

69 ~
History of Mahaska County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1878,

p« 512. 7

7°Eldora Herald. Oot. 10, 1873.
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of fellowship. Rev. [ Mr.] Snook* s sermon was on *The 
Conflicts of Life1, was ably presented, full of prac
tical common sense and abounding in charity and good 
will to all, a feature for which his discourses are 
justly famous and popular «*•• Increase such religion 
and men will cease to be infidels*

It would seem that in both Iowa Falls and in Warsaw some of 

the people were becoming more broad minded and tolerant of 

those with differing religious faiths* It was a forecast 

of the twentieth century trend*

Every parish had its leaders, many of whom were 

outstanding men in their communities and some of whom were 

leaders in the affairs of the state. About many of them 

very little record has been made except a brief account of a 

few of their activities. A host of them were devout, 

courageous, earnest, hard working, God-fearing men and wo

men who will remain unsung to the end of time* Many of the 

outstanding ones have been mentioned in the stories of their 

own parishes* Some like S. J. Oldfield, C. L* Henney, A. T. 

Weatherwax, Nathan P eckham, Seymour Goodspeed, Pascal 

Whitney, A. P. Fogg, James Toy, Dr. Timothy Masoh, J* A*

Dean, Dr. Heald, Jacob Loy and Luke Roberts were pillars of 

strenght in their own churches and highly respected citizens 

in their own communities. Kendall Young and Thomas Mitchell 

gave generously to their community as well as to their par

ish. G. S. Robinson, R. W. Tirrlll and Hon. J. H. Funk were 

prominent lawyers serving in the Iowa senate. These indivi

duals, chosen from many to give a glimpse of the type of

-j , —

Iowa Falls Sentinel. Sept. 23, 1896.
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leaders in this liberal group were representative of many 

left unnamed*

Jacob Loy was born in Ohio and moved finally to 

Clarinda, Iowa where he and Phoebe Tillman reared seven 

children. wHe is plain of speech and manner, firm in his 

convictions and is not afraid to express his opinions. His 

thirty-five years residence here have won him hundreds of 

warm friends* "

Judson R. Crary came to Boone in 1867. He

taught school, was an accountant and hardware merchant. He

7 ̂
Hwas a man whom to know was to respect and honor. n 

Charles Tucker was a Civil War veteran, who served at Gettys

burg and with Sherman at Chattanooga and on the famous March 

to the Sea. He taught school for many years after going to

Boone from New York. He was always courteous and obliging;

74
honorable and straightforward. James Harker was one of 

charter members of the Liberal Christian Society and later 

of the Universal 1st Church of Storm Lake. wOur friend who 

has gone was a strong man. He was firm in his convictions 

and always spoke positively. He was a man upon whom younger 

men could lean.n • ••• He

"was a pure minded man. ... over a period of nine 
years, we never heard him speak an indecent word or 
utter a profane oath. He never indulged in idle 
gossip. ... He was a total abstainer from strong

72
Biographical History of Page County. Iowa. Chicago 

1890, p. 555.

^^Hlstory of Boone County. Iowa. Chicago, 1914.
Tol. II, p. 40. 74

74Ibld., ..Vol. II, p. 575.
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drink* ... Surely his was an exemplary life. ... To
ward all forms of man*s beliefs he had patience and 
charity. ... For himself, he was satisfied with the 
mild and benignant theories of the Universal!st faith 
and was therefore a member in good standing of that 
church at the time of his death. Largely tolerant of 
the opinions of others he often said during his sick
ness, *When I am dead invite all the preacher^* to my 
funeral*

"Ira Burbank was b o m  in Bethel, Vermont, May 2,
1804. Silenda Billings was born in Hartford, Vermont, 
March 6, 1807. Th^were married at Bethel, March 6, -
1833. After a fifty year residence at Bethel, during 
which time Mr. Burbank was one of her most active 
citizens, they emigrated to Iowa in 1855 arriving in 
West Union, June 3. In the fall of the same year they 
purchased a farm in Richland (now Bethel) township and 
moved there. In the following year there was a large 
emigration to Iowa and still further westward, and so 
many calls were made upon their hospitality that they 
finally established the * Vermont House* a sort of half
way hostelry between West Union and the next village 
many miles west. Here they prospered abundantly, Mr. 
Burbank was postmaster at Bethel until his return to 
town in the fall of 1866. Here the aged couple lived 
in happiness and contentment until Mr. Burbank*s death 
in 1877. His companion survived him six years, dying 
in the fall of 1883. Both believed in the Universal 
salvation of mankind.H

It was they who bequeathed the money for the Universal 1st

church building which was erected in West Union in 1888 and

76
in whose memory it waslfiedicated.

R. W. Tirrill, bora in New York, moved to Man

chester in 1856. He was the County Superintendent of schools

for four years and on the school board for twenty-one years.
\

He and his wife attended the University of Iowa and were the 

oldest students attending in 1893. She studied English 

literature, French and German. He studied law and was

7 5

Storm Lake Pilot. July 12, 1883.
76
The Argo (West Union), Dec. 19, 1888.
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admitted to the bar in 1894*

When Pascal Whitney passed away the church at Osage

passed this resolution honoring one of their charter members*

"That the church, in the death of Pascal Whitney, has 
lost one of its purest and most honored members; that 
society has lost an example which the world would do 
well to copy; that- our citizens have parted with a 
friend whose lips spoke no guile; and that his family 
has parted with a benefactor, whose character was un
sullied, and whose memory is fragrant and whose loss 
is inestimable*

The Waterloo Society resolved,"That in the death 

of Bro* Weatherwax our church and Society have parted with a 

valuable officer and member, a most exemplary citizen, and 

an ardent, honest and sincere friend. 57

Much was written of M. L. Edwards and Dr* Chamber-

lain and their work in Mount Pleasant in an earlier chapter*

Another splendid type of Universalist was Father Schreiner,

who was born in Bavaria, enlisted in the Polish army because

he wished to serve the cause of liberty. He came to

America in 1833 and lived until the close of the century in

Mount Pleasant* The church secretary wrote,

"that in the death of Bro. Schreiner, this church has 
lost a member whose devotion to our faith is a pre
cious memory of steadfastness, loyalty and zeal, and 
while his face shall be seen among us no more, the 
church is yet blessed with the influence of his high 
character, his independent honest manhood, and with the 
example of a good life well spent, and preserved by the 
eternal beneficence to a ripened old a g e ."80

History of Delaware County. Iowa. Chicago, 1914,
Vol. 2. p. 61.
£ ^F^rgt Universal!st Church of Osaffe. Iowa. Secretary1 s
_ecor^ o * , p.

Universal!st Church & Society of Waterloo. Iowa.Se&re*W* 
Record, vox* I* p* Yb*
-----50

First Universal!st Church of Mount Pleasant. Iowa.
Secretary * 8 Record. Vol* 2. p. 59.
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And of George Throop they said "His long and 

faithful services in the cause of a rational and liberal 

religion, his earnest, gentle and honest life, exemplify

ing in dally conduct his faith in deed as the fitting ex-

#»81
pression of his creed.”

* Thomas Mitchell was born in Claremont, New Hamp shire, 
March 3, 1816, and was therefore over seventy eight 
years of age at the time of his death .... He came 
west in search of a permanent home in 1839, -and first 
located in St. Charles County, Missouri, but remained 
there only until the following March, when he removed 
to Fairfield, Iowa, where he remained until the early 
spring of 1844, when he came to Polk County, arriving 
April 14, 1844. That was more than a year before the 
land now embraced within Polk County was offered for 
settlement, in accordance with the later treaty sti
pulations with the Sac and Fox Indians.

"He obtained a permit from Captain Allen command
ing officer of Fort Des Moines, to make a land claim 
and cultivate it, provided he would build a bridge 
over the creek, an important thing, as it was on the 
direct trail from Keokuk and Iowa City to Fort Des 
Moines and in the spring and fall the stream was im
passible. "83

"The new home was established in a log cabin, 
erected by 1 Uncle Tom* himself, near the later Mitchell- 
ville [whioh he platted] and was called Apple Grove, 
in recognition of the numerous wild apple trees grow
ing in that vicinity. The family consisted of the 
husband, wife and two children and an adopted daughter, 
and for three months after arriving there Mrs. Mitchell 
did not see the face of another white woman. The base 
of supplies was then at Fairfield, one hundred miles 
away, and Mr. Mitchell was frequently compelled to be 
on the road for supplies, leaving Mrs. Mitchell and 
the children at home with no other neighbors than the 
Indians; but Uncle Tom was friendly with the Indians 
as with other people, and his family was never dis
turbed by them, though of course the latter were held 
somewhat in subjection by the U. S. troops at Fort 
Des Moines, some twelve miles distant.

81Ibld., Vol. 2, p. 95.
DO

Clipping from the Des Moines Register. 1894. 85
85H1story of Polk County. Inwa. Des Moines, 1908, pp.5-15.
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"The greater trail from the East to the always 
still greater West passed by the Mitchell home at 
Apple G-rove, the nearest settlement eastward being 
at Bear G-rove, near-the present site of Marengo*
All travelers found unbounded hospitality in the 
home of 1 Uncle Tom* Mitchell and the result was 
that his double log cabin soon became Mitchell 
Tavern1 and still later became famous from the 
Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean as a place 
where the weary could rest and the hungry be well 
fed. During the rush to California in 1849, 'Uncle 
Tom' fed over seven thousand teams and was compell
ed to haul a considerable portion of the feed from 
Fairfield, the few farmers in this region at that 
time not being able to raise a sufficient surplus 
to supply the new settlers. Many of the first 
settlers of Des Moines ate their first meal in Polk 
County in 'Uncle Tom's* cabin home and never have 
been more graciously treated anywhere."

A. C. Bondurant, the founder of the town of Bon- 

durant, said^

"When he came to Polk County he had neither money nor 
credit. He could neither borrow money nor buy the 
necessities with which to farm; Mr. Mitchell, trusted 
him. He loaned him two hundred and fifty dollars....
It is scarcely to be wondered at that they were warm 
friends during all the days of their acquaintance."®4

"'In the early days' said Billy Moore 'when a 
snow storm came we young folks, Hoyt Sherman, Mr. Tid 
....Mr. Casady and a lot more of us would hustle out, 
get out a wood sled - sleighs were not in fashion - 
and picking up a fiddler, would start in Cthej early 
evening for Uncle Tommy Mitchell's.... We never sent 
any notice, but, getting there at seven o'clock or so 
would soon have possession of the house. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mitchell would join the rest of us in a good old- 
fashioned dance and at midnight would serve us a 
supper that it makes my mouth water now to think 
of "85

"Welcoming so many people to new homes in the 
country and gaining a personal interest in them 'Uncle 
Tom' has always been a leading man in the county and 
taken an active interest in the school, courts, poli
tical and social affairs. He was elected the first

- ! 1
Des Moines Register Clipping. 1894. 85

85Newspaper clipping, source unknown, found among the 
Mitchellville Church Records.
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sheriff in the county in April 1846, There were 
one hundred seventy-five votes cast at that elect
ion which is an indication of the population of 
the county two years after 1 Uncle Tom1 had located 
his home at Apple Grove. CHis home was the first 
polling place. ] He represented Polk and Jasper 
Counties in the first session of the legislature 
held in Des Moines and was elected senator from 
this county in 1 8 7 3 .”96 «He laid out the town of 
Mitchellville in 1867 and became a resident there
of, founded and built a seminary, which for many 
years was a flourishing school, [until] ....over
shadowed by the [public] schools in Des Moines.'
[It] was sold to the state and transformed into 
the present Industrial School for girls. He also 
helped to organize the Universalist Church and 
erected a meeting house.”9? wHe filled numerous 
official positions and places of trust and was 
faithful in all of them as he was in all the affairs 
of life."88

wThomas Mitchell may be justly recorded as the 
god-father of Polk County. His generous, humanitar
ian heart embracing all men and all things. His 
very face was a smile. Everybody called him 1 Uncle 
Tommy* or *Uncle Tom.*"89 **He has left his impress
ion upon the history [of Polk County] more generally 
than any other man, and no other resident has ever 
been so generally loved and respected. His home has 
been at the service of the public for nearly all of 
the over fifty years that he had a home in the 
county. The poor black man found a resting place 
there, and food and supplies for the onward Journey, 
in the days when those of darker skins followed the 
North Star in their journey toward freedom across 
Iowa. He lived and looked on the moral side of 
every public question, and labored energetically for 
the best possible government with an energy that 
never compromised with a wrong. Always energetic 
and outspoken, and with a frankness that won con
fidence, he was always anxious to aid the unfortunate, 
and strengthen the helpless, and aid in every good 
work that would make life better and happier for all.
He lived the good man* s life and has entered into 
the good man* s reward. **

®8Clipping from Des Moines Register. 1894. 
e7History of Polk County. Iowa, op. cit.QQ — — —  —— —

Clipping, Des Moines Register. 1894.

^History of Polk County. lows, op. cit.

^Clipping, Des Moines Register. 1894.
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^Politically, he was a Whig and an Abolition
ist from birth. Religiously, he was a devoted Uni- 
versalist, but his humanitarian spirit embraced 
all creeds. He loved a Methodist or Presbyterian 
as fervently as a Universalist. He gave largely 
and cheerfully to all denominations for, like Abou 
Ben Adhem, he loved his fellowman.

"Socially his whole life was a benefaction to 
the county and the state. He made everybody about 
him....happier and better. The darkest night, the 
most tempestuous storm, the most piercing cold, 
could not prevent him from serving his friends, and 
they were numberless, for he touched human life in 
Polk County in all its phases. For half a century 
his counsel was sought by leading men in the state 
in matters of public import, so widely known was 
his probity and honor. He was once wealthy, but he 
built and equipped school houses, employed teachers, 
built churches, gave to good objects large sums, 
in fact his whole life was a charity to do good.
Through an unfortunate investment, he lost heavily, 
and died poor in worldly effects, but the richest 
man whose name is on the death roll of the county 
or state.... rich in true riches, an unsullied name 
and possessing the reverence and affection of the 
people with whom he lived.

Judge Wright said/’Tom Mitchell was an exempli

fication of the fact that nothing is so good as goodness 

itself. Ibrn Mitchell was goodness." In all the years that 

the judge knew him he had never heard him utter an oath or 

an unclean word. He was a total abstainer from liquor and 

tobacco and when Mitchellville was platted out it was made 

a condition of every deed that no intoxicating liquors 

should be sold on the premises.

The church inscribed this memorial

"He was the actual founder and life-long friend and 
supporter of this church. Its faith was the main
spring of his noble life. We as individuals have 
been particularly blessed by the sunshine of his 
genial personality. We have been guided by his

Ql
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mature judgement. We have been enriched by his 
magnanimous spirit. He daily incarnated the Golden 
Rule. In prosperity he was not elated; in adversity 
he was not cast down; in both he trusted in Divine 
Providence and loved his fellowmen. Invariably 
returning good for evil, he was friend and helper 
of every worthy cause. Choosing his home in these 
broad prairies while yet the Indian claimed them as 
his own, Brother Mitchell welcomed each pioneer up
on his arrival, while he retained the confidence and 
friendship of the Indian tribes. A great state own
ed him as a benefactor. Thousands claimed him as 
friend and brother. His life is abundantly written 
in the history of Iowa."92

[C. L. Henney, Clerk.*]

Kendall Young, who bequeathed both the library

and a park to the city of Webster City was another of God* s

noblemen on the frontier. Few who knew him as

"the quiet and equable President of the First National 
Bank....would suppose that he had ever led the rough 
life of a sailor *on the desolate, briny sea,* of 
a soldier in the service of his country, of a miner 
in the early days of California, or of a pioneer in 
the settlement of Northwestern Iowa; but he bore an 
active part in these capacities, notwithstanding 
the very different life he has lived in Hamilton 
County, for almost a generation. His varied career 
illustrates the character of the best class of Yankee 
boys who start out in youth to make their way in life 
and win a competence. His only capital was a cool 
and clear brain, excellent health, courtesy and kind
ness toward all, patience to bide his time, and de
termination and perseverance which never flagged.

He was born in Eden, Maine, reared on a farm, 

attended a rural school until he was sixteen; he saw two 

months service in "The Aroostook War" under Capt. Nash of 

the Maine militia, for which he received a land warrant 

for 120 acres, which he chose in Hamilton County four miles 

from Webster City and named appropriately, "The Aroostook

92Taken from a clipping pasted in the Secretarial Record 
Book of the Unlversallst Church of Mltchellville. Iowa.

95Charles Aldrich. Kendall Young and the Kendall Young 
Library, pamphlet, p. 15.
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Farm.1,94

He sailed before the mast to the West Indies, 

England and the east coast of the United States. He engaged 

for a short interval in merchandising with fishermen, then 

came to Wisconsin in 1847. In two years the gold rush came 

and he drove an ox team across the plains, making the trip 

in seven months. He washed for gold at Mormon Island in 

the American River for two and one half years. His moder

ate success laid the foundation for his modest fortune.

He returned to Wisconsin but moved to Rookton, Illinois; 

Albion and Irvington, Iowa before permanently locating in
Q K

Webster City in 1859. He first engaged in merchandising.

His friends have heard him tell this story of his experi

ences during a panic; "Frequently he would go to his store 

in the morning, build a fire, sweep out, remain until noon, 

and then lock up and go to dinner, without having served 

a single customer or had one enter the store."9^ Later he 

had his share of business and prospered.

At the time of the Spirit Lake Massacre in 1857 

while he was living at Irvington,many of the settlers fled. 

"Mr. Young and his associates sawed four inch planks and 

made a fort with bastions at the corners, settling the 

plank in the ground upon end." The women were sent away 

and the men took turns doing sentinel duty until the danger 

had passed.9^

94Ibid.. p. 15.Q K---- 9 C
°Ibld. , pp. 18-30.
9%bld., p. 30.
9'̂Ibld., p. 30.
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HMr. Young was not of an excitable nature. He was 
cool and deliberate at all times and under all cir
cumstances. His opinions were slowly formed, but 
once formed he was slow to abandon them. He was 
open and direct in all his dealings, and despised 
trickery and duplicity.w98

"It was his character as a man however that 
most commends him to us. In the purity of his life, 
his quiet independence, his freedom from all sham 
and pretense, his clear, good judgement, his genuine 
manliness, his kindly nature, his practical common 
sense, his self-control, his rectitude in all the 
relations of life...*he presented a striking example 
of a strong and sturdy New England character, as de
veloped by his active life in the West which to an 
unusual degree commanded the confidence and respect 
of his fellowmen..•.

"He was an active member of the Universalist 
Church, and in his daily life he exemplified the 
essential elements of a Christian character.”99

At his funeral in 1896 his pastor, Dr. Amos Crum, 

spoke the following eulogy.

"Kendall Young was the gift of New England to our west
ern life. His morals were the morals of New England.
His industry was the industry of New England character.
His prudence was born of the thoughtfulness, the self 
control, the patience and the faith of New England.
His career extended over a period of seventy-six years 
with the experience that came in a long career. Under 
these western skies he, of course, broadened his views 
and enriched his character; but his inheritances were 
of the eastern coasts. Some of his memories and 
journeyings were of the sea but whether on land or sea, 
he was guided by those beacon lights of character which
shine through the moral nature.....His untarnished
name, his record with no blot of evil upon it, is 
proof that in him wisdom and prudence were combined.
He was temperate in all things. He exacted of himself 
and of others that discipline which earns success.
His circumstances, his worldly means Increased, but 
his friendship, his tastes, his modesty, remained un
changed.

MIn religion it was his to love the broader view, 
the more kindly hope. For this he did much. He was 98

98Ibld.. p. 32.
"ibid.. p. 33.
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for years foremost in that group of liberal, far
sighted men who founded and sustained the church 
which represents his convictions and his hopes# His 
memory will be cherished there while memory remains 
to those who knew him.H1̂ 0

Dr# William Chamberlain of Burlington and Mt. 

Pleasant, whose life story was told in chapter two, was a 

man somewhat like "Uncle Tom** Mitchell and Kendall Young 

in that they were generous humanitarians. Nearly every 

locality had a saintly patriarch in pioneer days beloved 

and respected by all# Many of these were Universalists 

living their creed of man1 s brotherhood. Whether they 

were humanitarians because of their religious convictions 

or in spite of them or Universalists because of their human 

sympathies, they were notable men and because of them their 

faith and their church came to win an often grudging re

cognition. Most orthodox people believed that Universalism 

encouraged sin because it taught the final salvation of all 

men (overlooking the just retribution for sin) but such 

Godly lives inspired respect for the members if not for the 

creed#

The ministers who served Iowa from 1870 to 1900 

were as varied as the men found in any other walk of life. 

Seldom, however, was there even a hint that, despite their 

varying personalities^they lacked devotion to the liberal 

creed. Some were doubtless average, others above the average 

in ability>because to be a liberal in those days was a chall

enge to moral courage and intellectual integrity and sagacity.

10°ibia., pp. 34-35.
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Their followers would not tolerate anything but the best 

and criticism by orthodox adversaries would tend to eliminate 

the incompetents. A prerequisite of liberalism is a breadth 

and depth of culture and outlook that is not necessary to 

those who merely preach a doctrineaccepted on authority.

Herbert Quick spoke of the Rev. B. F. Snook, once pastor 

at Steamboat Rock, as a typical Universalist pastor of his 

day, saying that he Represented a higher plane of culture 

than was often encountered in the early life of this state.®1- 

About many of them little is known to help toward 

a clear picture of them as individuals. There was Prof.

John Clarence Lee, a cultured, genial college professor; the 

Rev. John Edward Keyes,a dynamic preacher and talented sing

er; kindly, poetical Father Q-owdy; three gifted, beloved and 

devoted women ministers^ Fidelia Gillette, Mary Garard, and 

Augusta J. Chapin; the zealous Jasper Everton, the diligent 

Isa A. Eberhart, the valiant L. F. Porter who struggled al

ways against ill health; the active challenging Florence 

Kollock; the pioneering W. W. Merritt and Father Ballinger 

and the faithful W. A. Pratt. Perhaps the two best known 

throughout the state because of their missionary activity 

on behalf of the Iowa State Convention were the universally 

admired and respected B. F. Snook and Amos Crum. Perhaps a 

few brief glimpses into the lives of a few of these would 

illustrate the type of clerical leadership the church had 

in this middle period.

•̂01Webster City Daily News. June 16, 1924.
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When Rev. L. F. Porter presented his resignation

the Waterloo parish resolved,

"that it is with grateful hearts we acknowledge how 
much we are indebted to Brother and Sister Porter 
for the pretty church in which we worship, for the 
many who have been won to our faith and fellowship 
by their faithful and earnest preaching#

"Resolved that we would bear willing testimony 
to the good they have done to our cause in the State 
at large by the salutary and helpful influence of 
their Christian teaching and example, also that by 
the same they have so generally won the respect and 
esteem of our citizens, and in a large measure re
moved much of the popular prejudice against our de
nomination. "102

"Rev. fJ.C.J Lee is greatly loved and esteemed 
by the people of this church!Mount Pleasant!. He 
preached first for us December 14, 1890 and every 
two weeks since, except during summer vacations and 
when he has sent occasional supplies. He has received 
thirty members into the church and dedicated twenty- 
five children and left us in much better condition 
than he found us."10*5

The same parish r ecorded we "tender our sincere 

thanks to Brother Keyes for his faithful and devoted service 

during the series of meetings held here, also for the beauti

ful singing, which was an inspiration to all who heard 

it. "104 When he was pastor in Marshalltown he >4fss spoken of 

as addressing "a splendid audience in his well known manner." 

While there,he was invited to address the Iowa Agricultural 

College at Ames.105

Of B. F. Rogers, once State Missionary^ the Mt.

Pleasant parish wrote, "As pastor of this church he endeared

102Unlversalist Church & Society of Waterloo" Ipwa. Sec
retary’s Record. Vol. 1M p. 178. l

lQ5Flrst Unlversalist Church of Mount Pleasant. Iowa. 
Secretary^ Record. Vol. 2. p. 55.

104Ibld»r p. 39.

105Iowa Times Republican (Marshalltown) Jul.v 27. Sect.
14, 1893. J
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himself to our people by his generous nature, broad charity, 

many good works, his zeal for faith and his kindly atten

tion. ”106

In speaking of Miss Florence Kollock the Blue Ribbon 

Club wrote,"that her residence in our midst has been one of 

general usefulness and Christian kindness toward humanity; 

and it being the universal verdict that her presence was 

calculated to scatter sunshine and happiness about the social 

circle." They spoke repeatedly of her "kindness, gentleness 

and noble spirit.*10?

In April of the following year

"Efforts were being made to have Rev. Miss Kollock back 
here again the coming summer and to this end parties 
are around for the purpose of finding out how much 
salary they can offer the lady. We sincerely trust 
those able to do so will contribute liberally, for 
Miss Kollock is a most valuable member to any city, 
and one that will do great good wherever she locates.*108

Of the Rev. Mr. Lewellen The Argo editor wrote^He 

was a deep student and thinker and a man thoroughly posted 

on theological matters of the day. The family will be great

ly missed from the social circles of the city and all will 

join *The Argo1 in wishing them abundant prosperity in the 

new home.*109

When the Rev. Mr. Adams closed his pastorate in

the church in Marshalltown this notice appeared in the paper.

"He is an able man and it will be hard to find his equal in

106First Universalist Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. Sec
retary* s~l^ra7'Tol.~"2:5§7------------------’ ---- ’ ---

l°?Waverl.v Republican. Aug. 1, 1878.
108Ibld.. April 3, 1879.
109irhe Argo (West Union), May 16, 1894,
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point of real ability and fearless intellectual and moral 

courage. "HO

"Mr. Ballou (J. W.} is a man of ability and a 

sociable gentleman and we regret to hear that he is going 

to leave Waverly.

When the Rev. Augusta Chapin was ill and knowing 

that she must have complete rest to recover, she presented 

her resignation to the Iowa City parish, this was their res

ponse.

"The members of the congregation and parish of the 
First Universalist church of Iowa City,...do here re
cord their measureless appreciation of her great ser
vice to them as a church and as individuals. Tending 
us [when! without a house of worship, shelterless and 
the victims of every vicissitude that can befall a 
church, paralyzed beyond the power of [for 1 good in 
the community, with neither place nor recognition, 
disintegrated and disorganized with no rallying point 
nor common purpose, by the inspiration of her energy 
and CtheJ example of her self-sacrifice the scattered 
flock has been gathered to its fold, friends beyond 
our former borders have been raised up to us and our 
organized work has been manifest. **112

The "Rev. Miss Chapin of Chicago delivered a sermon

at the Universalist Church yesterday evening that abounded

in fine thoughts. The Reverend lady has a happy command of

vigorous English, is an easy and forcible speaker, and was

listened to very attentively by a very large audience.

The "Rev. Fidelia Gillette....was smart, well educated 
and [a] fine speaker and she preached eloquently to the 
satisfaction of her congregation in New Sharon....This 
lady is from Michigan and is said to have been for

^ ^Marshalltown Times-Republican. Oct. 25. 1885.
^^•Waverly Republican. May 9, 1872.
112Fjrst Universalist Church of Iowa City, Iowa. Secretary*s 

Record Vol. 1, pp. 89 and 90.

^ ^Waverly Republican. February 15, 1877.
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\
twenty years in the employ of the National Leoture 
Association and recently entered the ministry for 
conscientious reasons. "l14

Some notable men like the Revs. J. P. Sanford 

and W. P. Payne and J. R. Sage did not remain in the Uni- 

versalist ministry but served the state in other capacities.

Mr. Sage, who had studied for the ministry in the home of 

Dr. D. P. and Mrs. Mary A. Livermore, came to Iowa in 1869 

to become the pastor of the Mitchellville Universalist Church. 

During his pastorate he worked closely with Uncle Tom Mitchell 

in raising funds for the Mitchell Seminary, erecting the 

building and supervising its operation. In 1877 he left the 

ministry and in cooperation with Ralph Robinson established 

the Newton Journal. Two years later he sold out and became 

the editor of the Cedar Rapids Republican. In 1883 he sold 

his Interest and became the editor of the Des Moines Capital. 

When it changed management he worked for a time as a corres

pondent and editorial writer on the Chicago Inter-Ocean.

Upon the creation of the Iowa Weather and Crop Service in 

1890 he was appointed the director,which position he held 

for the next twenty years.115 Mr. Payne like Mr. Sage came 

west to Mitch ell ville to teach in the Seminary. He moved to 

Nevada where he became the principal of the school and later 

purchased the Nevada Representative. Aside from the news

paper work he spent much time and energy in the interests of 

the Nevada Public Library, and was active in the Iowa State 

Library Association. "In the death of Father Payne, Nevada

114H1 story of Mahaska County. low a. Des Moines. 1878 f 
p. 512.

115Edg ar R. Harlan, "Notable Deaths," Annals of Iowa (3) 
Vol. 12, 1915-1921, p. $83. -------------*
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and Story County mourns a splendid citizen and one who spent 

nearly half a century within the borders of the county, de

voting hi8 every wakeful moment to something for the good 

of the community with which he had so closely identified him- 

self. "11S

Of the Rev. J. P. Sanford who had become a lecturer 

there were many articles in the newspapers. He was a color

ful and convincing minister much in demand in the Iowa par

ishes. He seemed just as popular on the lecture platform.

HCol. Sanford is a success and occupies a proud posi
tion in the front rank of American Lyceum orators.
His power over an audience is wonderful, his eloquence, 
wit and descriptive powers all combine to make him 
what he is, the most entertaining and agreeable lec
turer it has ever been our fortune to hear.

The Rev. W. A. Pratt went to Cedar Rapids, in 1885. 

Three years later he received a call from a large congrega

tion in Minneapolis^which he refused; doubtless foregoing 

personal advancement in the interest of the Iowa parish that 

needed his leadership. The Cedar Rapids Standard wrote,

wThe Universalist congregation are to be congratulat
ed on their pastor's decision. With literary and 
scientific attainments of the highest order, coupled 
with never tiring industry in his chosen work, Mr.
Pratt is building up his church. "US

His people in later years wrote that the church 

had been closed for over a year because a few had been tact

less. He came to a closed church and a divided congregation.

■^^First Universalist Church in Mitchellvllle of Polk 
County. Iowa. Secretary1s Record. Vol. 2, p. 41 (clipping).

J"L Storm Lake Pilot. May 17, 1876.

•^8Cedar Rapids Standard. Nov. 29, 1888.
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He brought the "Idealism of youth, together with the fine 

ability to organize the frayed ends of a tangled situation 

into a working unit. Progress was again made and success was 

assured."^9 At the time of his death in 1934 the Iowa Con

vention made a record of their "appreciation of his fine fra

ternal spirit, his large abilities and his unfailing loyal- 

ty."1S0
the

Of Dr. Amos Crura and^Rev. B. P. Snook much has been 

written in many parts of Iowa because of their unusual per

sonalities and capabilities. They served a number of parishes 

as pastors and all of them in some capacity as the State Mis

sionary or Superintendent for the Iowa Universalist Convention.

Biographical Obituary of Dr. Crum

Dr. Amost Crum died in Boone, January 29, 1900 and

his co-laborer, the Rev. B. F. Snook, wrote the following

biographical obituary which was published in response to the

requests of his many friends.

"His decease was the result of [brain] injuries received 
on the fifth of last September, when he was run over and 
seriously hurt by an unknown cyclist, [in Boone]

"His condition defied the best medical skill of the 
local physicians. In December, accompanied by his wife, 
he went to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where his son, Joseph, is 
engaged in practicing medicine. The tendarest and most 
skillful care here could afford only temporary relief.
On Friday of last week they returned to Boone. He was so 
weak that he was [barely] conscious at times of his sur
roundings. Occasionally he would recognize members of the 
family or the good friends who called, but these recog
nitions were only of momentary duration.

---ITS--------------------------------
Bsv. W.A.W. Argow. An Historical Sketch of the 

Peoples Church, 1985, p. § “ p^phTetX---------------
180,

Iowa Universalist Convention, Secretary1s Record,
Vol. 4, p. 150, (hereafter Secretary's Record]
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"Rev. Amos Crum was born at Carlinville, Illinois, 
October 4, 1846, and lived into his fifty-fourth year.
His early education was received in his native town, 
but later he was graduated from Lombard University of 
G-alesburg. On visiting his old pastor at Hinsdale, 
Illinois, Dr. W. S. Balch, he decided to study for the 
ministry and became a student with Dr. Baloh and 
preached in Hinsdale from time to time.

"After his ordination his first pastorate was at . 
Muskegon, Michigan, where he was married to Sophronla L. 
Watson, the loving and tender wife who survives him. He 
was subsequently called to pastorates at Hinsdale,
Corrunna and Bay City, Michigan. About sixteen years 
ago he settled as pastor of the First Universalist Church 
of Dubuque. Six years later he was called to the pas
torate of St. Paul’s Universalist Church, Webster City; 
was subsequently recalled to Dubuque, but later returned 
to Webster City, where, with his accustomed fidelity and 
ability he served his church another term as pastor, the 
result being the rebuilding and remodeling of the edifice 
into the present beautiful temple ... his fitting memor
ial monument.

"His great ability and efficiency fitted him for a 
wider field and he was engaged as state superintendent of 
the Universalist churches of Iowa. This position he fill
ed with distinguished honor to himself and fto1 the cause 
of Christ, of which he was the able manly Christian re
presentative. His faithfulness to his convictions of 
truth, his devoted love for his church, his untiring energy 
and constant work, his unselfish and humane heart and 
ChisJ good will for all attracted to him the highest ad
miration of his own church and denomination; and not that 
alone, but also the best and highest honor of all others 
who knew him, regardless of creed or church. He was a 
true and living Christian, the highest type of man. In 
Webster City where he was dearly loved by all, he was just 
what he was everywhere else. His closing work was at 
Boone, where a completing and beautiful temple proclaims 
the inspiring power of his influence, leavening for great 
good where he received the same love and sympathy from 
the people and friends devoted to his good work. ™

"Everybody loved and respected him for his purity of 
character and upright, Christian life. He never knew 
what it was to have an enemy, and as a friend he was a- 
biding, faithful, zealous and true. He was well known 
and highly honored throughout the state and his works 
will live after him and be as enduring as his memory.

—

Webster City Freeman. Feb. 6, 1900.
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Aside from his genial whole-souled manner he was one of 
the most scholarly and learned men in the state and as 
a platform orator he had few peers. The church, of 
which he was a leading light, has suffered an irrepar
able loss, while the state of Iowa has lost one of its 
truest, noblest and best Christian citizens.H^22

"Benjamin Franklin Snook was born in McArthur 
county, Ohio, June 20th, 1835, and died at Webster City, 
Iowa, December 4th, 1902. When he was two years of age 
his parents moved to Indiana, settling near Crawfords- 
ville, on a farm, where their son grew to manhood. In 
early life he united with the Christian church and later 
became a minister of that church. In 1855 he moved with 
his parents to Iowa, locating in Mahaska county. On 
October 4th, 1875 he was united in marriage to Miss 
Catherine Moore, and to them seven children were born, 
five boys and two girls, all of whom survive him except 
the second son who died a few years ago in St. Louis.
He has resided in the state continously since, with the 
exception of four years when he was pastor of the Univer
sal! st church in Wasau, Wisconsin. He left the Christian 
church and for some time was a convert to the faith of 
the Seventh Day Advents, laboring among them as a minister. 
From that faith he came to the Universal1st Church about 
thirty five years ago and began his work as a missionary 
for that church. In 1872 he located in Webster City and 
devoted his labors between this city and Steamboat Rock 
until 1875. He wasfc>astor during his years of ministry at 
Vinton, CMarionJ, Cedar Rapids, Tipton, Cedar Falls, 
Bloomfield, Clarinda, Iowa Falls, Steamboat Rock, Webster 
City and Wasau, Wisconsin. And his work in these places 
was essentially that of the missionary. He organized 
societies of his faith and built churches in Tipton, Web
ster City, Steamboat Rock, Storm Lake, and Wasau, Wiscon
sin. Ha went abroad in 1880 end after returning home de
voted much of his time to lecturing on his travels in 
Palestine. He was a man loved and respected by everyone 
and his death is widely mourned."123

"No man within all the range of our acquaintance 
came so near living in absolute harmony with his fellow- 
man as did Rev. B. F. Snook. The genial and polished 
manner and pleasant smile with which he greeted everybody; 
his kindness of heart toward all and his upright character 
and pure life has made him an example in the community 
where he has spent his best years. Everybody was his 
friend. His death will be mourned by more people than 122 123

122
Ibid.. Jan. 30, 1900.

123
A newspaper clipping obtained from his daughter, Mrs.

Ella Burleson, Webster City, Iowa.
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any that has occurred in our city in many a year. Hi24 
"Everyone who knew Mr. Snook recognized in him one of 
God*s noblemen, for his every day life was an exempli
fication of the precepts he taught in the pulpit.
Socially and other wise hems universally esteemed. He 
was a man of great breadth of mind, liberal in all 
things. "125- "He was a man of marked ability; rich and 
varied culture; unquestioned purity of character and 
praiseworthy aims, (there was none of the Pharisee in his 
makeup), a man of rare intellect; of fine sensibilities 
and of large sphere of affection.

The recognition of the ministers wives paid by the

Dubuque church at the time of their twenty-fifth anniversary,

is an appropriate recognition for their work throughout the

state.

"A word or two 1*11 write 
About our pastor* s wives- 
Who share their husbands lives.
Who brighten all their labors,
And lighten their expense,
And always have a way 
To save the pounds and pence,
That the husbands may have books,
And the children may have shoes,
And still have something left 
To buy anything they choose - 
Are leaders in good deeds 
At Sabbath school can teach;
While some if called upon,
Could a good sermon preach.
All honor to the wives
Of the pastors, far and near. **127

Many of them were unknown except in their own parishes where

they did much to keep the church auxiliaries, such as the

Sunday School and the Ladies Aid, functioning effectively.

—

Webster City Journal. December 4, 1902.
126

A clipping, source unknown, obtained from Mrs. Ella 
Burleson, Webster City, Iowa.

126 ,
Iowa Oddfellow (Maxwell, la.) Nov. 1, 1903.
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The success of many a pastorate has been built upon the work 

of these unsung laborers in the field. Some were active in 

a public way such as Mrs. Erasmus Manford, Mary A* Livermore, 

aid Mrs# Nettie Sanford as reform lecturers; Mrs. Charlotte 

Porter, Mrs. Sophronia L. Crum, Mrs. G. S. Gowdy, Mrs. Agnes 

Ralph, Mrs. Mabel Dotter and Mrs. Eliza Curtis Everton were 

ministers in their own right and could take over the services 

in their husband*s parish, whenever necessary, or preach at 

nearby mission points* Mrs. Crum, Mrs. Dotter, Mrs. Ralph 

and Mrs. Porter were all called upon to substitute for their 

husbands during their illness and upon their death to complete 

their husband* s contract with the church.

The sermons of the Universalist ministers of this 

era were largely doctrinal. Th§r were called upon to debate 

and prove their beliefs constantly. They drew people to their 

churches through presenting what they and their sect held as 

truth. Some examples would clarify the type of sermon that 

might have been heard if one could step backward in time some 

fifty years.

The Rev. Father Gowdy^Bthe crowned saint of our 

faith who through the long, long years loved and lived Univer- 

salism*,^28 said in Eldora in 1874;#Is God* s love so weak he 

would let his children suffer forever if he could save them?

We believe that God is a God of Justice, and that he will re

ward his creatures according to their works. ... We implore

128 ~ '
I. U. C., Secretary* s Record,Vol. 3, p. 133.
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you to dp good because it brings: happiness in this world and 

greater glory in the one to come; because the goodness of God 

to man merits our love, our adoration, our service, our 

praise, our truest worship."129

The Rev. Anna J. Norris in preaching in the West 

Union church in 1889 quoted "Heaven* s gate is shut to him who 

comes alone, Save thou a soul, and it shall save thine own."

It was a very fine sermon on the Father, God, universal sal

vation, one’s character, and one's personal and social responsi- 

130
bility.

Dr. Stocking in Dubuque used this as his text>"3ut

to us there is but on God, the Father, of whom are all things

and we in him." Cor. I, 8:6. He said that God was changeless.

It is man*s ideas about God that have changed.

"With that thought of God* s Paternity, we may have the 
consciousness of being one of God* s family. It is he 
that has created all our worships, reverences, tender
nesses and loves. These have come forth from his heart.
He made them in us because they were first in Him. All 
we can imagine of wisdom, loveliness, grace, tenderness 
are in Him, only infinitely more than we can imagine.
All our aspirations, loves and honors center in Him.
•For of Him are all things aid we in Him*" .... "God has 
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the 
face ot the earth. ... If we love one another God 
dwellest in us and His love is perfected in us. God is 
love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and 
God in him."

Dr. Balch at the same convention in 1883 told how 

Jesus was tempted by the world* s strongest temptations, 

fleshly indulgence, love of praise, and the ambition to be

129 — -  —

EUdora Herald. Feb. 24, 1874.
130

The Argo (West Union) J an. 30, 1889.
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great. He held true to His resolution to obey His Father in 

Heaven, to teach and save mankind by showing them how to live 

and not by any set system, ritual or hierarchy. "He brought 

(his disciples) face to face with God that in his light they 

might themselves judge what is right."

He taught us to

"’Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy might and thy neighbor as thyself.1 Near the end of\his 
sojourn on earth he told his disciples he was soon to 
leave them.•.. The supper ended he girded himself with a 
napkin and washed his disciples* feet in token of humility 
and true greatness... the sacrifice of self for the good 
of others. He then... said,* A new commandment give I 
unto you, that ye also love one another as I have loved 
you; By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples 
if ye have love one for another.* That is sufficient to 
salvation... [love] should be the one requirement for 
church membership, all these sects divide our Christian 
strength. Paul thought it sufficient, fLove worketh no 
ill to his neighbors, therefore love is the fulfilling of 
law.*" Peter thought it sufficient, "’Seeing you have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently!" John 
thought it sufficed for he said, "^Everyone that loveth is 
born of. God and knoweth God. He that loveth not know- 
ehh not God; for God is love. And he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God and God in Him. ’" We should all 
"follow the leading of His holy spirit as Jesus taught, 
in humility, in holiness, and meekness, in sincerity of 
heart, and purity of thought and rest in the blessed 
hope of reunion with the beloved in realms of light and 
life and love."1'5-*’

In 1879 the Rev. Karl Gerner preached on the pro

fession of the Liberal Christian Church which is practically 

the seme as the Universalist Profession including a liberty 

clause. The group later affiliated with the Iowa Universa

list Convention. He said,

"1. We believe in God, a unity, supreme source of 

131
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wisdom, infinite, eternal*

"2. We believe in Christ, chosen son of G-od, who came 
to save by teaching us to obey God’s laws, to save 
men from their sins not from their punishment.

"3. We believe each child of God is an heir to im
mortality, we believe in punishment here and here
after which is disciplinary.

*4. We believe in the Bible but not that it was plen- 
arily inspired. It was a literature of a peculiar 
people living in a distant age, it contains the 
truths of God and a moral system.7'

They believed it was the main mission of religion to 

make men live peaceably, lovingly and virtuously together on 

earth. They objected to a set creed because it retarded pro

gress, that deeds not creeds made a man a Christian.

HWe believe our statements of belief are right because 
[they arej in accord with [the] scriptures, echoed by 
the wisest teachers our race has known, [they are] 
reasonable, [they are] not counter to truths of science 
and philosophy, [they give] more faith in God, man, re
ligion, [theJ Bible and [thej triumph of divine love,
[and are] adapted to present needs. [They are] right be
cause they appeal to the understanding and common sense 
....[they arej more intelligent and practical than the 
ideas of the theologians of the Middle Ages. We are 
living in an age of science and reason and it can only 
be around the banner of Christianity with its practical, 
ideas of life, Its devotion to truth, its philosophy of 
love, that we can hope to overcome all the evil of the 
world.w132

Rev. J. L. Everton was considered one of the finest 

ministers that the church at Osage ever had. The young people 

of his church were responsible for the publicity on his ser

mons in the local paper. These are some of the ideas gleaned 

from that source concerning his type of sermons. “The race 

of people that has the greatest individuality and freedom of 

r ' 132
Storm Lake Pildt, June 18, 1879, (the church was 

spoken of as the Universallst a little later) •
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29 6

thought is the race that has accomplished the most.....In

history of churches wer find that a strong individuality 

has always been connected with their origin and growth. The 

men who have built up civilization, education, and govern

ment have been those who stood by their convictions.B In 

speaking of Ingersoll he said, "He was as honest in his belief 

as I am in mine. I care not what religion a man may follow, 

if he is honest in his belief I respect him for his belief, 

and I would not have him hide it from the world. Rather 

would I be an honest outcast because of my belief than an 

accepted individual and know in ray heart I was a hypocrite.

In speaking of temperance and salvation he said, "I believe 

in saving souls in a natural and scientific vray, not by any 

methods of emotion. I have very little faith in a soul that 

is saved in a moment hut I have all the faith in the world in 

the soul that is made during growth and development and [theyj

are the souls that are going to make this world live and bring

134
forth the highest and best.”

Iowa followed the lead of the G-eneral Convention in 

the matter of a formal creed. In 1803 the Winchester Pro

fession of Faith was adopted at the convention at Winchester,

New Hampshire which served the denomination for nearly a cen

tury, or until 1899. It reads,

—

Mitchell County Press (Osage).Oct. 5, 1899.

Ibid., Dec. 7, 1899.
134



www.manaraa.com

Winchester Profession of Faith

ffl. We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the old 
and new Testaments contain a revelation of the 
character of God and of the duty, interest and 
final destination of mankind*

“2. We believe that there is one God, whose nature 
is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
one Holy Spirit of Grace, who will finally re
store the whole family of mankind to holiness 
and happiness*

"3* Wr believe that holiness and true happiness are 
Inseparably connected, and that believers ought 
to be careful to maintain order and practice good 
works; for these things are good and profitable 
unto men."13*

Our forbears

"had had bitter experience with compulsory creeds and 
did not propose to set up a new>one, however roomy, 
that might imprison their spirits. Theytherefore added 
the following liberty clause.H

"While we adopt a general Profession of Belief.... 
we leave it to the churches and societies to continue or 
adopt within themselves such more particular articles of 
faith as may appear to them best under their peculiar 
circumstances, provided that they do not disagree with 
our general profession or plan. "136

Thus broadly interpreted and without compulsory auth

ority this profession stood unassailed. Unfortunately, in 1870 

at the Gloucester Centennial attempting to organize the church 

more efficiently,they wrote the Winchester Profession into the 

organic law of the General Convention, with the liberty 

clause left out. "The unity of spiritual freemen was exchang

ed for the lockstep of the theological drill master," and at 

once men of intellectual integrity began protesting about the

135
Frederic Williams Perkins, Beliefs Commonly Held 

Among Us. Boston, 1940, p. 38. (pamphlet).
136

Ibid., p. 43.
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phrasing of that compulsory profession* "For the next twenty- 

five years every session of the General Convention was a 

gladiatorial arena in which the question of creed revision 

was fought over." The Rev. James Gorton and the Rev. W. L.

Swan presented a resolution to the Iowa Universalist Conven

tion at Mitchellville in the fall of 1894.

"Whereas, the policsy arid practice of the Universalist 
Church for the greater portion of its existence has been 
purely congregational, in which every local church was 
permitted freely to frame its own creed and conditions 
of membership, and

''Whereas, the authoritative requirement of the Winchester 
Profession as a condition of fellowship is a reversal of 
the principle and practice of our church, and

“Whereas, many ministers in receiving members into the 
church refuse to make the Winchester Profession or any 
other dogmatic statement a condition of fellowship and 
membership in the church, therefore

“Resolved: that in no spirit of antagonism to the Win
chester Profession, or to the General Convention, we, the 
Universalist Convention of Iowa, respectfully petition 
the General Convention to make such changes in its con
stitution and general laws as will permit ministers and 
churches to return to a congregational policy, and each 
church to determine for Itself the conditions upon which 
persons shall be received into membership and fellowship 
there-in."13?

The solution for the entire denomination was to re

store the liberty clause and make the Profession not a test 

but a testimony. So at Boston in 1899 the Convention adopted 

the "Five Principles"***^®

"1. The Universal Fatherhood of God.

"2. The Spiritual Authority and leadership of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.

—  :

I.U.C., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 73.

Perkins, op. cit.. pp. 43 and 44.

298

138



www.manaraa.com

"3. The trustworthiness of the Bible as containing a 
revelation from Grod.

8

4. The certainty of just retribution for sin*
„ 139
5* The final harmony of all souls with G-od."

They enacted a liberty clause which stated,

"The Winchester Profession is commended as containing 
these principles, but neither this nor any other precise 
form of words is required as a condition of fellowship, 
provided always that the principles above stated be 
professed.

In the early part of this period the state was 

divided into five districts organized as associations; namely, 

the Turkey River Association, the Mississippi Valley Associ

ation, the Central Association, the Des Moines Valley Associ

ation and the Southwestern Association. They held conven-
141

tions during the summer months from May to August* The 

local parishes were also affiliated with and sent delegates 

to the Iowa State Universalist Convention which met annually 

from 18701« 1900. The site of these conventions and the list 

of officials may be noted in the appendix* The ministers and 

the leading laymen and laywomen gathered to conduct organiza

tional business and receive spiritual inspiration from the 

denominational leaders. Dr. Nash in speaking to the Webster 

City Convention in 1899 "gave utterance to a masterpiece,

composed of force, logic, pleading and prophecy. It was
142

enough of itself to make a convention great."

^ 3 9

Ibid., p. 46.
140

Ibid., p. 45.
141

Universalist Register and Almanac. Boston, 1873*
142
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Their state records revealed both missionary out

look and activity# In 1883 there were twenty-five church 

buildings and they set as their goal two hundred and fifty.

The record of the field worker, missionary or superintendent

was very incomplete but around 1870 the Rev. B. F. Snook, a
143

new recruit to the ministry was serving the state. In

1879 and 1880 the Rev. Ira Eberhart was designated as the
144

State Superintendent. The following year the Rev. C. K.
145

Gibson was the missionary. Beginning in 1882 and serving

for three years was the Rev. B. F. Rogers, the state mission- 
146

ary. He was instructed wTo revive inactive parishes and

establish new ones, assisting them to secure worthy minister^,

to interest our isolated friends .... and to have in charge the

various plans adopted for obtaining needed convention funds.11

Two years later the Rev. B. Brunning was actively working with
147

Boone as a home center, 1893 found the Rev. Mrs. Sophronia

Crum, the first woman missionary in Iowa, serving the 'scatter- 
148

ed parishes. A year later the Rev. John Arnoup,as state
149

missionary, held services in West Union. In 1896 the Con

vention voted to employ a Superintendent; financial shortages 

—  “

A clipping loaned by Mrs. Ella Burleson, Webster 
City, Iowa.

144
Unlversalist Register and Almanac. Boston, 1879 & 1880.

145
Boone County Democrat. March 30, 1881.

146
Universal 1st Register and Almanac. Boston, 1882-1885.

147
Boone Standard. May 23, 1885#

14Q
Unlversalist Register and Almanac. Boston, 1893.
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hindered this work)so that not until the following year was

the Rev. Amos Crum employed by the board. He gave unusually

splendid service until his untimely death in Boone in 1899,

when his wife temporarily carried on the work for another 
150

year.

Always the meager financial resources hindered all

projects which they might undertake. In 1883 the Executive

Board was Hto take immediate measures for raising a permanent

fund of two hundred thousand dollars, the income of which

only shall be expended ih the interests of church extension

in Iowa.” This goal was never realized, in fact no measurable

151
beginning was effected.

In the eighties the ministers of the state held an

institute or college preceeding the delegate assembly of the

convention, wherein their own particular problems end needs

were discussed. The stimulation of fellowship and the in-

152
tellectual intercourse seemed eminently worth while.

The Rev. C. L. Waite, of Storm Lake spoke in the

convention on the position of the Sunday School in the church.

yWe need to impress our doctrine upon our children....
We should take advantage of the liberal tendency of our 
times to make and build up a strong, religious faith....
The Sunday School ought to be the foundation of churches. 
.... A genuine missionary force.

In the last decade of the nineteenth century the

150 '
I. H* 5 * 9  Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, pp. 72,104.

151 ,
Dubuque Dally Herald. Sept. 21, 1883.

15? r'
Ibid. , Sept. 21, 1883.

153
Ibid. , Sept. 21, 1883.
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young people became organized on a state wide basis under 

the national Y.P.C.U. leadership and held separate conven

tions that were very popular, commanding a large attendance 

and excellent speakers. The tenth annual session was held 

in Osage, June 29, 1899. A score of towns were represented, 

Waterloo sending twelve delegates. The general theme was 

"The Good of the Union." Ten ministers were present to

assist the young people who presented panel discussions on

154
their problems. It lasted four days and as Herbert 

Stoughton remarked was more widely attended than the church 

convention.

Concern over the danger to the Universal 1st Church,

a liberal group, in being "luke warm” about their church is

expressed in the following resolution. "That we earnestly

urge our people everywhere, not to be less courteous toward

other churches, but to be a great deal more emphatic in their

155
talking, working, praying and paying for their own."

In the fifty-sixth annual session at Mount Pleasant 

in 1898 they voted to sell the church at Iowa City to the

Unitarian conference for $3,500. The first Universalist
the

Church in Iowa created at a great sacrifice byARev. A. R.

Gardner and the other pioneers had become so inactive there

156
seemed no hope that it could ever be revived. It was not 

the first sal e of a Universalist church property in Iowa

154 ‘ 
Mitchell County Press. June 29, 1899.

155
Dubuque Dally Herald. Sept. 21, 1883.

156
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however, because the ones at Newton and Waverly were dis-

157
posed of in 1886 and the one at Oskaloosa in 1895.

At every session resolutions were passed showing 

group support for all the social reforms of the period, in

dicating an interest in and a concern for the problems of 

this world.

The chief concerns were their state missionary en

deavor and the holding of the gains already valiantly made.

The period of bitter controversy was beginning tĉ wane. By 

nineteen hundred there were no more religious debates although 

there might be controversy in the press and the pulpit and on 

the street corners. Organization, financial stability, minis

terial leadership and lay loyalty were the problems of the 

day.

Alfred S. Cole, librarian at the Universalist His

torical Library at Tufts College wrote of this period in the 

denomination as a whole. Iowa, being closer to the frontier, 

perhaps was somewhat retarded but most of what he said was 

substantially true here.

"Universal!sm was, after a hard long fight, winning its 
way to respectability. ... Everywhere the ancient pre
judices were softening and the rigors of the old-time 
Calvinism abating. Although the Orthodox preachers 
shouted hell-fire from the pulpits the old ring had gone 
from the voice and the assurance from the heart.158....
The hard names hurled were padded a bit. The hard lean 
years seemed to be vanishing into the past. The cruder 
days of theological debate and argument, the aggressive

157 '
£• 2* ,£• f President1 s Notebook.

158"" ~
Alfred S. Cole, "Historical Backgrounds of the Univer

salist Movement", IV, The Christian Leader. Boston, Oct. 16,
1937, p. 1320.
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fight for ones faith were receding into the past, and 
dreams of a greater and more powerful organization ap
peared on the horizon. Theology was losing its grip 
and colorful interest; a new era was definitely dawning.
.... Theology was toppling and great social problems be
gan to press to the forefront."^>9

Liberalism confronted a new era.

The Universalist leaders planned to build an ef

fective organization and with their "glorious creed11 and their 

"reasonable sane approach to moral and religious problems" 

attract many people to its standard. They felt they had 

"the message and hope for millions.... Science, human reason, 

literature and the spirit of the age seemed to be on the 

s i d e . o f  their faith. So with high hopes they faced a new 

century*

♦

159
Ibid. , pp. 1320 and 1323.

160
Ibid., p. 1320.
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Chapter VI

LEADERSHIP AND THEOLOGY IN THE NEW CENTURY:

1900-1943

"The rosy hued liberalism of the past century and 

the philosophy and theology of that period are gone. We 

are not so sure of our way because the ceaseless activity 

of the present earth struggles occupies our attention and 

effort."

In the first ten years of the twentieth century 

the emphasis was on the social gospel. People studied and 

wrestled with the problems of capital, labor, poverty, in

justice, graft and greed. This

"new call to fight social evils, the crusade to right 
the wrongs and root out the injustices fired the 
imaginations of Universalists. The hopes for ex
pansion and the social gospel went glimmering with 
the Great War. Through the war and post war period 
Liberalism floundered with all the rest. It seemed as 
if the promises of a perfected world, and the final 
triumph of good, the rule of a hind Heavenly Father 
... the very foundations of religious liberalism ... 
were receding into the dim distance.... Ruthless have 
been the hands of reaction all over the world in the 
destruction of liberal traditions and forms of reli
gion. In a sort of bewilderment and uncertainty, 
liberals with many other Christians have been simply 
marking time."l

So wrote Alfred Cole of the Universalist denomination.

Iowa was influenced by this general trend of 

thought in the nation and the world. Being primarily a rural 

state the problems of capital and labor were not in the early

i
Alfred S. Cole, "Historical Backgrounds of the Univer

salist Movement," IV, The Christian Leader. Boston, Oct. 23,
1937, p. 1354.
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decades as compelling as other social problems such as pro

hibition and woman suffrage. There was a small time lag, 

inasmuch as the identification of the denomination with the 

doctrine of evolution and other new scientific discoveries 

continued into the twentieth century ih this state.

At every session of the State Convention for the

first forty-three years of this century a resolution was

adopted concerning temperance, prohibition enforcement, and

then (again) prohibition. In 1911 they wrote, * re cognizing the

need of temperance in the life of man [it] put itself on

record as opposed to the manufacture and sale of intoxicants 
o

as a beverage. " In 1916 at Sioux City they recorded that 

"we also rejoice in the fact that we now have statewide pro

hibition in Iowa and favor every lawful means of securing 

its perpetuation. Two years later the following appeared 

in the record, "Recalling that our Universal!81 Church has al

ways stood staunchly for the Prohibition Movement, we rejoice 

in the final success of National Prohibition and urge all of 

our people to constant and intelligent support of all efforts 

for its enforcement. We' also endorse every effort looking 

toward world-wide Prohibition."^ In recent years since the 

repeal of the 18th amendment they have reiterated the century 

old.slogan again and again, "total abstinence for the

2
Iowa Universallst Convention. Secretary* s Record Vol. 3, 

p. 320. (hereafter i.U.C. will stand for Iowa Universallst 
Convention)

3
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 468.
4
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g
individual and prohibition for the nation.“ The Convention 

of 1941 found them adopting a temperance resolution, a part 

of which read, “And whereas the first line of defense is the 

moral character of the nation1 e youth; Be it resolved that 

this body is opposed to the sale of Intoxicants within five
g

miles of any army camp or any Federal defense project."

From the Convention in Des Moines in 1912 appeared 

the following on woman suffrage, “Now that the crusade for 

the extension of the ballot to women has reached a stage 

where it oompells the alignment of all thinking people on 

one side or the other, we feel it only fitting that this Con

vention go on record as in favor of this further step toward 

democracy in our political organization.“ Then in 1919 

they expressed their approval of the action taken by the 

Federal government. “As the Universalist Church has heJLd 

open both schools and it^e pulpits to women as well as

to men, we want to express our great satisfaction in the 

passage of the Federal suffrage amendment by both Houses of 

Congress, and by the Iowa legislature."

At the state meetings their interests were revealed 

also by the special speakers. Rabbi Mannhelmer addressed 

the delegates assembled. Harvey Dee Brown, a socialist lead

er from Milwaukee, spoke to the Joint assemblage of Unitarians

5
Ibid., Vol. 5, p. 43.
6
Ibid., Vol. 5, p. 106.
7
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 346.
8
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o
and Universalists. Flora Dunlap discussed social settle

ments and their relation to the church at the 1911 session 

in Boone.10

During the twentieth century two great wars have 

shaken world civilization. Before the first World War began, 

the yearly conference in 1911 "Resolved that this Convention 

deeply deploring the waste of war do again affirm itself in 

fullest cooperation with the Gtod-inspired world movement for 

peace and do urge all those in its fellowship to use their 

influence in behalf of all practical peace measures. In 

the fall of 1914 they recommended that "In view of the 

horrors of the present European War, an opportunity for ex

traordinary service is opened to our denominations (Unitarian 

and Universalist) standing as they do pre-eminently for the 

principle of brotherhood, we recommend that the Churches of

this Convention take an active part in the peace propaganda

.12 —

of the coming years." Five years later the war was over

but the peace treaty was not yet assured, so they expressed

their position in that regard*

"Since the cardinal principle of the Brotherhood of 
Man had been at the very heart of our Church1 s life, 
we are deeply rejoiced at the worlds increasing ef
forts to bring this idea into practical effect between 
nations and races and we favor the League of Nations 
and urge speedy ratification of its constitution by 
the United States Senate. Whatever may seem to be its 
present defects, we believe that this movement toward

9
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 326.

10
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 316.

11
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 319.
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international cooperation is a great step forward in 
civilization, out of which we may confidently hope will 
grow a practical realization of the ideals for which 
our church has consistently stood**13

In 1923, after we had remained out of the League, they re

solved "that we favor the participation of our government in 

an inclusive and democratic organization for the security of 

world peace." At Waterloo twelve years later they urged 

that the church promote an educational program that would 

Improve our understanding of and friendship with other nations

and peoples and unite with other denominations and societies

14
in promoting this work# By 1940 the world was again at

war and propaganda was being employed to generate hysteria

and panic, so the delegate assembly resolved that

"Whereas there is real danger that this crisis will be 
used to promote militarism, fanatic ecclesiasticism, 
and a disregard for life and property; Therefore be it 
resolved that we appeal to all people to be alert in 
helping to protect weak and unpopular individuals and 
groups, and ever to keep in mind that the mob is always 
and everywhere the worst enemy of the rule of reason 
and the best friend of tyranny.

Since organized peace was not then achieved the denomination 

was putting out flags of warning against dangerous propaganda 

and the evils of hate. This attitude is shown in a resolu

tion a year later than the one above#

"Whereas, we have avowed our faith in the universal 
brotherhood of man and the supreme worth of every human 
personality, and whereas, we painfully observe the al
most universal program of hate propaganda which is

- -

Ibid.* Vol. 3, p. 532.
14
Ibid*, Vol. 4, p. 198.

15
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causing even professed Christians to hate their fellow- 
men, be It resolved that we will not allow this insidi
ous propaganda to cause us to hate any human being of 
any nation, race, religion or class*"i®

The Iowa Universal 1st Convention has directed the

thinking of its members to keep them abreast mentally of the

events and problems of their day. Prom the records of 1913

there appears this statement,

"Since Iowa is leading in many olvic reforms and our 
church has always stood for progress upward, it is 
fitting that we go on record as in favor of extending 
the ballot to women, abolishing the use of intoxicants, 
and opposing the traffic in white slaves, and we 
endorse all other efforts for bettering our social 
condition."1?

Not always has there been unanimity of opinion when the ques

tions of the League, the repeal of prohibition, the refugees, 

or the conscientious objeotors was open for discussion. But 

the right of everyone to express an honest opinion was uni

versally recognized.

The annual sessions of the State Convention have
/

been held regularly with but one exception. This was in 1917 

when the parishes voted against it and instructed the execu

tive board to send the amount that might have been used for 

convention expenses to the American Red Cross and the Army
IQ

Y.M.C.A. One hundred fifty dollars was sent to each. In 

1910 there was no meeting in the state but the delegates went 

to Minneapolis where they attended a Tri-State Convention in

; —

Ibid., Vol. 5, p* 102.
17
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 385*

18
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the "Church of the Redeemer" which included the representa

tives from the churches in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa*

"Though the weather was extremely warm [JuneJ and every 
session full to crowding, the general opinion rated the 
Convention a success* The attendance probably was as 
large as it would have been had the three states met 
separately* The enthusiasm generated must have been 
greater, and the larger and closer acquaintance and 
the spirit of fellowship which the Joint convention 
made possible, will greatly strengthen our cause in the 
North-West*"1*

It appeared a success, although suggestions have been made 

since that time for another Tri-State or Dual State meeting, 

and the greater distances to the convention city have ap

peared a handicap* Many of the average delegates could not 

afford either the additional time or the funds that the 

longer trip would necessitate*

Five Joint conventions were held with the Unitar

ians*

1911 - Boone - Universalist church.

1912 - Des Moines - Unitarian church*

1914 - Cedar Rapids, Universalist church.

1916 - Sioux City, Unitarian church.

1923 - Iowa City, Unitarian church.

It was a splendid plan for the practical cooperation of the 

religious liberals in Iowa. However,there were two factors 

that complicated the sessions somewhat. The Universalists 

had always combined business and inspiration in their annual 

meeting, because the parish representatives wanted an active

3 1 1

19
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voloe In the convention1 s business affairs, in the tradi

tional American pattern. The Unitarian Conference was al

most wholly inspirational. The program never provided 

enough time for the Universalists to transaot their busl- 

ness** and there was too much wasted time for thê A. They 

felt they could not financially afford two conferences, one 

for business and one for inspiration and they did not wish 

to delegate all the business matters to the Executive Board. 

Another objection made in 1923 was that the young people 

could not attend an October meeting as easily as they could 

one in June, since most of them were in high schools and 

colleges. So the Universalist body had a business session 

in the summer that year and only a few went to the joint 

Iowa City Conference. Perhaps these differences might have 

been compromised but the more conservative group was not 

inclined to continue the experiment.

In 1914 there were eight parishes in each of the 

denominations. It was the seventy-second session for the 

Universalists and the thirty-seventh for the Unitarians.

During that meeting the latter in extending an invitation 

said,

"In as much as the Liberal Religious forces of Iowa 
are scattered over a large state and the organized 
churches are few in number [ compared with those in 
other denominations ] this Isolated condition tends 
to produce loneliness and often discouragement in 
the hearts of ministers and laymen, it is helpful for 
these kindred folks to gather together in Convention

312
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and Conference, that they may enjoy the fellowship of 
a common faith and endeavor, and receive encouragement 
through the friendly counsel, the expression of good 
will and hospitality."21

Their common faith and not their differences were empha

sized by the Joint meetings.

The Universal!8ts appear to have issued the ori

ginal invitation in 1911 and it was they who withdrew in 

1923, apparently feeling that the disadvantages outweighed 

the advantages. In 1927 when union with other liberals was 

being discussed generally, Iowa gave this expression on 

the question.

"Be it resolved that while we regard any merger as 
impracticable under existing conditions, we favor 
the most friendly cooperation with liberal-minded 
people of other denominations when possible without 
impairing the identity, efficiency and distinct 
mission of the Universal!st Church. In any negotia
tions looking to this end, we would urge that the 
Unitarians, our historic and theological allies, as 
well as other liberal groups, who are in agreement 
with us in liberal sentiment and thought, shall be 
included."22

The mission work begun in the settling of Iowa

was nominally continued until 1937. The first decade of

the twentieth century marks the end of the really active

program, however. In 1901 the Rev. W. P. Payne advocated

employing a State Superintendent. He felt it should be

"a young active man; a good ready preacher; a good singer;

an organizer and one ample in tact." He should have a

home parish for one fourth his time and aid from the State

21 —

Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 414.
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p<z
Convention and the General Convention*

The Rev* J. B. Fosher was chosen as the State

Superintendent that year# Beginning in 1902 the states of

Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa each contributed five-hundred

24
dollars to support a Superintendent, Dr# W# H. McGlauflin.

The formation of circuits was endorsed by the Convention 

in 1905, when they commended Dr. McGlauflin for his splendid

work in promoting and organizing the cause of Universalism

25
in Iowa. Two years later the Tri-State Superintendent

resigned to accept the Superintendency for the General Con-

26
vention. The Tri-State Messenger, a periodical, was pub

lished by Dr# McGlauflln and his successor the Rev# A# R* 

Tillinghast. The latter recommended: 1 *r that a series of

meetings be held in all the dormant churches; 2- that each 

church be asked to make a contribution to the State to en

courage the spirit of giving; 3- that the Tri-State Messenger 

be sent to all our people; 4- that a careful record of all

parish conditions be kept and a register of all isolated
07

Universal!sts be compiled* In 1908 he visited fifty towns

28
and preached seventy-five sermons*

' 23
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 123.

24
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 135.
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26
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In 1910 the Rev. Mr. Tillinghast resigned to accept

a call to the Universalist church at Pasadena, California.

The State Board, upon the recommendation of the General Con-
09

vention, chose the Rev. T. B. Fisher. He urged an increase 

in the ministry. "It was an able presentation of the diffi

culties and awards of the ministry as a profession and an 

eloquent appeal for 1 almighty good men*. It was a challenge 

for consecration on the part of our capable young people to 

this work.

Superintendent Fisher, after conferring with the 

Board decided to open a new mission point. "The project to 

open work in new places in Iowa should have the hearty sup

port of all our people. We must insist that the missionary

spirit is the spirit of life and our efforts to enlarge our

*31
borders should be unremitting." Ft. Dodge, Ottumwa and

Mason City were considered. Mason City was chosen. Calls

were made and the Rev. Mr. Fisher preached to fairly large

audiences. *" At the Convention in 1912 he reported that the

mission had proven a failure after a trial of several 

33
months. This was the last new mission point that the Uni- 

versalists attempted to open in this state.

When the Rev. Mr. Fisher resigned in 1913 he ex

pressed a deep appreciation of the friendliness and cooperation

'gg ■ " ' .... -
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of the Convention* They recorded their affection for him 

and their deep gratitude for his work at West Union as well 

as for his other services*1'

The Rev. F. W. Miller accepted the pastorate at 

Osage and the position as State Superintendent in 1914. He 

recommended the holding of six weeks of evangelistic meet- 

ings where there were dormant parishes, employing some mag

netic personality from headquarters and then having the 

parish call a resident pastor. This plan was carried out at . 

Boone and Mitchellville.'"

In 1918 when the Rev. 0. 0. Colegrove came to 

36
Mitchellvilie he also assumed the work of superintending

the dormant parishes and the scattered Universalists. He

continued in this work and in this parish until 1937. His

faithful devotion to the cause he loved is expressed in his

final report in Mitchellville. "With this year1s work I

close my services as State Superintendent. I wish to thank

the officers and the people of the churches for their hearty

cooperation and hospitality. The friendships formed will

remain in sacred remembrance and be cherished in days to 

„37
come."

For several years beginning in 1920 the Rev. Luther 

Riley Robinson was engaged by the G-eneral Convention to do

34
Ibid., Vol. 3, pp. 376 and 385.

35
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36
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missionary and Inspirational work in the Mid-west area*

His work in Iowa was invaluable* At some time he served

every parish and it was he who led in the reorganization! of

39
the church at Waterloo#

Dr* F. J. Drake as president of the Convention be

tween 1909 and 1911 collected and organized the records of 

all the scattered Universallsts and began the Post Office 

Mission which was continued by the Secretaries of the Conven

tion# Notable work was done, especially by Herbert L. 

Stoughton* It consisted of getting in touch with the iso

lated Universallsts, sending them denominational literature, 

giving them an opportunity to Join a church organization, 

and to contribute financially to the denomination#

In 1911 there were three hundred eleven names on 

the mailing list, sixty-three others were by these efforts 

affiliated with some Iowa Universalist Church; two thousand 

five hundred twenty-eight sermons were mailed; seven hundred 

fifty convention notices and one hundred fifty programs of 

the Convention were sent to Iowa newspapers* The total cost 

was fifty dollars#4^ In 1913 four thousand five hundred

sermons were mailed. The yearly expense account was one

41
hundred twenty-one dollars, which was largely postal and

printing expenses# The previous year they had made connection

28 " ' ~ ' ' ~ _
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 560.
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3X8

with three hundred ninety-two Isolated Unlvereallst fami-

4 o
lies. In 1917 they sent out six thousaid one hundred six

ty sermons as well as Easter greetings and individual let- 

43
ters. This enterprise was organized and supported enthus

iastically because it was another avenue for a type of mis-
<r

sionary service to scattered Universal!sts and other liberals 

in the state. By 1920 the volume of literature distributed 

had declined materially; only four hundred twelve copies of 

sermons were mailed* Thereafter the amount was never 

large. The Rev. 0. 0. Colegrove continued the program on a 

small scale until he moved to Illinois in 1937.

f Year after year religious education was emphasized

as the medium through which the coming generations would be 

trained to meet the problems of their time. Both the young 

people and the church school teachers were urged to attend 

the Institues in nearby states such as at Lombard College in 

Illinois, Turkey Run in Indiana, and the Unitarian Young 

Peoples Conferences at Humboldt and McGregor. In a modest 

financial way the Convention assisted individuals who at

tended.

Dr. Laura Bowman Galer, a nationally recognized 

religious education expert, has taught in many of these in

stitutes and conferences, planned the curricula, and been 

dean for some of them. For a long time she wrote the weekly

42 ‘
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lesson guides for the Church School published by the de

nomination as The Helper# She was invited often to share 

in the Unitarian as well as the Universalist educational 

programs*

During the first third of this century the presi

dents of Lombard College, Dr# L. B. Fisher, Dr. C. ELlwood 

Nash, and Dr. Joseph Tilden came to the annual sessions to 

advertise the college and to give inspirational addresses*

The Convention elected each year one or two representatives 

to visit this school in Galesburg, Illinois* In 1920 fifty 

dollars was pledged toward the expenses of any Iowa student 

attending this school and a year later the pledge was raised

to one hundred for an Iowan* Dr. Tilden was: empowered to

45
choose the individual* In 1923 one hundred dollars was

46
voted to the institution and three years later two thous

and dollars was sent when Dr. Tilden had raised two hundred

47
fifty thousand dollars for ano. endowment fund* Many of the 

Universalist young people from this state did attend Lombard 

College; it was there a large number of the ministers for 

Iowa were trained, among them Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Rev.

B. M. Jones, Rev. 0. G. Colegrove, Dr. Laura Bowman Galer, - 

Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock, Rev. H. L. F. Gillespie, 

and Dr. Amos Crum. In an earlier day Dr. William Chamberlin

4g 1 '
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gave ten thousand dollars and A. 0. Throop presented

twenty thousand dollars to the divinity s c h o o l .^9

Dr. F. J. Drake served Lombard College as Field

80
Secretary for a few years following 1912. In 1929 this 

Universalist College succumbed to the fate of many inadequ

ately endowed educational institutions. It had served the 

sons and daughters of Iowa and been in turn supported by 

students and adults from Iowa. Such prominent Iowa Univer

sal! sts as Hon. R. S. Galer, Dr. Laura Bowman G-aler, J. B.

Harsh, 0. B. Ayers, Dr. Amos Crum, Hamilton S. Karr, George 

W. Wakefield, and Dr. Effie McCollum Jones served on its 

Board of Trustees.

Sometime in the first decade of the century the 

Young Peoples Christian Union ceased to have a separate con

vention and shared the state church meeting. Herbert L. 

Stoughton, in writing to Dr. Effie McCollum Jones in 1908, 

expressed himself on the change.

"I remember well the scrap in the Y. P. C. U. Conven
tion when it was first voted to hold their session at 
the same time and place as the State Convention. I 
fought it from every side, but lost. Then we were hav
ing annual conventions with frequently double the atten
dance of the State Convention. In the first meeting 
held with the State Convention, the attendance at the 
two did not equal the young people*s {attendance in the 
separate meetings.] Then they were given one day, later 
half a day and so on \ln 1907 none]. I hardly think

2jg '
M. L. Edwards, Career of a Remarkable Man11 - Aug. 9,

1884 - newspaper clipping taken from a Mt. Pleasant news
paper.

49
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there are more than two live senior unions in the 
state*

Doubtless there were other causes that affected the atten

dance at Conventions and the number of unions in the state*

The situation fluctuated somewhat with the numbers of young 

people in the individual parishes at a given time. In the 

last twenty years the number has varied for that reason. 

Sometimes as many as thirty would be in attendance and then 

as few as eight or ten - but they have been given responsi

bility, recognition, and social opportunities by the adult 

delegates and officers.

To carry on the state missionary m d convention 

activities has necessitated the use of money. Beginning in 

1909 they began the practise of subsidizing a weak or dor

mant parish to enable it to remain or to become an actively
KQ ' '

functioning chruch; or to repair their church property 

for services. This was an added burden* Neither the cent- 

a-day per member plan, the- pledge plan, the parish quota 

plan, nor a special drive for the raising of an endowment 

ever met with marked success. Their people were, perhaps, 

too strongly individualistic to respond well to any of these 

plans. The independent congregational organization made it 

possible to ask but impossible to command cooperation. 

Furthermore, the local parish finances were more compelling 

because nearer- to each member*

Herbert L. Stoughton, Osage, Iowa, to Dr. Effie 
McCollum Jones, August 17, 1908*

52

321

I.U.C., Secretary1 s Record. Vol. 3, p. 238*



www.manaraa.com

Some funds oame into the permanent treasury 

through the sale of the church properties where the society 

had been dormant for a considerable time* Also a few in

dividuals had made modest bequests, namely J* D. Platt, Mrs* 

Nancy and Mr. Nathan Peckham, E* P. Sinclair, Mary K. Lancey, 

Mrs* Mary L. Pingrey and Mrs* M. E. Smith* The one thousand 

dollar Nancy Peckham fund for ministerial relief was sent to 

the Ministerial Pension Fund of the General Convention* 

Unfortunately, some unwise investments and the world economic 

depression depleted the madest reserve*

During the twentieth century there were some changes 

in the declaration of faith that affected Iowa, a part of the 

general denomination. There have been a number of such re

visions which were generally accepted as evidences of pro

gress in religious thought. A denominational leader in writ

ing about creeds said the

"problem... is to unite freedom with order, liberality 
with stability, growth with permanency. If there be any 
among us who, in their anxiety for freedom, object to 
creeds or Professions of Belief, from fear that spirit
ual life will thereby be ohecked, they should be remind
ed that Faith is the condition of standing or falling of 
every Christian Church, aid that creeds are not only 
safe, as long as they are subject to periodical revision, 
but they are salutary, nay even necessary, as landmarks 
of growth and progress, necessary as a bond of union, 
fellowship and co-operation among large bodies of men."*4

The newjset of Five Principles adopted at Boston in 

1899 in response to a wide demand for the renewal of the lib

erty clause which had been inadvertently omitted, continued 
_

Ibid*, Vol. 4, p. 112.

Unlversallst Register and Almanac. Boston, 1874.
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to be the statement of faith until the Washington conven

tion in 1935. These changes in profession were a healthy 

sign of a living, growing institution. In every one there 

has been the idea of the continous faith in the love of God 

for all of his children and their salvation and they have 

combined

"the proclamation of convictions with Insistence on 
the right of intellectual and spiritual freedom. —
The Universaliat faith was born out of a struggle for 
spiritual freedom and in the spirit of freedom only 
can it live. Its genius is summed up in the Motto:
*In essentials, unity! in non-essentials, liberty; in 
all things charity.1"55

The Five Principles for more than thirty years were 

before the physical eye, on the walls of the churches in 

Webster City and Mitchellville ead were frequently heard in 

the simple liturgy opening the hour of worship.

The Worcester Statement and the Bond of Fellowship

ratified at Wadiington state that,

"The bond of fellowship in this Convention shall be a 
common purpose to do the will of God asJesus revealed 
it and to co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. *

*To that end we avow our faith in God as Eternal 
and All-Conquering Love, in the spiritual leadership 
of Jesue, in the supreme worth of every human personal
ity, in the authority of truth known or to be known, 
and in the power of men of good will and sacrificial 
spirit to overcome all evil and progressively establish 
the kingdom of God. Neither this nor any other state
ment shall be imposed as a creedal test^ provided that 
the faith thus Indicated be professed."56

The general trend of the pulpit leadership may be 

~  -

Frederic Williams Perkins. Beliefs Commonly Held 
Among Us. Boston, 1940, pp. 53 and 54.

56
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indicated by the records of the addresses at the annual state 

meetings. The challenge and inspiration of the pioneer Uni

versal! sts in Iowa who stood unswervingly for democracy, reason 

and truth in religion was presented one year by Dr. Clinton 

Lee Scott, urging the members to be a thinking group courage

ously defending their convictions "for a thinking minority 

can exert a tremendous Influence upon the progress of the 

world. The Rev. C. H. Olson at another time, told the

assembled delegates that no program was ready made for any 

church school or parish for "our strength is in the fact that 

we are a religious democracy, with the glorious opportunity 

of being able to change and grow as we s.ee the need.

Dr. Effie McCollum Jones once said,

"The road to achievement has never been easy but it 
leads upward. Our greatest human quality is the 
ability to hold on in spite of defeat. The law of 
progress is dependable but not automatic. So great 
men are able to hope greatly and ke^> their eyes on 
a goal toward which the ages will permit them to 
struggle.

In 1919 the Convention inscribed the following in 

its permanent records.

"In this time of re-organization and re-building of 
every phase of human society we plead for a keener 
realization of the vital need of the world for our 
peculiar message of human brotherhood and hope for 
all the race. The world must be brought to see more 
clearly the fundamental necessity for right ideals as 
the only feasible basis for any valid and lasting 
settlement of the crucial problems which confront civil
ization. In full confidence that as our beloved Dr.
Fisher said so strongly last night we owe to the world 
in its present crying need and peril a strong and con
fident affirmation of our essential principles of

57JE. U. C., Secretary1 s Records. Vol. 4, p. 133.

58Ibia.. Vol. 5, p. 23.
59lbld., Vol. 4, p. 3S1.

324



www.manaraa.com

human brotherhood and the integrity of the divine order*
It is necessary now as never before that we shall keep 
our churches active, up to their fullest degree of 
efficiency and speaking their message in no uncertain 
voice* While we welcome every effort for a more cor
dial cooperation among the denominations and a closer 
fellowship among Christians of every sect, we still 
need to remind ourselves and the world that the fear
less proclamation of our peculiar tenets has been a 
major factor in mellowing theological differences and 
in popularizing the ideals of human solidarity and 
social service to which w© now look in hope, and that 
unless we keep our special flag flying and make our 
peculiar emphasis in no uncertain tongue we shall fall 
the world when it needs us most. *60

In 1940 Dr. Laura Bowman G-aler in the Occasional

Sermon entitled "Hold Your Ground" was reported to have said

"that no matter what you hear this is not the world* s 
greatest crisis. Scientific discoveries simply aid 
us to know what is going on. History reveals that 
scourges and persecutions have been worse in the past 
ages. If they came thru we can come thru. The terr
ible temptation of the times is in the mind. Think 
clearly for what you stand and then stand for it be
fore all men unafraid. You may perish but the things 
for which you bravely stood b efore all men will live 
on. Jesus of Nazareth had the choice of silence or 
death, he chose to armor Himself with the truth and 
accept the Judgment. Doubtless that is why the things 
for which He s tood have lived through the ages. Our 
faith cannot be killed but it will die if we do not 
boldly defend it before all the world, *^1

Dr. Ratcliff said,

"We need to ask often, what does count in life? This 
church has always stressed as the great eternal law 
of life the law of love. It is our distinct contri
bution to the world of ideas. It is the basic law 
of living. To fit this great law into our every day 
living and make it operate is this church’s Job. The 
goal of human endeavor is brotherhood. Torn by war 
and with a world in chaos this is the sort of religion 
that must be preached as never before. Our weakness 
Is that we are given to dwell on memories, to looking 
backward. Memories can be an inspiration or a burden."62

60Ibld., Vol. 3, p. 535.

61Ibld.. Vol. 5, p. 37.
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Dr* Jones, like Dr. Galer, supplied inspiration

and armor for the war era. She read the fourth verse of

the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah.

"There is perhaps no better example of desolation, 
of complete devastation than is given in this story 
of destruction and woe that came upon the Hebrew 
race... .Because we need a heartening voice in these 
times these lines from the records of the Hebrews 
are read to re-incarnate our faith....No generation 
has ever been so desolated that it has not risen.
Humanity has never surrendered hope. It has climbed 
a long way up from the tooth and claw era, step by 
step, this process we call civilization has evolved 
orderly processes of Justice and mercy. Individuals 
may weaken and fall but humans as a group are never 
wholly beaten. The spirit of defeatism must be 
guarded against. Remember that Good can never be 
permanently defeated. Wisdom never began and ended 
with one generation. We are the product of all the 
yesterdays. No situation is ever desperate. To for
get vain regrets is a forward step. To dare to go 
forward to an unknown task, to face a challenge seem
ingly impossible, to hope in a war tom world, that 
is our Job and our responsibility.

Dr. Walter McPherson from Joliet, Illinois spoke 

on a "Faith for These Times", "only those who believe pro

foundly in a real brotherhood of all men can help to save 

civilization from its present perils and serve the future* s 

needs.

Alfred S. Cole wrote of the future in 1937. In

stead of theological fears concerning sin, punishment and 

salvation there were now the vital economic and social pro

blems of enabling millions to live in security and comfort.

"Now in a world of political, economic and religious 
upheaval we stand. The tools used by our fathers, 
which were admirable in their day, are dull and blunt.
With our tradition of freedom, our background of tol
erance, with our ability to learn from mistakes, we

6gIbld.. Vol. 5, p. 95,(1941).
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must stand once again at the front of the struggle.
There were times, many of them, when we as a Church 
faltered. No way could be seen to open ahead. The 
road was dark....but we went on. That is what we 
must do now. Armed with the ̂ results of J science,
Cwith a 3 broad understanding of the world, and Ewith] 
good will, we cannot ignore the desperate needs of 
men and women. Our struggle will be in the economic 
arena whereas our fathers fought mainly along theo
logical fronts. Let us go on and forge on the anvil 
of this age a new Liberalism."65

The work of the State organization was carried 

forward with zeal and devotion by the men and women of Iowa.

To name them all would be impossible - but some of those who 

made outstanding contributions came from both the ministry 

and the laity. Dr. F. J. Drake of Webster City led in the 

movement to liquidate the assets of the dormant parishes 

and organize the records so that the president and secretary 

would have access to the summary placed in notebook form.

It is at present the only record of the first half century 

of the Universalist movement in Iowa.

Herbert L. Stoughton, an attorney from Osage, whose 

family had long been identified with the denomination was the 

outstanding secretary. He was so whole-heartedly devoted to 

the cause that he gave unstintedly of his time, energy, money 

and talent to the local parish and to the State organization.

He was the legal adviser and counsellor during the reorgan

ization. His correspondence files for the denomination were 

extensive. He responded promptly and in warm good fellowship 

to all scattered Universalists and inquiring individuals. He 

assumed the heavy burdens of organizing and supporting the 

^Cole, loc. clt.. p. 1357

327



www.manaraa.com

Post Office Mission work# The Convention in 1913 passed the 

following resolution:

"Realizing how much of the work of this Convention 
has come through the hand of our Secretary, how 
largely his efficient business methods have added 
to the activity of the Universalist Church in Iowa 
and how valuable his devoted service is to this 
Convention, be it resolved that this Convention 
express ite gratitude to Mr* Herbert L. Stoughton 
for the work he has already accomplished as Sec
retary of this Convention*1,66

His untimely death was keenly felt by his many friends and 

admirers throughout the state.

S. J. Oldfield of Mitchellville was an unusually 

fine financial agent of the State Convention. A man of un

questioned integrity and reliability he helped by wise coun

sel, careful records, and sound investments to conserve their 

funds in order to perpetuate the work of the denomination in 

Iowa* In the Convention in 1905 an "especial mention was 

made of Treasurer Oldfield and the hearty vote of the Con

vention expressed the confidence and satisfaction universally 

felt in his administration of his office. " He and Dr. Drake 

helped initiate and pass a law through the Iowa Assembly pro

viding "for the control and disposition of the property of 

extinct religious societies in this State.

Judge Roger S. Galer of Mt. Pleasant was one of the

best presidents the State Convention had in the twentieth

century. His calm, deliberate and sagacious counsel was

greatly respected and much appreciated. He s erved as a

00 1 
I. U. £., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 384.

gSfcM. , Vol. 3, p. 188.
°Dr. F. J. Drake* s report to the Executive Board of 

I. U. C., January 26, 1911.
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trustee of Lombard College and was on the Executive Board 

of the General Convention. His worth and devotion received 

wide recognition.

Judge F. C. Platt and H. B. Cropper, both of Water

loo, gave efficient and faithful leadership as State Presi

dent in the early part of the century. C. D. Van Vechten 

and C. N. Jenkins, attorneys from Cedar Rapids, served on the 

official board; either one or the other served continuously 

until that parish withdrew from the convention. Mrs. 0. S. 

Franklin, Des Moines, as secretary, Richard Shane, Waterloo, 

as treasurer and later as president,have given unusually 

fine service to the state organization.

L. V. Harpel, an attorney from Boone, was for many

years elected to the State Board. After his death in 1936

the records carry this memorial to his life.

**In the death of L. V. Harpel of Boone the Iowa Univer
sal! st Convention has met with a deep loss and registers 
its sincere appreciation of his fine personality, his 
sterling integrity and his innate liberalism. For 
many years he was active in our church in Boone and a 
loyal supporter of the work of this Convention. For 
several years he was our capable and hard working 
President. We need more men of his loyal and in
corruptible spirit. His life has been a challenge to 
the young men of today to be to their church in their 
age what Mr. Harpel and his like have been in their 
time.

The ministers whose leadership has been most per

manent were those with unusual ability, a long tenure and 

a deep devotion to the cause. Among them there has been a 

number of women whose service in Iowa has been very outstand

ing and recognized through out the denomination, namely Dr.
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Laura B. Galer, Dr. Effle McCollum Jones, the Rev. Jennie 

B. Hitchcock, the Rev. Edna P. Bruner and the Rev. Minnie

0. Colegrove.
The
z\Rev. Jennie Bartholomew came to Iowa after she had 

taught school for a number of years and then had graduated 

from Byder Divinity School at Lombard College. She served 

the parishes of Mitchellville, Boone and Osage. At the 

latter place she married Arad Hitchcock and she has resided 

there ever since. She gave up the active ministry but re

mained a loyal and devoted worker in the denomination in
when

Osage .and in the state. In 1937,\the Rev. Jennie Hitchcock

was seriously ill, the Convention in session wrote,

HWe. .♦.desire to express our sincere appreciation of 
Mrs. Hitchcocks fine qualities and her loyal de
votion to the faith and to the interests of her 
church. She loved her privilege as a member and as 
a minister of the Universallst Church. Even since 
her failing health has made it Inadvisable for her 
to carry on her active services as a minister she 
has maintained her constant attitude of loyal co
operation in all ways....we are each her debtors 
for the inspiration of her fine spirit. Our prayers 
and good wishes are with her for her rapid return to 
a fair measure of health and enjoyment of life.

"Fifty years in the ministry have given Dr. Effie 
\ McCollum Jones a life of variety and enjoyment. Dr.

Jones has traveled from coast to coast, from border 
to border, and through Canada and much of Europe 
during those fifty years. She has worked for pro
hibition, as well as for woman suffrage, the welfare 
of under-privileged children, workd peace and other 
causes which she felt would benefit mankind. fMy 
life has been full, rich and happy, and I suppose 
that is because my hobby is people,1 Dr. Jones said.

MCShe3 will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of her ordination as a Universalist minister Sunday 
[June 19423. She has been pastor of the Universalist
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church in Webster City since 1925 and during that 
time has been a leader in many activities for 
community betterment and a leading lecturer. Her 
entire ministry has been spent in three cities....
Barre, Vermont, Waterloo and Webster City, Iowa.

"She first decided to become a minister when, 
at the age of ten she learned that Universalist 
Churches sometimes, though rarely in those days, 
employed women as pastors. From the day of that 
discovery, she never lost sight of her aim....the 
pulpit of a church. When she was little more than 
fifteen years old, she became a district school 
teacher in Kansas, her home state. She entered 
Ryder Divinity school at G-alesburg, Illinois, at 
nineteen years of age. She was ordained at Dubuque,
Iowa, June 28, 1892.

"Immediately after her ordination she became 
the wife of a theological classmate, B. Wallace 
Jones. The Rev. and Mrs. Jones came to Waterloo, 
where they were co-pastors of the Universalist 
church. *My husband delivered the morning sermon 
and I preached at the evening service. We both 
taught Bible classes and had a very happy pastorate 
in Waterloo,1 she said. In less than two years after 
their ordination Mr. and Mrs. Jones were called to 
a larger church in Barre, Vermont. Two children,
Eleanor and Benona, were born to them in Barre. Mr.
Jones died in January of 1898, and Mrs. Jones was 
asked to stay on as sole pastor.

"She remained in Barre until 1904 when she was 
called back to Waterloo, where she stayed until 1916.
At that time she resigned to work with the National 
Woman Suffrage Association as a National Field Direct
or. She toured the country helping to organize and 
carry out campaigns for votes for women. She is a 
close friend of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, famous 
leader of this movement. During her pastorate in 
Waterloo, Dr. Jones went to Europe in 1910 to address 
the International Congress of Religious Liberals in 
Berlin, a convention of outstanding religious leaders 
from all parts of the world. She also spoke in London, 
Liverpool, and other European cities.

"Dr. Jones first came to Webster City in 1917, to 
take over the work of the Rev. Harry F. Shook until 
he could return from his duties as chaplain in the 
army during World War I. After two years Mr. Shook 
again took over his ministry here and Dr. Jones be
came a lecturer with her sister, Harriet McCollum.
In 1925 she returned to the local pastorate and has 
been here since that time.
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**Dr. Jones has, at different times, held most 
of the state offices in the Universalist church and 
is now vice president of the Iowa Universalist Con
vention and its historian. Trustee of the Univer
salist General Convention for six years, chairman 
of its standing committee on Pastoral Psychology, 
she has attended conventions and board meetings in 
all parts of the United States.

**She has been active in the work of the local 
Woman* s Club and of the Iowa Federation of Women* s 
clubs for many years. She is a member of the Web
ster City chapter of the Business and Professional 
Women*s Club, of the P. E. 0. Sisterhood, and of 
the League of Women Voters.

***For many years I enjoyed all the traveling 
experiences that came my way, but now I prefer to 
settle down in a town like Webster City where I 
may know people well and enjoy my friends,* she said. 
*Don*t forget, however, that I think travel is a 
broadening experience and that every young person 
should plan to see as much as possible of the world 
and the ways of many sorts of people before establish
ing himself for life. Tolerance and understanding 
come only from acquaintance with all kinds of 
people. * **71

Although Dr. Laura Bowman Galer was born in 

Carroll, Iowa, she grew up in Boston, Massachusetts. She 

attended Mt. Holyoke College for two years then came west 

to Cedar Falls to live with her grandfather, Elder John 

Bowman, once the Superintendent of the Waterloo Methodist 

Episcopal District. She completed her college work at the 

Iowa State Normal School, while assisting her grandfather 

by doing his clerical work, since he had become blind.

After obtaining an A. B. degree from Hadcliffe College in 

1904, where she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, she taught 

school in the Cedar Falls public schools and in the Train

ing Department in the Iowa State Normal School.

Webster City Observer. June 25, 1942.
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In 1896 she joined the Unitarian Church in Boston 

although her own family was Episcopalian, During the time 

she was teaching in Cedar Falls she became interested in the 

Waterloo Universalist Church of which Dr, Effie McCollum 

Jones was pastor. Because she understood and desired to be 

helpful to her students in solving their personal problems, 

she decided to become a minister. The Unitarian Association 

was not encouraging women to enter their ministry, although 

they had several occupying pulpits. Dr. L. B. Fisher of 

Lombard College offered her a faculty position with time to 

study in the Ryder Divinity School. In 1909 she transferred 

her membership to the Universalist Church in Waterloo.

While studying at Ryder she was pastor of a new 

Universalist society at Abingdon, Illinois. In 1911, the 

year she graduated, she became the pastor at Markesan, Wiscon

sin. A year later she married Roger S. G-aler and came to 

Mt. Pleasant, opened a Sunday School and did unofficial 

pastoral work. In 1922 she began preaching between the 

visits of the pastor from Galesburg, and filled pulpits in 

Mitchellville, Webster City, Iowa City and Keokuk. Since 

1930 she has been the regular pastor in Mt. Pleasant. That 

church has been very fortunate in the enjoyment of her in

spirational leadership for such a long time.

In 1940 she received the Doctor of Divinity degree

from Meadville Theological School in recognition of her fine
to 19
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and has been vice president, trustee, a member and later 

ohairman of the fellowship committee of the State Convention 

for many years.

Mrs* Galer wrote Bible for Modem Minds with the 

assistance of her husband, R. S. G-aler and Dr, Floyd Ross 

of Iowa Wesleyan College,

She is an unusual woman, with warm humanity per

meating all her personal contacts and the raî e ability to 

challenge others to think and serve. The Mt, Pleasant Church 

and the state of Iowa have been enriched by her intelligent 

and alert leadership.

"In 1930, the Universalist Church of Waterloo wel
comed a new minister, Rev. Edna P. Bruner, who 
there started her ministry after having complet&dc 
her theological training at St. Lawrence University,
Canton, New York.

"She was young and she brought a kind of in
spiration that only youth can bring. Her untiring 
efforts coupled with her devotion did much to build 
the church as a whole and to fill a definite place 
in the community life of Waterloo. She served as a 
public speaker on the platform or over the radio.
She endeared herself to the older members of the 
parish but her work with young people was especially 
noteworthy. It was under her leadership and inspira
tion that Robert Housden of Waterloo decided to enter 
the ministry and enrolled at St. Lawrence University 
for his training. It was regrettable indeed that 
his death occurred while he was still a student.

"In connection with her work with young people,
Miss Bruner encouraged attendance at the Mid-West 
Institute as a worth while part of Universalist train
ing. Response to her efforts was splendid and a good
ly number from Waterloo always journeyed to Indiana 
and enrolled for the Mid-West courses. For three 
years during this period, Miss Bruner served as dean 
of the Institute.

72Laura Bowman G-aler, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, to Elva Tucker, 
Waterloo, Iowa, January 14, 1944.
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"She served the Iowa Universalist Convention 
several years as its president* She resigned from 
this office as well as the Waterloo pastorate in 
1940, feeling that she could serve with greater 
usefulness and gain a still broader experience as 
a General Field Worker for the Universalist Churches 
of America with headquarters in Boston.

"Much might be written about what Miss Bruner 
accomplished in Waterloo but the many lives that 
are richer because they caught the vision of her 
teachings and responded to them, are the true measur
ing stick of her great worth to Waterloo and to Iowa.

The Rev. Minnie 0. Colegrove1 s contribution was 

a Joint one of dedication and devotion with her husband, 

the Rev. 0. G. Colegrove. She was ordained while they were 

serving the parish at Mitohellville, Iowa. They were called 

there in 1918 from Owatonna, Minnesota and Mr. Colegrove be

came the State Superintendent of Churches.

The latter was born in Michigan, October 30, 1864 

and was graduated from the Hanover High School in 1883 and 

from Ryder Divinity School at Lombard College, Galesburg, 

Illinois in 1887. He was ordained at Decatur, Michigan, in 

September. In 1888 he became the pastor at Morrison, Illin

ois, where he remained for three years.

"December 23, 1891 he was married to Minnie Ogsbury, 
a school teacher, from Morrison. They held pastor
ates in Ohio at Kent, Blanchester, Woodstock, Plain 
City and Greenville. They lived in Ohio twenty-five 
years and for twelve years he was State Superintendent 
of the Ohio Churches. They were the pastors at 
Owatonna, Minnesota for three years, at Mitohellville,
Iowa nearly twenty years and at Stockton, Illinois 
nearly three years.

"He retired from the active ministry in 1941 
after fifty-six years in continuous service in Uni
versalist churches. They secured a quiet little

^^rs. Elizabeth Kenney, McAllen, Texas to Elva Tucker, 
Waterloo, Iowa, Feb. 12, 1944.
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33 6

home in Stockton, Illinois where they expect to 
enjoy their remaining days, still ministering to 
the causes that need help, for human welfare, uni
versal brotherhood and permanent peace,1,74 r

They were beloved by all who knew them because of their deep

devotion to their church and to the right and their own

exemplary lives. They had unbounded faith in and love for

their fellowman. Furthermore, they were tolerant of other

people who were sincere in their convictions or trying to

live aright, though not sharing their views.

Among the other men in the ministry who served 

in the Iowa Universal!st churches,were the Rev. W. S. Ralph 

of Osage, the Rev. Frank Miller, the Rev. Otto Raspe, the x

Rev, H, L. Haywood and the Rev. Joseph Fort Newton. The 

last two were liberal rather than specifically Universalists. 

They were both men of unusual intellectual and ministerial 

talents. Rev. Frank Miller and 0. 0. Colegrove were not 

eloquent speakers, but their simple direct words and their 

eloquent lives of service, devotion and self sacrifice to 

the cause they loved, were deeply respected and they were 

endeared to the communities where they served. Rev. Mr.

Raspe was the talented and capable minister, who placed 

the Waterloo parish again on the active list, following a 

short dormant period which many had feared would be fatal.

Rev. Mr. Ralph was considered by the people of Osage, their 

most cultured and capable pastor. The State Convention missed 

the leadership of this faithful and enthusiastic Universalist

74Rev. 0. G. Colegrove, Stockton, Illinois, to ELva 
Tucker, Waterloo, Iowa, February 16, 1944.
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Chapter VII

TWENTIETH CENTURY CHURCHES: 1900-1943

The twentieth century opened with some twenty-nine 

Universal!st churches affiliated with the state convention.

Of this number eight were doubtless dormant and possibly one 

or two more might have been.

Active parishes Dormant parishes

1. Boone 1. Castalia
2. Bloomfield 2. Cedar Falls
3. Cedar Rapids 3. Charles City
4. Clarinda 4. Dubuque
5; Clinton 5. ELdora
6. Greeley 6. Elkader
7. Marshalltown 7. New Sharon
8. Manchester 8. Ossian
9. Mitchellville
10. Mount Pleasant
11. Northwood
12. Osage
13. Otranto
14. Shenandoah
15. Steamboat Rock
16. Storm Lake
17. Strawberry Point
18. Waterloo
19. Webster City
20. West Union
21. Iowa Falls 1

The closing of long established parishes with 

church buildings was begun in the sale of the Newton, Oska- 

loosa, Waverly and Iowa City churches in the nineteenth 

century and was continued in the twentieth. In many cases 

it is difficult to know just when the parishes became dor

mant because many of the records are missing. It is possible 

however to know when they last sent delegates to a state

gathering and when the property was sold since most of the

^Iowa UnlverBallst Convention. President1 s Notebook, 
(hereafter I. tJ. 5. will signify Iowa Universalist doriventionh
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deeds were held by the state treasurer. The people in each 

locality were given every encouragement to retain their pro

perty and continue their group activities. In most cases 

the local Universalists either asked the convention to dis

pose of it, helped arrange the sale or at least gave their 

consent to the transaction. Whenever possible it was sold 

to another denomination so that it would continue to house 

religious worshipers, the purpose for which it was originally

dedicated. ,and
Between 1900 a 1910 the six churches at Clarlnda, 

Charles City, Iowa Falls, Marshalltown, Northwood and Ossian 

were dropped from fellowship and their property sold. In 

the next decade thirteen more vanished from the rolls. They 

were:

1. Bloomfield 7. Greeley
2. Castalia 8. New Sharon
3. Cedar Falls 9. Otranto
4. Dubuque 10. Shenandoah
5. Eldora 11. Steamboat Hock
6. Elkader 12. Storm Lake

13. Strawberry Point2

From 1920 to 1930 was a much more encouraging 

period. The Cedar Rapids church was dropped from the Univer- 

salist fellowship because they wishes to be a free church 

without denominational affiliation. So although lost to this 

group it continued as an active church and a liberal force 

in Cedar Rapids. The previous two decades had been a time 

when the state board, under the leadership of Dr. F. J. Drake, 

had reorganized affairs and sold the useless or deteriorating

bid.
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property of dormant societies# Two churches, Manchester and 

West Union, which had not been active i or supported a minister 

for many, many years were finally sold between 1930 and 1940.

By 1943 only four churches were active and just two dormant 

ones yet retained their properties*

Active Dormant

1# Mitchellville 1# Boone
2. Mount Pleasant 2# Osage^
3. Waterloo
4# Webster City *

Churches Closed in First Decade: 1900-1910 

The story of the local churches was described in 

the chronological order of their closing# In many cases not 

much was known of their declining days. The six that were 

closed in the first decade were Clarinda, Charles City, Iowa 

Falls, Marshalltown, Northwood and Ossian#

Clarinda

In 1900 Rev# J# B. Fosher the state superintendent, 

held a series of meetings in Clarinda; one new member was 

added, the first one in years.4 Early the following year the 

Rev# H. L# F. Gillespie did some volunteer work in the par

ish.^ Four years later (1905) the church and grounds were 

sold.^ July 17, 1911 Dr. Drake called in the city and found 

several Universalists, nine of whom became members of the 

Webster City parish. ̂
glbi^

’The Clarinda Herald. November 3, and December 4, 1900.

6Ibld.. Jan. 4, 1901.
®I. U._C., Secretarial Record. Vol. 3, p. 813.
7I M d . , Vol. 3, p. 311.
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Charles City

At Charles City they had become inactive so the 

building was sold to the First Christian Church January 1,

1907. The Rev. G. A* Hess was their representative. W. H. 

Griswold who had been responsible for all the care and re

pairs for the last seven or eight years wrote, "It Is with 

regret that we have to give up our beautiful little church 

....it would be impossible to start up the church at present, 

perhaps for a long time to come."8 The trustees who de

cided to dispose of the property were J. Howen, E. J. Fisher,

E. D. Bishop, W. H. Griswold, Clayton Henry, and Josiah 

Bellnip.9

Iowa Falls

The church at Iowa Falls came to be called the 

Peoples1 Church. The Rev. John Mullholland, a Universal 1st 

minister, remained there until sometime in 1901. Hon. J. H.

Funk and other laymen kept the church open for a time.-1-19 

In 1905 it was sold to the Catholic denomination. "The Unl- 

versallsts no longer maintain services and it was deemed best 

to dispose of the property which will make the Catholic 

people a fine church home in the heart of the city. The pre

mises are at present occupied by the Episcopals.... "•**■*• The 

funds received were distributed among the members of the local

8W. H. Griswold, Charles City, Iowa to S. J. Oldfield, 
Mitchellville, Iowa, March 23, 1907.

9Ibid.

10Iowa Falls Sentinel. Feb. 21, 1900 - Dec. 31, 1901. 

u Ibid. r Feb. 21, 1905.
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pariah who had contributed to the building project.13 Mrs.

Abbie Foster a member of this church attended the conventionsv

as late as 1913 when she was a member of the resolutions 

committee.^

Mar shalIt own

Marshalltown was last represented in the conven

tion in 1900. Thereafter the newspapers carried no account 

of regular services or mentioned a pastor. They had origin

ally obtained their religious home, the stone church, when 

the Episcopalian group had lost it through foreclosure pro

ceedings. In 1909 the latter group purchased it from the 

Universalists.14 James L. Denmead was the treasurer and 

L. B. Munro was another member of the local society at the 

time of this transaction.1^

Osslan

The small society at Cssian ceased to function about 

1901 The small frame church was sold to a working man who 

converted it into a dwelling1® about 1909.13

Churches Closed in the Second Decade: 1910-1920

In the following decade (1910-1920) a much larger

"] o ~
Frank Foster. Iowa Falls, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 

Falls, Iowa, April «, 1943.

13i* £• J5*, Secretary's Record. Vol. 3, p. 385.
14Iowa Times Republican (Marshalltown)>Jan. 22, 1909.

1®S. J. Oldfield and H. L. Stoughton correspondence, and 
notation files,(John S. Coburn to S. J. Oldfield, Jan. 16,1909).

1®Mrs. Ward M. Allen, Ossian, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, May 16, 1943.

17
_!• U. C., President's Notebook.
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group was dropped and many of these had a longer history and

made a greater contribution to the lives of the people in

their respective communities.

Bloomfield New Sharon
Castalia Otranto
Cedar Falls Shenandoah
Dubuque Steamboat Rock
El dor a Storm Lake
Elkader Strawberry Point
Greeley

Bloomfield

Bloomfield had entertained the state convention in 

189718 and they were last represented in the convention in 

1904.-^ At that time there were thirty members. Dr. Mc- 

Glaufflin had been there and in 1912 the Rev. T. B. Fisher 

held services with forty or fifty in attendance. There seemed 

considerable Interest and he recommended that they form a 

circuit with Mt, Pleasant and hold services once each month.20 

The "Nazarenes” were renting their church for sixty dollars 

a year. The following year the church was sold to the above 

renters through their minister, Dr. C. H. Cronk.21 Mrs. Flora 

McAchran wrote,"The Membership grew for some years but was 

finally so diminished by death and removal that the Society 

ceased to function and the building was sold.1,22 Neverthe

less, they had thirty or forty members and that would seem

■^Effie McCollum Jones, D.D., Brlef History of the First 
Universallst Church of Bloomfield, Iowa., manuscript.

H* > Secretary1 s Record. Vol. 3, p. 258.

20Ibld.. Vol. 3, p. 328.

21JI. U. C., President* s Notebook.

2%rs. Flora D. McAchran, Bloomfield, Iowa to Dr. Effie 
McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, July 9, 1930.
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enough to support a church, especially one that had gallant

ly defended Itself In the days of the religious debates.

Castalla

Castalla was last represented in the Convention in 

1896. This was a rural church which Dr. Effie McCollum Jones 

has said was primarily a family Chapel —  because the Nathan 

Peckhams had built it and maintained it. Mr. Peckham passed 

away in 1899 and his wife a decade later. In 1911 there was 

no organization and just three families were identified with 

the Universalist church. A year later the building was sold 

to the German Lutheran Congregation and the "burying ground” 

was deeded to the Bloomfield Cemetery Association in compli

ance with the desire of the Peckhams.^3
Cedar Falls

Cedar Falls was last represented in the convention 

the same year as Castalla. In 1911 there were three families 

but they still had an organization. The officers were S. A. 

Bishop, Moderator; F. D. Pierce (once a minister but then 

in business); secretary, H. S. Gilkey; and treasurer, Her

bert Godfrey. The property was in excellent repair and

rented for fifteen dollars a month. January 9, 1915 it was 

24
sold. Only Mrs. F. D. Pierce, S. A. Bishop's daughter;

Herbert Godfrey; Miss May Foote and H. S. Gilkey still reside 

in the community.^ ‘

23 ' ' ' ' 1
£• U. C., President* s Notebook and JE. U. C., Secretary* s 

Record. Vol. 3, p. 329.

S4i. U. C., President* s Notebook and Secretary* s Record. 
Vol., 3, p. 428.

^Conversation with Mrs. F. D. Pierce, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
in 1943.

344



www.manaraa.com

Dubuque

Dubuque, so prosperous in the nineteenth century,
O C

was last represented in the convention in 1896. By 1901

it was classified as a Peoples* Church with the Rev, N. A.

Haskell, a Unitarian minister, as their pastor, A few years

before they had sold their property and planned to build in

a more favorable site, but this was never done. From 1890

to 1908 they held regular business meetings.

**In 1902 the Society was re-incorporated. These art
icles of Incorporation were signed by B. W. Jones 
[father-in-law of Dr. Effie McCollum Jones 3 James 
Cushing, Angie B. Road, Mattie L. Hamilton, Emeretta 
Kingman, Clara Thedinga, and 0. E. Guernsey. After 
1908 there are again no records until those of 1910.
In that year the fifty-second annual meeting of the 
Society was held at the residence of Dr. C. H. Hamil
ton. At this meeting the trustees were instructed 
to sell a lot which the Society owned for not less 
than three thousand six hundred dollars. This lot 
was located on the corner of Tenth and Bluff Streets. 0„ 
[it was sold for three thousand eight hundred dollars.]. ̂

**No other meetings are recorded until the next 
annual meeting which was held in Temple Hall, corner 
of Ninth and Locust Streets, on Friday evening,
September 15, 1911. Dr. Drake, president of the State 
Convention was present. During the meeting the follow
ing resolution was read by Henry Michel: ‘Whereas,
the First Unlversalist Society of Dubuque, Iowa, al
though maintaining its legal existence has for a number 
of years past been inactive and dormant and had held 
or conducted no religious exercises of any kind, etc.
.... Therefore, be it resolved....that the funds now 
In the hands of the treasurer be turned over to the 
Iowa Universalist Convention. * **28

At that time there were twenty families and twenty- 

three members in the society. The officers ?/ere Henry Michel,

. U. C., President* s Notebook.

87ibia.
no
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, First Universalist Church 

of Dubuque. Iowa.» (hereafter Jones, Dubuque).
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president; Miss Clara Thedinga, secretary; and B. W. Jones, 

treasurer.^ "What reports are available show that during 

a long period the church was prosperous, its members were 

very active and interested and exerted considerable influ

ence in the c o m m u n i t y . T h i s  meeting would not have re

commended the transfer of the funds accumulated if they had 

not shown in a fifteen year interval that they were not go

ing to use them. After completing the transaction the soc

iety apparently ceased to function and never again tried to 

resume services. Their group had not been hopelessly de

pleted if numbers are of any significance.

Eldora

Eldora was last represented in the convention in 

1899, the last time the aged Father Gowdy could attend. It 

was he who had kept the church going either by his manage

ment or his personal ministrations. By 1909 they were not 

having services and apparently had not had many except those 

of the Tri-State Superintendent because the building was 

rented to the Christian Scientists. Both Mrs. A. S. Ward 

and Mrs. Dr. Morse, the leading members, wished to resume 

occasional services. Two years later the city council threat

ened to condemn the property because the tower was unsafe, 

several feet of the building rested on an adjoining lot, and 

a curbing and paving tax assessment of three hundred dollars 

was overdue. The surviving members voted to sell but all the 

personal property was reserved to be donated toward the equip-

29I.U.C., President^ Notebook.

Clones, Dubuque, op. cit.
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ment of the auditorium of the public library. This included 

the pulpit, two pulpit chairs, a square marble topped table 

and twenty seven-seat sections of opera chairs. The Eldora 

Public Library Board acknowledged the gift by a formal vote 

of thanks.3 -̂ Mrs. Dr. Morse is the only surviving Univer

sal 1st in Eldora today, she has been a member of the denom

ination for seventy-one years.32

Elkader

Elkader usually was a part of a circuit including 

Strawberry Point and Greeley. The Rev. Matt Wing represent

ed them last in 1896 at the convention.33 Only about five 

members were reported living around there in 1883. They re

tained their property until December 24, 1909, and at the 

1910 convention the name of this society was stricken from

•ZA
the register.

Ore el e.v

The last delegation from Greeley to the convention 

came in 1907. By 1909 the frame ohurch was in very bad re

pair. The land had been a bequest of H. A. and Elizabeth 

Correll. The contract by the state convention to A. R. Heath

was completed In 1911 when the name of Greeley was dropped as

35
a Universalist parish. Miss Ella Ellis wrote in 1930 that 

^1. U. _C., President1 s Notebook.

32Mre. Dr. Morse, El'dora, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, May 12, 1943.

~U. C., Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, p. 49.

^1. U* C., President* s Notebook.

35Ibid.
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the last pastor v/as Mrs. Sophronla L. Crum, £ probably about 

1899.3 The only surviving members when she wrote were Mrs. 

Martha Jenkins, and daughter Ruth, Mrs. T. J. Armstrong,

George Parker Sr., Fred Hilsenbeck and Ella E. Ellis.^

New Sharon

The New Sharon parish was last represented in the 

convention in 1 8 9 6 . By 1911 there were two families, no 

doubt the Ways and Eatons, since George Way was a trustee 

and N. M. Eaton was the secretary.38 The building was rent

ed to the Independent School District for an annual fee of
•KQ

one hundred dollars. In 1914 the property was sold to M.

40
F. and Fay Watland. And so ended the story of the parish 

begun as one dedicated to equal religious freedom for all 

denominations.

Otranto

In the village of Bartlett Grove was a small church" 

designated as the First Unlversalist Church of Otranto. It 

was close to Osage and so shared in the expenses and services 

of the pastor employed in the larger city. They were last 

represented in the convention in 1900. A year later there 

were four families and ten members. In 1912 the building was 

rented to a Ladies Aid Society. By 1914 the decision was

38Ella E. Ellis, Brief History of the Unlversalist Chur ch
at Greeley. Iowa, (manuscript)^

371.. 2* £•> Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 247.
38i . U. C., President1 s Notebook.
391.. U. C., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 311.
40Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 403.
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41
reached to dispose of the property to Samuel Johnson*

Shenandoah

The church at Shenandoah was a gift of the Hayden 

family, Elizabeth presented a deed to it to the state con

vention in session at Iowa Falls in 1895. ̂  In 1903 Mary

K. Lancy bequeathed one thousand dollars to the convention.

The income was to be paid to Shenandoah to defray the ex

penses of their religious services. In 1910 the officials 

were Moderator, Mrs. Etta Bryte; Treasurer, Bliss Mary Hale; 

Trustee, A. F. Bailey. A year later they were not having 

x regular services because the church and parsonage were rent

ed; there were eight families, with fourteen members. In 

1913 the Rev. T. B. Fisher reported there was just one family, 

the Reynolds, and they were planning to move to California 

that summer. The building appeared to be useless so it was 

sold to the Christian Scientists in 1914 and the parish was 

dropped from the register. The Hayden Memorial window was 

removed and sent to Dr. Q. H. Shinnfs church in Nashville, 

Tennessee because the Shenandoah church was the result of his

work. Miss Hale and Miss Reynolds were both glad the church 

43could be sold.

Steamboat Rock

Steamboat Rock was last represented in the annual 

meeting in 1909, Mrs. J. C. Agan of Marshalltown, Iowa, one

^1. U. C., President1s Notebook.

4SI. U. C., Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, p. 37.
4^I. U. .C., President1 s Notebook.
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of the original organizers of the society, paid the taxes.

Henry J. Finster was the caretaker of the building which was 

located on the corner of his lawn facing the view of the 

village. It was an eyesore to the community and he insisted 

that it be removed. The six members of the society living 

in the town agreed that he could wreck it if he paid to each 

of the two cemeteries three hundred dollars before January 

1910. In good faith he carried out the agreement and the 

money 1 spent to improve the properties. In 1911 

Steamboat Rock was removed from the register.44

Storm Lake

In 1901 the Rev. Margaret Titus Olmstead was the 

pastor at Storm Lake. After that date they had only the 

occasional services of the Tri-State Superintendent. In 1905 

there were two lay delegates in attendance at the state con

vention. Five years later the trustees were; G-eorge Currier, 

chairman; B. C. Toy, secretary and treasurer; Mrs. C. W. Moore 

and R. Burnam, trustees. That year their beautiful G-othic 

church was sold to the Lakeside Presbyterian Church.45

Strawberry Point

Strawberry Point had a tiny brick church. Although 

they did not support a pastor because their membership was 

so small, they retained their organization. The last time one 

of their members attended the convention was in 1909. The 

following year their officers were Moderator, Mrs. E. A.

44ibia.
45ibia.
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Blake; Secretary, Mrs, E. Whitmarsh; and Treasurer, Mrs. Mary 

Wood. The Ladles Aid society was organized as follows: Pres

ident, Mrs. E. A. Blake'; Secretary, Mrs. E. Whitmarsh; and 

Treasurer, Mrs. E. M. Barnes. There were five families and 

five members, all elderly ladies. R>r years they met, read 

the Unlversallst Leader, had an annual meeting in September, 

sent a delegate to the convention and gave whatever their

46means would allow; occasionally it was only five dollars.

The church was finally sold in 1910 to the Preston and King

Lumber Company because there were trespassers and a sidewalk

tax to be met.^ Mrs. G-ertrude Neudeck of Webster City is

a granddaughter of one of these valiant old ladies, Mrs.

Blake.""* .4® Mrs. Mary Flenniken of Strawberry Point writes

that her father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Pease were

never members but that they were very active in the society.

Mr. Pease was treasurer of the church for many years and her

49
mother was an officer and helper in the Ladies Society.

Churches Closed in the Third Decade: 1930-1940
Cedar Ranlas

The Rev. J. H. Palmer was pastor of the Cedar Rapids

church for the first eight years of this century. He

"was followed for a brief period by Mr. Pratt, who re
turned as supply. At length a young man was selected 
from five candidates to serve the church. This was 
Rev. Joseph Fort Newton of the Peoples* Church, Dixon, 
Illinois. Mr. Newton was called on March 9, 1908, and 
resigned in April, 1917, to enter upon the pastorate 
of the City Temple, London, England. Soon after his 
coming, a tendency began to manifest itself towards

46Ibld.
4''ibid.
4®Conversation with Mrs. Neudeck. Webster City, Iowa In

1943.
_ , 4%rs. Mary Flenniken, Strawberry Point, Iowa, to Elva
Tucker, Cedar Falls, Iowa, May 4, 1943. ’
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the making of a creedless, non-sectarian church* Var
ious names were proposed by which the church should 
now be called. From among the names, the Central 
Church and Liberal Christian Church, the latter was 
chosen. At the same time a new statement of the 
purpose of the church was written, it being as follows:

"’The aim of this society is to cultivate Free
dom, Friendship and Fraternity in religion in behalf 
of all that makes for private nobility and public 
welfare. Believing that a unity of spirit is better 
than a uniformity of theology, we welcome to our 
fellowship everyone who is seeking truth and right
eousness, whatever his faith or opinion may be, leav
ing each one free to think and act for himself. No 
creed or ritual is imposed as a requisite of member
ship, but simply a desire to help forward the cause 
of spiritual culture and the higher life.*

"With the announcement and subsequent publica
tion of this statement of purpose, together with the 
exceedingly high quality of Mr. Newton’s ministry 
the church began to grow by leaps and bounds."^

Dr. Drake wrote while on the State Executive Board

HI was most delighted to be in Cedar Rapids on Sunday and to

be able to attend church there. It would do you all good to

see that church packed to its limit in attendance and hear

the message the Rev. Mr. Newton has for those people."^

About four years later A. T. Cooper, a prominent member of

that churchjWrote to H. L. Stoughton, that Dr. Newton had re-.

ceived a call to the City Temple in London, he was trying to

make his decision, but Mr. Cooper felt that he would remain

to carry on his experiment in a creedless church.

"If Mr. Newton remains it will be imperative that we 
build greater by far than our present accommodations.
The little brick church is crowded day by day....yes
terday and at all times for several years we have

gO ~ "
W. A. W. Argow, An Historical Sketch of the Peoples 

Church, 1925 (pamphlet), pp. 8 and 9.
51
Dr. F. J. Drake, Webster City, Iowa, to the Executive 

Board, March 6, 1912.
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carried up every chair from the Sunday School room 
and stuck them into every aisle and corner of the 
building and then have turned away many•...”52

The Rev. Mr. Argow wrote several years later}

"It is utterly impossible for anyone to describe, 
measure or estimate the inimitable ministry of Mr.
Newton. This is one of the open volumes in the his
tory of Cedar Rapids and of Iowa, of which every 
citizen knows more than anyone can write. Today Mr.
Newton is recognized as one of the twenty-five great 
preachers in America (1925).”53

’’One of the Cedar Rapids papers published his 
sermons each week during the latter part of his min
istry here. The church also published them in pam
phlet form and later bound the pamphlets. These 
sermons were a mine of wealth to meH

wrote Helen L. Burton.'-

Mr. Newton did accept the call to the City Temple 

and they had no one to take his place. Finally Rev. Harold 

B. Drew was called from Morristown, New Jersey. He is report

ed to have said>WI am a Universalist in belief and a Baptist 

by church affiliation and above all a Christian.”5^

’’With hard work and splendid cooperation, Mr. Drew was 
able to carry on the work, when at the beginning of 
his second year, the Flu struck him down. And the 
old story of ’What shall we do?* was again repeated.
After some time Rev. ̂ H. E. G-elvin was asked to assume 
the pastorate which he did very acceptably.

"For many years, there had been growing in this 
country a movement known as ’the Community Church move
ment’. The Community church emphasizes identification 
with the local community instead of Cwith 3 a denomina
tion, as of first importance. It is a church of the 
people, for the people, and by the people. Its3 bond

5^Albert T. Cooper Att’y. Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to Herbert
L. Stoughton, Osage, Iowa, Oct. 2, 1916.

5̂ Argow, op. clt.. p. 9.

54Helen L. Burton, 1340 D. Ave; N.E., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
to Elva Tucker, Cedar Falls, Iowa, April 16, 1943.

55C. D. Van Vechten, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to the State 
Executive Board, Msy 1, 1917.
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of union is not a certain set of theological doctrines, 
but a union of common quest, of common need, of common 
aspiration and of common service. A combined quest 
for the True, G-ood and Beautiful is more unifying 
than a union based upon a uniformity of opinion or 
belief. The latter is utterly impossible in the very 
nature of the case, and any attempt to base a fellow
ship upon it is merely subterfuge. On September 7,
1920, the old society was re-incorporated as the Peoples 
Church, having dissociated itself from the Universalist 
Fellowship, thus becoming an independent community 
church. To make this possible the new society purchas
ed the old church building from the Iowa State Univer
salist Convention to whom the property had been deeded 
because of financial assistance rendered some time 
back in 1890-95. ”56

In 1919 at the Convention in Mitchellville C. D.

Van Vechten, Mrs. Orr, and Mrs. McClintock requested that they 

be given the use of the Cedar Rapids property to form a non- 

denominational church. The Hon. R. S. G-aler was appointed to
p>7

head a committee to investigate how it could legally be done.

The following year at Boone a delegation of thirty-three came 

to present their request to the delegate assembly. The min

utes read,

”A committee from the Cedar Rapids parish was given the 
floor, and Mr. C. D. Van Vechten of Cedar Rapids, gave 
the situation at Cedgr Rapids, stating that during Dr. 
Newton’s pastorate.... the church had grown so that 
over five hundred members were enrolled, a great many 
of the new members being former members of Orthodox 
churches, and that at the present time many of these 
new members are dissatisfied with! the] present condi
tions and the majority of the old and new members feel 
that the church cannot make a success in Cedar Rapids 
as a 'Universalist Church’ , but that, if the church 
could reorganize as an independent church, all members 
would rally to its standard, many new members could be 
added and a great success made of the organization.

56
Argow, op. oit., p. 10.

57
I. U* , Secretary’s Record. Vol. 3, p. 547.
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[Mr. Van Vechten stated,] "That the title to the church 
property was in the name of the convention with a trust 
deed to the parish, that the parish wished to and had 
engaged a pastor, who, although still a member of the 
Presbyterian Church was very liberal in his belief 
and preaching; that the church was in hearty sympathy 
with the Universallst Convention and the doctrines and 
principles for which it stands and that the majority 
of the Cedar Rapids parish feel that they and the con
vention are both working for the same end but that the 
church has come to the convention with a delegation 
of thirty-three members to show the convention that 
they are deeply in earnest and to ask that the con
vention sell to them the property outright at a reason
able figure, so that they may form their contemplated 
independent organization, but with the intent of close
ly affiliating with the convention and its various 
lines of work, even to the extent of employing a Uni- 
versalist minister, if one to fit the situation may
be found l a t e r .”58

Thus at its own request this church left the denom

inational fellowship. Beginning in the tremendously success

ful days of Joseph Fort Newton many people were drawn to the 

church by his charm, Intelligence and oratory but they came 

primarily because they were drawn by his personality. Some 

remained for a time after his departure but they could be 

held only if the church did not have a stated profession of 

faith and so the change seemed very necessary in order to re

tain some of the gains from their most successful pastorate 

and to attempt to regain a position of leadership in the 

community. Their success was based, however, on the ability 

and personality of one man; while they were unfortunately con

fident that the size of the congregation was an accurate 

measure of the success of a church. The only way it could have 

been held within the denominational fellowship was for the 

General Convention to send a Universallst minister*of unusual

58Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 557.
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ability to Cedar Rapids as soon as Mr. Newton departed. Per

haps he could, during a comparatively long pastorate, have 

welded them into a more homogeneous whole. That was not 

pursuant with the policy of the denomination and they did 

not have the means to underwrite a local church so heavily.

It is now a small church affiliated with the Unitarian de

nomination.

Between 1930 and 194-0 two other churches besides 

Cedar Rapids that were permanently closed and their proper

ties sold, were Manchester and West Union. Neither one had 

been really active for a considerable time.

Manchester

The Rev. T. E. Dotter and his wife had resigned
eg

the pastorate at Manchester because of ill-health. In 

1900 the church was closed. On January 5th the following 

year it was reopened and Rev. Mrs. S. L. Crum was called for 

one year. She remained until September 21, 1902, at a year

ly salary of $500. The officers chosen were, Moderator,

Bert Crosier; Secretary, Mrs. Ola Edmunds; Treasurer, Seth 

Brown; Trustees, Guy Crosier, Mrs. Caro Sabin and Mrs. Mary 

Stewart. The last two trustees refused to accept the office 

and Sylvester Toney and Avery Smith were appointed to fill 

the vacancies.^

The Dorcas Society (Ladies Aid) was reorganized at

5 9

First Universalist Church of Manchester. Iowa. Secre
tary^ Record. Vol. 1, p. 30 (hereafter Manchester Church.)

60Ibld.. Vol. 1, p. 32.
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the home of Mrs, Edmunds with seventeen members and it was 

quite active as long as Mrs, Crum remained. After each dinner 

or bazaar (sociables were rare), the ladies met and voted the 

net proceeds to their pastor. In the latter part of their

history they met in the homes where lunch or dinner was ser-

T , 61 \ ed.

The Rev. John Palmer and the Rev. F. J. York of 

Waterloo met with this parish to discuss deeding the church 

to the convention but no action was taken because there were 

so few present on account of the bad weather.^

In August 1903, a grove meeting was held in Murray 

Park at Thorp, a number of people were present from Strawberry 

Point, Edgewood and Greeley to meet again their Manchester 

friends. Dr. W. H. McGlauflin preached in the morning and Dr. 

Effie McCollum Jones addressed the group in the afternoon. 

f,The day was a most enjoyable one in spite of the heavy rain.

In October, 1904 Rev. Arthur Roberts of Winsor, Ill

inois preached in Manchester on three Sundays in the month with 

the view of locating. He refused the call proffered by the 

trustees because he had already accepted one elsewhere. Dr. 

McGlauflin was present when the call was extended, indicating 

that he, as Tri-State Superintendent, had made the preliminary 

arrangement s.® ̂

April 23, 1905 on Easter Sunday Hon. Frank Forbes

oxFlrst Unlversalist Church of Manchester. Iowa. Ladles 
Aid Society Record Book. Feb. 1901 - Oct. 18, 1905.

^Manchester Church. Vol. 1, p. 35.

63ib ia .. Vol. 1, p. 36.
64Ibld. . Vol. 1, p. 36.
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of Northwood held services both morning and evening. In 

July, Rev. Leon P. Jone^of Marsailles, Illinois delivered 

two excellent sermons but the Trustees never extended him a 

call. A month later Dr. Effie McCollum Jones of Waterloo was 

assisted by the Rev.' Harry Richardson of Boone in holding a
gc

week of meetings "which were much enjoyed and well attended."

But no definite action was taken toward opening an active 

church.

A year later on September ninth and twenty third,

Dr. W. H. McGlauflin held services. A month later the Rev.

Eliza Surtis ©verton a former pastor preached one Sunday. In

December the Rev. Lewis B. Fisher D. D.', president of Lombard

College, preached two excellent sermons and made many friends

66
for himself and his college.

For the next five years there were no entries in the

parish record. Then on May 21, 1911 a special meeting was

called to consider leadng the church building- to the Jones

Mill Grange. They agreed to lease it; and all the parish funds

were turned over to Seth Brown, including the Dorcas Aid Soc- 

. m. 67
iety's treasury of $75.81* It was again leased by the Con-

68
vention to the Grange for ten years in 1927*

In 1931 the Manchester Universalist Churdh was deed

ed to the Jones Mill Grange and they in turn deeded the Con-

69
vention the adjoining vacant lot. In 1936 that was sold

65Ibld.. Vol. 1, p. 37.
66
Ibid.. Vol. 1, pp. 37 and 38.

67
Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 38 and 39, and Ladles Aid Society 

Record Book, p. 95.
68
I.U.£., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 4, p. 64.

Secretary1s Record. Vol. 4, p. 92.
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to the McCormick Bros, of Manchester*

It seemed that Manchester had sufficient people and 

many of them were moderately well-to-do and could have sup

ported their church adequately if they had really wanted a 

Universalist Church* Mr. A. J. Pease said at the Waterloo 

Convention in 1908, "that though they are not now active Man

chester has enough Universalists to have an active church if

71there was only a leader." A

West Union.

In 1900, Rev. Harriet I. Baker was the pastor at 

West Union. The young people* s society appeared to be un

usually prosperous during her ministry. She resigned in Oct

ober to marry a young attorney. Form then until 1908 they 

were without a pastor. Occasional services were held by the

Rev. Frank York and the Rev. A. R. Tillinghast,when acting as 

72
Superintendent. In July 1908 the Rev. Arthur McDavitt ac

cepted a call to Osage and West Union. He was to be in the

latter city once a month. The walls and ceiling of the audi-

73ence room were redecorated for the resumption of services.

The officers chosen in 1910 were J. W. Ainsworth,

Moderator; Harriet E. Fraverd, Clerk; H. A. Fraverd and T. D.

74
Reeder, Custodians.

70 “ 
.Ibid., Vol. 4, p. 211.

71
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 219.

72
The Argo (West Union)^ March 7, 1900 - May 13, 1908.

Ikid., July 22, 1908 - July 7, 1909.
74
Ibid.. Jan. 26, 1910.
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In 1913 the church ms repaired and the people ex-

75pressed themselves as ready for a pastor half of the time.

That year the Rev. T. B. Fisher, Tri-State Superintendent, had 

been there once a month, "tending the garden." In September 

and October Dr. John Archer Gray [a lecturer by profession] 

preached each Sunday. The interest from the David Bell Trust 

Fund of $1500 Was available for religious services, and this 

helped to pay Dr. Gray1s salary for the two months.

During that same year (1913) they piped the church 

for water, installed a fine new heating plant, painted the 

church, put on a new roof, set out some trees, made other 

minor improvements and planned to make still more. Superin

tendent Fisher reported the local conditions were right for 

the advancement of the faith and that with proper assistance 

and cooperation they would build up a permanent church. He

urged the Convention Board to have some new arrangement ready

76
to put into effect as soon as Dr. Gray left. He was commis

sioned to find a suitable man,who would take the Superintendency

77
and the West Union pastorate, which he was unable to do.

The following year Dr. Gr# preached in West Union
the

again for^two months of September and October, and the people

78
seemed to feel unable to do more. In 1915 they were pastor-

79
less but improved the lot and erected a chimney on the church.

— " 7 5

I.U.C., Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, p. 369.

76Ibld.. Vol. 3, p. 376.

77Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 389.
7 0 -------

Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 407.
79----
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 429.
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' The next year the Superintendent used the available funds to

80
correct the roof problems and pay the paving taxes* Mr*

J* W. Ainsworth, a prosperous attorney and. a member of the

churchywrote to H. L. Stoughton, ”The church society here is

approaching a condition that is more than dormant, and under

present conditions we have absolutely no prospect of being

able to interest enough people to make it possible to have

services.” He reported there were eight families in 1912 with

eleven members and in 1916 there were five families and only 

81
twelve members.

Mr. Stoughton^ comment to G. N. Jenkins on the West

Union situation was that they had had Dr. G-ray for six weeks or

two months for the past two years for which they paid him four

hundred dollars. ”After he was there they did not care to

hear anyone unless they were $2000 men; they did offer to have

the convention send the Rev. T. B. Fisher there at the time he

was State Superintendent, but Mr. Fisher would not listen to

82
this arrangement at all.”

In 1922 the County Court House burned. The Univer- 

salist Church,being vacant and but one block from the Central 

Square5was rented for almost two years by the Board of Super

visors at a yearly fee of one thousand dollars. The court 

convened in the audience room and the offices were located 

80
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 462.

81
J. W. Ainsworth, West Union, Iowa, to H. L. Stough

ton, Osage, Iowa, 1916.
82
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in the basement. The county removed the seats and windows

and promised to preserve the same, guaranteeing they would be

83
replaced in as good condition as before.

The Zion English Lutheran Church was organized in 

1924. They rented the Univers&list Church for about eleven 

years. This congregation did not care to buy the property ex

cept at a bargain price as it was too close to the business

84
section to be entirely suitable for church use.

In 1934 the Bell Fund was collected and two years 

later the Burbank Memorial Church on South Vine Street was 

sold to a group of West Union business men— F. W. Loftus, L, 

Bockenstedt, A. W. Hausladen, Harry Raney and S. M. Foote, Jr.

The Universalist denomination never had many members in West

Union and they have held no Cregular 3 services there for at

' 85
least twenty years. H

Dormant Parishes In 1943

In 1943 there were two dormant parishes which had 

retained their property and four active churches in the Univer- 

salist denomination in the state of Iowa. The two dormant ones 

were Boone and Osage.

Boone;

Mrs. Melissa Jane Scott had given the Boone parish

83 —
84I.U.C., Secretary1s Record. Vol. 4, p. 14.

Conversation with Walter Beal, editor and owner of the 
West Union Arge-Ga7,ette. 1943. and West Union Argo-Gazette.
May 30. 1936. -------------B-------- -

85Ibld.
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$3500 to be used in erecting a new Universalist church, to

be called HThe Boone-Scott Memorial Church”, on the condition

that the Convention would pay her Interest on the sum during

her life time. She received five hundred dollars of the

principal before her death in 1910 at the age of ninety-four,

the remainder waste be paid to the Convention as the Boone

86
church was financially able to do it. This fund was the 

nucleus about which Rev. Amos Crum worked in raising an ad

ditional sum in 1899 for the erection of the new church home. 

While there he was fatally injured but the work moved onward.

The site hadrbeen chosen at the corner of Seventh and Carroll

Streets, facing the City park and the work was begun in 

8?
1899. In July of the following year the Rev. W. A.

Williams became the pastor; and during his pastorate of one

year the beautiful new church was dedicated on the last day

of the fifty-eighth session of the Iowa Universal!st Conven-

88
tion, September 9th ”amid memories and hopes divine.” The

pastor preached the dedicatory sermon, and a responsive dedi

catory service closed the ceremony. At this eventful time the 

official board at Boone was composed of* C. T. Ballou, Presi

dent; Olive Tillson, Secretary; Charles Tucker, Treasurer;

Josephine Barnes, Trustee; A. P. Fogg Ccharter memberj Trus-

89
tee; and Philander Wells, Trustee.

86  '

J.U.C., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 299.
87
Boone Standard. May 6 and Sept. 23, 1899.

00 "
QgI.U.C., Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 115.

Program of the Dedication of the First Universal!st 
Church of Boone, Iowa.
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"In September, 1901, the Rev. H. 0. Richardson be
came pastor and served for three years. From 1904 until 
1907 there were occasional services and regular Sunday 
School sessions but the church had no regular pastor un
til December, 1907, when the Rev. Jennie L. Bartholomew 
was called. She remained until November, 1909. LBoth Mr. 
Richardson and Miss Bartholomew lived in Boone but also 
served the Mitchellville parish as pastor, going there 
once each month.J Supplies and the Tri-State Superinten
dent, the Rev. A. R. Tlllinghast filled the pulpit until 
September, 1910, when the Rev. Loomis 0. Black came as 
pastor. He remained for two and one half years.

"In the fall Cof 19113 the Boone church entertained 
the joint convention of the Universalist and Unitarian 
churches. At this time the Rev. Joseph Fort Newton and 
other noted preachers were heard. Mr. Black organized a 
vested choir and a boys club. Many young people were 
attracted to the church and the Sunday School was very 
prosperous. He was followed by the Rev. 0. A. Poison, 
who came in January 1913 and remained for two years.

Soon after his arrival Mr. H* L. Stoughton wrote,

"They are much pleased with Mr. Poison .... He is preach
ing them fine sermons but has not as yet increased the 
number in attendance at the services to quite the extent 
they had wished or had thought he would. In a letter 
Mr. Harpel said, 1 after the sermon the Sunday morning be
fore, Mr. Ballou reflected that he had heard some sermons 
by $5000 men, but never heard one any better than Mr. 
Poison gave that morning*

"At the close of Mr. Poison*s pastorate an attempt 
was made to arouse Ea3 greater interest and the Rev. E. 
Dean Ellenwood came for a series of meetings which last
ed two weeks. [They were arranged by the State Superin
tendent, the Rev. F. J. MillerJ. These meetings were 
successful and twelve new members were added to the 
church, one of them a former State Superintendent of Uni
versalis t churches in Iowa, Rev. R. Brunning, who was 
then living with a son near Boone. When Mr. Brunning was 
ninety years of age, he gave a Sunday morning sermon in 
which he spoke of the seventy years of change he had wit
nessed. At the close of these special services, Dr. John

90
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of the First 

Universalist Church of Boone. IowaT (ManuscrlptTThereafter 
Jones. Boone).

91
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„ qp
Cook became the pastor for one year."

Dr. Cook resided in Mitchellville and divided his time be

tween the two pariehed. The Boone church w as not happy in the 

arrangement.

"During the winter of 1917, the Rev. Curtis Reese Cthe 
Unitarian pastor in Des Moines ] gave a very fine series 
of evening services.

"Following Dr. Cook* s pastorate the church was with
out a minister until 1923. iBeing seven years pastor
less is very hard on a parish, many hard won gains are 
lost]. However, Sunday School services were continued 
through the entire time and Rev. 0. G. Colegrove of 
Mitchellville [the State Superintendent] conducted ser
vices on one Sunday morning of each month. During the 
balance of the time the pulpit was filled by various 
members of the congregation. L. V. Harpel gave several 
series of lectures and occasionally a visiting minister 
was heard.

Mr. Harpel wrote in 1917 they could raise only

three hundred dollars for services. They asked assistance

from the convention in order to continue the services of the 

94
Rev. Mr. Reese. Mr. Stoughton quoted Mr. Harpel a year later 

as saying

"the Boone parish was dead, absolutely, until after the 
war, anyway, and he didn* t. know whether they could re
vive after the war or not; that some of their members 
had moved away, and some were too old to do anything, and 
the rest were at war; that they couldn11 even raise 
money enough to pay a janitor, to say nothing of paying 
a minister; that there was no use trying to do anything 
at Boone in anyway until after the war. "^5

9g ' 1
Jones, Boone, op. clt.

93_ "
Ibid.

94L. V. Harpel, Boone, Iowa, to Dr. F. J. Drake, Webster 
City, Iowa, May 9, 1917.

9 5
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Mr. Stoughton replied,'’Personally I believe that 

it is a mistake to allow all energy to be given to the war 

activities by the people at home, for I believe there is all 

the more need for church activities to be continued in war 

time.-'96

The church was redecorated the last time in 1919

and Dr. L. R. Robinson, the Mid-West Superintendent, con-

97
ducted a series of meetings in 1921. The Rev. Gustave H.

Zastrow, the last resident minister for this parish, was the 

pastor from 1921 to 1923.

wHe organized several Boy Scout troops and because of 
his special work with the children attracted a large 
Sunday School membership. Mr. Zastrow* s scout or
ganization became permanent, so he was the founder of 
the Boone County Scout Organization. Following Mr.
Zastrow* s pastorate, lay services were maintained for 
some time. CServices were directed occasionally bg 
the Rev. Mr. Black who was residing there, by L. V.
Harpel, Dr. Kate Harpel, the &ev. Laura B. G-aler and 
the Rev. 0. G. Colegrove, the State Superintendent, 
who came once a month.] In the winter of 1924-25 the 
Rev. Mr. Adlard of Des Moines T the Unitarian pastor] 
gave a series of twenty evening lectures. Miss Frances 
Mason and a few friends paid the entire expense of this 
course. From 1925 to 1927, the Rev. Effie McCollum 
Jones of Webster City preached each Sunday evening..
Again during the winter of 1927-28, Mr. Adlard preached 
in the Library Hall for some months, but his removal 
from the state ended that arrangement. In 1929 the 
church was closed and since then no services have been 
held.*’98

Mrs. E. N. Mann was authorized to rent the building 

to the Women* s Club in 1933, but later the Rev. 0. G-.

96
H. L. Stoughton, Osage, Iowa to L. V. Harpel, Boone 

Iowa, June 25, 1918.
97
Conversation with Dr. Kate Harpel, Boone, Iowa and 

disbursements noted in a treasurer's record.
98
Jones, Boone. ot>. cit.
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Colegrove reported that it was leased to the Church of the 

'  9 9
Open Bible* For the past ten years this group has occupied 

the . church and Mrs* Mann has been acting as a steward for the 

Convention ia supervising the property, collecting the rent 

and making all of the necessary repairs.

September 5, 1934 a memorial service was held in t 

the church honoring the departed members of the First Univer- 

salist Church of Boone*

"One of the charter members •*• lives in Boone, Mrs.
Olive Tillson •*• The oldest member of the church is 
Mrs* Prescott, who is ninety-five years old* .*•• Both 
of these honor members expect to attend the Sunday ser
vices. Special music by Mr. J. J. Shelley and Mrs. Geo. 
Hutson, accompanied by Mrs. V. B. Davis. All members 
are urged to be present at this occasion and all friends 
are extended a cordial welcome.”100

After the Rev. 0. 0. Colegrove moved from the state 

in 1937 there was no State Superintendent. The Rev. Ernest 

Whtesmith of Mitchellville was commissioned by the Convention 

to do all he could in Boone. After sometime he reported 

there were only four families remaining in the city who were 

interested in liberalism.

The Boone "Church has exercised an educational and 

liberalizing influence in the community* The pulpit was open 

to suffrage workers as well as others with a message. Such 

women as Dr. Anna Howard Shaw spoke in this church when she

99
i.U..C., Secretary1 3 Record, Vol. 4, p. 130.(Feb. 18,1954).

100
Clipping from a Boone newspaper, dated Sept. 2, 1934.

101
Rev. Ernest Whitesmith, Mitchellville, Iowa, to Dr.

Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, Oct. 1, 1938.
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was denied the use of other churches* * Dr. Harpel thought 

that must have occured at the time the Woman Suffrage Con

vention met In Boone in 1903. She was herself county chair

man of the suffrage convention and Vice President of the

State Suffrage Convention. This was also the first church

103
in Boone to have a woman minister.

\
0.8 age

The Rev. J. L. Everton resigned as pastor of the

Osage Universalist Church, April 15, 1900. That marked the

close of one of the most successful pastorates of this church.

The Rev. S. L. Taylor accepted a call and remained a little

more than a year. Osage paid him $550 and the use of the

parsonage and Otranto paid him $150.102 103 104 105 N o doubt he was in

the latter place about one-fourth of the time. The Rev. W. S.

Ralph came in 1904, and died three ;y©ars later; his wife,

Agnes Ralph preached until 1908. All the auxiliaries were

active during their pastorate, about fohy were in the Sunday

School and twelve in the Union. The letter sent to Mrs.

Ralph in behalf of the Board expresses the regard cherished

by others for her departed husband.

"In the sorrow that haslcorae to you we are all made to 
mourn. We feel that in the death of Mr. Ralph an ef
ficient and loyal worker had passed from among us,

102
Jones, Boone, on. cit.

103
Conversation with Dr. Kate Harpel and Mrs. E. N.

Mann, Boone, Iowa.
104

First Universgi ist Church, Osage. Iowa* Society 
Book. Vol.l, p. V3.

105
Ibid.. pp. 80-113.
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who sorely need his counsel and co&peration, and the 
Iowa Convention and all Its workers will long feel the 
loss most keenly. He has been a faithful and effective 
pastor; a loyal and enthusiastic Unlversallst; a man 
whom to know was to honor and esteem. We appreciated 
hi8 worth as a minister and hope that our younger men 
may emulate his fidelity .... We loved him for his 
qualities of personal gentleness and worth and will al
ways he richer for having had his friendship. We want 
you to feel that our sincere sympathy is with you in 
this trial and we earnestly pray that the faith, which 
it has been for so many years his joy to teach for the 
comfort of others, may sustain you in this affliction." ̂ 06

The Rev. Arthur W. McDavitt was called April 12,

1908, and was to come as soon as he was graduated from Lom

bard College. His salary was five hundred dollars and one- 

fourth of hie time was spent at West Union. That fall he 

was "granted a leave of absence for October eleventh with 

the understanding that he should return with a wife." He 

must have fulfilled the "understanding" for he was ordained 

in the Osage Church, December fifteenth., The president of

Lombard College, Dr. L. B. Fisher preached a "strong and dis
it

cerning discourse on the theme, •Prophets*. Other ministers

present were the Tri-State Superintendent, A. R. Tillinghast,

1 0*7
Dr. Sffie McCollum Jones, and G-eorge Patterson.

Mr. McDavitt remained a little more than a year.

The Rev. Jennie Bartholomew accepted a call in January, 1910.

She remained for three of the most successful years the par

ish had experienced. On January 1, 1913 she married a member 

of the Osage Church, Arad Hitchcock. During her pastorate ”

106
J.U.C., Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, p. 216.

107
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a Layman1 s League was organized with sixteen members, the 

Y. P. C. U. was organized and the average Sunday School 

attendance increased to twenty-five. She was very active 

in the community. For instance, in 1912 she was guest speak

er at a P. E. 0. Banquet, the Organ Club, the Young Ladies 

Guild, the Ladies Progressive Club, the Farmers Institute, 

the County Teachers’ Institute, the Osage High School, four 

times she addressed the Cedar Valley Seminary and gave a 

temperance talk to the Christian Endeavor. She felt it did 

not increase the Church attendance or membership. However 

at the last annual meeting she reported performing six wedd

ing ceremonies, receiving seven new members and christening 

one c h i l d .

Dr. Drake wrote to the Board concerning Osage in 

1911; ”1 do know they have the busiest woman in our Conven

tion for a pastor. She hasn’t even time to take care of her 

health. All is well with a parish with her at the helm.”-*-09 

Herbert Stoughton, one of the leading laymen and a life long 

member of this parish, said, nThe church was at its peak under 

[the] Rev. [Mr.] Everton, - we are as near that peak as we 

have ever been under Miss Bartholomew.

The Rev. Frank W. Miller accepted the position as 

pastor and State Superintendent in 1913. The parish supplied 

six hundred dollars and the state five hundred for his salary

108Ibld.. Vol. 1, pp. 125-167.
F. J. Drake, Webster City, Iowa to the Executive 

Board, Nov. 25, 1911. 110

110Conversation with the Rev. Jennie B. Hitchcock, Osage, 
Iowa in the summer of 1943.
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since he was serving both groups. The first year Professor 

Knapp arranged some very successful evening services and the 

young people were unusually active during his ministry. The 

State Convention was entertained in September, 1915. Mr.

Miller1 s pastorate ended three years later although he remain

ed in the city for nearly a year engaging in a business ven

ture. The parish was in debt about seven hundred dollars, 

during his pastorate because they had installed electricity 

in the church and parsonage and installed two new furnaces.

They held lay services with occasional preaching by Mr. Miller 

and Mrs. Hitchcock until the debt was paid.^1

The Rev. A. W. Altenbern came from Stoughton, Wis

consin to accept the pastorate in 1919 at a salary of twelve 

hundred dollars. He remained until the last Sunday in October 

when he moved to Junction City, Kansas. In accepting his re

signation the trustees expressed their deep regret that he

112
must leave them. Mrs. Hitchcock said Mr. Altenbern was 

popular in the community and as a strong Mason he drew a desir

able group that did not go any place else to church. If it 

had been possible to retain him the church would have grown 

stronger but his wife's ambition to live in a larger and more
i t ?

modern city impelled him to move.

The Rev. E. A. Lewis arrived November 1, 1922 to

H i  ' — — —
First Unlversallst Society of Osage, Iowa. Secretary1s 

Record. Vol. 1, pp. 174-270.

118ibia.
113„

Conversation with the Rev. Jennie B. Hitchcock, Osage, 
Iowa, summer of 1943.
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assume his pastoral duties,114 On December 22nd the local 

church lost its most prominent lay leader, Herbert L. Stough

ton. At the annual meeting "Every member of the parish 

who was present was filled with a deep feeling.... a sense of 

l08s....but sustained by a firm faith and resolve to carry 

on....to continue the work so nobly supported by our deceased 

brother."11  ̂ He and his father before him had been so devoted 

to the cause of this church that they gave liberally of their 

counsel, time, effort and means to sustain it. There were 

no other mature and vigorous leaders upon whom the burden 

might fall.

Excerpts from the papers at his death bear witness

to the high regard of fellow citizens.

"In the passing from this life of Herbert L. Stoughton 
Sunday afternoon the community suffered an irrepar
able loss. He stood for all that was high and noble 
and was unflinching, tho gracious and kindly in the 
fight against wrong.

"Herbert Stoughton gave his life for his country 
Just as truly as our boys who fell on Flanders field.
All during the war he worked unceasingly for the cause 
for which the world tragedy was fought and since the 
war closed his duties....were heavier than during the 
war. No soldier came to him with his perplexities in 
regard to his compensation, his insurance or other 
difficulties, but who was greeted with the same genial 
smile and the same unfailing courtesy shown his wealth
iest client. His service to the Red Cross during and 
since the was have also been of inestimable value.

"His career as a lawyer is best expressed in a 
tribute paid to him in a recent history of the County.
It reads as follows, 1 Few lawyers have made a more last
ing Impression on the bar of the state, both for legal

— 24 " ~ " ~ '
First Unlversalist Society of Osage. Iowa. Secretary1s 

Record. Vol. 2, p. 35.
115,

-Ibid. ,
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ability of a high order and for the individuality of 
a personal character which impresses itself upon a 
community. Of a family conspicuous for strong intell
ect, indomitable courage and energy, he entered upon 
his carrer as a lawyer and such is the force of his 
character and natural qualifications that he has over
come all obstacles and written his name high on the 
legal arch. His course in the court room is character
ized by a calmness and dignity that Indicates reserve 
strength1 f,116

"He was secretary of the Iowa Universalist State 
Convention and in all probability there was no better 
known or more efficient worker in his denomination 
than he. He lived a life in conformity with his be
lief and was happy and contented in it. WH 7

f,His work as a member of the city council was 
that of progressiveness and for the best interests of 
the city. For years he served as secretary of the 
Board of Directors of the Cedar Valley Seminary of 
this city; was also a member of the Board of Directors 
of Lombard College for years and rendered much more 
service of value to the public.”118

Mr. J. S. Schuyler said, "He was the most honorable

man I ever met. (He was only forty-eight years old at

the time of his death.)

By August, 1923 the Rev. Mr. Lewis departed because 

the church was in debt and unable to pay his salary. For six 

months they conducted lay services, with occasional aid from 

the Mid-West Superintendent, Dr. L. R. Robinson; the State 

Superintendent, the Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove and the Rev. Jennie 

B. Hitchcock.

The Rev. F. Oesten - Sacken was called for one year

1̂0 -
Excerpts from the papers at his death, December 31,

1922. Clippings were found among the Osage Church Records.
117

Ibid.
118

Ibid.
119

Ibid.
120

First Universalist Society of Osage. Iowa. Secretary1s
Record.
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in March 1924 but asked to be allowed to resign the following 

May because of a lack of funds. Rev. Oesten - Sacken was 

disappointed and felt he was not given a fair t r i a l . H e  

was a good speaker, with a dominant personality. It was of 

him that one of his parishoners is reported to have said 

after the morning service, ”He got too close to God, I didn’t 

follow him.”

During the remainder of 1924 and 1925 they again 

held lay services. The condition of the parish is revealed 

by a report made at the annual meeting in January^ 1926. ,fThe 

Committee is proud to report that the attendance has been 

good, the devotion and loyalty of the church people perfect

ly splendid. We want to thank you each and everyone for 

your hearty cooperation.”̂ -^ They needed a pastor and know

ing that the Rev. F. W. Miller was just recovering from a 

long illness in Galesburg, Illinois, and was without a parish, 

they decided to invite him to return at his own convenience.-̂ 3 

February 26, 1926, Mr. Miller and ’’his delightful 

family” were welcomed home again after an absence of seven 

years. ”Together pastor and people have been a united force 

for Christian growth and progress in this community.”1^4 

During the first year the building was repaired and the en

trance remodeled, the Y. P. C. U. was reorganized .with a

membership of fifteen under the leadership of Mrs. Miller 

■
Ibid., Vol. 2, pp. 44-55.

1S8Ibld. , Vol. 2, p. 60.

125Ibid.. Vol. 2, p. 62.

184Ibld. , Vol. 2, p. 65.
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and the Sunday School had an attendance of seventeen. The 

indomitable Ladies* Aid Society had never needed reorgani

zation because it was one of the most active groups in the 

state, especially after the coming of the Rev, Jennie Bar

tholomew in 1910. A young people* s choir was organized by 

Marion Vance. ̂ 25

During that summer about forty Osage Universalists 

met the Austin, Minnesota Universalists for a picnic. They 

learned the Osage church needed a new basement floor so they 

supplied the money, two hundred ten dollars and fifty cents, 

while Mr. Miller and others used the rainy days to tear up 

the old one, take out the dirt and fill it in with sand.

The two groups shared Thanksgiving dinner in Osage.

The Osage Church paid two hundred and fifty dollars 

to purchase a pew in the Washington Memorial Universalist 

Church in memory of their beloved, Herbert Stoughton.

Mr, Miller and the men of the Church did much work 

on the property or for it to decrease the expenditure of 

money. They built a back porch on the parish house, painted 

the parsonage, cut the winter’s supply of wood in the Hitch

cock wood lot, reroofed and redecorated the church.12®

Mr. and Mrs. Miller were in Osage ten years in their 

last pastorate. The parish was ’’grateful for the help and

1S5Ibld.. Vol. 2, pp. 65-74.
1P6

IMS*, Vo1* S, pp. 78, 84.
1S7It>ld. . Vol. 2, p. 87.
1 Pft

Ibid., Vol. 2, pp. 102-178.
*0sage entertained the State Convention in 1927 and 1933, 

Secretary* s Record. Vol. 2, pp. 85, 145.

375



www.manaraa.com

blessings of Mr. Miller’s long and faithful services.” The

Ladies' Aid and Y. P. C. U. were the mainstays of the parish.

By 1935 the large and capable young people's group that had

been together for nine years found that it was time for them

to go elsewhere ”to try their wings.” There was no oncoming

group to take their place and so the Union ceased to exist.

”In times of depression leadership is developed, re
forms brought forth and accepted, great friendships 
are formed and Christian character expressed. As the 
way becomes more difficult it but binds us together 
in a stronger faith and a nobler w o r k .”1*30

Such were the years that the Millers spent in Osage. He had

preserved the church and its ideals for that generation of

young people.

When he resigned in March, 1936 he spoke these words

of advice, for he knew they could no longer maintain a pastor.

”My last word to you is keep up your contact with 
each other, through the local organization, have 
occasional sermons, keep in touch with the Iowa State 
Convention, send delegates and support its programs —  
help irr every possible way to make your faith a living 
faith. "131

Mrs. Stoughton wrotej

”The whole town seems to be shocked by the going of 
the Miller family and of course we of the church will 
feel it very keenly. They have made quite a place 
for themselves in the community. There are however 
only ten individuals contributing to the support of 
the church. Not one has a regular salary adequate 
to support a small family.”132

189Ibia.. Vol. 2, pp. 174 & 178.
150 ibia. , voi. a, p. 157 .
151Ibia. , Vol. 2, p. 178.
^^Mrs. Stoughton, Osage, Iowa to Dr. Effie McCollum 

Jones of Webster City, Iowa, January 23, 1936.
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The Rev. Mr. Poison came, at the behest of the 

State Superintendent, the Rev. Mr. Colegrove, and stayed for 

a month around Easter time. He appreciated that they could 

not employ a pastor. He conferred with the Congregational 

minister, the Rev. Stiles Lessly, and they both recommended 

a fe d e r a t i o n . - ^ 3 On May 24, 1936 the Rev. Jennie Bartholo

mew Hitchcock received a letter from Florence Dorow, clerk 

of the First Congregational Church, which read;

HIn a special business meeting at the regular* church 
service of the local Congregational Church, on Sunday,
May 10, 1936, it was voted that an invitation be ex
tended to the local Universalist Church to enter into 
negotiations concerning a federation of the local 
Congregational and Universalist Churches. A committee 
of three is to be appointed from this church to carry 
on such negotiations. H-*-54

A committee composed of Herman Lesch, Jennie B. 

Hitchcock, and Elizabeth Stoughton met with the Congregation

al committee and discussed federation but no workable plan 

was adopted.-*-35 Both of these churches had suffered reverses 

for similar reasons and a federation would have greatly bene

fited both. They could have stood together in a community 

where most of the population belonged to the authoritarian 

denomations.

In 1936 the Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock was 

in charge of the Easter service and the Millers were guests

First Universalist Society of Osage. Iowa. Secretary1s 
Record. Vol. 2, p. 181.

134
Florence Dorow, Clerk of First Congregational Church, 

Osage, Iowa to Mrs. Arad Hitchcock, Secretary of the First Uni
versalist Church, Osage, Iowa, May 24, 1936.

135First Universalist Society. Osage. Iowa. Secretary* s 
Record, Vol. 2, p. 182. Thereafter Osage Society).
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of the congregation. For the following six months the Rev.

Edna P. Bruner of Waterloo held a service each month. In 1938 

the same plan was carried out. The following, year, Robert 

Housden, a divinity student at Tufts, was home on his vacation 

and came to supply the pulpit in the months of July and August. 

Miss Bruner returned in September that year.-̂ 6

Mrs. Arad Hitchcock (Jennie Bartholomew) the most 

dynamic personality in the church, was stricken with paralysis 

in 1937. At that time the only organizations that remained 

active were the Ladles Aid Society with seventeen members and 

the Missionary Society with four members.

The officers chosen in 1942 were the Moderator, Arad 

Hitchcock; Secretary, the Rev. Jennie B. Hitchcock; Treasurer, 

Elizabeth Stoughton; Trustees, W. H. Davis, Fred Lesch and 

George Clements.-^® The first and last Moderators of this 

church were named Arad Hitchcock. The man occupying the posi

tion in 1942 was a grandson of the first Moderator.

Not long ago when Mr. Hoffer passed away there were 

left eight old ladies and two old men. They were all past 

eighty except the Hitchcocks and Mrs. Stoughton who were in 

their sixties, and Mrs. Hitchcock had had a stroke that would 

prevent her from participating in active public life again.

They made a very hard decision - they could no longer carry

lg6Ibld. . Vol. 2, pp. 189-210.
137 ---

Conversation v/ith the Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitch
cock in Osage in July 1943.

138
Osage Society, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 219.
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on - perhaps they should sell the church to the Lutherans who 

had a growing church organization, and the proceeds could be 

used elsewhere in the state to perpetuate the Universal!st 

faith in the lives of other young people in other communi

ties.*̂39 It was not the end of the book but the last page of 

that chapter.

Active Churches in 1945

The four active churches in the state in 1943 were 

Mitchellville, Mt. Pleasant, Waterloo and Webster City.

Mitchellville

The Mitchellville church was one "where country 

people and town folks gather, little children and grandparents 

worship and serve and rejoice together, and the little church 

truly has become a holy shrine in the midst of a peopleJ wrote 

the Tri-State Superintendent, in 1909. Fortunately, in this
t

small community a comparatively large and substantial group 

of devoted liberals had gathered;whether it was because of 

the leadership and example of such men as Uncle Thomas Mitchell 

or the existence of a seminary in the early day, or merely 

chance that drew this band in to one community; who can tell?

Up to 1940 there was always a strong, devoted nucleus of thirty 

or forty people who were the guarantee that the church would 

function and the torch of liberalism would be passed on to 

each succeeding generation.

Conversation with the Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitch
cock.
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From 1900 to 1915 they did not have a resident pas

tor. Most frequently, they shared a minister with Boone and 

services were held regularly once a month unless they were 

without a minister. From 1900 to 1905 the Rev. Harry Richard

son filled the pulpit monthly and preached at the Industrial 

School each time he came.-*-4^ In 1903 he conducted a series 

of meetings wherein the parishoners participated. The follow

ing year Dr. W. H. McOlauflin, Tri-State Superintendent,

1 41
assisted the pastor with another series of meetings. The

Superintendent came again in 1905 when they were pastorless.

"He was an inspiration to the church,... the Sunday School and 

the Union. He set forth their needs and duties and made many 

good suggestions."-1'42 Later the clerk, Myra Rothrock,wrote,

"Our people count it a great treat to have Dr. McGlauflin 

with us. He seems to take as much interest in the Sunday 

School and the Union as in the preaching service and is a 

great help to"-*-43 all three.

In 1905. Mr. S. H. Daniels was appointed to solicit 

funds "for a minister1s salary regardless of who that minister 

might be."̂ 44 It appears tha/t some would not make a pledge 

until the minister had been called; but they could hardly call 

one without knowing whether or not he could be paid or how 

much they could pay him for his services. Perhaps this

l^First Universalist Church. Mltchellville. Polk County. 
Iowa. Secretary* 3 Record."' Vox. . 1. pp. 63-80. ("Hereafter, 
Mitchellvilie Churchy.

141 Ibid. . Vol. 1, pp. 72, 76.
14SIbld.. Vol. 1, p. 78.
145Ibia.. Vol. 1, p. 85.
144Ib id.. Vol. 1, p. 82.
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accounts for the repeated hesitancy and reconsideration in 

the foregoing years when the question of a pastor was con

sidered.

During 1905 aid the first six months of 1906 the 

pulpit was supplied by Dr, McG-lauflin; C. W. Hillstrom of 

Lombard College; the Rev. Mrs. Jones of Waterloo; the Rev.

W. S. Ralph of Osage; the Rev. Mrs. Crum; the Rev. Mrs.

Andrews of Omaha; Dr. L. B. Fisher of Lombard College, whose 

’’presence among us was an inspiration; ” the Rev. Mrs. Hughes 

of Table drove, Illinois, ’’her sermons are good but her per

sonality is as great a benefit to us;” the Rev. Turrell,D.D.; 

and the Rev. A. R. Tillinghast spoke on ”The World As We Make 

It” to a Union meeting in the park."1-45

In July, 1906, the parish unanimously called the 

Rev. Mary G-arard Andrews. She came first in September to fill 

her monthly appointment at a salary of seventeen dollars per 

Sunday. She resigned in April of the following year but con

tinued holding services until September when she rededicated 

the rehabilitated church. That summer they had painted, 

papered, built a sidewalk, a platform and installed new seats. 

That fall without a pastor they entertained the Iowa Conven

tion.14^

The Rev. G-eo. Longbrake of Ohio and the Rev. Jennie 

Bartholomew were candidates. The parish at once wished to 

call Miss Bartholomew and received Superintendent Tilling- 

145
Ibid. . Vol. 1, pp. 82-90.

146Ibld.. Vol. 1, pp. 98-101.
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hast's permission* "Our people are delighted with Miss 

Bartholomew.... she is an inspiration to all, especially to 

the young people....Her presence is so full of cheer and 

helpfulness."-**47 She began her pastorate in January^ 1908 

holding services on alternate Sundays. Sometime late in 

1909 she resigned her pastorate in Boone and made her head

quarters in Mitchellville until she accepted a call to Osage 

the following January.

In the past decade a number of the older genera

tion had passed away. Such names as Mrs. Mary DeLong, Aunt 

Jane Sternberg, Mrs. Catharine Clipper, Anna Weeks, Elmer 

Ball, Elizabeth Conkwright, Mrs. Jane Tomlinson, A. Rothrock, 

Robert Patterson and Mrs. G-eorge Copley would appear no more.-*-4^ 

Of Robert Patterson was written,

"For many years in the Municipal affairs of the town 
as well as on the Board of Education, he served as an 
official and contributed his counsel and time to the 
upbuilding of town and public school. Rigidly honest, 
he never failed to perform his duties with credit. As 
a neighbor and friend he was warm-hearted, genial and 
kind to all."

Of Mrs. Copley they said5"To know her was to love, honor and 

reverence her. "-**49 During the same interval, there had been 

a slow continuous growth, totaling about thirty-six additions, 

many of whom became leaders in the church.

During 1910 the pulpit was supplied regularly once

a month and sometimes once every two weeks by the Rev. N. E.

147 '
Ibid. . Vol. 1, pp. 102, 103.

IMS-, Vol. 1, pp. 74-130.

-*-49Ibid. . Vol. 1, p. 75 - (a clipping from the Mitchell
ville Index).
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Spicer of Webster City; Rev. A. R. Tillinghast, Tri-State 

Superintendent; the Rev. Effic McCollum Jones of Waterloo;

Dr. McClauflin, General Superintendent; and the Rev. Loomis 

Black of Boone. The Rev. Mr. Tillinghast held a series of 

meetings by meais of which five members were added to the

church r o l l .

During 1911 the pulpit was again supplied at more 

or less regular Intervals by the Rev. N. E. Spicer, the Rev.

T. B. Fisher, Tri-State Superintendent; the Rev. Miss Bar

tholomew and the Rev. Loomis Black. The Rev. Spicer occupied 

the pulpit more often than anyone e l s e . 151 por the first six 

months of 1912, the Rev. T. 3. Fisher conducted the services. 

Thereafter,the Revs. N. E. Spicer, Mary Saffora, Loomis Black 

and Laura B. Galer preached there.I52 When the latter preach

ed Miss Rothrock wrote,"Both sermons were fine and good words 

for Mrs. Galer were heard on every side. "-*-53 She was in 

Mitchellville several times the latter part of the year. At

the annual meeting she was invited to come regularly once a

1 R4
month as their pastor. In 1914 and 1915 Mrs. Galer and Mr.

Poison shared the pulpit,until Dr. John S. Cook held a very 

successful series of meetings, bringing into the membership 

twelve new people; after which,he was jointly called by the 

Boone and Mitchellville parishes. He was the first resident

Ibid. . Vol. 1, p. 145.

151Ibld.. Vox. 1, pp. 140-148. 

x Ibid.. Vol. 1, pp. 149-151.

155Ibia.. Vol. 1, p. 153.

154Ibld. . Vol. 1, p. 160.
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pastor Mitchellville had had since the days of the Seminary.

The following year he devoted all of his time to the latter 

parish, which had some financial assistance from the state but 

found it very hard to remain solvent. There was a membership 

of one hundred twenty-nine of whom seventy-seven were residents. 

The average church attendance during Dr. Cook1s last year was 

sixty-six. The Union was very active, paying seventy-five 

dollars on the minister’s salary and aiding in the purchase 

of a new piano.155

When Dr. Cook resigned in 191? Mrs. G-aler again off

ered her services as a supply until another permanent pastor 

could be obtained. "She was greeted by large congregations 

and the services were enjoyed by all.”̂ ^

The ”Rev. Laura B. G-aler of Mt. Pleasant preached in 
the Universalist Church last Sunday morning and just 
before her sermon she held a brief but very impressive 
service, speaking of our Service Flag, with its stars 
in honor of our boys who enlisted in answer to their 
country’s call. The parents or nearest relatives 
present arose as each boy’s name was called and re
mained standing during her prayer.”

The boys were Paul Stephens, G-eorge Bean, Claire P. Patterson

and Fred Dailey.

The Rev. Mary L. Hadley of Friendship, New York was 

a candidate as was the Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove of Owatonna, Minne

sota* The latter was. called and began his work October 6,

1917. This was the beginning of the longest pastorate in the 

history of this church, nineteen and one-half years. In 1919

155Ibld. . Vol. 2, pp. 8S-143.
156Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 193.
157----

Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 202.
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he helped this congregation oelebrate their Golden Jubileej

while in 1935 they shared with him his joy and satisfaction

in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination.

He had for half a century been an active Universalist minister.

HPastor and wife returned last Friday after a Mission
ary journey of two thousand three hundred forty miles 
through Illinois, Michigan and Ohio, where they visited 
friends of other days and preached in churches served 
by them in years gone by. They report a pleasant journey 
with successful meetings.11

They “were happily surprised upon their return to find the 

church and parish hall cleaned and a reception planned for them 

on Monday, July 15th. ’*158

The Seventy-Seventh Annual Session of the Iowa State 

Convention met with the parish in 1919 and on the last day,

June 21st, the Commemorative Sermon was delivered by Dr. John

S. Lowe, the history of the first fifty years was read by C. L.

1 RQ
Henney and messages from former pastors were read. ^

In 1922 there was a new group of younger people or

ganized in the Young Peoples Christian Union. Miss Ida Seems 

wrote,

"The Alumni of the Mitchellville Y.P.C.U. will always 
feel the greatest interest in you as their successors 
in carrying on the work of the Y.P.C.U. in our beloved 
church. When your turn to be the Alumni comes may 
your memories be as dear to you as ours arje to us. May 
your motto be ‘For Christ and His Church*

It continued to be an active organization until 1933,

1*58 ' “
Ibid., Clipping from Mitchellville Index. Mounted in

Secretary* s Record. Vol. 3, p. 200.
1 RQ

JE. 2* 2* » Secretary1s Record. Vol. 3, p. 545.

J60First Universalist Church of Mitchellville. Polk County. 
.Iowa, Y. JP. <C. U., Secretary's Record. Vol. 1, p. 1.
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by which time most of these young people had gone away to 

work and live in other communities.

In 1922 a new furnace was installed and a very 

successful series of meetings was conducted by Dr. L. R. 

Robinson, the Mid-West Superintendent.1^1 The Rev. Mr. Cole- 

grove continued the custom begun by Dr. Cook of holding a 

Homecoming Day in the fall. Many gathered from the neighbor

ing towns and others wrote letters. It was especially inter

esting to all the older people and impressive to the younger 

ones. The pastor cooperated well with the other ministers 

and churches in the town. Throughout this century union meet

ings were held regularly in the summer, during coal shortages 

or when one church was closed for repairs. In 1923 the 

Christians met with the Universalists for the latter reason.

At the close of 1923 Mr. Colegrove reported he had 

christened twenty-eight children, twenty-three in this church, 

and received thirty-three people into membership during the 

five years of his ministry in Mitchellville.1^

The Rev. Laura B. G-aler and the Rev. Otto Raspe 

conducted a series of services the following year and laid 

the corner stone for the new parsonage. Until five years ago 

before this parish was always having financial shortages.

Now, under Mr. Colegrove’s guidance they not only had all 

obligations paid up to date but they had saved and raised

^^Mitchellville Church. Vol. 2, pp. 291-292.

168Ibia., Vol. 2, p. 294.

16gIbld. , Vol. 3, p. 23.
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by pledges two thousand nine hundred five dollars for the 

construction of a parsonage, and a parish hall to connect 

the former with the church. The two new buildings were de

dicated on August thirty-first. Robert Ball, who had helped 

his brother Nathaniel build the church, was also the archi

tect and chief carpenter for the new parsonage.

During the construction work a severe wind storm 

blew out two of the church windows, one of which was the 

Thomas Mitchell Memorial window, and all regretted that they 

were unable to find anyone who could engrave the new one.^-®^

At the Iowa Universalist Convention in Waterloo in 

1924 Mrs. Minnie 0. Colegrove was ordained. The services 

were conducted by three women ministers then active in the 

state, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, the Rev. Laura Bowman Galer, 

and the Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock.

From 1925 to 1940 there were many losses suffered 

by this parish at the hands of the "G-rim Reaper". All such 

losses should be' expected but for so many to come within a 

decade was a heavy blowj the society was deprived of one 

leader after another, which was demoralizing.

In 1914 an outstanding leader in the local church 

and the state organization, Samuel J. Oldfield, passed away.

In 1907 he was spoken of as "though not advanced in years—  

yet a veteran in the service of our cause in Iowa. He

164Ibia., Vol. 3, pp. 27-33.

x Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 38.

166Ibld., Vol. 3, p. 37.

^ J. U. _C., Secretary^ Record. Vol. 3, p. 206.
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was the state treasurer for twenty years. The year before

his death, he was too ill to attend the Convention and they

expressed their loss in being "deprived of his counsel and

the benefit of his mature judgment.h1^® Mrs. G-aler said,

"His life was his sermon."1^  He came to Iowa from Ohio with

his parents in 1856 at the age of six,

"settling in Jasper County, which was then on the 
border-land. He was a farmer boy, and early in his 
life, Che] carried the mail across the prairies Con] 
horseback from Des Moines to Marshalltown, much of 
the way Cover] unbroken prairie. In his young man
hood he taught school. In the year 1869 the family 
moved to Mitchellville and here in this village Che] 
has lived out his life. On these streets, in the 
marts of business and in the homes, year in and year 
out the kindly face of Sam Oldfield has greeted his 
f ellowman. nl?0

He was a man of unquestioned integrity who dis

charged all his responsibilities efficiently. A charter 

member of this church and active in every branch of its work, 

church, choir and Sunday School, he was missed by the whole 

parish. But there were others to carry on.

About ten years later Mrs. Sarah Henney, an earnest 

worker in the church for many years, passed away. In her go

ing "the church has lost much. For thirteen years she was 

Superintendent of the Sunday School. She was the efficient 

president of the Ladies' Society for a number of years. She 

gave head, heart and hand to the service of the church."171

168Ibld., Vol. 3, p. 420.

t 169Mltchellvllle Church. Vol. 2, p. 107.

[ 1'i’0A loose clipping found in the Mitchellville Record
Books.

^ ^Mitchellville Church. Vol. 9, p. 48.
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Two years later (1998) her husband, C. L. Henney, 

who had taught In the Sunday School for twenty years and had 

been the clerk of the church for eleven years, followed his 

wife. He was with Sherman in the Civil War; went west to 

Nebraska where the drought, the Sioux Indians, and the grass

hoppers turned him back to Mitchellville. He worked for many 

years in George Moore*s Mercantile Store, for twenty years

was secretary of the school board and for sixteen years was

172
the postmaster in Mitchellville. His family wrote after 

his death;

”It was to the Sunday School in the closing days of 
his life that he turned for his comfort and joy. It 
was to it that he could give his last bit of service.
When he could not be present he grieved for the com
panionship he found there and the comfort and joy of 
the service and the habit of the years when broken.... 
troubled him, for he was so anxious that the teach
ings of his faith.... that were so necessary to right 
thinking.... should endure and never be allowed to 
die. **17^

The passing of Eugene Mason, Ella Dailey Woodrow,

I. H. Woodrow, Love and Dickie Tanner, Robert Ball (the last 

surviving charter member), Charles Griffiths, Ed Reid, Della 

Tucker, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Tucker, Millie Seems Jones, and 

many others who served on the board, in the Sunday School, in 

the Ladies* Aid, on committees for building, repairing and 

painting the parish plant greatly weakened the church. One 

of the gravest losses was the passing of Miss Ida Seems who 

had been very active in every department of her beloved church

178ibia.
173

Undated letter signed by The Henney Family.
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since she joined in 1890. She became a Trustee in 1911, 

which office she continuously held until her death in 1939.

She had been Superintendent of the Sunday School the last 

thirteen years of her life, and Secretary of the Ladies*

Aid.174

”In the death of Miss Ida Seems on July 9, 1939 our 
church and its associated organizations sustained 
the severest loss it has suffered for many years.
Her going left a place which cannot be filled in her 
unique way; for hers was a very distinct personality.
We can, however, endeavor to emulate her quiet dignity 
and poise, her pleasant easy manners, and her unfail
ing sense of responsibility,

"The Seems home was always a center of culture 
and hospitality. The mother, Sarah Seems was an artist, 
many drawings by her hand being cherished in the home 
today and Miss Seems, as well as her sister, Millie, 
inherited this artistic trait from their Mother. The 
father was a pioneer doctor of the community and the 
one son G-aillard carried on the profession at the 
father’s death. For years music was taught In the home 
and the love of good reading by the entire family is 
evidenced by the shelves of books collected through the 
years and always generously shared with friends. **176

Miss Ida and her sister,Mrs. Jones, opened their 

library to the public until'the local Women’s Club began one 

for the city, whereupon they gave many of their books to form 

a nucleus about which to build an unendowed library for the 

town.^-^ (Miss Seems taught school for 47 years).

Before the Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove left the church in 

1937, he admitted to membership the members of three families

Clipping from the Mltchellvllle Index placed In the 
»Mitchellville Church, op. cit.. Vol. 3. p. 9.

17*5
First Unlversallst Church of Mitchellville. Polk 

County. Iowa. Sunday School Secretary* s Record. Vol. 7, p. 141.

-^^Mitchellville Church, op. cit.. Vol. 3, p. 9.
177

Personal recollection of Elva Tucker.

390



www.manaraa.com

long attendants and contributors. He made all the necessary

arrangements for the new pastor and called a Board meeting

to call their attention to a leak in the parish hall roof and

attended to the trimming of some trees and the removal of

others. He was always very meticulous about details, so

1*78
nothing was unfinished when he left.

for
On Palm Sunday,ahis final service

"Friends from all other churches in town and other de
nominations were present, showing their high regard and 
warm friendship as well as appreciation of the pastoral 
services rendered by the Colegroves in Mitchellville...
They have done much constructive work in their church, 
also in our town and community as they were always in
terested and active in any movement that was for the 
betterment of the town and community."179

These words penned at the State Convention three 

years before fittingly describe the Rev. Colegrove and his 

work.

"For fifty years he has preached the faith he holds so 
dear and for fifty years he has translated that faith 
into living what he preached. His unfaltering faith, 
his unswerving loyalty, his unselfish devotion have 
been an inspiration to his parishioners. Through times 
of doubt and stress it was his courageous faith that 
was the challenge to carry on. The church has been his 
cherished child and for her he has sacrificed and given 
all he possessed.

"There is not a family in the Mitchellville parish 
but has a sacred memory of many personal, intimate ser
vices in their hours of need. The entire community has 
given him loyal support and respect. Such a record he 
has left wherever he has served and the Universalist 
church is blessed to have had our faith so well demon
strated in these many years of his living that faith.
May we not recall these lines, *As love pours out in 
service, God pours in and lol Comes spaciousness of

^ ^Mitchellville Church. Vol. 3, pp. 235-236.
179
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s o u l 180

In 1933 there were about forty resident members 

and thirty in the Sunday School, By 1942 the Rev. Whitesmith 

reported there were thirty six on the active membership list 

and about thirty of them lived in Des Moines and there was 

no Sunday School, Miss G-enevria Mason, who has been the 

clerk over twenty years, and her mother Mrs. Charlotte Mason 

were among the last of the life-long Universalists who have 

always been active in the Mitchellville church, and who still 

live in the village.

After the Rev. Ernest Whitesmith became pastor the

grounds were landscaped with funds raised by Floyd Bishop.

The passage of time had wrought havoc with the beautiful old

trees that had once graced the spacious lawn. A new furnace

was installed, using the bequest of Miss Ida Seems, which

had been specifically made for that purpose. New hymnals

182
were also purchased.

Mr. HWhitesmith has won the admiration of the people 

of the community by his unusual ability as a minister, a pub

lic speaker and a lecturer.” But becoming discouraged with 

the local church situation and somewhat despondent over liber

alism in general he resigned his pastorate in 1942 and has 

been succeeded by the Rev. Verna B. Reinghans of Niles,

Michigan. The officers of this parish in 1943 were:

TOQ
£• II* 0. . Secretary1 s Record. Vol. 4, p. 194.

181
Mitchellville Church, op. clt. , Vol. 4, p. 20.
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Ibid.. Vol. 3, pp. 255-75.
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Moderator, Mr* J. J. Wilson; Clerk, G-enevria Mason; Finan

cial Secretary, F. C. Gabbert; Treasurer, Mrs. Thomas Wild-

man; Trustees, Victor Tornquist, 0. S. Nicholson, Thomas

* 184 *
Wildrnan.

In this small Iowa village the Universalist Church 

has been active since 1860. Both the congregation and its 

ministers have built a splendid tradition of friendliness in 

the community. Many strangers have been drawn into its 

sphere by that trait that permeates the atmosphere of the 

little New England church. Rev. Pliny Allen, Jr. has 

written, "I am convinced ... that the church which persists 

in living simply and truly as a good friend in its community 

does the greater work.” The traditions and heritage of the 

present generation passed on by the valiant, friendly men and 

women of this congregation are a source of pride and inspira

tion to the remaining loyal band to carry on. In the future 

lie new opportunities for service.

Mt. Pleasant

At the turn of the century Mr. Pleasant was enjoy

ing the pastorate of a capable young man and his wife, the
T O R

Rev. and Mrs. W . D. Buchanan. They came in 1899 and re

mained until 1905 when he accepted a call to Tacoma,

^^Miss Genevria Mason, Mitchellvllle, Iowa to Elva 
Tucker, Waterloo, February, 1944.

185
First Unlversalist Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. 

Secretary's Record. Vol. 2. p. 79. (Hereafter Mt. Pleasant 
C h u i^ h J --------------- -------------------

* State Conventions were held in Mitchellvllle in 1901,
1907, 1919, 1925, 1928, 1933, 1937.
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Washington. During that pastorate all the auxiliaries 

were more active tha^^rmerly^r6would be for many years 

to come. Seven united with the church; the Rev. W. R. Cole 

was sent as their representative to the State Anti-Saloon 

League; the Y.P.O.U. was responsible for the church music; 

a Twentieth Century Club was organized in 1901 that held 

just four meetings; in 1904 the Murray Club was reorganized 

but survived only a year; the Sunday School was quite active 

with the following officers in 1902, Superintendent, I. P. 

VanCise; Assistant Superintendent, Mrs. W. D. Buchanan; Secre

tary, Josephine Leedham; Treasurer, Abbie Davis; Librarians,

187
Howard VanCise and Edward Orton; Organist, Emma Wait*

The Ladies Aid gave a reception for the new pastor

at the I. P. Van Cise home, served an alumni banquet, made

a layette for the prospective twentieth child of a colored

woman, Mrs. Q-eorge Oreen;^^ r vi planned a/Jbuilt a parsonage.

The latter was financed by a gift of two hundred dollars from

Mary L. Pingree of Coon Rapids, two hundred from the State

Convention, one thousand dollars from Brother Joel G-. Van Cise

of Summit, New Jersey and another one thousand was subscribed

locally. The work was begun in August, 1903 and completed at

189
a total cost of two thousand three hundred dollars.

186ibia. , voi. s, p. i n .
1 R7

Ibid., Vol. 2, pp. 84-101.
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First Unlversallst Church of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. Ladles 

Aid Society (industrial Society and later A.U.W. (Secretary^ 
Record (hereafter Mt. Pleasant Ladles Aid Society)
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Mr. Buchanan* s departing words to the parish were 

"That he would carry with him none hut pleasant memories of 

his stay in our midst. He asked the people to have faith in 

God and in themselves, not to slacken or abate in their ef

forts; not to wait to secure a new pastor but [urged that]

190
steps be taken in that direction soon."

In the year 1905, both Dr. Effie McCollum Jones of 

Waterloo and Dr. W. H. LIcGrlauflln, Tri-State Superintendent, 

came to discuss their problems with the church people and to 

arrange for services. The latter planned that the Rev. Leon

P. Jones, Dr. L. B. Fisher and he would supply the pulpit at 

a cost of ten dollars per Sunday until May first when Bloom

field would be ready to employ a part time pastor. Apparent

ly it was not possible to carry out this plan because later 

they granted to the Baptists the use of their church since 

the Baptist church building had been destroyed by fire. A 

nominal fee of two dollars per week was charged for upkeep.

191
January 15, 1907 the Baptists were still using the building.

On September first, 1907 they called the Rev. Paul 

Jordan for half-time services. After a short interval of 

only eight months he found it necessary to resign because of 

the changed conditions at Table Grove (his other parish in 

Illinois) and with Lombard College. During the remainder of 

1908 Dr. Relfsnider of G-alesburg, Illinois, the Rev. A. R. 

Tillinghast, Tri-State Superintendent, the Rev. Mr. Barret,

the Rev. Mr. Caldwell and Dr. L. B. Fisher of Lombard

— — —

Ibid.. Vol. 2, p. 111.
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occupied the pulpit.

In September,1909, Mr. L. F. Willard, a charter mem

ber, moved west to Oregon to live with his son. The parish 

wrote/’We recognize his devotion and zeal as he gave long and 

faithful service to this church and we all regret his going 

from our midst. HHe was one of the finest men we have

ever known. When we think of a definition of optimism, we 

think of Mr. Willard.

From 1909 to 1912 Dr. Fisher came for services on

alternate Sundays. The Rev. Laura Bowman preached here June

19, 1910 and was asked to return July 3rd. They then arrang-

19*5ed with her for summer services. This was quite an honor

because the parish was so devoted to Dr. Fisher, a cultured

gentleman and an eloquent speaker, that they did not like

most of the substitutes he sent from the divinity school.

When she was asked to become their pastor she refused because

196
they were not interested in opening a Sunday School.

In 1912 Dr. Fisher could no longer come because of 

ill-health. On his last Sunday they presented to him twenty
197

dollars in gold, - a gift of appreciation. In December

they voted to call the Rev. W. E. Leavitt for alternate

198
Sundays at fifteen dollars a Sunday. A year later around 

Ibid.. Vol. 2, po. 126-133.
193

Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 138.

^94Jbid., Vol. 3, a clipping mounted on page 3.
19 5

Ibid.. Vol. 2, pp. 138 and 143.
196

Conversation with Rev. Laura B. G-aler, Mt. Pleasant,
Iowa, 1943.
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*■ 1 9 9
Christmas they decided to start a Sunday School* Ke re-

200
mained as the pastor until March, 1915.

In 1914 I. P. Van Cise passed away. He was the 

only one of the boys in a family of nine children to remain 

in Mt. Pleasant. He was born in Pennsylvania and came to 

this community in 1857 with his Quaker-parents. He (and all 

his family) had been very active in the Universalist Church.

His influence was long felt and his place hard to fill in

,, . , , 201 
this parish.

In March, 1915 when a committee was appointed to 

supervise the redecoration of the parsonage it was composed 

of F. W . Wait, Mrs. C. A. Archer, and Mrs. Galer. This is 

the first mention of the latter, who was the Rev. Laura Bow

man and who had recently married Roger S. G-aler, a prominent 

lawyer in Mt. Pleasant. In October they both joined the 

church.

In 1915 the ministers who served the parish were 

Dr. Fisher, five Sundays; the Rev. Leavitt, five Sundays; 

the Rev. Almira Cheney, seven Sundays and the Rev. Mrs. Galer 

one Sunday. The officers chosen for 1916 were Moderator,

Mrs. R. S. G-aler; Treasurer, J. A. Throop; Secretary, Mary 

Williams; Trustees, F. G-. Wait, R. S. Gstler, J. A. Gillis. "

Ibid.. Vol. 2, p. 153.
200

Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 1.
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May 25, 1919 Dr. Fisher held a Memorial service in 

the Mt. Pleasant church and from then to 1922 he came regul

arly every two weeks for services. During that time the 

parish sent fifty dollars to the Webster City Trustees for 

the care of the Rev. Harry F. Shook, who was quite ill as a 

result of his services in Europe as an army chaplain. The 

parsonage and all the wooden portions of the church were 

painted. Mr. G-aler donated electric lights to the church and 

Mrs. G-aler gave a lantern. A new furnace was installed for 

which Mrs. Willits collected the funds. Its installation in

volved building a larger chimney, and excavating the base

ment.

The Rev. Pliny Allen, pastor of the G-alesburg,

IllinoisjUniversalist Church, came once a month for evening

services from 1922 to 1926. Mrs. G-aler supplied much of the

time with a variety of services, sermons, pictures, lllus-

, trated sermons and book reviews. In 1922 Mrs. G-aler began

the Christmas Candle Light Service, which has been continued

every year with the assistance of the children of the Sunday

School, who decorated the building and participated in the

ritual. In 1924 before the seventy-fifth anniversary the

church was papered, a new steel ceiling was installed, the

organ was repaired and new linoleum was laid in the hall.

In the anniversary service Miss Josephine Leedham read the

history and Mrs. G-aler conducted the Memorial Service for

past ministers and members. A picnic at the G-aler home was 
—
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enjoyed by fifty guests. In the evening the Rev. Pliny Allen 

gave the anniversary sermon ’’which was a masterpiece.

On July 4, 1926 at a picnic in Saunders Grove a 

Y.P.C.U. was organized. There were eleven resident and four 

non-resident members. Many splendid devotional and social 

activities were enjoyed. In 1927 they raised the money to 

send Mary Willits and Harold Davis to the State Convention in 

Osage and the National Convention in Minneapolis. In

1932 the young people attended a number of institutes and 

conferences; two Rallies at Keokuk, one in the spring and 

the other in the fall with the Unitarians and Congregation- 

alists; the Liberal Young Peoples* Rally of the Mississippi 

Valley at Moline, Illinois; the Turkey Run Institute and the 

Unitarian Institute at McGregor. ”The Y.P.C.U. wishes to 

thank Mrs. Galer for all she has done for us. We realize 

that without her we could not have attended many of the 

young people’s rallies.” It was a very active organiza

tion until 1935 when the last entries were made, indicating

ono
that the needs of this generation had been met. °

In 1926 Mrs. Galer is spoken of as the pastor. In

the two years prior to that she seemed to be doing the bulk

209
of the pastoral work. The Iowa Universalist Convention
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Ibid. , Vol. 3, pp. 38-43.
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was entertained by this small congregation in June, 1929.

Now that the era of the automobile had come and hard surfaced 

roads had reached this part of the state, Mt. Pleasant could 

be reached as easily as any other city in Iowa. They enter

tained two other sessions, once in 1954 and again in 1941.

At the annual meeting in 1930, Mrs. G-aler asked to

be relieved of some of the burden of work as a permanent 
210

supply. They agreed to get some one to fill the pulpit

for half of the time, but no record was made of the ministers

or speakers they - obtained. At that time there were twenty-

six church members living In Mt. Pleasant, twenty elsewhere;

211
the Sunday School had an average attendance of fourteen.

Mrs. Eliza Rhodes gave the church one thousand dollars in 

1930, the interest of which was to be used for current ex

penses. It was of real assistance in the difficult depression

years that lay ahead. The following year William Schliep be-

212
queathed two hundred dollars to the Y.P.C.U.

At the annual meeting in 1932 HA general ’patting 

on the back1 followed, realizing that our church is not in 

debt as many charches are and that though small, by each one 

putting his shoulder to the whe6l, we have been able to keep 

going in good condition. H They lost Emma Van Oise by death 

and Josephine Leedham by removal, and the next four years 

were lost from this small fellowship. Their pastor was an 

210
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 70.

211
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unusually busy and capable person. In 1932 the following is 

a list of her activities as reported at the annual meeting;

1. conducted thirty-six services.

2. arranged for five speakers (Unitarian, Universalist
and Congregational)

3. supplied at Keokuk, Peoria and Waterloo.

4. served on two State Convention committees.

5. served on National Board of 0. S. S.A.

6. a faculty member of Y.P.S.U. Institute at McGregor.

7. served on two committees of the County Ministerial
Association.

8. on invitation spoke at:
a. Iowa and Illinois Universalist Conventions.
b. G. S.S.A. annual meeting.
c. May meeting of the Illinois Universalist Women.
d. winter rally of Illinois Y.P.C.U.
e. spring rally of Iowa Y.P.S.U.^4

This was only a typical year* s activities for her. She was 

an unusually capable and versatile pastor.

The following year she addressed college groups on 

seven occasions at Iowa Wesleyan. Later she conducted a 

Teaching Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio for the Universalist 

and Unitarian churches. She taught Bible at the Mid-West 

Institute, addressed the Older Boys and Girls Conference, con

ducted two Chapel services at the college, led a religious 

forum, gave three addresses to the Oxford Club at the College 

on the work of a minister and taught a class of women during

Lent in her home. She was editor of the denominational adult

215
Sunday School lessons entitled "The Helper". In August,

_ _  ■

Ibid., Vol. 4,(no page numbers).

401

215
Ibid., Vol. 4, (no page numbers).



www.manaraa.com

1937 she attended the International Conference for Religious

Freedom at Oxford, England, Meanwhile she found the time to

write a book entitled ’’Bible for the Modern Minds” assisted

by Roger S. Galer and Dr. Floyd Ross of Iowa Wesleyan College.

In recognition of her very splendid work in the field of

liberal religious education she was awarded an honorary degree

of Doctor of Divinity on June 10, 1940 by the Meadville Theo-

216
logical School in Chicago, Illinois.

In 1936 Mrs. G-aler reported to the parish ”A few

new contacts but no real growth.” Deaths occurred each year

among the older members while there were few additions. ”The

many activities outside the local church, though not outside

the denomination or religious interests have drawn heavily

on time and strength and have not been of value in building

up this society. I feel that the church has been not only
*

patient but generous the gift from the Society of expenses

to the ministers1 annual retreat at Turkey Run wos without

precedent in Iowa Universalism and was greatly appreciated,

especially since the church has had no increase In membership

217or influence this year.”

Mrs. Willits, the secretary, had previously recorded 

that ’’Several of the teachers and others in town are discover

ing that we have a fine preacher in our little church and are 

coming out on Sunday nights to enjoy her sermons along with 

us.” And the college young people after hearing her in the

216 “ [
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forums and chapel services were attracted to the Universal-

218
1st Church for occasional services#

A fundamental part of Mrs. G-alers ministry has been 

the living of her profession of universal brotherhood. Her 

leadership was shown in the work of The Ladies Aid and Mission 

Circle, which were exceedingly active in doing for others and 

in giving not only to the church budget but to other worthy 

causes. They were often the admiration of the other ladies 

at the time of the annual State Convention of Unlversalists.

For years Mrs. G-aler conducted the Christmas service at the 

County Home and the Ladies gave a gift to every inmate. Dur

ing depression years they sewed for the Red Cross and the 

needy in Mt. Pleasant, making layettes, blankets, comforts 

and clothing to give away. It was they who administered the 

Chamberlin Fund, to relieve the suffering of the poor with

out regard for their religious affiliations. To denomination

al causes they gave twenty-five dollars to the Lombard Endow

ment Fund, ten dollars for the National Memorial window at 

the church in Washington, D. C., thirty dollars for the 

Memorial Church, ten yards of toweling to the Clara Barton 

Home for diabetics, and sent boxes of clothing and books to 

South and North Carolina. To international causes for the 

building of world brotherhood, they sent two sheets on a 

Christmas ship to Germany in 1924, dressed and sent a doll 

to Japan, adopted a French orphan in 1918 and in 1942 paid

Ibid. . Vol. 4}(no page numbers).
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for the support of a refugee* ' This group was never large, 

numbering about fifteen and in 1943 they were predominantly 

older people. That was also true in the church where the 

attendance seldom exceeded fifteen and they were mostly re

presentatives of an older generation.

Mrs. Galer, foreseeing that in cooperation there 

is strength, especially when numbers are few, urged this 

church to form a circuit with the Keokuk Unitarian Church 

and help support the latter1s pastor, the Rev. R. M. Pratt. 

Toward that end she exchanged pulpits with him. The Unitar

ian church needed the assistance in order to retain a cap

able minister. But the members of this congregation could 

not see the necessity of making any change.220 (They had 

Mrs. Galer.)

In her report to the parish in 1939, Mrs. G-aler 

said^The activities may advertise the Universalist Church 

somewhat but not enough to draw a congregation there. The 

question before the Society is that of continued services, 

temporary closing or some arrangement with the Congregation

al body. The latter had found it necessary to close a

part of an attractive stone plant because of a dwindling 

congregation and a shortage of funds. The Universalists re

fused to consider the latter suggestion and have held servi

ces for the spring, summer and autumn months when the older

—

Mt. Pleasant. Ladles Aid Society, op. cit.
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Conversation with Rev. Laura B. Galer, Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa, 1943.
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people could get out. The Sunday School is small with two 

classes taught by Mr. and Mrs. Galer. The officers for 1943 

were, Trustees, Harold Davis, Mary Williams, Grace Roberts; 

Treasurer, Edith Willits; Treasurer of the Chamberlin Fund,
pop

Charlotte Davis; Clerk, Grace Roberts. They are carrying

on as of yore, loyal to and proud of their faith and heri

tage .

This article which appeared in the Mt. Pleasant 

News. November 28, 1938 concerning this parish was worth 

preserving:

“The church in which the services were held was erected 
in the years 1856-57 and it looks today as it looked 
when finished over eighty years ago. Neither fire, nor 
wind nor the elements have changed it and only minor 
repairs and interior arrangements have been made during 
that time. The church is the oldest church edifice in 
Mt. Pleasant still used for religious purposes and we 
think the oldest building in the city even formerly 
used for religious services. [Perhaps there is one ex
ception, the African Methodist Church]

'‘There is a colonial atmosphere about the Universal- 
ist Church.... There is the ante room with the stairs 
leading to the gallery, which looks down on the main 
floor and towards the pulpit. There are the two doors 
opening into the meeting room, one on each side in good 
orthodox fashion. And there are the pews so reminiscent 
of the old days. The red carpet on the floor, the in
side shutters, now almost extinct. A few short pews in 
what was formerly the ‘amen* corner of all good chur
ches. The hand carved walnut pulpit furniture. All 
[these] the same as jwere] installed during those days 
of the past.

“Of course, there have been changes. There is now 
a furnace instead of the three old wood heaters. Elec
tric lights now take the place of the old chandeliers 
with their gas jets. But all in all there still remains 
the spirit of the old days of a ‘meeting house.*
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wWe congratulate the Universalists on their ninety 
years of service in this community. We are inclined to 
believe that when it comes to Christian activities of 
the practical type, no other church in Mt. Pleasant can 
measure up to the record of the Universalists. 1 Clothe 
the naked, feed the hungry, care for the sick*. Quiet
ly year after year like a placid stream the ministra
tions of this church have flowed into thousands of homes 
bringing relief physical, mental and spiritual."223

Waterloo

Waterloo had a fine church home at the corner of 

Mulberry and Fourth Streets, across from Lincoln Park, which 

was dedicated in 1890. At the beginning of the century Rev. 

Frank H. York was the pastor. He remained until December 

1903.994

"Rev. Effie McCollum Jones came to Waterloo in 1904 and 
remained for twelve years. She took up her work, not 
as among strangers but among friends, as she had worked 
with her husband, the Rev. B. W. Jones when he had 
charge of the church Cjune 1892 to March, 1894.] Mr.
Jones had resigned to accept a call to the Universalist 
Church in Barre, Vermont where he died in 1898. Mrs.
Jones was called in 1904 to take the Waterloo pastorate. 
Under her guidance the membership grew more rapidly 
than at any other period in its history. CShe had re
ceived 192 new members, one of them was Miss Laura' 
Bowman, later the Dr. Laura Bowman G-aler of Mt. Pleas
ant. There were thirty in the Y.P.C.U. ; an average 
Sunday School attendance from eighty-five to one hun
dred,] 226 All departments of the church were well or
ganized and it was during these years that the Univer
salist church enjoyed some of the finest music in the 
city. Mrs. Jones contributed much to the spirit of the 
community. Both pastor and members played a large part 
in public affairs during the twelve years of her stay 
in Waterloo. She resigned to become a National Field 
Director for the National Woman Suffrage Association.

"Dr. Jones was followed by the Rev. H. L. Haywood, 
who held the pulpit for nearly three years. During his

223T, . , tr i c Iold., Vol. 5.

2 iJnl versall st Church and Society. Waterloo. Iowa. Sec
retary 1 s Record, Vol. 1, p. 263.~(Hereafter Waterloo Church)
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stay plans were made to turn the church into a communi
ty organization, [as had been done in Cedar Rapids, 
under Joseph Fort Newton]. It was proposed to have 
the church remain under the direction of the Universal- 
ist Convention but to change the name to 1 Liberal 
Christian Church1. It was believed that this form of 
fellowship would attract many more liberal minded per
sons including some who might object to the name 
Universalist1. The contributions of a. larger parish 
were needed to meet their increasing financial burdens.
This change took place and a number were added to the 
membership list. Mr. Haywood1s sermons were printed 
in the Waterloo Tribune and in pamphlet form. They 
were distributed generously but the demand always ex
ceeded the supply. In January 1919, the Rev. Mr. Hay
wood accepted a call to the Edwards Congregational 
Church of Davenport, Iowa. **227

"During the three years that he has been among us, we 
have grown to esteem him highly for his intense splri- 
tualitv gnd for the breadth and strength of his intel
lect.

Kowever} he left a parish very deeply in debt and unable to
OpQ

engage another pastor or to continue services. Not only 

was their financial situation depressing but the congrega

tion had lost their faith in the mission of the Universalist 

Church in Waterloo. They had failed to keep alive and grow

ing the strong church that Dr. Jones and her predecessors 

had built in the previous half century.

"The Society had realized for a number of years that 
the location of the church was no longer suitable for 
church purposes. Business was pressing close and most 
of the churches had abandoned their down town locations 
for quieter homes. Early in 1919 [when they were 
liquidating other property holdings] the church proper
ty was sold to Mr. Ford of Cedar Rapids whose company 
soon erected a large theater C The Strand ] on the place 

- ■

Dr. E. M. Jones, Short History of the Universalist 
Church and Society of Waterloo. Iowa. (Hereafter Jones, Water- 
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that had been a home to the Universal!sts for so many 
years. Following this event, no services were held 
until late in 1920 when they were resumed in the 
Russell-Lamson Hotel parlors.”^30

The leaders of the State Convention were deeply

concerned over the situation. In 1919 ”every attempt was

made to persuade the Waterloo parish to hold the property,

secure another minister and proceed. A vote by telegram was

taken and carried unanimously, offering the Waterloo parish

$2500 per year for two years if they would retain the proper-

ty and secure a minister. The offer was refused.” The

following year Dr. Jones was asked to go to Waterloo in the

interest of the Great Drive and get the names of those

232
people really interested in the church. In 1920 Judge 

Roger S. Galer had offered the Waterloo parish two thousand 

dollars a year on running expenses from the General Conven

tion if they would consider resuming services. They rejected

,, . .. 233
this proposal.

Meanwhile, on January 28, 1920 a meeting was called 

to order and presided over by the Mid-West Superintendent,

Dr. Luther Riley Robinson where fifty members voted to re

organize the Universalist Church and Society. Dr. Robinson 

had been chosen by the General Convention to do field work 

in this area. It was because of his sturdy integrity, whole

hearted consecration, and deep faith in this liberal

230
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denomination that he inspired the despairing Waterloo parish

to organize anew and resume their responsibilities so that

they and their children might enjoy the mental satisfaction

and spiritual up-lift of its ministrations and the joy of its

fellowship. The officers chosen were: President, H. B.

Cropper; (who had safeguarded the funds accruing from the

sale of their property.); Vice-President, Dr. C. N. Shane;

Secretary, Mrs. Clara Walker; Treasurer, H. E. Weatherwax;

Trustees, C. C. Kohagen, Mrs. Henry Grout, N. W. Frisbie,Mrs.

534
Myrta Naven, Frank E. Adams.

"After meeting for a few months in the Russell-Lamson 
Hotel, the Society moved to the Hileman-Gindt Chapel 
where services were held every Sunday until the James 
Black property on Independence Avenue was ready for 
occupancy. This large home was bought in 1923. On 
the second floor there is an unusually beautiful audi
torium that seats about two hundred people, a choir 
room and a pastors study. The first floor has a well 
equipped kitchen and dining room and several large 
rooms which are used as Sunday School quarters, parlors 
for all social functions, bazaars and meetings of all 
departments of church work. The grounds are spacious 
and serve well for outdoor activities. "235

At the close of the first crucial year the Rev.

Otto Raspe reported,

"In the ten months of the present pastorate, a Sunday 
School now numbering fifty-one members has been organ
ized ** Bible classes and a Men* s noon day forum were 
made part of the Sunday School. A chapter of the order 
of Universalist Comrades with twelve members has been 
organized, also a Clara Barton Guild of eighteen mem
bers. "236

___ 1

Waterloo Church, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 190.
235

Jones, Waterloo. op. cit.
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During the year of the dedication of the new church twenty- 

seven new members were admitted. HMr. Raspe entered most

heartily into civic affairs and placed the Waterloo church 

once more in the active ranks of community life."®^® He

239
accepted a call in 1924 to go to Cambridge, Massachusetts.

It was almost a year before the Rev. W. 0. Bodell arrived, 

he remained three years. During his pastorate the parish 

lost a very capable and active layman who had been the treas

urer for many years.

HIn the loss of our beloved brother, Herbert E. Weather- 
wax our church has been deprived of one of its staunch
est and most loyal members and officers. The loss is 
heavy for us to bear, both as an organization and as 
Individuals. Not one of us but feels the richer for 
contacts with his spiritiof kindliness and absolute 
dependability. We all loved him and will truly miss 
and mourn him. Resolved:- That his life was an example 
to us all, of loyalty and service, and the memory of it, 
will be an influence for good that will abide with us 
always. ,f240

The Rev. Conard C. Rheiner was pastor for a year 

and a half. He was Intelligent, ambitious and creative but 

he lacked a sense of balance and the fitness of things. He 

was young and when he recognized he was not meeting the 

standard of accomplishment set by the Oeneral Convention, 

tendered his resignation in December, 1929. A part of it 

read,

237 " "—
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"I csme to Waterloo one year ago next Sunday, a recent 
graduate from Tufts College (Crane) Theological School, 
a newly-wed, and only seven days after placing my feet 
on United States soil. As you can well imagine, I was 
enthusiastic about my first parish; I was hopeful as 
to its possibilities, looking forward to the day in the 
not too distant future when I could face my fellow 
workers and say, 1 There, I*ve done something worth 
while1• As I labor among you that day seems to recede 
farther and farther into eternal time.M241

The Rev. Edna P. Bruner*s pastorate began Febru- 

242
ary 1, 1931. She was unanimously called by the parish at 

a salary of tv/o thousand dollars which was in succeeding 

years reduced because of the national economic crisis. Under 

her very capable leadership during the ensuing ten years the 

church grew in numbers, knowledge and faith. She was a reli

gious educator, the Church School teachers were trained, a 

curriculum and library developed for a school of about sixt}'

pupils. Under the leadership of Richard Shane a Y.P.C.U. was

243
organized in 1931 and revived again in 1934 with Robert

244
Housden and Herbert Shane ' as the leaders. The pastor

directed very valuable study and discussion programs for the

245
group. Adult study groups were organized. The idea of

a monthly Family Night at the church was evolved and found

very satisfying in good fellowship. Mrs. Opal Rasmussen was

246
for more than a decade the very able director.
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Rasmussen, Cedar Falls, Iowa.
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Miss Bruner was not only active in building up her 

own parish but in the community and the denomination as well.

In the city today her name is synonymous with the Universal- 

ist Church* Her report to the parish in 1931 gives some im

pression of her community service*

1* gave three book reviews.

2* guest speaker and installing chaplain for the De
Molay order*

3. spoke to the D.A.R* on ''Internationalism”*

4. spoke to the Fortnightly Club twice

a. "Sino - Japanese situation"

b. "Disarmament Conference."

5. lectured to the Presbyterian Church on "The History
of Religion in the Philippines."

6. held services in West Union, - April and June

7. taught Gr.S.S.A. credit course at Y.P.C.U. Institute
at Turkey Run.S4?

She traveled abroad in 1933 and gave a series of 

lectures at the McGregor Institute. In succeeding years she 

conducted a seminar for the A.A.U.W.; was dean of the Mid- 

West Institute; assisted in the Red Cross and Community Chest 

drives; attended the Mid-West Religious Institute at Lake 

Geneva, Wisconsin and broadcast church services over W.M.T* 

in 1934.249

All departments of the church were active and the 

building was kept in repair. The custodians occupied an 

apartment in the building. The pastor remarked in 1939, "It

247 — —  - 
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P49
has been a deep joy to minister to a splendid company.”

At the beginning of the following year she said^HNever in

the present pastorate has the work of the church seemed

more vital than it has these last months culminating in the

church services. Thanks are due the many who have co-

250
operated in attendance, in leadership, in service.

In 1939 a loss was suffered by this close fellow

ship from an unexpected quarter. Young Robert Housden,

while a student in the divinity school at St. Lawrence Uni-

251
versity, suddenly became ill and died. His was a young 

life of so much promise and all were so fond of hlm^he was 

deeply mourned.

On October 7, 1940, Miss Bruner resigned to accept

an appointment November 1st, as General Field Worker of the

Universal!st Church. HThe ten years with you have been rich

252
indeed.... I shall leave with deep personal regret.”

Thus ended a splendid ministry wherein the attendance had 

more than doubled. This intelligent, capable, and friendly 

young woman was to be greatly missed by many.

The Rev. C. Arrington served as interim pastor from 

December to July, when the Rev. and Mrs. Paul Felt would ai>-
pc*

rive following his graduation from divinity school. Dur

ing his short pastorate of a year, a parsonage was built on

P49
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 312.

250
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 328.

951
Ibid.. Vol. 3, p. 329.

252
Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 349.

p

413

Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 365.



www.manaraa.com

the church lot, the church was reincorporated and an excel

lent Junior Choir was organized. It was with regret the 

parish bade this capable young man farewell and God-speed on 

the path he had chosen.

The parish valiantly sustained itself without cler

ical leadership until 1943 when the Rev. and Mrs. Matthias 

Heilig arrived to direct the religious activities of this 

liberal parish that had rallied from the weakness of 1920 to 

the strength of 1942 when pastorless they could continue an 

active organization.*

Mr. H. 3. Cropper is one of the oldest living mem

bers,who for more than thirty-five years actively supported 

the church. In 1942 Dr. C. N. Shane resigned as president 

after serving continously for thirteen years. His son,

Richard, had for a number of years capably filled positions 

of leadership both in this parish and in the state organiza

tion. ttThe reins are being taken up by younger hands that

254
will continue to hold liberal religion aloft. * The out

look for the future is bright in this parish that has young 

men and women trained and willing to carry the responsibility 

of their church. The past has given them courage and enthus

iasm to meet the challenge of the tomorrows.

The officers in 1943 were: President, Mrs. Eliza

beth Kenney; Vice-President, Dr. C. N. Shane; Secretary, Mrs.

—

Jones, Waterloo, op. clt.
* Miss Nellie Housden reported in 1942 there were 78 

active and 59 Inactive members. (1875-1942, 661 members had 
been admitted).

Church Secretary Record. Vol. 3, p. 389.
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Charles Kamerdiner; Treasurer, Mrs. LI. C. Chapman; Collector, 

Mrs. Hoy Freed; Trustees, Hoy Housden, Mrs. Agnes P. Grout,

Mrs. Maud Folk, Ralph Alexander, Lloyd Harvey.**5® -f

Webster City

The St. Paul* s Universal!st Church has had fewer 

pastors and their tenure has been longer than in many of the 

other parishes. They were also fortunate in having their 

pastors reside in the Webster City community. The following 

people have ministered to this church in the twentieth cen

tury;

Rev. James Alvin Clark 1900-1905
Rev. A. N. Alcott 1905-1907
Rev. N. E. Spicer 1907-1912
Rev. L. C. McLaughlin )
Rev. H. L. Haywood ) 1912-1917
Rev. Harry Shook )
Rev. Effie McCollum Jones, D.D. 1 1917-1919
Rev. Harry Shook 1919-1922
Rev. George Wood 1922-1925
Rev. Effie McCollum Jones, D.D. 1925-1943

During the Rev. N. E. Spicer* s pastorate a modem 

parsonage was erected on Boone Street. HIn 1910 Mrs. Eliza 

Worthington made the church a gift of two thousand dollars.

Mrs. Worthington and her husband, Warren, had been ardent 

supporters of the church since 1884. Mr. Worthington passed 

away in 1907.

_  _

Conversation with Mrs. Elizabeth Kenney, Waterloo,
Iowa, 1943.

256
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Brief History of St. Paul*s 

Universalist Church, Webster City. Iowa.

4* This parish was host to many State Conventions, namely, 
in 1902, 1908, 1921, 1924, 1930, 1935, 1938, 1939, 1942.
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"On April 15, 1917 a parish meeting Fas held at 
which time the Kev. Harry F. Shook notified the church 
that he had been assured of a Commission as Chaplain 
of the 2nd Infantry Regiment, I.N.G-., so tendered his 
resignation, which was accepted with regret and good 
wishes* Immediately, arrangements were made with the 
Rev. Effie McCollum Jones, D. D. to take over the 
pastorate, beginning August 1, so there would be no 
intermission in the church work* She remained as 
pastor until October,' 1919, when Mr. Shook was re
leased from the service after being in France with hjs 
regiment for more than a year and away from this 
church for more than two years. Dr. Jones turned the 
parish back to him, though the church minutes say that 
she was granted a 2 -year leave of absence, that she 
might engage in lecturing.

,fDuring the two years of her pastorate the church 
was active in all ways. The official Board meg regu
larly , a condition often absent. The annual meeting 
on January 7, 1918 mentioned**the increasing efficien
cy of the organization of the forces of the church.*
During these years Dr. Jones was granted the privilege 
of travelling over the state to help organize the 
counties for the Fourth and Fifth Liberty loans, but 
she managed to be in her pulpit every Sunday so the 
work was not halted by this additional activity on her 
part. The parsonage, located on 3oone Street, had been 
rented for some time and was not occupied by Dr. Jones 
and her family, so it was finally sold for $7500.00, 
and the money received was largely used in the payment 
of debts of various sorts.

"Because of the serious epidemic of influenza in 
the winter of 1918 all churches were closed by public 
order for 15 Sundays, so it was voted to forego the 
usual summer vacation to offset, in some measure, the 
time lost from quarantine. During this pastorate 
twenty-two members were taken into church membership 
and eight children were christened. The resolution 
adopted by the church at her leaving says that *The * 
Universalist Church and Parish feel that the church 
owes much to her.*

"On February 8 , 1925 at a parish meeting the Rev. 
George H. Wood asked for a leave of absence in order 
that he might candidate at the church In Kinston, N.O. 
where he later became pastor. He asked Dr. Jones to 
supply for him during his absence, which she did, as 
she had meantime bought a home in Webster City and her 
family was living there. After several had supplied 
the pulpit following Mr. Wood* s departure, Dr. Jones
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came back to become pastor again in May, 1925 and still 
continues in this relation at this writing, July 1,
1944. These more than nineteen years of continuous 
pastoral relations have been interesting and fruitful 
years and have been called by some of the older mem
bers the best years in the history of the church in 
more than a generation. No such congregations have 
been seen as marked the very early years. But the 
novelty of a new and revolutionary theology had passed 
and the church had settled down to the steady kind of 
community and personal work by which alone any church 
goes forward.

"For a good many years, vesper services were held 
each Sunday at 5 P.M. except during the summer months.
The addresses were usually of a more general character 
than at the morning service, often being reviews of 
new books or of outstanding plays, though none were 
chosen unless they carried the elements of good pulpit 
teaching. They were very popular and afternoon atten
dance usually was larger than in the morning. These 
were felt to have real value and created wide interest 
outside the church membership.

"Dr. Jones was active in the local Ministerial 
Association, acting as its president for nearly four 

, years at one time, being secretary for several years 
at other times, taking part in all union undertakings, 
such as Lenten meetings, union communion services in 
different churches and doing her part in all the many 
series of union preaching services. She was active in 
all movements for public welfare, worked in the Woman* s 
Club, heading the District committee on International 
Relations in the Iowa Federation of Woman*s Clubs until 
she withdrew because of Illness. In all ways she was 
an active citizen and both she and her church stood 
high in the estimation of the whole community.

"The rate of growth has not been as rapid as at 
some times in the church* s history,, but it has been 
steady and dependable. Those who did the spade work 
of the pioneers have in many cases left behind them 
worthy sons and daughters who carry the standard which 
their forbears planted and upheld. Second and third 
generation children are brought to be christened and 
later take their places in the ranks of those responsi
ble for the future of the church which is like a part 
of the family*s life blood. Of course, a small town, 
like Webster City, offers neither advanced educational 
opportunities nor advantageous openings for young busi
ness and professional people so they go away from home 
to college and then follow to some city with more to 
offer both in the way of usefulness and of rewards for 
their work, so are lost to our church life thereafter.
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HIn a very real sense, therefore, preaching in the 
Webster City pulpit is like preaching to a procession - 
literally sowing seed beside all waters and trusting 
for a harvest to the long dealings of destiny. This 
state of things also means that the church constituency 
is clearly divided into two distinct groups. On the 
one side are all those who are too young for college, 
young people still of high school age or younger and 
of these the Sunday School, the choir and the youth 
social activities are made up. Then there is a gap 
left by the young men and women who have gone away to 
college and those just beyond college, who have gone 
to seek a place for themselves in the world. The 
other group is made up of the middle-aged, the mature 
and the elderly. The problem of fusing these two 
widely different age groups into a unity is far from 
easy to solve.

HIn Webster City the efforts of a capable choris
ter, Mrs. Gertrude 3 lake Neudeck, whose grand parents 
were in the old-time Strawberry Point and Greeley 
Universalist congregations so she belongs to the Great 
Tradition, has built an attractive and dependable choir 
from among the younger people and their elders have 
come to feel that they have found their mission in the 
training and developing their young fellow Universal- 
ists, so they work with a fine spirit of cooperation.

"The ties with the past are not neglected. The 
history of the earlier workers is made graphic by such 
observances as the memorial service held in the ceme
tery in the early summer, occasionally, to decorate the 
graves of two of the greater early ministers who, with 
their wives, are buried in the local Graceland ceme
tery, - the Rev. B. F. Snook, founder of the church; 
and the Rev. Amos Crum, D. D. and his wife, the Rev. 
Sophronia L. Crum. The choir furnishes appropriate m 
music and the children place flowers on the graves 
while the pastor* s brief address at each family lot 
brings to their minds the love owed by the succeeding 
generations for those who laid the foundations for our 
present beloved church.

"Dr. Jones spares no effort to extend, the Ideals 
for which the church stands. Year after year she con
ducts raid-week classes, often popular with men-Univer- 
salists, on phases of World Peace and other important 
movements for social service. During recent summers 
she has arranged for a series of Sunday morning forums 
in her church during August, the church* s vacation month, 
with outside speakers to lead the discussions. They 
have been useful and helped in the great enterprise of 
adult education for citizenship. She also originated
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and for several years was chairman of an annual 
citizenship.school, under the auspices of the local 
Woman’s Club’s Civic Department, and held in the Jane 
Young House, at which notable speakers have dealt 
with various phases of public duty.

’’These outside activities have in no way detrac
ted from the steady furthering of the work of St.
Paul’s church. Congregations have gradually grown 
larger on the average; the church school has grown to 
a membership of about 85 and an average attendance 
close to fifty. Dr. Jones is Superintendent of this 
Sunday School, which makes a notable record in all 
philanthropies of the denomination, in leadership in 
church social affairs and in the quality of the work 
that is being done in religious education. There ard 
eight regular graded classes, each of which has its 
reliable teacher and a regular substitute, so there 
is never any break in the work of the pupils.

”This church and Sunday School have taken the lead 
in building up in connection with the sessions of the 
Iowa Universal!st Convention each year sundry discus- 
sions^classes for the ’teen age young people, so they 
attend in considerable numbers, pay close attention to 
all Convention sessions and add greatly to the interest 
and value of these annual assemblies.

”In 1942 Dr. Jones observed the fiftieth anniver
sary of her ordination but apparently she still preaches 
with the keen mental grasp and vigor of a much younger 
woman. In spite of her wish to be allowed to retire 
to devote her time and energy to literary activities 
she has long planned, the shortage of ministers has 
made it impossible to secure a successor for her so 
she goes on steadfastly until such time as she can be 
relieved. Available ministers like to stay farther 
east where there is more chance for fellowship and pro
motion.

’’During the depression in the early * 30*s the sub
scription list was wiped out by the heavy losses sus
tained by many of the church people, so a regular bud
get seemed out of the question. To keep the church 
actively at work in this serious emergency Dr. Jones 
offered to go on as pastor, accepting Just what was left 
from the available income after other expenses were 
cared for. This went on for twelve years, but the 
younger families that have been brought into the church 
in recent years have now taken hold of the business 
affairs of the church, are raising an adequate budget 
and training workers and officials in business ways, to 
make the work and the prospects of succeeding ministers 
more efficient and satisfactory.
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"During recent years the church building, which 
had been growing shabby during the depression, was 
completely overhauled and renovated, making it one of 
the more attractive church buildings in the city. It 
is hoped to enlarge it when restrictions on building 
are removed after the end of the war. One of the 
happy events following this freshening and strengthen
ing of the building was the dedication of the excellent 
organ, a gift to the congregation from Mrs. R. H. Wood- 
worth and her daughter, Miss Phebe Woodworth, of Port 
Arthur, Texas. Mrs. Woodworth is a daughter of the 
Mr. and Mrs. Rome H. Woodworth who were active in the 
years when the foundations of the present vigorous 
organization were being laid. The organ is the Wood- 
worth Memorial Organ, in memory of those pioneer Uni- 
versalists to whom such a great debt is owed.

"Late this summer St. Paul*s Universalist church 
plans to celebrate the 70th anniversary of its found
ing. While its history has not fulfilled the vast ex
pectations of those who rocked its cradle, it has never
theless m8.de a large contribution to community welfare 
and quality, to the lives of the hundreds of people 
whose religious life has found within its walls their 
inspiration and has always contributed generously to 
denominational undertakings. What its future is to 
be will depend greatly on what shape the world is to 
take after the war ends. If liberal ministers are once 
more to be had in numbers large enough to meet the 
needs of their constituency, the next seventy years may 
be more useful than the first period.

"But whatever the future may bring, we are grate
ful for the light shed abroad into many lives by the 
ministrations of the fine succession of men and women 
who have spoken from its pulpit. More men aid women 
than will ever be known have found through the messages 
from this pulpit an inspiration to worthier living that 
has affected not only those who were personally touched 
but all those whom their lives touched in turn share 
something of that insight which a true religion always 
imparts to those who will hear.

"It is therefore good to know what worthy work has 
been done in this first seventy years. It is worth while 
to plan for a yet more useful future and to comtemplate 
with pride and affection those whose lives have enriched 
its history and been enriched by it.

257 *
Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Manuscript concerning 

her pastorate in St. Paulfs Universalist Church, Webster 
City, Iowa.
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Out of the group of more than one hundred societies

organized in Iowa in the past century only the four active

parishes at Mitchellville, Mt. Pleasant, Waterloo, and
ed

Mitchellville reraain/\in 1945 as symbols of the reality of 

the ideal of religious liberalism as interpreted by the 

Universalist denomination. The twentieth century has been 

a period of serious loss. Twenty-five active or serai- 

active churches have disappeared. Few of the societies 

were ever large. Very frequently they represented one or 

two deeply interested leaders or family groups. The or

ganization survived only for one generation or as long as 

the vibrant personality lived in that locality. Occasion

ally^ modest group of thirty or forty like-minded liber

als were found in one town. There was built a church with 

real hopes for survival and the building of a truly liber

al tradition. Such has been the story of the Lit. Pleasant 

church with ninety-five years of history. The influence 

of the Universalists on community life and thought has been 

in proportion to their sincerity, enthusiasm, courage and 

tenacity in avowing and the living the principles their 

minds and hearts accepted. On the whole they have been men 

of good will, who have inspired others to worthier endea

vor. The part this denomination has played can never be 

objectively measured any more than the true worth of a 

man’s life can be measured. Pioneer Universalists saw 

that it had a mission in the Iowa frontier. For a complete 

century succeeding generations have found it an inspiration, 

enobling and enriching their lives.
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Chapter VIII 

THE CHEAT SYNTHESIS

The Iowa Unlversalist Convention observed its cen

tennial on December 23, 1943* One hundred years before at a 

meeting in the new church building in Iowa City delegates 

from Burlington, Muscatine, and Iowa City met and organized 

the State Convention, ^here had been Unlversalist preaching 

in Iowa sinoe the 1830*8 and churches had been organized by 

the circuit riders prior to 1843* In the 1870*s the movement 

reached its peak in both the number of churches organized and 

ministers serving in the Iowa field* Since that time there 

has been an Interesting record of achievement in the building 

of modest stable churches. The number of parishes has gradu

ally declined wo that by 1943 there were only four active ones, 

namely those at Mltchellville, Mt. Pleasant, Waterloo, and 

W ebster City. Within the century, however, it can be claim

ed that the denomination as a whole, as well as the indivi

dual ministers and laymen, has made an appreciable contribu

tion to Iowa*s social, political, and economic life*

The question in the minds of many thinking Iowa 

Universallsts in this century has been, "Why has the denomina

tion grown smaller with each passing decade?" Beginning in 

1843 there was one society on record in Iowa City with the 

possibility that some others had been formed but not report

ed to the General Headquarters. Since that year one hundred 

twenty-six church groups have been fellowshipped with the
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State Sonvention. In 1943 only four were considered active 

churches, and two of these had but small congregations.

Many of the one hundred twenty-six so-called churches had 

consisted of very small societies, consisting perhaps of one, 

two or three like-minded liberal families who had come to 

Iowa from the East where they and their families were Univer- 

sallsts. Or they were attracted by one of the circuit riders 

or a minister of the liberal faith from a nearby community 

and became followers of the faith. In order to receive 

fellowship they simply needed to send delegates to one of 

the annual state conventions. Nevertheless many of the 

churches had been prosperous for a generation or more, them 

had vanished from the record. Notable examples would be 

Storm Lake, Strawberry Point, Elkader, Iowa Palls, Clarinda, 

Eldora, Newton, Waverly, B oone and Dubuque.

In the early days Iowa was settled by pioneers who 

cherished liberal views politically, socially, culturally and 

religiously. Many of them were abolitionists. They scorned 

class distinctions except those based on individual merit.

They rejected false pretensions to culture that might have

been accepted back east. Some were ready to embrace a phil-
*

osophy or religion that appealed to their common sense and 

ideas of equality and fair play. Many of them had begun the 

trek westward dissatisfied with the economic, social or pol

itical conditions in their section. The frontier setting, 

with its absence of stabilization, would tend to make cer

tain of them more liberal than they had been in an establish

ed community. People were coming in from all sections and
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localities bringing a variety of ideas and customs into each 

Iowa community. This heterogeneity would tend to liberalize 

the new settlers. It was this element that accepted Univer- 

sallsm. Among these early groups, laymen and circuit riders 

exerted strong Influence, yet more societies were establish

ed than were able to survive the more conservative migration 

of the succeeding decades. The liberals decreased in numbers 

in proportion to the population. As the first generation 

died, there were fewer new recruits to fill their vacant pews.

In this fact one can see clearly that the general denom

ination did not really plan for the Iowa expansion. It was 

rather a spontaneous response to the enthusiasm of a few de-
4k

voted crusaders such as Erasmus Manford, Joy Bishop and Col. 

Sanford. Many small groups were organized in small communi

ties, even in rural areas such as near Cast alia, where there 

was no prospect of an expanding congregation under the best 

possible circumstances. Their efforts were expended many 

times in broadcasting the "good seed o*er the land" and hav

ing the scattered grains take root and flourish for a short 

time, then wither and die. The localities should perhaps have 

been chosen on the basis of whether they were likely to grow 

into a oity of considerable size, for only there could they 

be sure to find a sufficient congregation to support a strong 

church. Only a few out of each thousand were likely to be, 

on the basis of averages, religious liberals.* Therefore

♦However, all of the active churches in 1943 except one 
was in a relatively small community. The oldest one located 
at Mt. Pleasant is nearly a century old. Certain factors 
might tend to draw to one community an unusually large group 
of liberals in proportion to the total population.
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choosing the site for a new church with care, and sending 

missionaries and funds to aid in its support,would have 

greatly aided the cause on the frontier* But the appeals for 

workers and money were sent to the denominational newspapers 

and the response depended very largely on the zeal of the 

local churches back east and of individual Universalists.

Besides a lack of planning and support from the 

General Convention there was neither organization nor super 

vision of the whole area for the perpetuation and encourage

ment of the societies when organized* The lack of fellowship 

and a shortage of ministers to serve the parishes were two of 

. the reasons why the Waverly ohurch closed, and when the proper

ty was sold the money was sent to the General Convention; not 

to the state organization* The Tri-State Superintendent, A* R. 

Tillinghast?ln his report to the official board, September 29, 

1909 wrote as follows:

"A few years ago, all villages looked much alike; since 
then some have shrivelled and others have suddenly be
come cities. Our churches were built by individuals 
and afterward JwereJ made a part of the denomination, 
thus were not located by general oversight or strategic 
plan* These scattered churches, having practically no 
denominational supervision became the easy prey of in
efficient ministers, or were often closed because no 
leader came to their aid. **•*•

The men in the ministry were always too few for the 

demands made upon them. Many of the circuit riders were un

usually capable men, who were so devoted to this cause thatfc 

to them it had become a sacred crusade. Only a few lacked

^A. R. Tilllnghast1 s report to the Executive Board, 
September 29, 1909#
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the requisite mental and moral fiber for their profession.

The liberals in the state demanded in their ministers in

telligence, learning and ability far above the average be

cause of the very nature of a philosophy which must be defend

ed in public debate and private discussion. Circuits were 

formed to solve this problem. From the Executive Board1s 

records in 1901 there appeared the following concerning them:

"We approve the Superintendent*s [ A. R. Tillinghast ] pro jeot 
of combining weak churches into circuits and trying to unite 

them under capable pastors. Regular services, though not 

frequent serve to keep a spark of faith alive.

Early in the twentieth century nearly all of the churches 

seemed to feel that there was no use in continuing if they 

could not increase their membership sufficiently to support 

a resident minister. Mt. Pleasant discharged one pastor be

cause he was living elsewhere and then for a time they were 

without a minister. Boone and Mitchellville long shared their 

pastor. When Dr. Cook was chosen to live in Mitchellville,

Boone discontinued its cooperation. Mitchellville had never 

had a resident pastor since the Seminary had closed and was 

striving to strengthen itself so that it could become self- 

sufficient. Just when a circuit was to be revived that would 

include Bloomfield, that parish ceased to function.

The organization of the churches was of the free con

gregational type so that neither the state nor the General

^Iowa Unlveraallst Convention. Executive Board Corres
pondence File for 1901.
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Convention sent a new pastor as soon as the previous one 

departed. The churches were built and operated by the local 

individuals. A more centralized general organization that 

planned,supervised and nurtured the denomination^ develop

ment would have strengthened the movement - but it would 

have met popular resistance within its own ranks. During 

the latter part of the nineteenth century and the early part 

of the twentieth there was either an Iowa or a Tri-State 

Superintendent, who counseled with the churches and tried to 

organize and perpetuate the work of the pioneers in the de

nomination, but the success of his labors was slight.

In organization and creed it was a religious democracy 

and had all the weaknesses and strengths of a political one.

It was a religion based on feeling and reason that was in

tended to lead the intelligent in the paths of virtue, truth, 

right living, brotherhood and happiness. Each person was 

expected to find his own way and not depend on those in 

authority, nor on a creed to support and direct his religious 

life. In fact the Independent pioneers were happy in such a 

free fellowship. However, when a group suffered under in

efficient leadership or met a catastrophe there was no eccles

iastical authority that could step in to direct the affairs 

of their parish. - It was their problem and their responsi

bility and sometimes they failed to meet their crises success

fully.

Judge Platt wrote in 1901 that he felt independence had 

weakened the church.
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"Universalists either from natural causes or by reason 
of their education and environment, are independent 
in thought and action. The great danger the denomina
tion is confronted with is too much independence on 
the part of its adherents or supporters. Liberty in 
thought, a liberal construction of Bible truths, too 
often leads to indifference— and sometimes to total 
lack of interest in the work of the church.

In many cases the loss of the ardent first generation 

meant the end of the active society. Its children sometimes 

were more conservative by nature and environment or were in

fluenced by the desire for fellowship, or the social approval 

accorded those in larger orthodox denominations, so they left 

their parent* s church. In many oases the congregations were 

so small that young people married outside of the membership - 

this most often meant a loss especially when Lutherans or 

Catholios were involved. In some communities the influx of 

immigrants in large numbers from Ireland, Holland, Germany, 

or the Scandinavian countries has changed the character of 

the population and spelled the doom of a long-lived liberal 

church. Because of intermarriage or the authoritarian church 

member*s repugnance to a change in religious conviction,the 

Universalists have been unable to replace the passing liberal 

members. Charles City and Osage are good examples of this 

type of situation. Many of the families who were originally 

Universalists were from the middle class: farmers, business 

and professional men. Their families were smaller than the 

average. In many cases there were no children. When there

were they were sent to college where they chose a profession

* ”” '
«Iudge F. C. Platt* s report to the Iowa Executive Board, 

August 20, 1901.
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or career that would take them to larger industrial comuni- 

ties in this state and elsewhere. Many people in the period 

from 1890 to 1920 moved to the urban centers for economic 

reasons. The churches, being primarily in the smaller towns 

in the state, seldom gained new members and frequently lost 

them. Storm Lake lost many to Sioux City and Mitchellville 

to Des Moines. In Eldora, Iowa Falls, ELkader, and Bloom

field the churches attributed their closing to removals? to 

other localities.

Why they did not continue to draw new recruits into 

their ranks from the outside is a debatable issue. During 

the first forty years they did grow much more rapidly than at 

any other time. Perhaps it was because during that time they 

were crusading against the doctrine of endless punishment.

That lent emotional appeal to their otherwise calm and reason

able statement of faith. It was during that phase that msny 

of the religious debates were hetld, drawing large crowds and 

capable speakers. These resulted in the organization of new 

societies, as at Bloomfield and the reception of new members* 

When the controversy slowly died down perhaps the deeply 

liberal Universalists failed to recognize the need for the 

positive presentation of their philosophy, They were proud 

of their past record and grateful to G-od that other men in 

other churches were becoming more reasonable. Truly, other 

sects have grown continously more liberal in practice al

though many of the creeds have remained unaltered. In the 

Page County History appears this explanation for the decline
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of the Clarlnda Parish:

"The ohuroh was exceedingly prosperous in its earlier 
days and would be equally so to-day were it not that 
the abandonment of the old dogmas of faith by the major
ity of orthodox churches renders their mission almost 
a thing of the past* The very grounds of the Univer- 
sallst faith, with the single exception of the univer
sal mediation of Christ, have become the principal tenets 
of faith held by the majority of orthodox congregation*"4

But they erred in feeling that any other group had really 

espoused their cause of a free religion where all men were 

brothers seeking the wisdom of God in their own way. They 

failed to carry the torch of the reality of their faith to 

their neighbors and even to their own children. Perhaps some 

converts of the "Anti-hell days" did not sense the real miss

ion of a liberal church and those involved in that struggle 

lost sight of the larger mission because of the noise of the 

fray on either hand. Having lost it once they forgot it or 

stumbled in their efforts to translate it to the succeeding 

generations.

They were a minority group, which many hoped would 

some day become a majority and permeate the religious thought 

of the nation. They, their children or their grandchildren, 

wearied of the social and economic discrimination which they 

encountered, and seeing few tangible gains made by the denom

ination > they gave up the struggle and sought the anonymous 

security of one of the larger established sects. They failed 

to realize that, as a thinking minority, they might have a 

larger Influence on mankind than in a less positive group.

% 1  story of Page County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1880, p. 564.
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Perhaps the more loyal ones were Inclined to charge the de

serting members with having "sold their birthright for a mess 

of pottage." However, it was in a measure the Inevitable 

wearing away of a minority by social attrition. Outright per

secution would have been easier to endure; it is the fire that 

produces martyrs in any age, But slighting discriminations 

were harder to bear, especially if the people lacked the zeal, 

the understanding and the appreciation of the broader faith 

shown by their parents, who had felt that the qualities would 

come to their children as they grew up through study and med

itation.

The Universalists were not the only denomination to 

lose members or close churohes. This has been true of practi

cally every denomination in Iowa. In practically every com

munity there have been closed churches and others struggling 

to exist. In both Osage and Mt. Pleasant the Congregational 

Church has a large plant but a dwindling parish and recommend

ations have been made that they merge with the Universalists 

but no action has as yet been taken. The latter have been 

very reluctant to lose their identity in a fusion— always wait

ing until they must close their doors and sell their property. 

Never has there been a record in Iowa where Universalists vot

ed as a society to Join with another denomination. They have 

exemplified Patrick Henry* s words, "Give me liberty or give 

me death." Perhaps they were prejudiced against other groups 

and not as liberal as they might have been, or thought they 

were, sacrificing the strength they might have gained and 

given in cooperation with these other faiths in favor of their
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cherished freedom and independence.

Dr. Laura Bowman Graler who grew up in Boston, thinks 

that Universalism was more at home in the East than in Iowa 

because of certain psychological conditions. Adherents of this 

faith were as a rule independent in thougit, reserved in ex

pression of ideals and emotions and somewhat resentful of in

terference in what they regarded as deeply personal affairs.

The people of New England and New York were originally of this 

same nature - Wesley had little success in preaching there and 

Methodism is weak in New England to this day, though now strong 

in New York." Aimee McPherson was a sad failure when she tried 

to hold a revival in Boston. In the west, there were "many 

who had long been away from church life and from social conven

tions.- If caught by preaching it would be something novel 

and quite emotional with a background that11 was reminiscent 

of "the old time religion of their forefathers."

Universalism began in the west "as an emotional re

action from the extreme revival preaching of hell-fire and 

died out rapidly when that kind of preaching subsided. Should 

the Nazarene type of evangelism become wide-spread in Iowa, 

there will again be a reaction but it will come in orthodox 

churches where a modified Universalism is already finding a 

place.

"Without emotional appeal, without novelty and with

out definite rules, the Universalist Church seems to have

little that a hearty and somewhat materialistic people want 

in a religion.

®Dr. Laura Bowman Graler. Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, to Elva 
Tucker, Waterloo, Iowa, April 1, 1944.
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Out of all these factors which helped to bring 

about the decline in the number of parishes and members, 

which ones could have been eliminated? Many things were 

certainly beyond their control, such as the foreign immi

gration, the effect of social attrition on a minority group, 

the setting, the general decline in church membership, the 

lack of emotional appeal, removals of the population to 

larger centers and the liberalization of all denominations*

Some things they could not have changed, for in so doing 

they would have violated basio convictions, such as chang

ing from a democratic to an authoritarian organization, or 

the gradual liberalization of all denominations. Their 

greatest error lay in not emphasizing the positive inter

pretation of their religious philosophy and keeping it al

ways in the foreground of their teaching within and without 

the church. Their children should have been so imbued with 

the reality of their liberal religion that nothing could 

possibly replace it in their lives. Perhaps this education

al program on the part of the church and the home would have 

encouraged more young people to fill the ranks of the minis

try and the pews of their churches. It would have been quite 

possible to improve the organization and supervision in the 

state and to have done it from pioneer times so that more 

material gains could have been conserved and expansion pro

moted. Very early sites for mission work should have been 

planned on the basis of the possibility of an adequately 

large community and sufficiently near other churches to share 

in fellowship and the support of a circuit if necessary.
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Beyond a doubt the narrowness or prejudice of some "so- 

called* liberal Universailsts against other liberals was a 

defect that could have been remedied and which in many local

ities might have increased the flock in the liberal parish, 

without changing the Universalist faith and precepts*

Hence it would seem that their decline may be 

attributed to both avoidable and unavoidable factors. The 

greatest regret they may have is that they did not meet 

adequately the problem of education. However, the story is 

not all one of regret. It is also one of proud accomplish

ment in and contribution to the culture in the commonwealth 

of Iowa. Nothing is dead which lives on in the lives of 

succeeding generations making their lives saner, fuller, and 

happier than they might have been.

The contributions of the Unlversalists to the life 

in Iowa were varied and many were quite Intangible. They 

supplied some fine leadership and a loyal following for the 

social reforms of the century, such as women*s rights, temper

ance and world-peace which have been discussed earlier, where

in Mary A. Livermore, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Herbert L. 

Stoughton, Uncle Tom Mitchell, and Dr. Kate Harp el were lead

ers. They sponsored educational and cultural agencies which 

benefited the people of this commonwealth, such as the 

Mitchell Academy at Mitchellville, Lombard College at Gales

burg, Illinois, the libraries at Mt. Pleasant and Webster 

City, the public parks at Manchester and Webster City, the 

lectures, the book reviews and the extra activities of such 

notable ministers as Col. J. P. Sanford, Rev. B. F. Snook,
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the Rev. Edna P. Bruner, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, and Dr.

Laura Bowman G-aler; the social service rendered the needy 

of all religious faiths at home and abroad as exemplified 

by the work* of the Mount Pleasant ladies1 societies and the 

bequest of Dr. William Chamberlin which reached any community 

in Iowa where there was a Universalist or Unitarian church.

This was one of the areas where every Universalist felt he 

could demonstrate to others his belief in the common brother

hood of all men. They supplied a disproportionately large 

number of upright, intelligent, cultured and capable citizens 

and leaders in the local communities. Lastly, but of tre

mendous importance, they introduced elements of liberalism 

into the other Protestant denominations and led in building 

a sincere tolerance among the citizens of this state.

In pioneer Iowa none suffered or sacrificed more 

for their convictions than the Universalists and few were 

earlier in the field. They bravely met persecution from the 

orthodox Christians when it was most unpopular to advocate 

liberty in religious thought and form. It was a struggle 

wherein man1 s intelligence and reason warred against the 

dogmas of medieval creeds. They combined transcendant moral 

courage with the fervor of the crusader.

The early days saw much persecution and discrimina

tion against them, both as a denomination and as individuals. 

They were denied a meeting place, refused the right to own 

property, scorned as a heretical group. As the years passed 

much of the religious superstition and ignorance was dis

sipated by the forces of education, science and the liberal
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religious thought. However, as late as 1909 Dr. F. J. Drake 

reoeived a letter in response to his inquiry regarding a 

church property in Sheldon, Iowa, which reveals that not all 

of the inhabitants of the state were yet tolerant. I. N. 

McIntyre wrote

"No, I haven*t the deed to the lot and I don*t think 
it matters much who has it, for there are surely * sects* 
enough in this city without a dream of thought sort!
Why don*t you people get in under cover of the teach
ings of God* s word and not try to devise some easier 
way to get to Heaven, or perhaps to be * popular* here 
on earth, for I can* t find authority in the Plan of 
Salvation where you are promised ‘popularity* on the
other side-- -Take your bearings! You are away off
your course.**6

Dr* I. M. Atwood, General Secretary, read the above and wrote 

to Dr. Drake,. **I am returning his valuable letter, with its 

words of warning to you, that you may have it for ready re

ference. There would appear to be some need of the preach

ing of Universalism in Iowa yet.** Around 1880 the Universal- 

ist who wrote the account about the Clarinda church for the 

County history recorded that their church would still be 

prospering if it were **not that the abandonment of the old 

dogmas of faith by the majority of orthodox churches renders 

their mission almost a thing of the past.**17 L. H. Henry wrote 

in 1943 "Nothing much is left of any of the Protestant 

churches that is distinctive excepting the names. There are 

no doctrinal sermons any more and a stranger would not know 

where he was. Even a Presbyterian preacher would hardly dare

g ..1~ .....
I. N. McIntyre, Sheldon, Iowa, to F. J. Drake, Webster 

City, Iowa, Deo. 1, 1909.
7
History of Page County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1880, p. 564.
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to preaoh foreordination, infant damnation, etc* It is all 

in the Creed but it is not preached*

In the localities where there are Universalist 

ohurches they have been admitted into the religious fellow

ship of the city and the county* The ministers are members 

of the ministerial association, the churches cooperate in 

union services and other general Christian activities* Mrs.

Ella Burleson says.,

"Not only is there no longer open hostility toward our 
ohurch but its principles have so permeated the other 
churches that some of the ministers and many of the 
members of their Congregations are as liberal as we 
are....No doubt that is one reason our church has not 
increased greatly in numbers....Because the people 
have not had to go seeking for the larger faith. ...It 
has come to them within their own organization. Truly 
may it be said of those who blazed the way 1 their works 
do follow them. *1,9

Mr. H. Hoy Mosnat of Belle Plalne wrote "It seems to me that 

the Universalist churches like the Unitarian, were more of 

a leaven that broadened other churches rather than gaining 

any large membership or following of their own. "*0

The editor of the Manchester Press in 1943 wrote 

of the Universalist church and the Rev. Henry Gillespie.

About seventy years ago

"the Universalist church in Manchester was a flourish
ing institution. Among its members it numbered several 
of the most prominent and well-to-do families in the 
village. Socially it held the place later pre-empted 
by the Congregational society. Nevertheless the Uni- 
versalists....were looked upon by the other denomina-

^i. H. Henry, Charles City, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, May 15, 1943.

9Ella Burleson-Manuscript written in 1924.

^H. Roy Mosnat, Belle Plaine, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, May 6, 1943^(He was not a Universalist).
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tions In town as a godless sect* That was because 
they didn*t believe in hell or eternal punishment in 
a lake of brimstone and fire....

“It was considered scandalous by the Methodists, Bap
tists and even by the early Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationallsts, that a religious organization should 
deny the existence of a literal hell, in the face of 
plain scriptural injunction, precept and example* The 
preaching of hell fire was an especial prerogative of 
the Methodists, with the Baptists not far behind in 
thundering denunciations upon the sinner and assuring 
him of an everlasting plunge into the seething satanio 
flames. The Universalists, however, stuck to their 
guns and consumed carloads of paper and mountains of 
sermons in defense of their belief* Gradually the 
rival denominations began to lose ground. Bishops and 
laymen, conferences and preaohers, church publications 
and publicists began to edge away from the hell fire 
theme, until today it has no supporters save among 
isolated and struggling sects operating under a wide 
variety of names. We are referring, of course, to 
the Protestant denominations, as the Catholic church 
has remained steadfast to its own views of the here
after.

“Thus Henry has found the theological training he re
ceived more than half a century ago upheld by modern 
religious practice and belief among the Protestant 
churches* The sinner is no longer exhorted to be gp od 
or go to hell. In fact, the use of the word •hell1 is 
considered not only profane but injudicious, and it 
has disappeared from the vocabulary of the pulpiteer. 
Protestantism has embraced Universalism and what was 
once rejected has, become the cornerstone of the struc
ture. Henry*s church is no longer in our midst, but 
dying it finds Itself triumphant in a sectarian con
troversy which raged for a generation. **H

Ideas cherished by the Universalists other than 

their belief that a just and loving God would not condemn 

any of his children to an endless hell, have been accepted 

by other denominations, such as the principle that the Bible 

contains a revelation of truth that was God-given but dis

covered by man and revealed by him; that Jesus was a human 

being, but divine in his understanding of man and God, and
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his life and teachings were an inspiration and a guide *ln 

social living; that all men would be punished for all their 

wrong doing, either here or hereafter, and that the penalty 

would be proportionate to their errors; that truth was author

itative and continuously being discovered; that men of good 

will and sacrificial spirit would overcome evil and progress

ively establish the Kingdom of God; that each human person

ality was supremely important to God and to his fellow man.

Although many of these ideas were first cherished 

by this denomination, and have gradually permeated the re

ligious thinking of other Christians, the orthodox creeds have 

not changed materially but the liberty clause of the Unlver- 

salist avowal of faith marks it as a truly free and liberal 

church, with positive ideals, definite convictions and deep 

sincerity in which the Inward faith and not the repetition 

of a formal creed is the reality.

Frank Throop wrote in 1938,

*1 grew up In that church [Unlversalist ] , acquiring a 
love and veneration for a liberal Christianity, with 
the result that the spirit of tolerance and liberalism 
has been one of my chief characteristics....Denomina
tions may not change their creeds, but the people of 
this country no matter at what church they worship 
have all adopted many of the principles of liberalism 
as exemplified in the Unlversalist church.

How large a part this denomination has played in 

liberalizing the thinking of the Protestant branch of Christ

ianity it is impossible to measure, because other factors 

such as science, and education in the march of progress con-

18Frank Throop, Publisher of The Lincoln Star. Lincoln, 
Nebr., to Miss Grace Roberts, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Nov. 19,
1938.
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tributed toward reason and liberality In religious matters. 

However, the Universalists were the religious liberals who 

formed the vanguard for freedom, tolerance and reason among 

the Christians of Iowa. For each advance in civilization 

there have been those who caught the gleam, who suffered and 

sacrificed to share it with others. When it has become wide

ly accepted the pioneers may be forgotten. Many people who 

never knew Universal!sts nor entered one of their churches 

have enjoyed or are enjoying the religious principles for 

which Universalists stood in the past and which guide them 

in the present. Their contribution to tolerance, freedom 

and reason in religion will endure in the lives of succeed

ing generations, making them saner and happier, more complete 

and satisfying, than they might otherwise have been. The 

churoh is not expanding as a separate movement in Iowa but 

it has permeated the religious thinking of practically all 

the people.

Professor G-oldwin Smith, a noted scholar of England, 

the United States and Canada is reported to have declared that 

"The only important contribution to Christian life credited 

to America is the Universalist church. If it should disappear 

its influence would remain forever on the religious conscious

ness of humanity. Heligous liberals outside that church 

probably would complain that the eminent historian had con- ' 

fined his judgment in too narrow a channel since the struggle 

to join reason to faith has not lacked champions in other

■̂̂ Rev. W. E. Leavitt, Conover, Ohio, to Mrs. Sylva Wait, 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, June 5, 1924.

440



www.manaraa.com

sects. Nevertheless, a point Is made. And many Iowans 

will rejoice that the contribution of their pioneer fore

bearers to an end so worthy was both extensive and credit

able.
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12. Jones, Effie McCollum, D.D., Brief History of the First
Universalist Church of Otranto. Iowa#

13. Jones, Effie McCollum, D.D., Brief History of St. Pauls
Universalist Church. Webster City. Iowa^
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14. Jones, Effie McCollum, D.D., First Universal1st Church
of Dubuque, Iowa#

15. Jones, Effie McCollum, D.D., Sketch of the Universal1st
Church. Grlnnell. Iowa.#

16. Jones, Effie McCollum, D.D., and Housden, Nellie, Short
History of the Unlversallst Church and Society of 
Waterloo. Iowa.#

17. Roberts, Grace, History of the Unlversallst Library.
of the First Unlversallst Church, Mt. Pleasant,
Iowa. (In the hands of Dr. Laura Bowman Galer,
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.)

18. Throop, James A., History of the Unlversallst Church
at Mt. Pleasant. Iowa~~Xl898) (In the hands of Dr. 
Laura Bowman Galer, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.)

19. Townsend, Mack L. , History of Liberal Religion In Iowa
to 1890. Master1s Thesis in the University of 
Iowa Library.

#In the hands of the State Historian of the Iowa Univer- 
salist Convention, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City,
Iowa.
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Local Church Records

1. The First Unlversallst Church, Boone. Iowa. Sunday
School. Secretary1 s Record! (Mrs, E. N. Mann, Boone, 
Iowa, has this record.j

2. The First Unlversallst Church, Iowa City. Iowa. Secretary1s
Record, (iowa Historical Library, Iowa City, Iowa)

3. The First Unlversallst Society. Manchester. Iowa. Sec
retary1 s Record. Vol. 1, and the Ladles Aid Soc
iety. Secretary1 s Record.#

4. The First Unlversallst Church. Mltchellville. Polk County.
Iowa. Secretary1 s Record. Vols. 1, 2, 3, & 4;
Young Peoples Christian Union. Secretary1s Record* 
Unlversallst Sunday School Secretary1s Records.
(Miss G-enevria Mason, Mltchellville, Iowa has these 
records.)

5. The First Unlversallst Church. Mt. Pleasant. Iowa. Sec
retary1 s Record. Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; Centenn- 
ary Social Club. Secretary1s Record: Murray Club. 
Secretary* s Record: Young Peoples Christian Union. 
Secretary1s Record: Industrial Society and later 
Association of Unlversallst Women. Secretary1 s 
Record; Sunday School. Secretary1s Record. (Dr.
Laura Bowman G-aler, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa has these 
records)

6. The First Unlversallst Church. Osage. Iowa. Secretary* s
Record. Vol. 1 and The First Unlversallst Society. 
Osage. Iowa. Secretary* s Record. Vols. 1 and 2.
(Rev. Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock, Osage, Iowa 
has these records.)

7. The First Unlversallst Church. Strawberry Point. Iowa.
Secretary* s Record (1858-1887)#

8. The Unlversallst Church and Society. Waterloo. Iowa. Sec
retary* s Record. Vols. 1 and 2; Pastor* s Record.
Vol. 2. (Mrs. Charles Kammerdeiner, Waterloo has 
these books)

^In the hands of the State Historian of the Iowa Univer- 
salist Convention, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City,
Iowa.
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State Convention Records

1. Iowa Universal 1st Convention. Secretary1s Record. Vols.
3, 4, and 5. (Mrs. Elizabeth Kenny, Waterloo,
Iowa has these books or Dr. C. N. Shane has them 
in his safe in Black1s Building, Waterloo, Iowa)

2. Iowa Universal1st Convention. President1s Notebook
(compiled by Dr. F. J. Drake.) 4

Correspondence

1. Ainsworth, J. W., West Union, Iowa to H. L. Stoughton,
Osage, Iowa, 1916.

2. Bishop, Rev. Joy, Bedford, Iowa, to Peter Blake, Straw
berry Point, Iowa, March ,1870.

3. Clarke, Fred, Fairfield, Iowa, to Miss Grace Roberts,
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, November 28, 1938.

4. Coburn, John S. , to S. J. Oldfield, Mitchellville, Iowa,
January 16, 1909.

5. Cooper, Albert T., Atty., Cedar Rapids, Iowa to Herbert
L. Stoughton, Osage, Iowa, October 2, 1916.

6. Cropper, H. B., St. Petersburg, Florida to Mrs. C. N.
Shane, Waterloo, Iowa, October 15, 1939.

7. Dorow, Florence, Osage, Iowa to Mrs. Arad Hitchcock (Rev.
Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock) Osage, Iowa, May 24, 
1936.

8. Drake, Dr. F. J., report to the Executive Board of the
Iowa Universalist Convention, January 26, 1911; 
November 25, 1911; March 6, 1912.

9. Fugard, J. H., Newton, Iowa, to Dr. Effie McCollum Jones,
Webster City, Iowa, 1930.

10. G-riswold, W. H., Charles City, Iowa to S. J. Oldfield,
Mitchellville, Iowa, March 23, 1907. 11

11. Harpel, L. V., Boone, Iowa to Dr. F. J. Drake, Webster
City, Iowa, May 9, 1917.

------3--------------------------------------------------------------- —
In the hands of the State Historian of the Iowa Univer

salist Convention, Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City,
Iowa.

445



www.manaraa.com

12. The Henney Family to the Mitchellville Universalist
Sunday School.

13. Leavitt, Rev. W. E., Conover, Ohio to Mrs. Sylvia Wait,
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, June 5, 1924.

14. McAchran, Mrs. Flora D., Bloomfield, Iowa to Dr. Effie
McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, July 9, 1930.

15. McIntyre, I. N., Sheldon, Iowa to Dr. F. J. Drake,
Webster City, Iowa, December 1, 1909.

16. Montgomery, Jessie Griffith, Chicago, Illinois, to some
one in the Mt. Pleasant Universalist Church, Nov
ember 21, 1938.

17. Palmer, Leroy, Washington, D. C., to Mrs. Sylvia Wait,
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, June 19, 1924.

18. Palmer, Leroy, Washington, D. C., to Miss Josephine
Leedham, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa at the time of an 
anniversary celebration (undated)

19. Platt, Judge.F. C., Waterloo, Iowa, report to the Exe
cutive Board of the Iowa Universalist Convention, 
August 20, 1901.

20. Platt, Franklin J., Waterloo, Iowa to S. J. Oldfieldj
Mitchellville, Iowa, October 12, 1909.

21. Stoughton, Mrs. Elizabeth, Osage, Iowa to Dr. Effie
McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, January 23,
1936.

22. Stoughton, Herbert L., Osage, Iowa to Dr. Effie McCollum
Jones, Webster City, Iowa, August 17, 1908.

23. Stoughton, Herbert L., Osage, Iowa to S. J. Oldfield,
Mitchellville, Iowa, April 9, 1913.

24. Stoughton, Herbert L., Osage, Iowa to C. N. Jenkins,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, July 18, 1918, and July 26,
1918.

25. Smith, Rev. W. P., Osage, Iowa to the Secretary of the
State, Des Moines, Iowa, June 25, 1870.

26. Throop, Frank, (Publisher of the Lincoln Star) Lincoln,
Nebraska, to Miss GraceRsberts, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 
November 19, 1938.

27. Tillinghast, Rev. A. R., Tri-State Superintendent, re
ported to the Executive Board of the Iowa Univer
salist Convention, September 29, 1909.
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28. Van Vechten, C. D., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to Herbert L.
Stoughton, Osage, Iowa, May 1, 1917.

29. Wait, Emma, to Mrs. Fred Wait in 1923.

30. Whitesmith, Rev. Ernest, Mitehellville, Iowa to Dr.
Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa, October 
1, 1938.

Personal Correspondence

1. Allen, Mrs. Ward M. (Fanny), Ossian, Iowa, May 16, 1943.

2. Barker, Olive, Clinton, Iowa, July,1943.

3. Burton, Helen L., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, April 16, 1943.

4. Colegrove, Rev.,,0. G., Stockton, Illinois, February
16, 1944.

5. Flenniken, Mrs. Mary, Strawberry Point, Iowa, May 4,
1943.

6. Foster, Frank, Iowa Falls, Iowa, April 8, 1943.

7. Galer, Laura Bowman, D.D., Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, January
14, 1944.

8. Gillespie, Rev. Henry L. F., Manchester, Iowa, Sunday
25, 1943, and another undated one in 1943.

9. Henry, L. H., Charles City, Iowa, May 15, 1943.

10. Kenney, Mrs. Elizabeth, McAllen, Texas, February 12,
1944.

11. Milner, Mrs. 0. A., Red Oak, Iowa, 1943.

12. Morse, Mrs. N. C. Dr., Eldora, Iowa, May 12, 1943.

13. Mosnat, H. Roy, Belle Plaine, Iowa, May 6, 1943.

14. Traer, J. F., Vinton, Iowa, February 8, 1944.

15. Ripley, Mrs. H. R., Tipton, Iowa, 1943.

16. Tyler, Grant, Eldora, Iowa, A pril 12, 1943.
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4 46

Interviews

1. Beall, Walter, West Union, Iowa, July , 1943.

2. Gamp, Frank, West Union, Iowa, July?1943.

3. Curtis, Hilly, Waverly, Iowa, 1943. (Assisted his 
grandfather H. H. Couse, the carpenter who erected the 
Universal!st Church)

4. G-aler, Laura Bowman, D.D., Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, August, 
1943.

5. Harpel, Kate, M.D. , Boone, Iowa, July, 1943.

6. Hering, Louise, Charles City, Iowa, 1943.

7. Hitchcock, Rev. Jennie Bartholomew, Osage, Iowa, July 
1943.

8. Kenny, Mrs. Elizabeth, Waterloo, Iowa, 1943.

9. Mann, Mr. ahd Mrs. E. N., Boone, Iowa, July, 1943.

10. Mason, Mrs. Charlotte, Mitchellville, Iowa, 1943.

11. Neudeck, Mrs. Gertrude, Webster City, Iowa, 1943.

12. Pierce, Mrs. F. D., Cedar Falls, Iowa, 1943.

13. Rasmussen, Mrs. Opal, Cedar Falls, Iowa, 1943.

14. Tucker, H. B., Long Beach, California.

15. Willits, Mrs. Edith, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Julyv1943.
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Program of the Dedication of the First Universalist Church, 
Boone, Iowa

Year Books

1. Universalist Companion. Boston, Universalist Publishing
Co. 1843-1859.

2. Universalist Companion and Almanac. Boston, Universalist
Publishing Co., 1853, 1863.

3. Universalist Companion and Universalist Register. Boston,
Universalist Publishing Co., 1863-1870.

4. Universalist Register and Almanac, Boston, Universalist
Publishing Co., 1873, 1874, 1879, 1880, 1884, 1885, 
1889, 1890, 1891, 1893, 1895, 1896, 1900, 1904,
1910, 1911, 1918, 1913, 1988, 1933, 1940, 1923.
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SECONDARY WORKS 

Books

1. Briggs, John Ely, Iowa Old and New. New York, University
Publishing Co., 1939.

2. Carpenter, George T.; Hughes, John; Waring, E. H. , Debate
on the Destiny of the Wicked. St. Louis, Christian 
Publishing Co., 1888.

3. Eddy, Richard, D.D., "History of Universallsm," American
Church History. V. 10, New York, Charles Scribner 
and Son. 1890.

4. Federated Women’s Clubs of the County, A Pioneer History
of Davis County. Bloomfield, The Bloomfield Demo
crat, 1927.

5. Harlan, Edgar Rubey, A Narrative History of the People
of Iowa. Chicago, and New York, The American Histor
ical Society, Inc. , 1931, V. 2.

6. Manford, Erasmus, Twenty-five Years in the West. Chicago,
Erasmus Manford Pub. Co., 1867.

7. Shambaugh, Benjamin F., Iowa City a Contribution to the
Early History of Iowa. Iowa City, State Historical 
Society, 1893.

8. Venable, William Henry, The Beginnings of Literary Cul
ture in the Ohio Valley. Cincinnati, Clarke Pub.
Co., 1891.

Pamphlets

1. Aldrich, Charles, Kendall Young and the Kendall Young
Library.

2. Ballou, Rev..J. H., Thanksgiving Service. 1873.

3. Cole, Rev. W. R., Lombard Day.

4. Earle, Rev. Gertrude A., The Beginnings of the Universallst
Church. Rev., Boston, Universallst Publishing 
House, 1940.

5. Perkins, Frederick William, Beliefs Commonly Held Among
Us. Boston, Universallst Publishing House, 1940.
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County Histories

1. History of Benton County. Iowa. Chicago, Western Histor
ical Co., 1878.

2. Portrait and Bio graphic al Album of Benton County. Iowa.
Chicago, Chapman Bros., 1887.

3. History of Black Hawk County. Iowa. Chicago, S. J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1915, Vol. 1.

4. Melendy, Peter, Historical Record of Cedar Falls. Cedar
Falls, Peter Melendy, 1893.

5. Goldthwait, N. E., History of 3oone County. Iowa. Chicago,
Pioneer Publishing Co., 1914, Vol. 2.

6. History of Cedar County. Iowa. Chicago, Western Histor
ical Co., 1878.

7. History of Clayton County. Iowa. Chicago, Interstate
Publishing Co., 1882.

9. History of Clinton County. Iowa. Chicago, Western His
torical Society, 1879.

9. History of Dallas County. Iowa. Des Moines, Union His
torical Co., 1879.

10. Federated Women*s Clubs of the County, A Pioneer History
of Davis County. Bloomfield, The Bloomfield Demo
crat, 1927.

11. History of Davis County. Iowa. Des Moines, State Histor
ical Co., 1882.

12. History of Delaware County. Iowa. Chicago, Western His
torical Co., 1878.

13. History of Delaware County. Iowa. Chicago, The S. J.
Clarke Publishing Co. , 1914, Vol. 2.

14. History of Dubuque Countyf Iowa. Chicago, Western Histor
ical Co., 1880.

15. Oldt, Franklin T., History of Dubuque County. Iowa.
Chicago, Goodspeed Historical Association, 1911.

16. History of Hardin County. Iowa. Springfield, Union Publish
ing Co., 1883.

17. History of Henry County. Iowa. Chicago, Western Historical
Co., 1879.
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18. History of Jasper County. Iowa. Chicago, Western Histor
ical Co., 1878.

19. History of Jasper County. Iowa. (James B. Weaver, Editor-
in-chief ) Indianapolis, B. F. Bowen and Co., 1912.

20. History of Johnson County. Iowa. Iowa City (no publisher
or author given) 1883.

21. History of Kossuth County. Iowa. Chicago, The S. J.
Clarke Publishing Co., 1913.

22. History of Mahaska County. Iowa. Des Moines, Union Pub
lishing Co., 1878.

23. History of Marion County. Iowa. Chicago, The S. J.
Clarke Publishing Co., 1915.

24. Mattin, Judge William, and Moscrip, F. A. , Past and
Present of Marshall County. Iowa. Indianapolis,
B. F. Bowen and Co., 1912, Vol. 1.

25. Sanford, Mrs. Nettie, History of Marshall County. Clinton,
Leslie McAllaster and Co., 1867.

26. Biographical History of Page County. Iowa. Chicago, Lewis
and Dunbar, 1890.

27. History of Pag;e County. Iowa. Des Moines, Iowa Historical
Co., 1880*

28. History of Polk County. Iowa. Des Moines, Baker-Trisler
Co., 1908.

29. Parker, L. F. , History of Poweshlek County. Iowa. Chi
cago, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1911.

30. History of Story County. Iowa. Chicago, The S. J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1911, Vol. 2.

31. His tor/ of Taylor County. Iowa. Des Moines, The State
Historical Co., 1881.

32. History of Van Buren County. Iowa. Chicago, Western
Historical Co., 1878.
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Articles

1. Cole, Alfred S., "Historical Background of the Universal-
ist Movement", The Christian Leader. September 25, 
1937, pages1222-1224, 1256-1259, 1290-1332, 1354- 
1357.

2. Clarke, George W.. "Bygone Days in Drakeville," Annals
of Iowa. (3), V. 14, 1923-1925, pp. 343-345.

3. Garretson, 0. A., "Pilot Grove", The Palimpsest. V. 3,
1922, p. 396.

4. Harlan, Edgar R., "Notable Deaths," Annals of Iowa. (3)
V. 12, 1915-1921, p. 383; V. 14, 1923-1925, p. 159;
V. 15, 1925-1927, p. 555.

5. Herriot, Frank I., "T/hence Came the Pioneers," Annals of
Iow'a. (3) V. 7, April 1906, pp. 357-378; July 1906, 
pp. 446-465.

6. Irish, Capt. ,F. M., "History of Johnson County," Annals
of Iowa, V. 4. , October 1868.

7. Jordan, Phillip D., "The Salter-Shackford Correspond
ence," Annals of Iowa.(3) V. 18, 1931-1933, pp. 
412-419.

8. Jordan, Phillip D., "William Salter’s - My Ministry in
Iowa," Annals of Iowa. (3)V. 24, January 1943, 
pp. 1-179.

9. Macbride, Thomas H., "The College of the Pioneers," The
Palimpsest. V. 16, 1935, pp. 177-178.

10. Ogburn, Carl. "Pioneer Religious Revival," Annals of
Iowa, (3), V. 15, 1925-1927, pp. 488-504.

11. Peterson, William J., "Religion and Morality," Palimpsest.
V. 19, 1938, pp. 218-221.

12. Preston, Ruth Irish, "The Universalist Church of Iowa
City," Old and New. Des Moines, Iowa, V. 17, Jaauary 
1908, pp. 3-7.

13. Taylor, Hawkins, "Squatters and Speculators at the First
Land Sale," Annals of Iowa. V. 9, 1871, p. 271.

14. Thornton, Harrison, John, "The National Scene," The Pal
impsest. V. 14, 1933, pp. 50-51.

15. Whitcomb, Mary R., "Abner Kneeland." Annals of Iowa. V.6
1903-1904, pp. 209-211.
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Newspapers

1. The Argo (West Union)
September 21, 1881 
September 26, 1883 
May 21, December 17, 1884 
March 23, June 1, August 10, December 

14, 1887
December 19, 1888
June 30, July 10, October 2, 1889
October 17, November 8, 1893
May 16, June 6, 1894 - November 16, 1898
March 7, 1900 - May 13, 1908
October 3, 1900
July 22, 1908 - July 7, 1909
January 26, 1910

2. Boone County Democrat
March 30, 1881

3. Boone Standard
October 14, 1882
November 15, 1884
June 6, May 23, May 30, 1885
April 10, 1886 - April 1, 1893
August 29, 1891
July 29, 1893
March 25, May 6, September 23, 1899

4. Cedar Rapids Standard,
November 29, 1888
November 28, December 19, 1878

5. Clarinda Herald
June 28, 1893 - October 20, 1893 
January 5, 9, 19, 1894 
March 15 and 26, October 15, 1895 
March 4, 1897
June 28, 1898 - January 4, 1901

6. Davis County Republican (Bloomfield)
1873 - 1888 
June 21, 1888 
December 17, 1874 
December 23, 1875

7. Des Moines Register, a clipping from one of the 1894 issues.

8. Dubuque Daily Herald
November 19, 1872 
January 3, 1873
May 26, 27, September 21, 1883 
June 29, 1892 
January 15, 1893-1900
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9. Eldora Herald,
October 10, December 16, 1873 
February 24, March 10, May 27, September 

2-9, December 2, 1874 
October 20, November 10, 1875 
May 8, 1876
June 28 - November 8, 1876 
March 7, 17, May 9, 1877 
January 30, October 23, 1878 
June 2, 1880 - September 6, 1888 
March 8, 15, April 19, 1889 
August 16, 1889 - November 1893 
January 18, 1894 
January 3 - February 21, 1895 
March 18, 1898 - August 19, 1899 
December 9, 1899

10. Iowa Falls Sentinel,
February 2, March 9, April 6, August 

23, June 29, August 17, Seotember 
21, 1892 

August 23, 1893 
January 24, February 7, 1894 
September 25, 1895 
September 23, 1896 
January 20, April 24, 1897 
August 24, 1898
February 21, 1900 - December 31, 1901 
February 21, 1905

11. Iowa Odd Fellow (Maxwell),
November 1, 1903

12. Iowa Press (Iowa City)
January 13, 1873 
September 28, 1933

13. Iowa Times Republican (Marshalltown)
July 19, 27, September 14, 1893 
March 6 - June 30, 1896 
January 22, 1909

14. Manchester Press,
April 8, 1943

15. Hanford’s Monthly Magazine (Chicago and St. Louis)
September, 1871 
October, 1866 
August ,1866

16. Marshall County Advance, (Marshalltown)
May 14, 21, June 11, August 20, Nov

ember 5, 1867 
February 4, June 2, 1868
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17. Marshalltown Weekly Times Republican,
December 2, 1886

18. Marshalltown Republican,
July 26, 1877

19. Marshalltown Times Republican,
October 25, 1883 
March 27, 1884 
May 22, 1888
February 20, April 10, 1890

20. Marshalltown Weekly Republican,
October 29, 1879 - February 4, 1880 
February 11, 18, 25, March 17, 1880 
Auguet 6, 1885

21. Mitchell County Press (Osage),
December 30, 1897
June 29, October 5, December 7, 1899

22. Mitchellville Index,
September 15, October 6, October 13,

1926.

23. The New Covenant (Chicago),
March 4, February 28, 1871

24. Star in the West (Cincinnati),
April 17, May 15, June 5, 19, July 10, 

August 28, October 23, November 13,
20, December 11, 18, 1841 

March 5, 1842

25. Storm Lake Pilot,
May 24, 1870
April 28, November 24, December 22, 1875 
February 2, 16, June 28 - July 12, Dec

ember 27, May 17, 1876 
April 30, June 18, August 16, October 

30, December 10, 1879 
January 14, March 31, November 3, 1880 
June 22, August 31, 1882 
February 23, March 1, 1883 
May 3, 1883 - May 21, 1885 
December 26, 1886 - March 2, 1900

26. Universalist Leader (Boston)
February 20, 1909 
March 11, 1922

27. Waterloo Courier,
January 31, April 11, May 23, 1866 
May 20, November 7, 1867 
October 7, 1869
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28. Waverly Democrat,
March 19, 1880

29. Waverly Republican,
May 10, June 23, November 10, December 

15, 22, 29, 1870
February 23 - Aoril 27, June 8, 1871 
May 9, 1872 
October 2, 1873 
June 8, 1876
September 21 - October 26, 1876 
February 8-22, May 10, 1877 
August 1, 1878 
April 3, 1879

30. Webster City Daily News,
June 16, 1924

31. Webster City Freeman,
October 26, 1898

32. Webster City Observer,
June 25, 1942

Clippings

1. From a Boone newspaper dated September 2, 1934.

2. From an Osage newspaper in December, 1922.
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Iowa City, Nov. 17, 1841

H T
Bro. Gu^Ley; - We have some good news, and hope to have 
more. There is now a good prospect of having our 
difficulties amicably settled in regard to our church 
lot, and leave us in peaceable possession of the lot.
Not, however, until the Presbyterians have had a trial 
at our court, and have got defeated. They gave notice
that they would appeal it to the Supreme Court. --  This
I think they will not do; and it is now in a train of 
adjudication which I hope will be effective. If so, I 
will let you know, and I hope you will rejoice with us.
It is the most beautiful lot in this growing city, I am 
satisfied that, could it now be sold, it would bring at 
least $1,500. It is on a corner, only one block from 
the state house square, and contains about a half acre 
of ground, sufficient for oar church, a school house 
and a parsonage. For this lot we have indeed had to 
contend strenously, but I think our warfare is about 
over, unless they get into another fit of holy indig
nation at our heresy. This, then, will give us a deed 
in fee simple, provided we, before the thirty-first of 
July, 1843, build, which we shall attempt again next 
summer. Br. Foster says, flTell Br. G-urley that he must 
procure for us shingles to cover it, and nails to put 
them on with; and he can do it if he has a mind to." It 
will take 16,000. How important it is for this work, 
and we must have assistance from abroad. I have spent 
nearly two years in this work without hardly a dollar, 
certainly not ten, for my services or for the support of 
my family, and cannot I ask our friends from abroad to 
do a little to assist us?

"I have struggled hard-darkness has reigned around 
us -- but, thank God, the light begins to dawn; our 
society is respectable in both numbers and moral worth.
Since our formation our mnumber has increased by six, 
and more coming. Mark my word; on the first day of the 
year 1842, we will number thirty members; yes, thirty.
We shall apply for an act of incorporation at the next 
session of the Legislature, which will commence in two 
weeks.

"Bro. Foster’s family is a fine accession to our 
cause. Also Br. Baker's from Bloomington, 111., ... 
you know him. Our prospects are indeed good....

"I am in haste... you will receive my own and Mrs. 
G-ardner's best wishes for you and yours,

*'ln Gospel faith, affectionately thine,

A. R. Gardner."
The Star in the West(Cincinnati)Dec. 11, 1841
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CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE IOWA UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES

Bentonsport

Henry Clay Clinton William Quaintance
H. F. Greef

Bloomfield

Mr. and Mrs. Asa Willson Molly Findley
Mr. and Mrs. Israel Kister Henry Nutton
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shaffer Belle Nutton*
Mr. and Mrs. William McAchran Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Davids
J. D. Hamilton Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Clayton
(George W. Fletcher Col. and Mrs. 3. A. Moore*
H. G. W. Spencer Mr. and Mrs. Henry Milton
Mr. and Mrs. John Wilkinson

Boone

L. J. Orr H. H. Sprague
A. B. Holcomb Mr. and Mrs. A. Nellis
Mr. and Mrs. George Wilmot Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Farr
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Head J. R. Crary
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Minier J. M. Smith >'
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Kennedy E. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Fogg E. Schoonover
J. P. Tillson H. Goddard
C. Schoonover Mr. and Mrs. William Harman**

Castalia

Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Peckham

Some of the following families may have been charter members 
also •

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Harvey Mr. and Mrs. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Anderson Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Mr. and Mrs. Knight Mr. and Mrs. Cornell
Mr. and Mrs. Vance

♦History of Davis County. Iowa. Des Moines, 1882, p. 575*

* 6 0

**N. E. Goldthwait, History of Boone County. Iowa. Chicago
1914, p. 466.
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Cedar Rapids

Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Rollins H. E. Upton
A. 3. Everett H. J. Smith
L. E. Jenkins George H. Nicholas
A. G-. Plumb Mrs. J. Bates^
Mr. and Mrs. Ai A. Jacobs Mrs. M. L. Par^urst
Mrs. Louisa M. Plumb James Bates
F. J. Upton Lottie A. Brubacker
Amqsa Mann G. W. Waldron
C. W. Burton 0. L. Bolling
E. Bliss Mrs. George Nicholas*
L. W. Nicholas

Cedar Falls

Some of the following may have been charter members*

S. A. Bishop Ida Overman
H. B. Gilkey Dr. and Mrs. Pierce
Herbert. Godfreŷ ''* Mrs. Butterworth
George Leland V. W. Foote
Mrs. Akin Mr. and Mrs. John Jeffers
Mrs. Lillian Bowman Harry Piercer-

Henry Leland

Charles City

Mr. and Mrs. John Owen

Other members, some whom may have been charter members.

Emma Sylvester Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Billings'
E. J. Fisher Mrs. W . C. Hering
Dr. Bishop Mrs. L. H. Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Henry Mrs. Goddard
Mr. and Mrs. Daly Mrs. Reka Cole
Clara Daly “f,3- Sam Sloan
Agnes Daly Mr. ^rs* woodhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Sterns Jf1*’ Hildreth
Mr. and Mrs. Black Slaughter
Mrs. Barney ivirs- Lindeman
Mrs McCaller Mrs. Behrens and daughters
Mr.‘and Mrs. Griswold Mathilda, Eda and Clara
Mrs. Lew Landers* • ' * * *

*W. A. W. Argow, An Historical Sketch of the Peopled 
Church, pamphlet.

**Iowa Universallst Convention. President1s Notebook.
***Conversation with Louise Hering, Charles City.
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Clarinda

Job Loy Albert Heald
A. Loy Jacob Loy
Sally Pfander Henry Loy
Charles Pfander William Loy
Sarah Pfander Rachel Loy
Catherine Loy, Sr. Catherine Loy, Jr.*

f

*History of Papge County, Iowa, Des Moines, i860, p. 564.
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Dubuque

Dr. Timothy Mason 0. H. Wright
C. H. McArthur Mrs. E. 3. Wright
L. D. Randall Marcia Longhurst
W. S. Couch Orason Chamberlain
D. K. Cornwell Mrs. Lucinda Chamberlain
J. S. Dennis Annie 3. Lewis
W. Longhurst S. M. Russell
A. A. Edgerton D. S. Cummings
Mrs. S. P. Edgerton ' L. A. Cummings
C. J. Cummings Mr. and Mrs. 3. L. Mathews
Mrs. F. S. Cummings Jeanette Brown
John C. Howell M. A. Brown % *
Jerry Mahaney

First Universalist Church of Dubuque, Iowa, an historical 
sketch in the hands of Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster 
City, Iowa.

*The liberal society known as "The Society for Christian 
Progress” organized two weeks before the Universalist was a 
composite group, primarily Unitarian and Universalist - the 
charter membership was composed of:

William S. Couch W. J. Wrilliams
Timothy Mason E. T. Plympton
Arthur McArthur J • Russ
B. S. Downer » A. J . Pease
J. S. Hooper Longhurst
t Rn^k J. E. Robinson
t S r * B. Coffin
L. D. Randall p. D- Hosford
F. L. Mathews J . B . Lane
0. Chamberlain -vy. A n en
C. J. Richards T# P# Mellen
Charles McArthur yj# Minot
C. J. Cummings A. A. Edgarton
D. S. Cummings E. Harwood
J. L. Stevens, Jr. J. H. Morse
L. K. Bowdish J. C. Howell**
3eorge A. Blanchard"
Seorge A. Clark

**Dubuque Daily Herald. May 26 , 1883•
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Eldora

A. Wiley McDonald ' Jonathan Edgington
Dr. King Mrs. Dr. N. C. Morse

The following were known to be members, but whether they 
were charter members is uncertain.

Thomas Lytle Mrs. Eva French
Mrs. I. N. Hunter Mrs. John Snyder
Mrs. Aliena D. Ward Mrs. T. G. Gopp
Mrs. W. J. Brooks Deroy Ellsworth
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Schofield J. D. Thompson*

Greeley

G. S. Taylor Lemuel Parker
L. H. (J.) Keyes Joseph Vaughn
J. S. Drybread J. M. Jenkins
W. D. Jenkins J. Baker
T. J. Armstrong

Other members - (some of them might have been charter 
members.)

G. W. Parker Mrs. Matt Jenkins
Mrs. Laura Vaughn Jerome Baker
Miss Kittie Ellis Miss Ruth Jenkins
Miss Ella Ellis Fred Hilsenbeck
Mrs. R. J. Jones Mrs. Maud Baker
Mrs. Lucy Armstrong N. Glasscock
Mrs. Duane Jenkins Mrs. L. Parker**

*Brief History of the First Universalist Society of 
Eldora. Iowa (ms.) deposited with the historian, Dr. Effie 
McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa.

**Brlef History of the Universalist Church. Greeley.
Iowa  ̂ (ms.) in hands of Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster 
City, Iowa.
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Iowa Falls

Mrs. Sarah M. Estes

Many of the following may have been charter members.

J. H. Funic E. F. Newell
W. L. Hay G. L. Whinery
Dr. J. W. Angell Charles Packard
Mrs. J. H. Foster 0. P. Lane
Dr. J. H. Foster Walter Carpenter
Frank Foster George M. Tower
Fayette Holmes Allan Ivans
R. A. Feist L. P. Jones
George Wilson Levi Allinson
J. M. Rinehart Charles Foote*

Iowa'City

A. R. Gardner Amanda Foster
Edward Foster Elizabeth M. Foster
Benjamin Weiser Elizabeth Weiser
Warren Stiles Harriet M. G-ardner
Jeremiah Greenman Mary Baker
Nathaniel McClure Adaline Greenman
Daniel Hess Rosella Andrews
Robert Walker Vienna V. Winchester
Frqnklin Kimball Atavela Winchester
C. C. Winchester Eleanor Walker
H. H. Winchester Jane Robinson
William P. Doty Mrs. Gregg
Asa Gregg Margaret Libby
James Robinson Augusta J. Chapin**
C. C. Sangster

Grinnell

Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Goodrich Mrs. Mary Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. L. G. C. Pierce Mrs. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Miller Mrs. Mary E. Beatty
Dr. and Mrs. E. H. Harris Mr. and Mrs. P. Baldwin***

*Frank Foster^ Iowa Falls, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, April 8, 1943*

**Hjstory of the Iowa City Church, (ms.) Iowa Historical 
Library.
***Sketch of the Universalist Church, Grinnell, Iowa, (ms.) 

deposited with Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster City, Iowa.
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Manchester

June 20, 1868 - 50 people signed their names to the consti
tution but that list is not recorded.

1869 - active members were:

Clark Bliss, Sr. (
Thomas Toogood (
H . M . Congar (
A. M. Sherwood ( . ,
E. M. Tomlinson ( incorporators m  1869
E. R. Congar (
L. S. Bemis (
E. Hoag (

Gilbert Yeoman R. G-. Clifford
Hiram Babcock J. Gilbert
Jacob Hoag R. W. Tirrill
T. Crosby N. Denton
E. J. Congar James P. Robertson* *

Charter members when the church was reorganized June 24,
1877 were:

R. W. Tirrill Mary Hoag
E. J. W. Tirrill C. L. Conger
Seth Brown Lizzie Campbell
Hattie Brown Carrie Sabin
A. W. Stevens Mary Robinson
Mrs. A. W. Stevens Mary Ford
Adoline Tomlinson Mary Covey

No date given for the following which may be included with 
the above since the first accessions were made in July.

James B. Robertson Mary DuBois
Mrs. J. B. Robertson Sarah Gillespie
Clara Robertson Gertrude DuBois**
John DuBois

♦History of Delaware County. Iowa. Chicago, I8 7 8 , p. 503. 
**First Universalist Church. Manchester Iowa. Secretary^ 

Record.
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Marshalltown

Henry D. Hartwell J . D.McCord
T. E. McCracken J . A. Kelly
J. H. Heighten H. Willard
Wells 3. Rice John W. Street*

(there were doubtless others but the records are missing)

Mitchellville

Thomas Mitchell M. H. Murray
E. B. (Barbara) Stall . Mamie Weeks
Tillie Mitchell Robert Patterson
William S. Jones Elizabeth Patterson
Amos Rothrock E. H. Cram.
Pauline Weeks** I. C. Barrett
Robert Ball S. S. Moore
Carrie Mitchell Ellen Moore
Tille R. Andrews A. M. G-laaier
Bettie H. Moore M. L. Aiken
Elmore Chase A. Vedder
M. E. Chase N. W. Cram***

t ____
*Judge William Battin and F. A. Mosfcrip, Past and Pre

sent of Marshall County, Iowa, Indianapolis, 1912, Vol. 1, 
p. 3437

**Flrst Universalist Church, Mitchellville, Polk County,
Iowa, Clerk*s Re cord.
***Mitchellvllle Index, September 15, 1926.
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Mount Pleasant

Amon Lapham M. L. Edwards
Reuben Allen I. Pulsifer
Charles S. Clarke Joseph Rodgers
Schuyler Corbin John G-. Sanderson
John Cray ( Franics McCrary
Elijah Smith S. E. Bereman
Richard Gelatt Joseph Guard
B. F. Pixley William R. Cole
I. 5. Cassidny Thomas A. Bereman
Solon Yeoman William D. Leedham
Catharine C. Rodgers James W. Cole
Mary W. Corbin Jacob S. Douglas
Lucy R. S. Edwards William B. Linell
Clarissa Corbin Caroline H. Clarke
Mary Disbrow Eliza Fan
Eliza Gelatt Delilah Cole
Emily Gillis Cordelia T. Cole
Caroline C. Gelatt Elmira A. Herrick
Clarissa Craig Joseph S. Riggs
Marth M. Wills Joh^ Martin
Lydia B. Pixley Lydia Ann Shaw
Sarah S. Clarke Celia (Celicia) Linnell*

Newton

Charter members are unknown. Principal members were the 
families of: lK

Albert Lufkin R. J. Hardisty
David, Obed and Oran Drew

Storm Lake

Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Watkins George Currier
Mr. and Mrs. James Harker Adelia Currier
Mr. and Mrs. William Guilford G. S. Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Hobbs D. L. Hurd
James F. Toy Ellen S. W. Dean
Mary E. Toy Mrs. E. A. Moore
J. A. Dean Jennie E. Watkins
Augusta C. Dean W. E. Brown
Henry Holcomb Mrs. J. W. Grable**
S. C. Holcomb

*Flrst Universallst Church. Mt. Pleasant. Iowa, Secre
tary's Record. Vol. 1, p. 3«

**5torm Lake Pilot. Feb. 23, 1881.
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Qsap;e

Pascal Whitney Alden Flint
Margaret P. Prime Mary J . Cutler
H. L. Knowlton E. E. G-allup
Julia T. Knowlton Martha Whitaker
Thomas 0. Brown Annie Ballett
Ella R. Brown Chloe 3. Talcott
Mathilda Hitchcock Dr. C. E. Mowery
George M. Stoughton William D. Tomlinson
C. Stoughton Emily A. Neville
Louisa Goodspeed Mary Gallup

' Loretta M. Demary William F. Huntington
Charles Sweeney Loretta Butler
Annie E. Sweeney Sally Butler*

Steamboat Rock

Mrs. J. C. Agan**

*Brief History of the First Universalist Church of Osa^e.
Iowa" (ms.) deposited with Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, Webster 
City, Iowa.

**I. U. C., President *s Notebook.

469



www.manaraa.com

Strawberry Point

Joseph Hallowell Edwin Dunton
Charles Hall Frederick Adams
James H. Grannis Mrs. M. Hallowell
William Grannis Mrs. Calista Hall
Alexander Blake Mrs. Mathilda A. Dewey
P. (Peter) Blake Mrs. Eliza P. Grannis
Joseph C. Tremain Mrs. M. E. Dunton *
Chancy Bemis

All of the above as well as those following have signatures 
follpwing the constitution, June 19, 1859*

James Rop Lury H. Carley
Able Griffin Harriet Torleaf
G. W. Richards May Haskins
Henry Bathmer Mary A. Berry
Irael Jones Mathilda Bemis
William Carley Betsy Culbertson
M. 0. Barnes Augusta Hardman
Amos Eaton Mrs. Cooper
Asa Tarbox E. A. Blake
John Begelow Clara A. Blake
William Cooper Mrs. J. Toy
William Hie Melissa Cooper
Melissa A. 'Wildes Mrs. Dalton**
Rhodener Bishop

Tipton

Charter members when it was reorganized in 1871:

C. P. Holden Jesse James
H. Hammond William Elliott
Dr. H. H* Maynard 0. W. Porter***

Other early members someof whom might have been charter 
members too.

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Gilbert Mrs. Jesse James
Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Shaw Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Sheldon
Mrs. C. P. Holden Mrs. William Elliott
Mrs. H. Hammond Mr. and Mrs. 0. W. Porter
Mrs. H. H. Maynard Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Casad %

♦History of Clayton County. Iowa. Chicago, 1882, p. 687• 
**First Universalist Church, Strawberry Point. Iowa.

Secretary*s Record, Vol. 1.
***History of Cedar County. Iowa. Chicago, I8 7 8 , p. 473*

^Mrs. H. R. Ripley, Tipton, Iowa to Elva Tucker, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, 1943.
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Villisca

(Perhaps some of these were charter members.)

J. C. Bolt J. E. G-arwood
W. J. Wallace Rebecca Overman*

Vinton

W. R. Chamberlin H. Lathrop
B. F. Franks B. Kendall
J. H. Shutts J. A. McDaniel
J. A. Whitlock 3. R. Osgood**

Waverly

Mr. and Mrs. Seymour G-oodspeed 

(there were 24 other charter members.)

The following were active in the society in the early days.
Some of them were doubtless charter members.

Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Gurtis Mr. and Mrs. 0. Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. Ab. Barker Mrs. John Elliott
Mr. ajid Mrs. Bacon Mrs. J. Q. A. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Nichols Mrs. H. R. Wells
Mrs. H. D. Perry Mrs. George R. Dean
Mr. James Stephenson A. Broadie
Mrs. Ed Coburn Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Couse
Mrs. Thomas Woodring Mrs. Porter Bement
Mrs. J. H. Hollenbeck Mrs. Ab Barker
Mrs. William Bodle Mrs. I. A. Goodenough

*1.. U. C.t President's Notebook.
**J. F. Traer, Vinton, Iowa to Siva Tucker, Waterloo,

Iowa, Feb. 8, 1944.
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Waterloo

Charter Members in 1867

A. T. Lane Wellington Russell
H. W. Jenny N. Doty
W. F. Brown R. S. Leland
W. A. Cutler George Leland
J. C. Cropper G. W. Morgan and

their families *
r

Charter members of society reorganized on Dec. 6, 1874.

J. J. Austin, Rev. H. M. Lane
A. T. Weatherwax A. T. Lane
J. C. Cropper Miss L. Hallock
Edmund R. Travis ' Mrs. W. S. Hitchcock
Ann Cooley Mrs. J. K. Hammond
G-. W. Morgan W. S. Hitchcock
J. B. Hubbard 0. H. Perry
M. E. Weatherwax F. Gr. Wallace
M. J. Morgan Eugene P. Sinclair
Cynthia E. Brown Thomas C. Edman
H. P. Herring Wm. D. DeLate
W. F. Brown C. Doty
Jane Cropper N. Doty
Alice Butterworth R. Mervine
W. C. Mervine E. S. Furgason
Wellington Rupell M. Rider
F. E. Cutler E. H. Walton**

*H1story of Black Hawk, County, Iowa, Chicago, 1915, p.344.
**First Universalist Society and Church, Waterloo, Iowa, 

Secretary’s Record, Vol. 1, p. 5.
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Webster City

Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Young Mr. and Mrs. George F. Hathway
Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Young Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Mason Mr. and Mrs. Peleg Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. Rome H. Woodworth Judge and Mrs. J. L. Eamrar
Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Wheeler Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Sumler Willson Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mabbott
Mr. and Mrs. William Grosley Mr. and Mrs. 'William Ellis
Col. and Mrs. Charles A. Clark Mr. and Mrs. Warren Worthington 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Clagg Mr. and Mrs. George F. Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. R. I. Burleson Mr. and Mrs. William Brown
Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Treat Mrs. Jane Sheldon
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Howard" Mrs. Maria Warren *

West Union

Of the people identified with this church someeof the follow
ing may have been charter members.

Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Reeder Helen Frolich
Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Spencer Josephine Ainsworth
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Smith A. T. Swearingen
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Ainsworth R. A. Barr
Silenda Burbank J. W. Rogers
Ira Burbank Mrs. 0. E. and 0. C. Taylor
A. Y1 Whitmore J. B. Herriman
Carrie Whitmore Mr. and Mrs. William Cowle
V. N. Brown J. C. Parker
James Colby Harriet E. Fraverd**
H. A. Fraverd.

*List made up largely from memory.
**The Argo, (West Union) 1881 - 1936.
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IOWA UNIVERSAL IST CONVENTIONS 1843-1943

1843 Iowa City

1844 Muscatine (Bloomington then)

1845 Burlington

1846 Iowa City

1847 Iowa City September, third Saturday
and following Sunday

1848 Iowa City September, third Saturday
and following Sunday

1849 Maquoketa September, Friday and
Saturday preceding the 
third Sunday

1850 Maquoketa

1851 Boylles Mill

1852 Iowa City October 22

1853 Oskaloosa September, first Friday

1854 Iowa City October 6

1855 Tipton

1856 Ottumwa September 5

1857 Mt* Pleasant September

1858 Independence

1859 Iowa City

1860 Strawberry Point

1861 Oskaloosa September

1862 Mt. Pleasant September 6

1863 Iowa City September

1864 Cedar Falls

1865 Strawberry Point

1866 Dubuque

1867 Newton
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1868 Boone or Waterloo

1869 Des Moines September 1

1870 Mt, Pleasant September 1

(In December 28 and 29, 1870 a special session was held at 
MitoheUville, notation found in Mt* Pleasant books)

1871 Boone September 7

1872 Iowa City September

1873 Mitchellville September 4

1874 Eldora

1875 Bloomfield

1876 Mitchellville September

1877 Cedar Rapids September 6

1878 New Sharon August 22

1879 G-rinnell September 11

1880 Knoxville

1881 Marshalltown September 21

1882 Cedar Rapids October 4-8

1883 Dubuque

1884 Storm Lake September 24

1885 Marshalltown September 24-27

1886 Cedar Rapids September 23-25

1887 Osage

1888 Waterloo September 18-20

1889 West Union

1890 Marshalltown September 24

1891 Waterloo September 21-25

1892 Webster City October 3-7

1893 Boone October 23-26
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1894 Mitchellville August 30-September 3
(Joint conference held 
with the Unit, in Febru
ary of 1894; in Des 
Moines)

1895 Iowa Falls September 15

1896 Waterloo July 19-26

1897 Bloomfield June 25-27

1898 Mt. Pleasant September 21-25

1899 Webster City September 21-24

1900 Boone September 5-9

1901 Mitchellvllle August 23-26

1902 Waterloo September 30-0etober 2

1903 Cedar Rapids September 30-0ctober 2

1904 Mt. Pleasant October 7-9

1905 Webster City October 5-8

1906 Osage

1907 Mitchellvllle * October 4-6

1908 Waterloo September 17-20

1909 Cedar Rapids

1910 Minneapolis, Minnesota September 20-23
Tri-State Convention 
(Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Iowa)

1911 Boone October 2
Joint session with the 
Unitarians of Iowa

1912 Des Moines October 2
Joint session with the 
Unitarians of Iowa

1913 Webster City September 10-12

1914 Cedar Rapids October 6-9
Joint conference with 
Unitarians of Iowa

1915 Osage September 21-23
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1916 Sioux City October 3-6
Joint session with Unit
arians of Iowa

1917 Osage November 5
No quorum no convention, 
omitted the convention 
to save money to give to
ward World War I.

1918 Webster City September 27

1919 Mitchellville June 19-20

1920 Boone June 14-16

1921 Waterloo June 8-10

1922 Osage June 6-8

1923 Webster City June 12-14
Also a joint session with 
Unitarians in Iowa City 
in October

1924 Waterloo June 10-11

1925 Mitchellville June 17-18

1926 Webster City June 16-17

1927 Osage July 11-12

1928 Mitchellville June 14-15

1929 Mt. Pleasmt June 13-14

1930 Waterloo June 24-25

1931 Webster City June 16-18

1932 Osage June 12-14

1933 Mitchellville June 14-15

1934 Mt. Pleasant June 6-8

1935 Waterloo June 5-7

1936 Webster City June 5-7

1937 Mitchellville June 11-13

1938 Waterloo June 17-19

1939 Waterloo June 9-11

1940 Webster City June 7-9
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1941 Mt. Pleasant June 13-15

1942 Waterloo June 11, 12, 13, 14

1943 Webster City June 11, 12, 13

All months and days taken from the Mt* Pleasant records from 
1849-1898.

Locations from 1843-1893 taken partially from the Mt. Pleasant 
records but principally from the President* s Notebook of the 
Iowa Universalist Convention.

All data from 1893-1943 was obtained from the Secretary* s Re
cords of the Iowa Universalist Convention, Vol$. 3, 4, 5.

*
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STATE CONVENTION OFFICERS: 1843-1943

1843 - State Convention 
* No officers given.

("A new society was formed in Bloomington, making 
the total 2. Preacher, A. R. Gardner, Iowa City, 
where they are erecting a meeting-house.”)

1845 - State Convention
No officers given.

( "New Society. - one in Des Moines county, name not 
given. New Meeting-House. - Iowa City.
Preachers. - A. R. Gardner, Iowa City; H. Cole, 
Millville.
Summary. - 4 societies, 1 meetinghouse, and 2 
preachers.)

1846 - State Convention
No officers given.

Summary. - 4 societies, 1 preacher (H. Cole, ) and 
meetinghouse.

1847 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Manning Hull Overman's Ferry

1848 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Manning Hull Overman* s Ferry

1849 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. T. Abbott Tipton, Cedar Co.

1850 - State Convention
Secretary Manning Hull Overman* s Ferry

1851 - State Convention
Secretary Manning Hull Overman's Ferry

1852 - State Convention
Secretary Manning Hull Overman* s Ferry

1853 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Manning Hull Overman* s Ferry

1854 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev.I.M.Westfall Pleasant Valley

1855 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. J. Spooner Iowa City
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1856 _ State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. J. N. Clark Iowa City

1857 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. Alfred Peck Iowa City

1858 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. Alfred Peck Iowa City

1859 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. Alfred Peck LeClaire

1860 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. Alfred Peck LeClaire
Agent and mission
ary for the northern 
portion of the state

Rev. Alfred Peck LeClaire
Southern portion
of the state Rev.T.Ballinger

President, State 
Educational Board D.C.Tomlinson 
Secretary T.L. Marshall Muscatine

1861 - State Convention
Standing Clerk unknown 

State Educational Board
Secretary T. L. Marshall Muscatine

(State Missionary Society meets with the Convention)

1862 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. L.H,Keyes Cedar Rapids

State Missionary Board *
President Alden Fletcher
Secretary D. Connell Buckingham
Treasurer J«N.Clark Iowa City
Missionary Rev.J.P.Sanford Tipton

State Educational Board meets with the Convention 
Secretary T.L.Marshall Muscatine

1863 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev,S.M.Brice Centre-Point

State Missionary Board
President Alden Fletcher
Secretary D. Connell Buckingham
Treasurer J.N.Clark Iowa City
Missionary Rev.J.P.Sanford Tipton

State Educational Board
Secretary T.L.Marshall Muscatine

1864 - State Convention
Standing Clerk J.N.Clark Iowa City

State Missionary Board
Secretary D. Connell Buckingham
Missionary Rev.J.P.Sanford Tipton
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1865 - State Convention
Standing Clerk J. N. Clark Iowa City
State Missionary Board
Secretary D. Connell Buckingham
Missionary Rev. J.P. Sanford Marshalltown

1866 - State Convention
Standing Clerk J. N. Clark Iowa City

State Missionary Board
Secretary D. Connell Buckingham
Missionary Rev. J. P. Sanford Marshalltown

1867 - State Convention
Standing Clerk Rev. E. Morris Mt. Pleasant

1868 - State Convention
President Rev. W. S. Bates
Corresponding
Secretary Dr. J. W. Hanson Dubuque

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. W.R. Chamberlin Vinton

1869 - State Convention
President Hon. M. Kingman
Corresponding 
Secretary and
Standing Clerk Dr. J. W. Hanson Dubuque

Treasurer Hon. T. Mitchell Mitchellville
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. J. P. Sanford Marshalltown
Directors Rev. H. Jewell Manchester

Rev. T. Ballinger Oskaloosa
Rev. A. J. Chapin Iowa City
Hon. J. D. Thompson Sldora

Committee of
Fellowship Rev. R. G. Hamilton Cedar Falls

Rev. J. R. Sage Mitchellville
L. J. Orr Boone

1870 - State Convention
President Hon. M. Kingman
Corresponding 
Secretary and
Standing Clerk Rev. J. W. Hanson Dubuque

Treasurer Hon. T. Mitchell Mitchellville
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. J. P. Sanford Marshalltown

Rev. H. Jewell Manchester
Rev. T. Ballinger Oskaloosa
Rev. A. J. Chapin Iowa City

„ Hon. J. D. Thompson Eldora
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. R. G. Hamilton Cedar Falls

Rev. J. R. Sage Mitchellville
J . Orr Boone
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1871 - State Convention
President Hon.J.D.Thompson Eldora
Treasurer Hon.Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Standing Clerk Wm.H.Fleming,Esq. Des Moines
S. S. Secretary Rev.A.H.Sweetzer

1872 - State Convention
President Hon.J.D.Thompson Eldora
Treasurer Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Standing Clerk Wm.H.Fleming,Esq. Des Moines
Sabbath School
Secretary Rev. B.F.Snook Marcon
Committee of
Fellowship, Hon. J.L.Edwards Mt. Pleasant
Ordination and Rev.J.R. Sage Mitchellville
Discipline Rev. B.F.Snook Marion
Directors L.E.Conger Dexter

Rev.A.J.Chapin Iowa City
Dr. E. H. Harris Grinnell
Rev. C.P.Nash Newton

1873 - State Convention
President Hon.J.D.Thompson Eldora
Vice-President Rev.A.J. Chapin Iowa City
Secretary Rev.LeGrand Powers Mitchellville
Treasurer Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. C. P. Nash Newton
Ordination, and Rev. B.F. Snook Marion
Discipline Rev. W. H. Fleming Des Moines

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. W. W. Merritt Clarinda
Alternate Rev. C. P. Nash Newton

1874 - State Convention
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. J .H.Farnsworth 
President Mr. E.A. VanCise Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Mr. R.A.Sankey*
Secretary Rev.LeGrand Powers Mitchellville
Treasurer Hon.Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship, M. L. Edwards Mt. Pleasant
Ordination and B. F. Snook Marion
Discipline J. H. Farnsworth Des Moines
Trustees Rev. W.J.Hicks Strawberry Point

Hon.J.D. Thompson Eldora
Hon. M. L. Edwards Mt. Pleasant

1875 - State Convention
President Edwin A. Van Cise Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Rev. B. F. Rogers Cedar Rapids

* The residence of many are not known because they were not 
recorded in the Universalist Companion and Register.
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1875 - State Convention (continued)
Secretary B. F. Snook Marion
Treasurer Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Trustees for 3 yrs. Wm. H. Fleming Mitchellville
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. J. J. Austin Waterloo
Alternate Rev. A. Countryman Dubuque

1876 - State Convention
President Hon. Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Vice-President Col. S. A. Moore*
Treasurer Dr. S. H. Harris G-rinnell
Secretary Rev. B. F. Snook Marion
Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. J. J. Austin Waterloo
Ordination and Rev. B. F. Rogers Cedar Rapids
Discipline Mr. E. A. Van Cise Mt. Pleasant

Preacher of next
Occasional Sermon B. F. Rogers (Rev.)
Alternate Rev. J. R. Sage Mitchellville

1877 - State Convention
President Hon. Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Secretary and
State Agent Rev. Isa A. Eberhart Belle Plaine

Treasurer C. Howard Newton
Trustee S. G-. Carter New Sharon
Preacher of next
Occasional Sermon Rev. A. Countryman Dubuque
Alternate Rev. J.R.Sage Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. J. R. Sage Mitchellville
Ordination and Rev. Joseph Harsh Chelsea
Discipline Mr. S. N. Lindley

1878 - State Convention
President F. J. Upton Cedar Rapids
Vice-President Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Secretary Rev. Isa A. Eberhart Storm Lake
Treasurer J. D. Kennard
Trustee J. B. Marston
Committee of
Fellowship', Rev. T. Ballinger Oskaloosa
Ordination and Dr. E. H. Harris G-rinnell
Discipline Mr. M. L. Edwards Mt. Pleasant
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. H. V. Chase

1879 - State Convention
President Hon. Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Vice-President Col. S. A. Moore
Secretary Rev. 0. F. Van Cise Mt. Pleasant
Treasurer F. A. Borner Des Moines
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. J. A. Hoyt Storm Lake

Mr. F. J. Upton Cedar Rapids
Mr. S. N. Lindley
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1879 - State Convention (continued)
State Super
intendent Rev. I. A. Eberhart Belle Plaine

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. W. W. Nutting Cedar Rapids

1880 - State Convention
President Hon. Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Vice-President Dr. E.H.Harris Grinnell
Secretary W.P.Payne, Rev. Nevada
Treasurer F. A. Bomer Des Moines
Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. J. A. Hoyt
Ordination and Rev. W. 3. Balch
Discipline Dr. E. H. Harris G-rinnell

State Superin
tendent Rev. I. A. Eberhart Belle Plaine

Occasional Preacher Rev. H. Slade

1881 - State Convention
President F. G. Upton Cedar Rapids
Vice-President J. H. Vail
Secretary Rev. W. P. Payne Nevada
Treasurer Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. J. A. Hoyt
Ordination and Rev. I. A. Eberhart Belle Plaine
Discipline Mr. J. H. Garrison

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Fidelia W. Gillette Mitchellville

1882 - State Convention
President F. G. Upton Cedar Rapids
Vice-President E. H. Harris Grinnell
Secretary Rev. W. P. Payne Nevada
Treasurer F. A. Bomer Des Moines
Trustees Rev. F. W. Gillette Mitchellville

Rev. B. F. Rogers Newton
Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville

Committee of
Fellowship, Rev. J. A. Hoyt
Ordination and Rev. H. Whitney Storm Lake
Discipline Dr. E. H. Harris Grinnell

Executive Committee F. J. Upton Cedar Rapids
Dr. E. H. Harris Grinnell

1883 - State Convention
President F. J. Upton Cedar Rapids
Vice-President R. W. Tirrell Manchester
Secretary Rev. W. P. Payne Nevada
Treasurer F. A. Bomer Des Moines
Trustees C. H. Brown

Rev. B.F. Rogers Mitchellville
and Newton

Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Committee of Rev. E. L. Briggs Webster City
Fellowship Rev.B.F.Snook Cedar Falls

Mr. 0.A.Mars
State Missionary Rev. B.F.Rogers Mitchellville
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1884 - State Convention
President J.D.Flatt Waterloo
Vice-President R.W.Tirrell Manchester
Secretary Rev.B.F.Rogers, Cedar Rapids
Treasurer F.A.Bomer ' Des Moines

' Committee of
Fellowship Rev.E.L.Briggs Wilton Junction

Rev.B.F.Snook Cedar Falls
M.L.Edwards Mt. Pleasant

Trustees C.H.Brown
Thomas Mitchell Mitchellville
Rev.Amos Crum Dubuque

State Missionary Rev.B.F.Rogers Cedar Rapids
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.Amos Crum Dubuque

1885 - State Convention
President J.D.Platt, Waterloo Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.Amos Crum Dubuque
Secretary Rev.B.F.Rogers Stuart
Treasurer F.A.Bomer Des Moines
Committee of Fellowship

Rev. A. A. Thayer Osage
Rev. J.A.Hoyt Belle Plains
Luke Roberts Clinton

Trustees C.H.Brown
A.T.Weatherwax Waterloo
Mrs.J.W.A.Crosby

State Missionary Rev.B.F.Rogers Stuart
Preacher of
Occasional Seraon Rev.C.L.Waite Storm Lake

1886 - State Convention
President J.D.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.A.Crum Dubuque
Secretary Rev. B.F.Rogers Stuart
Treasurer F.A.Bomer Des Moines
Committee of Fellowship

Rev.J.A.Hoyt Belle Plaine
Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids

Preacher of Dr.W.Roberts Marshalltown
Occasional Sermon Rev.J.F.Schindler Marshalltown 
Visitors to
Lombard University Rev. W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids

Mrs.3.F.Rogers, Stuart

1887 - State Convention
President J.D.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.Amos Crum Dubuque
Secretary Rev. James A.Hoyt Belle Plaine
Treasurer F.A.Bomer Des Moines
Committee on
Fellowship Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids

Rev.A.A.Thayer Osage
Mr.F.J.Upton Cedar Rapids
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1887 - State Convention (continued)
Trustees James A. Throop Mt. Pleasant

Mrs. F. D.Pierce Cedar Falls
W.F.Brown

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.M.H.Houghton Storm Lake
Visitors to
Lombard University Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids

I. VanCise Mt. Pleasant

1888 - State Convention
President Rev. Amos Crum Dubuque
Vice-President J.D.Platt Waterloo
Secretary Rev.F.D.Pierce Cedar Falls
Treasurer F.A.Bomer Belle Plaine
Committee of Fellowship

Rev.James Gorton Cedar Falls
Rev. M.H.Houghton Storm Lake
Miss Mary Edgerton Waterloo 

Trustees James A. Throop Mt. Ple&aant
Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids
W.F.Brown

Visitors to
Lombard University Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids

Rev. Amos Crum Webster City

1889 - State Convention
President Rev.Amos Crum Webster City
Vice-President J.D.Platt Waterloo
Secretary Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids
Treasurer F.A.Bomer Belle Plaine
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. James Gorton Cedar Falls

Rev.B.F.Snook Clarinda
J. F.Toy Storm Lake

Trustees James A. Throop Mt. Pleasant
Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids
Rev. Amos Crum Webster City

1890 - State Convention
President F.A.Bomer Belle Plaine
Vice-President Rev.Amos Crum Webster City
Secretary Rev.J.H.Palmer Cedar Rapids
Treasurer Hon.J.D.Platt Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship Rev.W.S.Ralph Storm Lake

Rev. A. A. Thayer Osage
J.F.Toy Storm Lake

Trustees E.M.Wooley
J.H.Owen Charles City
W. F. Brown
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1890 - State Convention
President F.A.Bomer Des Moines
Vice-President Percy Lane Waterloo
Secretary Rev. T.E. Dotter Eldora
Treasurer Franklin C.Platt Waterloo
Trustees J.H.Owen Charles City

W.F.Brown
C.D.Van Veohten Cedar Rapids

Committee of
Fellowship Rev. T. W. Woodrow Marshalltown

Rev.MattWing Manchester
E.Hurlbut Marshalltown

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.T.W.Woodrown Marshalltown

1892 - State Convention
President F.A.Bomer Des Moines
Vice-President Percy A.Lane Waterloo
Secretary Rev.T.B.Dotter Eldora
Treasurer Franklin C.Platt Waterloo
Trustees Mrs.R.W.Woodrow Marshalltown

W.F.Brown C.D.
C.D.Van Vechten Cedar Rapids

Committee of Fellowship
Rev.T.W.Woodrow Marshalltown
Rev.L. F.Porter Waterloo
E. Hurlburt Marshalltown

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.L.F.Porter Waterloo

1893 - State Convention
President Watson R oberts Marshalltown
Vice-President Rev. J.H.Palmer Cedar Rapids
Secretary Rev. Thom. E. Dotter Cedar Falls
Treasurer Franklin C.Platt Waterloo
Trustees Mrs.T.W.Woodrow Marshalltown

J.H.Funk Iowa Falls
C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.Amos Crum Dubuque

Rev. Gr. S. Gowdy Eldora
F. A.Bomer Des Moines

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.B.F.Snook Webster City

1894 - State Convention
President Watson Roberts Marshal, ltown
Vice-President Rev.J.H.Palmer Cedar Rapids
Secretary Rev.Thom.E. Dotter Cedar Falls
Treasurer Franklin C.Platt Waterloo
Trustees Mrs. T.W. Woodrow Marshalltown

J.H.Funk Iowa Falls
C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.Amos Crum Webster City

Rev. G. S. Gowdy Eldora

F.A.Bomer Des Moines
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1894 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.B.F.Snook Webster City

1895 - State Convention
President Hon.0.3.Ayers Des Moines
Vice-President Charles E. Harsh Des Moines
Secretary Rev.J.H.Palmer Cedar Rapids
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellvile
Committee of Fellowship

Rev.Amos Crum Webster City
Rev. A.K.Beem Osage
S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.S.L.Crum Webster City

1896 - State Convention
President O.B.Ayers Des MoinesS
Vice-President Jacob Closy St. Ansgar
Secretary W.T.Hatswell Red Oak
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield, Mitchellville
Trustees J.B.Harsh Creston

S.W.Hurlbut Clarinda
Alta Light Iowa Falls

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.J.H.Palmer Cedar Rapids

Rev.Amos Crum Webster City
E.P.Sinclair Waterloo

Preacher of ®
Occasional Sermon Rev.T.E.Dotter Marshalltown

(They voted to employ a Superintendent)

1897 - State Convention
President O.B.Ayers Des Moines
Vice-President Amos Crum 'Webster City
Secretary W.T.Hatswell Red Oak
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees Hon.W.H.McAchran Bloomfield

J.B.Harsh Creston
S.W.Hurlbut Clarinda

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.H.L.Gillespie Manchester

Rev.J.Edward Keyes Mitchellville
Mr.Franklin C. Platt, Waterloo

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.H.L.Gillespie Northwood
State Supeintendent Dr. Amos Crum Webster City

1898 - State Convention
President O.B.Ayers Des Moines
Vice-President Jas. A. Throop Mt. Pleasant
Secretary A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees C.L.Henny Mitchellville

W.H.McAchran Bloomfield
J.B.Harsh Creston
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1898 - State Convention (continued)
Committee of Fellowship

Rev,J.L.Everton Osage
I.P.VanCise Mt.Pleasant
Rev.T.E.Dotter Manchester

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo

State Supt. Dr,Amos Crum Webster City

1899 - State Convention
President O.B,Ayers Des Moines

(F.C.Platt completed term)
Vice-President Rev.W.P,Payne Nevada
Secretary Rev.A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees G-.W. Stoughton Osage

C1L.Henry Mitchellville
W.H.McAchran Bloomfield

Preacher of
Occasional Seraon Rev.J.L.Everton Osage
Committee of
Fellowship Rev.J.L.Everton Osage

Dr.Amos Crum Webster City
Louis Tucker Mitchellville

Superintendent Mrs*(Rev.)S.L.Crum Webster City

1900 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.P.Payne, Nevada
Secretary Rev.A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees C.D.Van Vechten Cedar Rapids

G.W.Stoughton Osage
C.L.Henry Mitchellville

Committee of Fellow
ship Louis Tucker

Rev.Harriet I.Baker West Union 
Rev.A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo 

Preacher of occasional Sermon (elected this year) - none 
Superintendent Mrs. Sophronia Crum Webster City

( for 3 months)

1901 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.P.Payae Nevada
Secretary A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield, Mitchellville
Trustees Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City

■. Rev. G-eorge Crum
G-.W. Stoughton Osage

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.W.B.Buchanan Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Rev.W.D.Buchanan Mt. Pleasant

Rev.H.C.Richardson Mitchellville
and Boone
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1901 - State Oonventlon (continued)
Committee of
Fellowship (cont) Louis Tucker Mitchellville
State Superintendent

Rev. J.B.Fosher

1902 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev. W.P.Payne Nevada
Secretary Rev. Frank York Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City

G-.M. Stoughton Osage
C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids

Preacher of Occasional Sermon
Rev. H. C.Richardson Mitchellville

and Boone
Committee of
Fellowship Frank Forbes Northwood

Rev. H.C.Richardson Mitchellville
and Boone

Rev.W.B.Buchanan Mt. Pleasant
Superintendent Rev. F.H.York Waterloo

1903 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.P.Payne Nevada
Secretary Rev.Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City

C.M.Stoughton Osage
Frank Forbes Northwood

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.Frank York Waterloo

(given by Dr. Jones)
Committee of Fellowship

W.D.Buchanan, Mt. Pleasant
Rev. H.C,Richardson Mitchellville

and Boone
Hon. Frank Forbes Northwood

Tri-State Superintendent
Dr.W.H.McGlauflin

(gave $500 for his support)

1904 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.P.Payne Nevada
Secretary Rev.Effie M. Jones Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellvill
Trustees Dr.F.J-.Drake Webster City

C.M.Stoughton Osage
Frank Forbes Northwood

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.W.H. McGrlauflin

490



www.manaraa.com

1904 - State Convention (cont.)
Committee of Fel
lowship Rev,W.B.Buchanan Mt. Pleasant

Rev. W. S.Ralph Osage
Hon.Frank Forbes Northwood

Superintendent
(Tri-State) Dr.W.H.McGlauflin

1905 - State Convention
President F. C. Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.P.Payne Nevada
Secretary Rev.Effie M.Jones Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids

Frank Forbes Northwood
Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.W.S.Ralph Osage

I.P.VanCise Mt. Pleasant
Rev.S.L.Crum Manchester

Preacher of
Ocdasional Sermon Rev.W.A.Pratt Cedar Rapids
Tri-State
Superintendent Dr. W.H.McGlauflin

1906 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.S.Ralph Osage
Secretary Rev.Effie M.Jones Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids

Frank Forbes Northwood
Dr. F.J.Drake Webster City

Committee of
Fellowship Herbert Stoughton Osage

Rev.Agnes Ralph Osage
Rev.S.L.Crum Manchester

Preacher of
Occasional Sennon A.N.Alcott Webster City
Tri-State Supt. Dr.V/.H.McG-lauflin

1907 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.W.S.Ralph Osage
Secretary Rev.Effie M.Jones Waterloo
Treasurer S.J. Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City

C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids
Fraik Forbes Northwood

Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Agnes Ralph Osage

Rev.S.L,Crum Manchester
H.L.Stoughton Osage

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.N.E.Spicer Webster City

Tri-State
Superintendent Dr.W.H.McGlauflin
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1908 - State Convention
President F.C.Platt Waterloo
Vice-President
Secretary Rev.Effie McCollum

Jones . Waterloo
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees H.L. Stoughton Osage

Dr. F.D.Drake Webster City
Frank Forbes Northwood

Preacher of
Occasional Sermons Rev.Joseph F.

Newton Cedar Rapids
Committee of
Fellowship Rev.N.E.Spicer Webster City

Rev.W.P.Payne Nevada
A. P. Fogg Boone

Tri-State
Superintendent Rev.A.R.Tillinghast Waterloo

1909 - State Convention
President Dr. F.J.Drake Webster City
Vice-President D.C.VanVechten Cedar Rapids
Secretary Rev.Jennie
' Barholomew Boone
Treasurer S. J.Oldfield, Mitchellville
Trustees H.B.Cropper Waterloo

' \ , C.T.Ballou Boone
I.V . ■ Lton H.L. Stoughton Osage
Tri-State
Superintendent Rev.A.R.Tillinghast

i

1910 - State Convention
President Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City
Vice-President D.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids
Secretary Rev.Jennie L.

Bartholomew Boone
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees H.L.Stoughton Osage

H.B.Cropper Waterloo
C.T.Ballou Boone

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.N. E. Spicer Webster City

Rev.Effie McColuum 
Jones Waterloo

A.T.Cooper Cedar Rapids
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.Jennie L.

Bartholomew
Tri-State
Superintendent Rev.A.R.Tillinghast

191JD - State Convention
President Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City
Vice-President C.D.VanVechten Cedar Rapids
Secretary Rev.Jennie Bartho

lomew Osage
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1911 - State Convention (continued) _ vr-* v.
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitehellville
Trustees C.T.Ballou Boone

H.L.Stoughton Osage
H.B. Cropper Waterloo

Committee of
Fellowship Rev.N.E.Spicer Webster City

Rev.Effie McCollum 
Jones Waterloo

A.T.Cooper Cedar Rapids
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.L.O.Black Boone
Superintendent Rev.T.B.Fisher

1912 - State Convention
President H.B.Cropper Waterloo
Vice-President Rev.Laura Bowman

Galer Mt. Pleasant
Secretary H.L.Stoughton Osage
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitehellville
Trustees C.N.Jenkins Cedar Rapids

Mrs. E. E. Shipman Webster City
C.T.Ballou Boone

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
Rev.Joseph F. Newton Cedar Rapids 
A.T.Cooper Cedar Rapids

Tri-State
Superintendent Rev.T.B.Fisher

1913 - State Convention
President H.B.Cropper Waterloo
Vice-President Rev. Laura Bowiban

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Secretary H.L.Stoughton Osage
Treasurer S.J.Oldfield Mitehellville
Trustees C.N.Jenkins~ Cedar Rapids

Mrs. E. E. Shipman Webster City
C.T.Ballou q Boone

Preacher of
Occasional Seraion Rev.L. C.McLaughlin Webster City
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
Rev.Joseph Fort
Newton Cedar Rapids
A.T.Cooper Cedar Rapids

Superintendent Retf.F.W.Killer Osage
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1914 - State Convention
President H. B. Cropper Waterloo
Vice-President Rev. Laura B. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer S. J. Oldfield Mitchellville
Trustees C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids

C. T. Ballou Boone
P. J. Brandrup Webster City

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.H.L.Haywood Webster City
Committee of
Fellowship Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
Rev. Joseph F.
Newton Cedar Rapids
A. T. Cooper Cedar Rapids

Superintendent Rev. F. W. Miller Osage

1915 - State Convention
President H. B. Cropper Waterloo
Vice-President Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J. S. Reid Altoona
Trustees P.J.Brandrup Webster City

C.T.Ballou Boone
C.N.Jenkins Cedar Rapids

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Waterloo
A. T. Cooper Cedar Rapids
Dr. J. S. Cook Mitchellville

Superintendent F. W. Miller
Dr. J. S. Cook did the missionary 
work one day a week.

1916 - State Convention
President Dr. F. J. Drake Webster City

Vice-President Rev. Laura Bowman
G-al er Mt. Pleas ant

Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J . E. Reid Altoona
Trustees H.B.Cropper Waterloo

P.J.Brandrup Webster City
C.N.Jenkins Cedar Rapids

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Dr. John S. Cook Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship Dr. John S. Cook Mitchellville

A. T. Cooper Cedar Rapids
Rev. H.L.Haywood Waterloo

Superintendent Rev. F. W. Miller Osage

494'



www.manaraa.com

1917 - State Convention
Same officers because no convention was held; 
gave the expense account of $300 to the Red Cross 
and Y.M.C.A. for War Relief
Mrs. Galer was acting president, Dr. Drake was a 
lieutenant in the army

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Harold Drew Cedar Rapids

1918 - State Convention
President Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Rev. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J. E. Reed Altoona
Trustees C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids

H. B. Cropper Waterloo
P. J. Brandrup Webster City

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville 
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. H. L. Haywood Waterloo

Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville 
A. T. Cooper Cedar Rapids

Superintendent Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

1919 - State Convention
President Roger S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President J. M. Grimm Cedar Rapids
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees C. N. Jenkins Cedar Hg/pids

H. B. Cropper Waterloo
Dr. F. J. Drake Webster City

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. A. W. Altenbern Osage 
Committee of
Fellowshio Rev. 0. G. Colegrove Mitchellville

Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
Mrs. Ethel Stewart Grinnell

Superintendent Rev. 0.G.Colegrove Mitchellville

1920 - State Convention
President Roger S. Galer Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Dr. F. J. Drake ' Webster City
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J. E. Reid ~ Altoona
Trustees H. B. Cropper Waterloo

C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids
L. V. Harpel Boone
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1920 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev.Otto Raspe Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

,Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City

Mrs. Ethel Stewart Grinnell 
Superintendent Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

1921 - State Convention
President R. S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Dr.F.J.Drake Webster City
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Osage
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees H. B. Cropper Waterloo

C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids
L. V. Harpel Boone

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

Rev. A.W. Altenbern Osage
Dr. F. J. Drake Webster City

Superintendent Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville
Mid-West Superin
tendent Dr. Luther R. Robin

son

1922 - State Convention
President Roger S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President Dr. F. J. Drake Webster City
Secretary H. L. Stoughton Opage
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees H. B. Cropper Waterloo

C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids
L. V. Harpel Boone

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon kRev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

Rev. A.W.Altenbern Osage
Dr. F. J. Drake Webster City

State Superintendent Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville
Mid-West Super
intendent Luther R. Robinson

1923 - State Convention
President R. S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Vice-President E. P. Prince Webster City
Secretary Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
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1923 - State Convention (continued)
Trustees H. B. Cropper Waterloo

C. N. Jenkins Cedar Rapids
L. V. Harpel Boone

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. E. A. Lewis Osage
Committee of 
Fellowship
State Superintendent Rev. 0. G. Colegrove Mitchellville 
Mid West Supt. Dr. Luther R.

Robinson

1924 - State Convention
President L. V. Harpel Boone
Vice-President E. P. Prince Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. 0.G-.Colegrove Mitchellville

Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Arad Hitchcock Osage

H. B. Cropper Waterloo
R. S. Galer Mt. Pleasant

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. F. Ostensacken Osage 
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. 0.0.Colegrove Mitchellville

Robert Ball Altoona
Rev. George Wood Webster City

1925 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince Webster City
Vice-President L. V. Harpel Boone
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. 0. G.Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Arad Hitchcock Osage

H. B. Cropper Waterloo
R. S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. W. 0. Bodell Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship Re v.0. G. Colegrove Mitchellville

Rev. Laura Bowman 
Galer Mt. Pleasant

Robert Ball Altoona

1926 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince Webster City
Vice-President L'.̂ V* Harpel Boone
Secretary and
Superintendent 0.G.Colegrove Mitchellville

Treasurer J.E.Reid Altoona
Trustees Arad Hitchcock Osage

R. S. Galer * Mt. Pleasant 
H. B. Cropper Waterloo
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1926 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon (none elected)
Committee of
Fellowship (no record of election)

1927 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince Webster City
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. O.G. Colegrove Mitchellville

Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Arad Hitchcock Osage

R. S. Galer Mt. Pleasant
H. B. Cropper Waterloo

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon (none elected)
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Rev. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
I. H. Woodrow Mitchellville

1928 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince Webster City
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. 0. G. Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Arad Hitchcock Osage

R. 3. Galer Mt. Pleasant
H. B. Cropper Waterloo

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Conard B.

Rheiner Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

Galer Mt. Pleasant
Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
I. H. Woodrow Mitchellville

1929 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince, Webster City
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. O.G.Colegrove Mitchellville

Treasurer J.  E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Mrs. H.L.Stoughton Osage

Roger S. Galer Mt. Pleasant
Mrs. Chas.N.Shane Waterloo

498



www.manaraa.com

1929 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Laura

Bowman G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura

Bowman G-aler Waterloo
Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
I. H. Woodrow Mitchellville

1930 - State Convention
President E. P. Prince Webster City
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. O.G.Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees Mrs. H.L.Stoughton Osage

Roger S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Mrs. Chas N.Shane Waterloo

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Edna P.Bruner Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship (same as previous year, because

there was no record)

1931 - State Convention
President H. B. Cropper Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees R. S. G-aler Mt. Pleasant

Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo
Mrs. W. L. Stoughton Osage

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Committee of
Fellowship (none listed)

1932 - State Convention
President Truman Aldrich Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary and
Superintendent Rev. 0. G-. Colegrove Mitchellville
Treasurer J. E. Reid Altoona
Trustees R. S. Galer Mt. Pleasant

Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo
Mrs. H. L. Stoughton Osage
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1932 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Laura Bowman

Galer Mt. Pleasant
Committee of
Fellowship Mrs. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
I. H. Woodrow Mitchellville

1933 - State Convention
President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Vice-President H. F. Price Webster City
Secretary Elva Tucker Mitchellville
Treasurer Truman Aldrich Waterloo
Trustees Herman Lesch Osage

I. H. Woodrow Mitchellville
Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. F. W.Miller Osage
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Rev. F. W. Miller Osage
Mr. H. M. Tanner Mitchellville

Superintendent Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

1934- - State Convention
President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Vice-President Rev# Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Secretary Elva Tucker Mitchellville
Treasurer H. H. Griffiths Des Moines
Trustees Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo

H. F. Price Webster City
Herman Lesch Osage

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. O.G.Colegrove Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

Galer Mt. Pleasant
Rev. F. W. Miller Osage
Mr. H. M. Tanner Mitchellville

1933 - State Convention
President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Vice-President Rev. Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Secretary Miss Nellie Housden Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Waterloo
Trustees E. A. Patterson Des Moines

H. F. Price 'Webster City
Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo3
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1935 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Committee of
Fellowship (no record)
Superintendent Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

1936 - State Convention
President Herman Lesch Osage
Vice-President Rev. Edna P.Bruner Waterloo
Secretary Mrs. O.S.Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Waterloo
Trustees ' Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
H. F. Price Webster City
E. A.Patterson Des Moines

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. Jennie

Bartholomew Hitch
cock Osage

Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Rev. Jennie B.
Hitchcock Osage

Mrs. Maud Shane Waterloo
Superintendent Rev. 0.G-. Colegrove Mitchellville

1937 - State Convention
President Rev. Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Vice-President H. F. Price Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Waterloo
Trustees Richard Seiberling State Center

Dr. Effie McCollum 
Jones Webster City
E. A. Patterson Des Moines

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon Rev. 0.G-.Colegrove Mitchellville
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo
Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stoughton Osage
(The Rev. Colegrove closed 19 years 
as State Superintendent for Iowa)

1938 - State Convention
President Rev. Edna Bruner Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Waterloo
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1938 - State Convention (continued)
Trustees Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant

Leroy Lesch Osage
Richard Seiberling Iowa Falls

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon (none given)
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Mrs. C. N. Shane Waterloo
(third one not 
listed)

1939 - State Convention
President Rev. Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Waterloo
Trustees Richard Seiberling Iowa Falls

Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant
Leroy Lesch Osage

Preacher of
Occasional Sermon (none listed)
Committee of
Fellowship Rev. Laura Bowman

G-aler Mt. Pleasant
Mrs. Maude Shane Waterloo

1940 - State Convention
President Rev. Edna P. Bruner Waterloo
Vice-President Rev. Effie McCollum

Jones, D.D. Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia H.

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Richard Shane Y/aterloo
Trustees Richard Seiberling IbWa Falls

Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant
Leroy Lesch Osage

Committee of
Fellowship (none elected)

194-1 - State Convention
President Richard Shane Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia H.

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant
Trustees Mrs. Charles

Kammerdiner Waterloo
Richard Seiberling Iowa Falls
Leroy Lesch Osage
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1941 - State Convention (continued)
Preacher of
Occasional Sermon - ^
Committee of Fellowship (none elected)

1942 - State Convention
President C. Richard Shane Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Sffie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Treasurer Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant
Secretary Mrs. Virginia

H. Franklin Des Moines
Trustees Mrs. Charles

Kammerdeiner Waterloo
E. P. Prince Webster City
Victor Tornquist Mitchellville

1943 - State Convention
President C. Richard Shane Waterloo
Vice-President Dr. Effie McCollum

Jones Webster City
Secretary Mrs. Virginia H.

Franklin Des Moines
Treasurer Harold Davis Mt. Pleasant
Trustees Mrs. Chas Kammer

deiner Waterloo
E. P. Prince Webster City
Victor Tornquist Mitchellville

I
Universalist Almanac and Universalist Register. Boston, 

1843-I§95"I
Book III, IV, V of Secretary's Records of the Iowa 

Universalist Convention - 1893-1943.
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UNIVERSAL!!ST MINISTERS IN IOWA 1843-1943

T. Abbott Loomis 0# Black

A« J. Adams W. 0# Bodell

J. 0. Adams B. F. Bowles

Mr. Adlard (Unitarian) Laura Bowman( see Galer)D.D.

A. N. Alcott W. F. Brattain

Pliny Allen S. M. Brice

A. W. Altenbern' E. L. Briggs
E.T. Briggs

Mary G-arard Andrews Mr. Brinkerhoof

John Araoup (licentiate) W. C. Brooks

0. Arrington Mr. Brown
H. W. Brown

James J. Austin Edna P. Bruner

W. C. Ayers Benjamin Brunning

Mr. Babcock W. D. Buchanan

Harriet I. Baker David P. Bunn

J. R. Baker J. W. Burrough

W. S. Balch H. B. Butler

Thomas Ballinger Mr. Caldwell

J. H. Ballou John Casady

Mr. Barrett J* S. Cantwell

A. C. Barry, D.D. J. W. Chaffin

Jennie Bartholomew (see Hitchcock) W. R. Chamberlin

Mr. Bashor Augusta J. Chapin, D.D.

W. S. Bates E. H. Chapin

A. K. Beam H. V. Chase

S. R. H. Biggs Almira Cheney

Joy Bishop James Alvin Clark
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J. N* Clark J* L* Dlnsmore

S. C* Clark C. F* Dodge

W. T* Clark Mabel Dotter (licentiate)

S. J. Clarkson Thomas E. Dotter

Oscar Clute (Unitarian) H* B. Drew (Baptist,
served C* H. parish)

H. Cole James Eastwood

Villiam R. Cole T« C. Eaton

Minnie 0. Colegrove Isa A* Eberhart

Osgood 0* Colegrove A* C. Edmonds

Mr* Conant (Unitarian) M« L* Edwards

E* L* Conger 0# Dean Ellenwood

Asa Countryman T. Elliott

John S. Cook, D.D* Sumner Ellis

Z. Cook L* C* Esperson

T. W. Critchett M* L. Estey

Amos Crum, D*D# E3.iza Curtis Everton

Sophronia L* Crum Joseph Everton

George Crum J* Leroy Everton

Eliza Curtis (see Everton) L* Fairchild

J* P# Curtiss J* H. Farnsworth

T. H. Damelle F* Faukes

E* Darnielle Paul P. Felt

W* F* Davis A. J. Flshback

W. M. DeLong L. B. Fisher, D.D.

J. S. Dennis T. B. Fisher

Mr* Dicksom William Fisher

Alva Dinsmore G> F. Flanders
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L* J* Fletcher A. 0* Grier

Marianna T. Folsom John Gurley

Frank Forbes (licentiate) Mary Hadley

J. E* Forrester E. E. Hammond

J. B. Fosher R* G* Hamilton

Eben Francis J . W* Hanson, D*D*

J* R* Freeman Joseph Harsh

T* A. Freeman N* A* Haskell (Unitarian)

Laura Bowman Galer, D*D* P* Hathaway

Mary A* Garard (see Andrews) H. L* Haywood

A* R. Gardner Matthias Helllg

Joel 0. Garretson W. J* Herbener

Mr* Gaylord Joshua W* Hicks

Dr* Geddesv 0. W* Hlllstrom

Karl Gerner (liberal but not Mr* Hines
Universal!st)

Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock
J* M* Getchell

Sophie Gibbs M. H. Houghton

C. K. Gib sort J. A* Hoyt

H. L. F. Gillespie John Hughes

Fidelia Gillette Mrs* John Hughes

J* B* Gilman Benjamin Hull

James Gorton Manning Hull

G. S. Gowdy J. E. Hustoni

Mrs. G. S. Gowdy (licentiate) 0* T. Irish

Charles Graves Henry Jewell

John Archer Gray Ben Wallaoe Jones

E* Green Effie McCollum JonesSD *E.
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Leon P. Jones W. E. Manley

Paul Jordan L. B. Mason

3* A. Kelsey W. W. Merritt

Isaac Kelso F. W. Miller

John Edward Keyes D. W. Morey

L, H. Keyes E. Morris

W. W. King John Mulholland

Joseph Kinney W. 0* Myers

Florence Kollock 0# Ellwood Nash, D.D.

0* A* Lander 0. P. Nash

Mr* Larson H* E* Newton

W. C. Leavitt Joseph Fort Newton, D.D.

Wi E* Leavitt W. W. Nutting

Prudy LeOlero George G. Odiorne

John Clarence Lee G* Oldener

H. Lewellen Margaret Titus Olmstead

E* A* Lewis Rett E* Olmstead

W. B* Linnell H. J. Orelup

M* L* Linton F. Oesten-Saoken

D. P. Livermore, D.D. J* H. Palmer

Mary A* Livermore J* N. Pardee

James L* Long (licentiate) Mattie Hulet Parry

George Longbrake W. P. Payne

Arthur W* McDavitt Mrs. W. P. Payne (licentiate)

W. H* MoGlauflin, D.D. Alfred Peck

L. 0. McLaughlin D. P. Peck

Erasmus Manford, D.D* F . D. Pierce
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William Pierce E* E. Sanborn

E. M. Pingree J* F* Sanford

C* A. Poison T. J* Severs

Charlotte Porter A* M. Shimer

L* S* Porter J* F. Shindler

LeGrand Powers Q* H. Shinn, D.D*

W. A. Pratt H. F. Shook

R* H. Pullman O'* W. Skilling (Unitarian)

Agnes Ralph H. Slade

W* S. Ralph Aaron Smith

Otto Raspe H. W. Smith

D. M. Reed N. P. Smith

Curtis Reese (Unitarian), D*D* Philander’Smith

Edson Reifsnider5 B. F. Snook

Verna Reinghans H* 0. Sommers

W* A* Render (licentiate) N* E* Spicer1

Conard C. Rheiner Joshua Spooner

Harry CL Richardson J* Stebbins

Shelton Riley George B. Stocking

Arthur Roberts Maria A* Straub)

Luther Riley Robinson, D.D. W. L* Swam

D. H. Rogan A. H. Sweetzer

B . C. Rogers T. H. Tabor

B* F. Rogers Simeon L. Taylor

Daniel Rose Aaron A. Thayer

Mary Safford H. L. Thornton

J* R. Sage A. R. Tillihghast

N. L* Sage, D.D* B* M. Tillotsom
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D. C. Tomllnsorii T. W. Woodrow

A* J. Torsleff F* M. Yates

Robert H. Towne F. H. York

Rev, Turrell, D.D. Gustave Zastrow

0, F. Van Oise Mr. Zornes

0. E. Varney 

A. V edder 

Charles L. Waite 

S. Wakefield

W. B. Washburn 

George S. Weaver 

C. P. West

1. M. Westfall

H. K. White

Ernest Whitesmith 

Miss Whitney 

Herbert Whitney

S. E. Whitney 

C* Wilcox 

Fletcher Wilson

T. Wilsoin

Wallace A. Williams 

Matt Wing

E. R. Wood 

George Wood 

Mr. Woodbury 

C. Woodhouse
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WOMEN MINISTERS IN IOWA 1843-1943

Mary Garard Andrews Jennie Bartholomew Hitchcock

Harriet I* Baker Kate Hughes

Edna P. Bruner Effle McCollum Jones,D.D.*

Augusta J. Chapin, D.D. * Florence Kollock

Almira Cheney Prudy LeClerc

Minnie 0. Colegrove Mary A. Livermore

Sophronia L. Crum Margaret T. Olmstead

Mahel Dotter (llicentiate) Mattie Hulet Parry

Eliza Curtis Everton. Mrs. W. P. Payne (licentiate)

Marianna T. Folsom Charlotte Porter

Laura Bowman Galer, D.D. Agnes Ralph

Sophie Gibbs Verna Reinghans

Fidelia Woolley/ Gillette Mary Safford (Unitarian)

Mrs. G.S. Gowdy (licentiate) Maria Straub

Mary Hadley Miss Whitney

♦Augusta J. Chapin was the first woman in America to be
jjivpn the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity,and
jsrfie McCollum Jones was the third to receive this re
cognition.
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IOWA UNIVERSAL I ST CONVENTION!

RECORD OF PARISHES

Convention Last
Appearance Fellowship Appearance

Albia 1855 1855
Algona 1878 1892
Anamosa 1849 1874
Af ton - 1874 1874
Agricola 1874 1874
Bentonsport 1856 1856
Boylies Mill 1851 1851
Bedford 1870 1870 1871
Bloomfield 1872 1872 1904
Brooklyn 1874 187-4
Belle Plains 1867 1868 1887
Blairstown 1874 1874
Boone or Boonesboro 1867 1870
Bertram 1886
Brandon 1870 1870 1870
Buckingham 1861 1870 1870
Burlington 1844 1845 1850
Big Mound 1861 1861
Belmond 1895 1896
Birmingham 1898 1898
Cedar Falls 1864 1880 1896
Cedar Rapids 1850 1854-70 1920
Centre Point 1874 1874
Chariton 1874 1874
Clarinda 1867 1868 1900
Clear Creek 1867 1867-68 1868
Clyde 1869 1869 1869
Charles City 1891 1891 1896
Castalia 1882 1896
Clinton 1871 1871 1904
Creston 1898 " 1898
Chelsea 1879 1881
Dakota City 1882 1882
Des Moines 1850 1867-68 1894
Dexter 1871 1871 1876
Dubuque 1843 1852-66 1896

83
Davenport 1850 1850
De Witt 1865 1865
English River 1848 1854
Earlville 1869 1871
East Nordway 1869 1869
Elkader 1864 1868 1896
Eddyville 1856 1856 1856
Eldora 1866 1868-70 1899
Ft* Dodge 1892 1892
Fairfield 1848 1850
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Convention Last
Appearance Fellowship Appearance

Fletchers drove 1871 1871
Forrestville 1872 1872 1872
Grinnell 1871 1871 1896
Greeley 1868 1869 1907
Hanpton, 1889 1889
Harvey 1875 1875
Highland 1863 1869
Harrisburg 1850 1850
Iowa Falls 1891 1891 1903;
Iowa City 1843 1843 1895
Independence 1858 1868 1868
Jackson 1849 1868 1879
Knoxville 1867 1879 1882
Linnville 1874 1874
Logan 1874 1874
Laporte 1869 1869
LeClare 1850 1851 1851
La Motte 1871 1871
Lima 1855 1855
Lebanon 1865 1865
Montana (see Boone)
Muscatine or
Bloomington 1843 1844—56 1856
Mt. Union 1898 1898
Manchester 1867 1869 1905
Marion 1855 1872
Mt. Pleasant 1848 1848
Maquoketa 1870 1870 1885
Marshalltown 1862 1879 1900
Mitchellvllle 1863 1868
Milton 1855 1855
Newell 1884 1884 1884
Newton 1867 1868-70 1882
Nevada 1869 1870 1892
New Sharon 1875 1878 1896
Northwood 1897 1897 1904
Union Grove 1863 1863 1863
Osslan 1896 1896
Osceola 1874 1874
Osage 1870 1870
Oskaloosa 1850 1851—68 1882
Otranto 1883 1883 1900
Ottumwa 1853 1854 1856
OelweiiL 1892 1892
Pleasant Valley 1850 1851 1853
Panora 1867 1868 1868
Pomeroy 1891 1891
Prairie Ridge
Red Oak 1869 1897
Rochester 1848 1848
Shenandoah 1896 1914
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Conventions Last
Appearance Fellowship Appearance

Strawberry Point 1860 1909
Salem 1850 1851 1851
Sumner 1867 1868 1868
Shells—  1869 1869
Storm Lake 1874 1905
Sac City 1874 1874
Steamboat Rock 1870 1870?
Searsboro 1874 1874
Stuart 1883 1883 1884
String Prairie 1846 1846 1848
Tipton 1848 1871 1871
Victor 1874 1874
Vinton 1864 1869 1874
Viola 1867 1868-70 1886
Van Buren 1864 1870? 1870
Villisca 1869 1869 1874
Wapello 1855 1855
Webster City 1874 1885
Wheatland 1874 1874
Wilton 1872 1886
Wyoming 1870 1870 1870
Waverly 1875 1886
Washington 1878 1878
West Union 1882 1882 1909
Waterloo 1867 1868-83
Wapsinonack 1848 1854
West Liberty 1850 1851 1852
Waukon 1862 1862
Oregon 1865 1865?
Moingona 1869 1869 1869
East Grove 1850-65 1850
Eddnville 1882 1882?

Total Number 124 #

# Iowa Unlversallst Convention. President1s Notebook - 
(compiled from Secretary^ Journal, Vol* 1, 2 and 3}*
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There was no state convention record of the 

following, but the General Convention reported there were 

churches with properties:

1. Canton Value in 1873, $1,200.00
2. Decorah (Perhaps Just a lot)

Value $400.00 ih 1873
3. Lehigh Value in 1883, $1,200.00
4* Onowa (Perhaps just a lot)

Value in 1873, $200.00
5. Rising Sun (A real church - 1841)
6. Patriot (One of the best churches - 1841)
7. Perryvilie (60 members - 1841)

Societies reported to the General Convention but 

not in the state recordsi

1. Burr Oak
2. Cottonville
3. Columbus
4. Mondamin

Those societies reported to the State Convention 

but which do not appear on the map because the State Histori

cal Society has no record of such townst

1. Prairie Ridge
2. Boylies Mill
3. English River
4. FI ethers Grove
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